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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

On Sunday, February 11, we will observe the Transfiguration of our Lord, when we say farewell, for a time, to 

our "Alleluias" in preparation for the season of Lent. Still, knowing that death has been defeated by Jesus' death, 

believing that the grave has been opened by Jesus' resurrection, and trusting that the Lord's Word will 

accomplish the purpose for which God sends it forth, we faithfully learn to pray the words of the ancient Latin 

hymn, Alleluia, Song of Gladness:  

 

Alleluia cannot always / Be our song while here below; 

Alleluia, our transgressions / Make us for a while forgo; 

For the solemn time is coming / When our tears for sin must flow. 

 

Therefore in our hymns we pray Thee, / Grant us, blessed Trinity, 

At the last to keep Thine Easter / With Thy faithful saints on high; 

There to Thee forever singing / Alleluia joyfully. 

 

The season of Lent, which begins with Ash Wednesday on February 14th, prepares and teaches us to anticipate 

and rejoice in the gifts of Christ's death and resurrection. Of course, while the church celebrates February 14th 

this year as Ash Wednesday, a day of repentance and receiving the Lord’s forgiveness in Word and Sacrament, 

our culture will celebrate the date as Valentine’s Day, a day of “love” and receiving candy and cards. Most of 

these cards will say “I love you” in one way or another. But in the context of Ash Wednesday, we may wonder: 

what does “I love you” really mean? 

 

Some would say that “I love you” refers to being physically attracted to a person of the opposite sex. Others 

would say that “I love you” means you are my special friend.  To be sure, both of these are wonderful blessings 

from our wonderful Lord. We find things that we enjoy doing with those whose company we cherish and with 

whom we have so much in common.  Indeed, these kinds of love are very special and important to our life 

together. Nevertheless, we know from experience that interests and physical attractiveness can change and, 

because of sin, even friendships come and go. 

 

Thanks be to God there is a deeper understanding of what it means to say “I love you.”  Holy Scripture uses the 

Greek word “agape” to refer to the kind of love with which God loves us.  Agape love is unconditional, 

sacrificial love that keeps reaching out to other people even when they do not return it. It is the love to which 

husbands and wives are called when they promise to love their spouse "for better or worse," promising their 

commitment and fidelity into an unknown future and saying, "No matter what may come, I will always love 

you."   

 

That is certainly true of God’s love for us sinners, which we especially see and rejoice in during the season of 

Lent. Thanks be to God, therefore, that this year February 14 is not only Valentine’s Day, it is also Ash 

Wednesday. Even when we say and do sinful things God’s love reaches out to us.  As the Scriptures teach, 

“God shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us”  (Romans 5:8).  Jesus 

Himself said in John 15:13:  “Greater love has no one than this, that someone lays down his life for his 

friends.”   And, of course, John 3:16 says it so well:  “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and 

only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” The Apostle John wrote in 1 



John 3:1 (NIV):  “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us that we should be called the children of 

God!  And that is what we are!”  As the children of God through Jesus Christ, created to be so through the 

waters of Holy Baptism, we are created in Christ Jesus to show forth the love of God in our lives to one another. 

“We love because He [God] first loved us”  (1 Johns 4:19).  

 

This kind of love, God's kind of love, takes action. This self-sacrificial love does not seek self-interest or one's 

own rights, but it dies on the cross to save the neighbor. Only God is able to love perfectly with this agape love, 

and so thanks be to God that Christ now dwells within us, raising us up to love one another with Christ-like, 

sacrificial love. I pray, therefore, that this year’s February 14th, as well as the whole of the Lenten season, will 

give you an opportunity to reflect on these words of our Lord: 16 By this we know love, that he laid down his 

life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. 17 But if anyone has the world's goods and 

sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide in him? 18 Little 

children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 9 In this the love of God was made 

manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10 In 

this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our 

sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. (1 John 3:16-18; 4:9-11) 

 

Rejoicing in the gracious love of our Lord, knowing that He hears our prayers for all things needful and gives us 

all things needful through His Word and Sacraments, our Lenten theme this year is "Confession and 

Absolution." Even as we rejoiced last year in the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation, so do we continue to 

give thanks for the blessings of Luther’s Small Catechism as it sets before us the gifts of God. In previous years, 

our Lenten themes have included the Ten Commandments, the Lord’s Prayer, Baptism, and the Sacrament of 

the Altar – the 1st, 3rd, 4th, and 6th Chief Parts of Luther’s Small Catechism. This year, our Lenten midweek 

services will focus our attention on the Sacrament of Holy Absolution, the 5th Chief Part of Luther’s Small 

Catechism. 

 

I warmly invite and strongly encourage you to receive the gifts of our Lord throughout this Lenten 

season, making your attendance at our midweek services a priority in your February and March 

schedule. Please also take a moment to read the introduction to Lent, included on the following pages, that your 

participation in our midweek services may be encouraged and enhanced through a few notes about the Lenten 

season itself as well as our own Lenten journey this year at St. John. 

   

 

+ Lent 2018 + 
 

Historical, Liturgical, and Theological Background 
  

A little history...   
 

The church's first historical record of the Lenten season is from the Canons of Nicaea in A.D. 325. Since the 

early church's practice was to baptize catechumens at the Easter Vigil, the custom of fasting for these forty days 

before Easter may have originated in the required fasting of candidates for Holy Baptism. The number 40 is 

suggested by the flood as well as the fasts of Moses, Elijah, and especially of our Lord Himself. If you look at 

your calendar and count, you will notice that the season of Lent actually contains 46 calendar days. This is 

because every Sunday is a "little Easter" and, technically, not counted as a day of Lenten fasting!  With six 

Sundays throughout the season of Lent, "46 days" - "6 Sundays" = "40 days of Lent!"   

 

 



 

Lent as both penitential and catechetical...    
 

In the Lutheran Church, repentance and catechesis are emphasized more than actual, physical fasting.  

Nevertheless, Martin Luther writes in The Small Catechism, "Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine 

outward training. But that person is truly worthy and well prepared [to partake of the Lord's Supper and, we 

might add, to celebrate the joyful victory of Christ's Easter resurrection] who has faith in these words: 'Given 

and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.'"  Such worthiness and preparedness is accomplished in us only by 

God through the work of His holy Word: "So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ" 

(Romans 10:17).  

 

To that end, the penitential season of Lent is also a catechetical season. Lent is catechetical because it points us 

toward our Baptism into the cross and resurrection of Christ. As mentioned above, Lent historically developed 

as a season of preparation for Holy Baptism. Liturgically and theologically, Lent is the church's refocus on the 

significance of Holy Baptism. The daily drowning of contrition and repentance, which characterizes the entire 

Christian life of discipleship, is deliberately intensified during Lent as a renewal of faith and life in Christ. This 

repentance is never the product of human wisdom, reason, strength or effort. Rather, it is always the divine 

work of the Holy Spirit through the proclamation of the Law (which shows us our sin) and the Gospel (which 

shows us our Savior). The Law crucifies the old sinful nature that clings to our flesh, and the Gospel raises up 

the new man in us. (Romans 5:12-6:14)   

 

Thus, a Lenten focus on the cross and Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ is not aimed at an emotional response, 

nor is it an appeal for greater effort or heroic self-sacrifice on the part of sinners. Rather, Lent is a pointed 

proclamation and confession of the Law and Gospel, a preaching of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. Lent 

is properly penitential and most surely catechetical when it brings the cross to sinners and sinners to the cross of 

Christ as the fountain and source of forgiveness, life, and salvation. 

 

 

Lent at St. John, Bingen in 2018 
 

As noted and introduced above, the theme for St. John's Lenten Midweek Services is "Confession and 

Absolution." During the Lenten midweek services, we will reflect on the 5th Chief Part of Luther’s Small 

Catechism – The Sacrament of Holy Absolution. As in previous years, our Lenten series will follow the Office 

of Vespers for our 1pm midweek services and the Office of Evening Prayer for our 7pm midweek services. Each 

service will last approximately 35-40 minutes. We rejoice to welcome the students of Wyneken Memorial 

Lutheran School at the 1pm Office of Vespers, and various vocal choirs from Wyneken will sing a choral 

response at each service.  For those who desire to commune, an abbreviated Service of the Sacrament will be 

offered approximately 15 minutes after the 7pm Evening Prayer Office.   

 

 

 

Please seriously consider making this year's Lenten worship 

opportunities a commitment and priority in your weekly schedule. 

 

 

 

 
 



February 14:  + Ash Wednesday 

1pm & 7pm: Divine Service 

The Litany for Ash Wednesday 

The Imposition of Ashes 

The Service of the Word 

The Service of the Sacrament 
 

2018 Lenten Service Schedule - "CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION" 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Feb. 21: CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION: What Is Confession? 
Psalmody  Psalm 32 (ant.: v. 5) 

Office Hymn LSB 606 

Readings  1st Reading:    2 Samuel 12:1-15 

   2nd Reading:   Luke 18:9-14 

Small Catechism CONFESSION 

   What is Confession? (LSB 326) 

Closing Hymn LSB 610 
 

Feb. 28: CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION: What Sins Should We Confess? 
Psalmody  Psalm 130 (ant.: vv. 3-4) 

Office Hymn LSB 612 

Readings  1st Reading: 1 John 1:5-10 

   2nd Reading:   Luke 15:11-32 

Small Catechism CONFESSION 

   Where is this written? What sins should we confess? Which are these? (LSB 326) 

Closing Hymn LSB 607 
 

March 7: CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION: What Is the Office of the Keys? 
Psalmody  Psalm 34 (ant.: v. 4) 

Office Hymn LSB 608 

Readings  1st Reading: Romans 10:13-17 

   2nd Reading:   Matthew 16:13-19 

Small Catechism CONFESSION 

   What is the Office of the Keys? (LSB 326) 

Closing Hymn LSB 609 
 

March 14: CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION: Where Is this Written? 
Psalmody  Psalm 146 (ant.: v. 5) 

Office Hymn LSB 614 

Readings  1st Reading: 2 Corinthians 3:4-9 

   2nd Reading:   John 20:19-23 

Small Catechism CONFESSION 

   What is the Office of the Keys? Where is this written? (LSB 326) 

Closing Hymn LSB 615 

Midweek Services 
1pm: Vespers 

7pm: Evening Prayer 
 



 

March 21: CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION: What Do You Believe according to These Words? 
Psalmody  Psalm 116 (ant.: v. 7) 

Office Hymn LSB 616 

Readings  1st Reading: Acts 10:34-43 

   2nd Reading:   Luke 24:44-49 

Small Catechism CONFESSION 

   What is the Office of the Keys? Where is this written? What do you believe according to  

   these words? (LSB 326) 

Closing Hymn LSB 611 
 

Holy Week 

(An explanation of Holy Week will be included in the March Newsletter) 
 

Passion Sunday (with the Procession of Palms) + March 25 
 The Procession of Palms 

 The Passion Reading 

 The Service of the Sacrament 

 

Holy (Maundy) Thursday + March 29 
(First part of the sacred Triduum, the three-day observance of Christ's Passover) 

 

 The Service of Corporate Confession and Absolution 

 The Service of the Word 

 The Service of the Sacrament 

 The Stripping of the Altar 

 

Good Friday + March 30 
(Second part of the sacred Triduum, the three-day observance of Christ's Passover) 

 

 1pm Chief Service 

  The Passion of Our Lord 

  The Bidding Prayer 

  The Reproaches 

  The Service of the Sacrament 

 

7pm Tenebrae Vespers 

 The Passion of Our Lord 

 The Bidding Prayer 

 The Reproaches (with the extinguishing of candles) 

 The Strepitus

Holy Saturday + March 31 
(Third part of the sacred Triduum, the three-day observance of Christ's Passover) 
 

 Decatur-Circuit Easter Vigil Service @ St. John + Bingen, 8pm  
The Service of Light 

The Service of Readings 

The Service of Holy Baptism 

The Service of Prayer 

The Service of the Word  
 

 

The Resurrection of Our Lord 
April 1, 2018 

6:30am: Festival Divine Service 

8:00am: Easter Breakfast 

10:30am: Festival Divine Service 



Recent News: At the regular Voters’ Meeting on January 29, 2018, the St. John 

Voters elected to call Rev. Christopher Maronde as an additional half-time 

pastor.  

 

Christian Stewardship 
 

“I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of 

others.  For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became 

poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:8-9). 

 

Without commands or even arm-twisting, St. Paul encourages, even challenges, the Church in Corinth to 

demonstrate the sincerity of their faith by their generosity in giving. He does this because giving generously is a 

gift of the Spirit given to us through the Gospel.  

 

St. Paul wrote: “But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness 

and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving” (2 Corinthians 8:7). In other words, just 

as we grow in faith and speech and knowledge of eternal things by the Holy Spirit through the Word of God, so 

also do we grow in giving from the same Spirit through the same Word.  

 

The problem is that the grace of generosity often grows cold in us. It’s not so much that we stop giving, but we 

don’t put it first. We treat it like all the other bills that must be paid. It becomes a chore, just one more thing to 

check off a list of things to do. That empties it of its spiritual power and robs us of the joy that Christ and the 

Scriptures assign to it.  

 

On top of that, since this generosity is linked to faith and knowledge of divine things, a lack of excelling in 

giving is a sure sign that our faith and knowledge of God are under attack as well.  

 

Thus St. Paul points to the foundation of generosity: the generosity of Christ Himself. Even though He was rich, 

He became poor so that we who are poor might become rich. Thus, the incarnation, suffering, and death of our 

Lord on the cross is the reason, source, and driving force for our generosity in giving to the church.  

 

And since Christ who was rich became poor so that we might be rich in His grace—of which generous giving is 

part—so we also who are rich in His grace can excel in pressing His grace into service toward the gracious 

work of the church.  

 

Pay attention to what you give to the church so that you may excel at it. And if you find that your heart has 

grown cold or indifferent toward it, immerse yourself in God’s Word. Read it at home. Attend Bible Class. Hear 

and listen to it preached in the Divine Service.  

 

Be reminded of what Christ has done for you in His incarnation, suffering, and death. For this will strengthen 

your faith and knowledge. And where that excels, so will the grace of giving excel also.  

 

 

Lenten Collections support: St John Family Assistance Fund 

 

 

 



A.D. 2020 – 175th Anniversary of St. John, Bingen 
 

+ One LORD, One Faith, One Future + 
 

 

Commemorative Items Available 

An ash tree removed from the grove was estimated to be approximately the same age as our congregation. 

This log has been milled and dried, and the lumber is being used to create commemorative items for the 

175th Anniversary such as plates, bowls, crosses, and wine-bottle stoppers. These items are available for 

order. The proceeds from these sales will be used for budgeted anniversary events in 2020. Please contact 

any member of the committee with questions or for an order form. 

 

 

Lenten Meal – March 21 

The 175th Anniversary Committee will host the Lenten Meal on Wednesday, March 21. Proceeds will 

support the budgeted activities associated with our 2020 celebration.  

 

 

Historic Display 

The 175th Committee has set up an historic display in the Parish Hall. Two cases of historic items are 

updated monthly, with one case filled with new items and the second case containing the items from the 

previous month. If you have any historic, Bingen-related items of interest (such as pictures, documents, or 

artifacts) that you would like to loan for the display, please contact committee chairman Lynn Selking or 

archivist Linda Abdon. All items will be kept in a locked display case and returned when the display is 

changed. Please be sure to give Lynn or Linda your contact information along with a description of the item 

you are loaning, so we may be sure to return it to you.  

 

 

Mission Offering 

In thanksgiving for 175 years of God’s grace at Bingen, we have designated a 175th Anniversary Mission 

Offering with the goal of raising $175,000 by December 26, 2020 to support the church's mission and mercy 

work in Tanzania, Africa and for international students studying at Concordia Theological Seminary. 

Members and friends of St. John, both past and present, are invited to show forth their thankfulness to the 

Lord by supporting this special mission project from now through 2020. Further information and forms for 

“purchasing” a “brick” for the church model are available in the entry of the church. 

 

 

Historic notes from congregational minutes: 

 

February 26, 1905 It was resolved to build a chicken barn at the parsonage. 

February 6, 1910 Trustees were authorized to provide a hog barn and some fences at the teacherage. 

January 29, 1911 It was resolved to add a hog pen to the pastor’s barn and repair the barn roof.  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Ladies News 

LADIES AID 
            

         Come join us on Wednesdays!   

We start at 9am and finish by 3pm.  We        

  take a break for lunch, and a little 

fellowship.  There is always a place for you to 

come and quilt. 
 

 

CANCER PADS 
 

  Next sewing date:  TUESDAY, February 20th  

8am to 11am   -    Join us if you can!  The         

         stitching is very  easy to do.  Bring your               

                   needle, white thread and thimble and you 

  will be helping people who greatly appreciate it.  

Sheet donations are always welcome.  They can be dropped 

off in the Parish Hall - Guild Storage Room.  

 

LADIES GUILD - February Meeting 
Date:   February 20, 2018 

Time:   7:00 pm 

Place:    Parish Hall 

Roll Call: A Connection with Wyneken (past or present) 

Program:  Mr. Andy Gavrun, Principal of Wyneken School 

Serving:  Rae Lynn Fuhrmann, and Teegen Brock 

 

All ladies of our congregation are welcome to join us the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7pm.     

   

The Ladies Guild is open to all women of the congregation. The meetings are only once a month, with 

devotions and fellowship with other women of the congregation.  This organization serves the congregation by 

helping the Pastor and Church Council. Ladies Guild takes care of the kitchen, so there are supplies for 

everyone, including the coffee on Sunday morning. Visiting the shut-ins is another service that is provided by 

the Guild. Funeral meals for the families, helping at Lutheran Life Villages, supplying quilts to World Relief 

organizations, and many other projects. Serving in the community at Hoagland Days with the hot dog and root 

beer float booth. This is a fund raiser that is used for the whole church. If any interest, come to a meeting and 

see what it is all about. The meeting on February 20th at 7 p.m. will feature the Principal of Wyneken, Mr. 

Andrew Gavrun. There are no dues, fees or contracts for The Ladies Guild. Please consider attending a meeting 

to see what this organization is all about. 
 
 

2018 - Flower Calendar: 
The new 2018 calendar is posted in the hallway to the parish hall.  You may sign up at your convenience.  If you have questions 

or need to speak with someone regarding placing flowers in church, you may contact Evelyn Aumann directly at:  260-724-

4431. 
 

LWML  
Mites for LWML Mission work will be collected the fourth Sunday of the month by the doors as you leave 

church. 

 
 

Altar Guild 
The Altar Guild will have an installation and polishing day on Saturday, February 10 at 9:00 a.m.  Please plan 

to attend.  
 

 

 

 
 



 
 

Upcoming  Bingen Social  Events 
 

 

         Cards - Next Date :  February 8, 2018 
                        Every 2nd Thursday of the month @ 1:30pm we meet in the parish hall for cards,  

                                             snacks and fellowship.  All are welcome to join us! 
 

 

Sixth Annual Chili and Soup Cook-Off 
We invite you and your family and friends to compete in the Bingen Chili and Soup Cook-off at the Hoagland 

Pavilion on Saturday, February 10.  Bring your chili (or soup) or just bring your appetite and expert soup-tasting 

skills.  We challenge you to be creative or cook up one of one of your families’ favorite tried and true recipes.   

If you are interested in entering the contest, be there by 5 with your soup and any fixings to complement your 

dish, otherwise join us at 5:30 to be a taster and judge.  Bring your own beverage, and the social committee will 

provide relishes, corn bread, sandwiches, dessert, and table ware. Feel free to bring a game or deck of cards to enjoy a 

nice evening of fellowship too. 

 
 

+     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +    +     +     + 

 
 
 

2017 St. John Annual Report: 
The Annual Reports will be available for pick up starting Sunday, February 7th. 
 

 
2018 Membership Directory: 
New directories are available for pick up.  See the Deacons or check the church entry bulletin board book rack. 

Please continue to send in any corrections or changes required to your membership info.  We appreciate the assistance in 

keeping our directory current. 
 

 

Next Voters’ Meeting: 

Mark your calendars – April 30th, 2018 
  

 

 

  
 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 
**Worship for Shut-ins has now been renamed Worship Anew** 

 

 

 

Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc. 
 5 Martin Luther Drive Fort Wayne, IN  46825-4996 

 

 

February 

 
February 4, 2018 – Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Psalm: 103:1-5; Old Testament: Isaiah 40:28-31; Gospel: Mark 1:29-39 

“Like Eagles” - Sermon Text: Isaiah 40:28-31 – Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III 

At times we are wearied by life’s challenges, and find it difficult to move forward. But there is One who never gets tired, 

who is almighty, who understands our situation. He loves us, and has saved us, and will renew our strength so that we can 

soar “like eagles.” 
 

February 11, 2018 – The Transfiguration of Our Lord 

Psalm: 50:1-6; Epistle: 2 Corinthians 3:12-13; 4:1-6; Gospel: Mark 9:2-9 

“You Sure Look Different” - Sermon Text: Mark 9:2-9 - Rev. Paul Shoemaker 

When a person’s appearance changes we take note. If it is for the good, we look for good news. If it is for the bad, we 

look for bad news. Jesus’ appearance changed for the good. What news does Jesus have for us? 
     

February 18, 2018 – First Sunday in Lent 

Psalm: 25:1-10; Epistle: James 1:12-18; Gospel: Mark 1:9-15 

“Contrasting Adams” - Sermon Text: Mark 1:9-15 - Rev. Dr. Daniel Brege 

Adam, God's created son, failed in every way; he succumbed to the temptation of Satan and ate of the forbidden tree, 

bringing the curse upon paradise...making it into a wilderness. For us God's beloved Son became the Second Adam; He 

entered the wilderness of man's fallen world, He overcame Satan's temptations, and by obediently going to the tree of the 

cross and rising from the dead, paradise is restored for mankind. 
 

February 25, 2018 – Second Sunday in Lent 

Psalm: 22:23-31; Epistle: Romans 5:6-11; Gospel: Mark 8:27-35 

“What’s Your Final Answer?” - Sermon Text: Mark 8:29 - Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer 

Jesus’ question to Peter is the most important question that people (including us) ever will have to answer. What are the 

“lifelines” you can go to for answers? What’s your final answer?  

 

Worship for Shut-Ins” can be viewed every Sunday: 

7:00 am:   NBC Channel 21.2    

 8:00 am:   Comcast Cable Channel 252 & FiOS 9 

             Digital 33.2  

11:30 am:  DIRECTTV - Christian Television (TCT) Channel 377 

             WINM-TV 12/38 (TCT) 

                    DISH 7442 

            Comcast 10 & FiOS 12 

 4:00 pm:   Comcast Cable Channel 55 & FiOS 12 
 

 “Worship for Shut-Ins” can be viewed every Monday: 

10:00 am:  Comcast Cable Channel 55  & FiOS 25 

 

“Worship for Shut-Ins” can also be found on the following website - click "Online Worship": 

www.worshipforshutins.org 

 

 
 

http://www.worshipforshutins.org/


 
 

February Baptismal Birthdays 
 

Haley Albersmeyer 

Jaci Allmandinger 

Cynthia Bennett 

Sarah Berning 

Marlis Bradtmueller 

Ileen Bultemeier 

Drew Christman 

Barbara Comer 

Melissa Custer 

Marlene Duffey 

Claire Emenhiser 

Kurt Frecker 

Bessie Fuhrmann 

Don Gallmeyer 

Glenna Groce 

Nancy Hartman 

Daniel Hobrock 

Nathan Hoffman 

Marilyn Kiess 

Ella Kintz 

Marceil Kleine 

Bryce Kukelhan 

Kyle Kukelhan 

Krystal Long 

Canaan Loshe 

David Mahlan 

Jonas Massey 

Bradley Melcher 

Christine Melcher 

Marilyn Melcher 

Dawn Norton 

Bryan Oetting 

Carly Oetting 

Ronald Oetting 

Heather Rice 

MaKenna Saalfrank 

Dan (Fred) Sauer 

Garrett Scherer 

Darin Scheumann 

Rachel Scheumann 

Arabella Schwartz 

Gregory Selking 

Joyce Smock 

Julie Snyder 

Jay Witte 

Payton Yoquelet 

Tyson Yoquelet 

 
 

 

