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 Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

Warm greetings to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, and Prince of 

Peace! 

 

 This December-January issue of the St. John, Bingen newsletter covers the "Time of Christmas," a period 

in the Church Year that is subdivided into three very important seasons: 

 

1) Advent - a time of subdued praise in repentant preparation for celebrating the incarnation of our 

Savior as well as His imminent Final Advent. (Please note that a special introduction and explanation 

of Advent and Christmas worship has been included in the following pages of this newsletter) 

 

2) Christmas - a joyous time celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ who took on flesh to suffer death 

for our salvation 

 

3) Epiphany - meaning "to shine upon" or "to make manifest," during which season we observe the 

glory of God manifested in the person and work of Jesus Christ. 

 

Although each season is unique, the focus remains the same: "that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 

sinners" (1 Timothy 1:15).   

 

For many of us, this "Time of Christmas" will be filled with beloved traditions, family events, and joyful 

homecomings.  For some of us, this time will also be filled with a sense of loss and longing - either because 

our holiday joy is restrained by anxiety, personal struggles, or family difficulties or because we must journey 

through this festive time without the company of a loved one who now rests in Jesus' saving arms.  Whether 

your joys in the coming months are terrific or tempered, sublime or subdued, please make sure that your 

"Time of Christmas" is, above all, filled with the gifts of your Savior, Jesus Christ - gifts that bring comfort 

to troubled hearts, joy and gladness to souls that mourn, and an unending peace that comes from above.   

 

In the Word of God read and proclaimed, in His very body and blood, and in the company of your fellow 

saints at St. John, Bingen, Christ comes to be your Immanuel, to be God with you and God for you.  Here, in 

your church, you will be filled with the peace and the joy that only Christ can provide.  Here you will find 

the most precious Christmas present of all, wrapped in bread and wine, that will be for your soul the highest 

good.  Here you will join with your family and friends and all the company of heaven to laud and magnify 

the glorious, saving name of the Christ-child born in Bethlehem. 

 

My prayer for you throughout this "Time of Christmas" is that your traditions, your family events, and all 

your celebrations be seasoned and inspired by one focus and message: "that Christ Jesus came into the world 

to save sinners."  May your Advent worship prepare you for the coming Savior; may your Christmas worship 

fill you with the peace and joy that Jesus was born to bring; may your Epiphany worship cause the glory of 

God in Christ to shine upon you through Word and Sacrament.     

 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  Dear friends, receive your King. 

 

In Christ,  Pastor  

 



Advent - An Introduction... 
 

Advent is a penitential season of repentant preparation for the celebration of Christ's birth at 

Christmas and for His final Advent on the Last Day. Like cleaning the house before a birthday party or any 

other festive celebration, the season of Advent prepares us to celebrate the coming of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

The word "advent" comes from the Latin word adventus, which means "appearing" or "coming." Throughout 

the season of Advent, we recognize three ways in which Christ comes to us.  
 

First, the eternal Son of God came to us in time and space when He was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. