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SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
6 May 2018 

As We Gather... 
Confirmation declares of a catechumen that he or she is a Christian who is baptized, confesses the faith, 

and is in communion with Christ and His Church. As such, confirmation is a custom of the Church and 

not a Sacrament. It links the catechumens to their Baptism, celebrates the reception of the Lord's Word 

among them, and, according to the custom here at St. John Lutheran Church, welcomes them to the 

Lord's Table in Holy Communion. The Rite of Confirmation included in this Divine Service 

emphasizes God's work in Baptism (where God makes us to be members of His holy Christian Church), 

the gift of faith, and the benefits of the Lord's Supper for all who believe in Christ and the words of His 

Testament. The reception of catechumens to the Sacrament of the Altar assumes that ongoing catechesis 

is the way of life for the faithful Christian.  Martin Luther strongly urges in both catechisms that those 

who are unwilling to learn, at the very least, the Ten Commandments, the Creed, and the Lord's Prayer 

should not be admitted to the Lord's Supper. Not only the catechumens themselves, but parents and 

sponsors as well should ponder sincerely the sacred vows these children of God make to their Lord on 

this day:  
 

1) to hear the Word of God and to receive the Lord's Supper faithfully;  

2) to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed to remain true to God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death; and  

3) to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer all, even death, rather than 

fall away from it.  
 

We rejoice together with our confirmation candidates and their families that the Lord has graciously 

brought them to this point in their lives, and we implore our almighty and most merciful God graciously 

to preserve them in the one true faith unto life everlasting.  
. 

Holy Communion at St. John Lutheran Church 
Confessing the Word of the Lord in love for all who worship here, and acknowledging the biblical truth 

that unity with Christ at His altar in Holy Communion embodies Christ's gift of unity in faith and 

practice, we welcome to the Lord's Supper all who are communicant members in good standing of an 

LCMS congregation. Communicants are asked to register their participation in the "Record of 

Fellowship," noting their home LCMS congregation if other than St. John, Bingen. If you have any 

questions about our communion practice, or the Lutheran faith in general, please speak with our pastor 

after the service. 
 

Prayer before Worship... 
Lord God, heavenly Father, in Holy Baptism You began Your good work in our catechumens, and You 

have blessed their instruction and training in Your Word. We implore You to pour out Your Holy Spirit 

on their hearts and minds as well as on ours, so that we all will truly love and revere You, confess the 

faith with joy and boldness, endeavor to live according to Your commandments, and praise and glorify 

You as our faithful God and Lord. Remind us, O Lord, of the significance of these solemn vows made 

in Confirmation, and strengthen us all to be faithful to the promises we have made to You, in joyful 

response to the promises You faithfully kept for us in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

Your only Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen.  
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Stand and face the Processional Cross. 
 

INVOCATION 
The sign of the cross + may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

EASTER ACCLAMATION  
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN      Dear Christians One and All, Rejoice      LSB 556 (stz. 1-6) 

 

 

 

 
 
 

5 God said to His belovèd Son: 

    “It’s time to have compassion. 

Then go, bright jewel of My crown, 

    And bring to all salvation. 

From sin and sorrow set them free; 

Slay bitter death for them that they 

    May live with You forever.” 

6 The Son obeyed His Father’s will, 

    Was born of virgin mother; 

And God’s good pleasure to fulfill, 

    He came to be my brother. 

His royal pow’r disguised He bore; 

A servant’s form, like mine, He wore 

    To lead the devil captive.



+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 
 

P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 
P  Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

C  who made heaven and earth. 

P  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

C  and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
The confirmation candidates kneel. 

 
P  O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of 

Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 

death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being. 

 
P  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 

 
The confirmation candidates stand and take their place at their seats. 

 
+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN      Dear Christians One and All, Rejoice      LSB 556 (stz. 7-10) 

 
7 To me He said: “Stay close to Me, 

    I am your rock and castle. 

Your ransom I Myself will be; 

    For you I strive and wrestle. 

For I am yours, and you are Mine, 

And where I am you may remain; 

    The foe shall not divide us. 

 

8 “Though he will shed My precious blood, 

    Me of My life bereaving, 

All this I suffer for your good; 

    Be steadfast and believing. 

Life will from death the vict’ry win; 

My innocence shall bear your sin, 

    And you are blest forever. 
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9 “Now to My Father I depart, 

    From earth to heav’n ascending, 

And, heavn’ly wisdom to impart, 

    The Holy Spirit sending; 

In trouble He will comfort you 

And teach you always to be true 

    And into truth shall guide you. 
 

10 “What I on earth have done and taught 

    Guide all your life and teaching; 

So shall the kingdom’s work be wrought 

    And honored in your preaching. 

But watch lest foes with base alloy 

The heav’nly treasure should destroy; 

    This final word I leave you.”

SALUTATION AND COLLECT  
P The Lord be with you. 
 

 
  

P Let us pray. O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may 

think those things that are right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  
 

 
 

Sit 
 

FIRST READING  Acts 10:34-48 
So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, but in every 

nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. As for the word that he 

sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all),you yourselves 

know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John 

proclaimed: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went 

about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. And we 

are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to 

death by hanging him on a tree, but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, not to 

all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after 

he rose from the dead. And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 

one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead. To him all the prophets bear witness 

that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” While Peter was 

still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. And the believers from 

among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy 

Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. For they were hearing them speaking in tongues and 

extolling God. Then Peter declared, “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who 

have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” And he commanded them to be baptized in the 

name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE READING  1 John 5:1-8 
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves 

the Father loves whoever has been born of him. By this we know that we love the children of 

God, when we love God and obey his commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep 

his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. For everyone who has been 

born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our 

faith. Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of 

God? This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the 

water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. For 

there are three that testify: the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

ALLELUIA and VERSE      
The congregation sings the ALLELUIA; the Kantor sings the VERSE. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has 

dominion over Him. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world. 
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HOLY GOSPEL  John 15:9-17 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter. 
  

 
 

[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. If you keep 

my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments 

and abide in his love. These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and 

that your joy may be full. This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 

you. Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. You 

are my friends if you do what I command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the 

servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have 

heard from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and 

appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so 

that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. These things I command 

you, so that you will love one another.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 

Sit 
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HYMN OF THE DAY    God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It   LSB 594  
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SERMON "Greater Love"     John 15:9-17 
 

Stand 
 

CHRISTIAN QUESTIONS WITH THEIR ANSWERS 
Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament. 

 

P Do you believe that you are a sinner? 

C Yes, I believe it. I am a sinner. 
  

P How do you know this? 

C From the Ten Commandments, which I have not kept. 
  

P Are you sorry for your sins? 

C Yes. I am sorry that I have sinned against God. 
  

P What have you deserved from God because of your sins? 

C His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation. (See Romans 6:21, 23) 
  

P Do you hope to be saved? 

C Yes, that is my hope. 
  

P In whom then do you trust? 

C In my dear Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 P Who is Christ? 

C The Son of God, true God and man. 
  

P How many Gods are there? 

C Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
  

P What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him? 

C He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of sins. 
  

P Did the Father also die for you? 

C He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both true God and 

true man. He died for me and shed His blood for me. 
  

P How do you know this? 

C From the Holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His body and 

blood given me as a pledge in the Sacrament. 
  

P What are the Words of Institution? 

C Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is My 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me." In the same way also He 

took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

"Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you 

for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." 
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P Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the Sacrament? 

C Yes, I believe it. 
  

P What convinces you to believe this? 

C The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is My blood. 
  

P What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and in this way receive His 

pledge? 

C We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His blood, as He taught 

us: This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me. 
  

P Why should we remember and proclaim His death? 

C First, so we may learn to believe that no creature could make satisfaction for our sins. 

Only Christ, true God and man, could do that. Second, so we may learn to be horrified by 

our sins, and to regard them as very serious. Third, so we may find joy and comfort in 

Christ alone, and through faith in Him be saved. 
  

P What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins? 

C His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written in John 14; 

Romans 5; Galatians 2; and Ephesians 5. 

 

P Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament? 

C That I may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin, and also learn 

from Him to love God and my neighbor. 
  

P What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the Sacrament frequently? 

C First, both the command and the promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his own pressing 

need, because of which the command, encouragement, and promise are given. 
  

P But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have no hunger and thirst for the 

Sacrament? 

C To such a person no better advice can be given than this: first, he should touch his body to 

see if he still has flesh and blood. Then he should believe what the Scriptures say of it in 

Galatians 5 and Romans 7. Second, he should look around to see whether he is still in the 

world, and remember that there will be no lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures say in 

John 15–16 and in 1 John 2 and 5. Third, he will certainly have the devil also around him, 

who with his lying and murdering day and night will let him have no peace, within or 

without, as the Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5; Ephesians 6; and 2 

Timothy 2. 

 

NOTE: These questions and answers are no child’s play, but are drawn up with great earnestness of 

purpose by the venerable and devout Dr. Luther for both young and old. Let each one pay attention 

and consider it a serious matter; for St. Paul writes to the Galatians in chapter six: “Do not be 

deceived: God cannot be mocked.” 