February Wedding Anniversaries 
 

                  2/7      Roger & Carolyn Grotrian 

               2/14    Lee & Bridget Bradtmueller 

     2/14    William & Janet Yunk 

     2/20 Don & Danelle Westrick 

     2/23     Ryan & Sarah Ennis 

     2/25     Stanley & Sally Fuhrmann 

     2/26     Troy & Kristin Christman 

      

 

We celebrate with those who have their Baptismal Birthday or Wedding Anniversary this month.  If we have 

left you out, please know it was not intentional, but that our membership records do not reflect your special 

dates.  We invite you to forward your dates to us so that we may recognize you and yours in the future.  As the 

office continually reviews our membership household information, we will make requests of this type of info so 

that we don't leave you out in the coming year.  Please feel free to e-mail churchoffice@stjohnbingen.com or 

contact the church office (639-6178) with your dates.  Thank You!  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Minutes of St. John Lutheran Church + Bingen 

Voters Assembly Meeting 

 

Budget and Election Meeting 

 

Date and Time: December 4, 2017 8:00 p.m.  

 

Called to Order by: Chairman Tim Scheumann 

 

Devotions: Pastor Peter Brock opened with the Early Evening Prayer from page 297 in the LSB.  Hymn 

332, “Savior of the Nations, Come” was sung.  The reading was from 1 Corinthians followed by prayer.  

 

Recording Secretary’s Report: 

 The October 30, 2017 minutes were approved as presented. 

 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Brock presented the membership changes since our last meeting (attached). 

There were eight baptisms – Abigail Ruth Brock and Hannah Suzanne Thomas on November 12, 2017, Lincoln 

Silao Salima, on November 22, 2017. Carsyn Noel Bruns, Wesley Ennis and Piper Ennis on November 26, 2017, Daniel 

Patrick Bryan on November 29, 2017 and Arianna Ethima Snyder on December 3, 2017. 

M/S/C To transfer into membership Lora Hormann from Emanuel, New Haven, IN 

There were two marriages – Nicholas Hall and Jorae Bradbury on November 18, 2017 and Tyler Freeman and Sadie 

Strahm on December 2, 2017. 

M/S/C To transfer Emma Scheumann to St. Peter Ev. Lutheran, Indianapolis, IN 

M/S/C To grant Donovan Holle a peaceful release 

As of December 4, 2017 there were 878 souls and 686 communicants. 

Pastor informed the members of the Christmas service schedule.  There are 3 midweek Advent services on 

December 6, 2017, December 13, 2017 and December 20, 2017.  Christmas Eve day, December 24, 2017, will have a 

9:00 a.m. Divine Service, 7:00 p.m. Children’s Christmas Eve Service and an 11:00 p.m. Candlelight Divine Service.  The 

December 25, 2017 Christmas Day Divine Service will be at 9:00 a.m.  December 31, 2017 will have a 9:00 a.m. Divine 

Service and the New Year’s Eve Divine Service at 7:00 p.m.   Church Council Installation will be at the January 7, 2017 

10:30 a.m. Divine Service.  This will include all newly elected officers and all officers serving on Church Council in 

2018. 

 

New Business: 

 Elder Don Gresley presented the following slate of “Nominated Officers for 2018” as recommended by the Nominating 

Committee (ballot attached).  Don thanked the members who served on the nominating committee and also the members 

who allowed their name to be placed on the ballot. 

 The ballot is as follows:   

  

 President Randal Lepper Robert Thorn 

 Vice-President Martin Aumann Don Gresley 

 Elder Ron Bultemeier Jeffrey Schroeder 

 Treasurer Jay Witte 

 Chairman of Deacons Casey Holt Luke Lepper 

 Deacons Dean Hoffman Carey Oetting 

  Royce Bradbury Jim Schlemmer 

 Chairman of Trustees Jim Butler Jared Scheumann 

 Trustees Kurt Frecker Greg Hardesty   

  Andrew Scheumann Stephen Amstein   

 Board of Evangelism Shane McBride Kent Strahm  

 Board of Parish Education David Albersmeyer Tom DeBolt 

 Wyneken School Board David Sprague Aaron Scheumann 

 Board of Stewardship Michael Scheumann Matthew Allmandinger  

 Board of Planning Chad Kukelhan  Garry Murdock, Sr. 

   

 There were no additional nominations from the floor. 



 

 M/S/C That nominations be closed 

 M/S/C To accept the ballot as presented 

  

 The ballot voting proceeded. 

 

 The 2018 Budget was then presented (budget and supporting documentation is attached) in power point format. 

 Jay discussed the “2018 Budget Summary” and “Summary of Income Sources” 

  

 Item #1 “Bringing Christ to the world” was presented by Delin Kleine. 

  This included the 2018 special collection dates as follows: 

 Concordia Theological Seminary January 7, 2018 

 Decatur Area Lutherans for Life January 21, 2018 (door collections only) 

 Family Assistance Fund Wednesday evening Lenten services 

 Mission Festival I – Westfield House May 20, 2018 

 Mission Festival II – Worship Anew September 9, 2018 

 Lutheran World Relief November 22, 2018 

 Family Assistance Fund Wednesday evening Advent services 

 Family Assistance Fund December 24, 2018 11:00 p.m. Candle Light and 

   December 25, 2018 Christmas Day Service 

 M/S/C To accept Item #1 as presented 

  

Item #2 “Preaching the Gospel in our midst” was presented by Jay Witte. 

 M/S/C To accept Item #2 as presented 

 Item #3 “Beautifying Our Worship” was presented by Jay Witte. 

 M/S/C To accept Item #3 as presented 

 Item #4 “Bringing up our children as fruitful branches of the 

Living Vine” was presented by Jay Witte. 

 M/S/C To accept Item #4 as presented 

 Item #5 “Efficient Administration of Our King’s Business” was presented by Jay Witte. 

 M/S/C To accept Item #5 as presented 

 Item #6 “Care of the Sanctuary” was presented by Jay Witte. 

 M/S/C To accept Item #6 as presented 

 Item #7 “Protecting our Investments”, Item #8 “Other” and Item 

#9 “Our Indebtedness” was presented by Jay Witte 

 M/S/C To accept Item #7, Item #8 and Item #9 as presented 

 

The 2018 total budget for operations is $653,648.00 which is an increase of 9.9% over 2017. 

 

Delin Kleine then presented the following dates for the 2018 calendar: 

 Voters Council Wyneken Association 

January 29, 2018 January 15, 2018 May (TBD) 

April 30, 2018 February 12, 2018 August (TBD) 

July 9, 2018 March 12, 2018 

October 30, 2018 April 9, 2018 

December 3, 2018 May 29, 2018 

   June 25, 2018 

   August 13, 2018 

   September 10, 2018 

   October 15, 2018 

   November 12, 2018 

   December 10, 2018 



  

M/S/C To accept the Voter’s meeting dates for the 2018 calendar 

   

 The following resolutions were presented by Jay Witte. 

 M/S/C To use 40% of the base salary as housing allowance for both the Pastor and the Youth & Family Life 

Coordinator. Furthermore, BE IT RESOLVED that St. John Lutheran Church Bingen, as a standing 

resolution to remain in force and effect until such time as amended or revoked, hereby authorized and 

establishes a housing allowance for the Pastor and Youth & Family Life Coordinator, or designee living in 

the parsonage I or parsonage II home and at any time serving it in an amount each year equal to 40% of that 

person’s annual base compensation. 

 M/S/C To pay mileage for both the Pastor and Youth & Family Life Coordinator at the 2018 IRS rate. 

Furthermore, BE IT RESOLVED that the salary paid to the Pastor and the Youth & Family Life 

Coordinator does not include an auto allowance and all auto expenses are reimbursed at the recommended 

2018 IRS mileage rate of $0.55 per mile, or as adjusted/amended by the IRS throughout the year. It is 

further understood that a person other than the employee will examine the mileage logs and that they 

adequately comply with IRS accounting records and that the records will be kept for at least four years by 

the employing body.  

 

 Tim Scheumann presented the election results as follows: 

  President Randy Lepper  

  Vice-President Don Gresley 

  Elder Ron Bultemeier 

  Treasurer Jay Witte 

  Chairman of Deacons Luke Lepper 

  Deacons Dean Hoffman Royce Bradbury  

  Chairman of Trustees Jim Butler  

  Trustees Kurt Frecker Andrew Scheumann 

  Board of Evangelism Kent Strahm 

  Board of Parish Education Tom DeBolt  

  Wyneken School Board David Sprague 

  Board of Stewardship Michael Scheumann 

  Board of Planning Garry Murdock, Sr. 

M/S/C To make the elections unanimous 

  

 Delin Kleine stated that 2018 contribution labels will be available soon.  The member numbers will stay the same as in 

2017.  Delin also encouraged the members to use their labels to simplify record keeping. 

 

 M/S/C To adjourn 9:11 p.m. 

 Pastor Brock closed with the Lord’s Prayer in unison and the Benediction. 

 

Members Present: 52 

Others Present: 0 

 

  Respectfully Submitted 

  Jeffery L. Kiess 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School 
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This month we introduce to you the 20 students in Grade 3. Teacher is Mrs. Michelle Martin. 

 

Students   Parents    Cong. 

   Ashlyn Baumann  Chad/Jill Baumann  (F) 

   Katelyn Borne   Micah/Amanda Borne  (P) 

   Jacob Bultemeier  Davon/Dianna Bultemeier (O) 

   Henry Faurote   Ben/Catherine Faurote  (P) 

   Kane Ferrell   Wendy Ferrell   (B) 

   Veronica Franz   Darin/Amber Franz  (F) 

   Lanie French   Ryan/Jennifer Lehrman  (B) 

   Jaxon Harkless   Joshua/Amanda Harkless (P) 

   Carsten Hudson   Jeramey/Gretchen Hudson (F) 

   Katherine Kitson  Don/Beth Kitson  (F) 

   Joselynn Phillips   Mandalynn Steiner  (P) 

   Skyelar Pritchard  Michael/Holland Pritchard (P) 

   Gabrielle Putteet  Christopher/Nicole Putteet (F) 

   Katelyn Reinhart  Matthew/Sarah Reinhart  (P) 

   Colin Ripley   Jeff/Tricia Bultemeyer-Ripley (F) 

   Corbin Saalfrank  Chad Saalfrank   (B) 

       Katie Spieth 

   Diederich Scheumann  Aaron/Mindy Scheumann (B) 

   Maya Schlemmer  Brian/Kristie Schlemmer  (F) 

   Zachary Vitatoe   David/Kimberlee Vitatoe  (P) 

   Derick Vogel   Eric/Angela Vogel  (P)   

    

 

Birthday Greetings  

Happy Birthday and God’s blessings to our Wyneken family members celebrating birthdays in February.   

Faculty-Mrs. Julie Smith (grade 6), Mrs. Janine Albert (PK);  Students-Katelyn Money, Khloe Wetoskey, Remy 

Bultemeier, Amanda Rabel, Christian Werling, Leyna Macke, Lauren McMahon, Emma McMahon, Jaxon 

Harkless, Adilyn Knipstein, Tristen Wurm, Brayden Hardley, Madeline Vitatoe, Camden Selking. 

 

Spring Enrollment    

Enrollment forms for the 2018-19 school year are being updated and will be mailed mid-February to all 

currently enrolled families and those families who attended the open house. If you were unable to attend the 

open house or you know of a family who would be interested in receiving information and would like to be 

included in the enrollment mailing, please call the school office with your information. If you have had a recent 

change of address please contact the office ASAP so we may update our records. Thank you. 

 

Third Quarter Chapel Offerings - Sharing God’s Love – Gifts for Bethesda.  

We have designated our third quarter chapel offerings to Bethesda Lutheran Communities. Bethesda is a 

Christian organization that provides homes and other services for people with developmental disabilities across 

the United States. We create connections that support people on their journey to live the best life possible. We 

help people make a home for themselves. Those we support live their lives as they choose in an environment 

where they learn, grow and connect. Bethesda helps people with intellectual and developmental disabilities  



 

 

connect with their communities. Through these connections, the people we support are empowered to make 

choices that grow into a greater independence that enables them to continue their journey to live the best life 

possible. Bethesda is committed to enabling the people we support grow their faith, while discovering 

welcoming, fully-inclusive congregational communities where they can connect with others. Bethesda is a 

national leader in providing homes and support, promoting awareness and advocating for people with 

intellectual and developmental disabilities. Operating at program locations across the United States, we 

succeed through the passion of our employees and volunteers who make a difference every day in the lives of 

those we support. To learn more about Bethesda or to make an on-line donation, go to 

https.//bethesdalutherancommunities.org. 

 

PTL Meeting February 12th! Join us for our next PTL meeting as guest speaker Cathie Bledsoe presents on 

Internet Safety and Cyber Bullying.  Cathie Bledsoe is a Youth Educator for the Indiana State Police (ISP) Internet 

Crime against Children Task Force (ICAC). The ISP provides presentations to Indiana schools, churches, and youth 

organizations. These presentations offer age-appropriate, timely information, relevant to youth, age 8 to 18. Mrs. 

Bledsoe has over 10 years of teaching K-12 and college level courses. She has taught in both public schools, 

private schools, and the juvenile probation system. She has been a presenter on Internet Safety and Cyber 

Bullying for over 10 years, holds a Master’s in Secondary Education-Instructional Technology and working 

towards a Doctorate in Education. If you have any questions, please contact Abby Wilder. 

 

School Closed Reminder  

Wyneken will be closed on Friday, February 16 for a Teacher Professional Development Day and on 

Monday, February 19 for President’s Day (this day will be used as a E-Learning make-up day). 

 

ISTEP TESTING  

The first scheduled testing of the Spring ISTEP Testing Part 1 is February 26 – March 9 (grades 3-8). IREAD-3 

(Grade 3) is March 12-16. Please do not schedule appointments or vacation days during this time.  

 

February Events & Activities   

February 5, Grade 4 to McMillen HC; February 6, Mid-term of 3rd Quarter; February 8, Parent-Teacher 

conferences; February 8, School Board meeting@ 7pm; February 12, Kindergarten, 1st, 2nd & 3rd grades to 

McMillen HC; February 12, PTL meeting @7pm; February 14, Valentine’s Day parties; February 16, No School 

(teacher professional day); February 19, No School, President’s Day (E-Learning make-up day); February 

26-March 9, ISTEP Testing Part 1; February 25, K-2nd grades choir sings at St. Paul, 10:15am. 

 

God’s Choice Award Night Rescheduled   

We have moved this event to Tuesday, February 27 at 6:30 PM. Please join us for an evening of Biblical 

accounts presented by the Wyneken K-8 students.  Doors will open at 6:15. All students should attend and need 

to arrive by 6:20.  Guests should enter the main doors and go to the gym. 

 

Sports schedules can be found on the Wyneken website at www.wyneken.org – click on the sports link  
 

Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally 

accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in administration or its educational 
policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other school administered programs 
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