 
Sit 
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CONFIRMATION HYMN  Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain    LSB 865 
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+ RITE OF CONFIRMATION + 
 

The confirmation candidates gather before the altar where the pastor addresses them. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: "All authority has been given 

to Me in heaven and on earth. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 

things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." 

You have been baptized and catechized in the Christian faith according to our Lord's bidding. 

Jesus said, "Whoever confesses Me before men, I will also confess before My Father who is 

in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny before My Father who is in 

heaven."  Lift up your hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace and joyfully give answer to 

what I now ask you in the name of the Lord. 
 

P Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the gifts that 

God gave you in your Baptism? 

R Yes, I do. 
 

P Do you renounce the devil? 

R Yes, I renounce him. 

P Do you renounce all his works? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 

P Do you renounce all his ways? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 
 

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth? 

R Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord? 

R Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 

He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 
  

P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

R Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 

P Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of God? 

R I do. 
  

P Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from the Scriptures, 

as you have learned to know it from the Small Catechism, to be faithful and true? 

R I do. 
  

P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and to receive the Lord's Supper faithfully? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
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P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed to remain 

true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
  

P Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer all, even 

death, rather than fall away from it? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
  

P We rejoice with thankful hearts that you have been baptized and have received the teaching 

of the Lord. You have confessed the faith and been absolved of your sins. As you continue to 

hear the Lord's Word and receive His blessed Sacrament, He who has begun a good work in 

you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 

The confirmation candidates kneel to receive the confirmation blessing and passage of Holy 

Scripture. The pastor places his hands on the head of each candidate and makes the sign of the 

cross on the forehead while saying: 
 

P   Name  , the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new 

birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His 

grace to life + everlasting. 

R Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

P Let us pray. Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great goodness 

in bringing these Your sons and daughters to the knowledge of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus 

Christ, and enabling them both with the heart to believe and with the mouth to confess His 

saving name. Grant that, bringing forth the fruits of faith, they may continue steadfast and 

victorious to the day when all who have fought the good fight of faith shall receive the 

crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

P Almighty and most merciful Father, in the waters of Holy Baptism You have united Your 

children in the suffering and death of Your Son Jesus Christ, cleansing them by His blood. 

Renew in them the gift of Your Holy Spirit, that they may live in daily contrition and 

repentance with a faith that ever clings to their Savior. Deliver them from the power of 

Satan and preserve them from false and dangerous doctrines, that they may remain faithful 

in hearing Christ's Word and receiving His body and blood. By the Lord's Supper 

strengthen them to believe that no one can make satisfaction for sin but Christ alone. 

Enable them to find joy and comfort only in Him, learning from this Sacrament to love You 

and their neighbor and to bear their cross with patience and joy until the day of the 

resurrection of their bodies to life immortal; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

P Peace + be with you. 

C Amen. 
 

The confirmands return to their places.   
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Each petition concludes:  P   "Lord, in Your mercy," 

    C   "hear our prayer." 
 

Sit 

 

OFFERING  
As the offerings are collected, the "Record of Fellowship" may be filled out and passed down 

the pew.  When it reaches the end of the pew, please pass it back. All stand to sing the 

Offertory Hymn, LSB 477, as the offerings are brought forward. 

 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN      Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven LSB 477 
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+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE   
P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 

 

THE PROPER PREFACE FOR EASTER 
It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to praise 

You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, 

who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, 

and by His rising again He has restored us to everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, 

Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and 

with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 

You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS ~ Holy, Holy, Holy 
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THE LORD'S PRAYER   
Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name,   

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth  

 as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD   
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My + 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave 

it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My + blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI ~ The Peace of the Lord 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
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AGNUS DEI  ~ Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION 

Communicants at this altar are to be in full confessional fellowship with The Lutheran 

Church–Missouri Synod. Visitors, please read the communion statement on page 2 of this 

worship folder. 

 

 Distribution Hymns    
 

   Baptismal Waters Cover Me   LSB 616 
 

I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table  LSB 618 
     

Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word LSB 655 
 

Let Children Hear the Mighty Deeds  LSB 867 
 

Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious  LSB 548 
    

     
 

Stand 

P The true body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen and preserve you 

in body and soul unto life everlasting. Depart + in peace.  

C Amen. 
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NUNC DIMITTIS ~ Song of Simeon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING  
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 

same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 
 

 

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS  
P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P Bless we the Lord.  

 
 

 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  

 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and + give you peace. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN          We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God         LSB 941 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Postlude 

 


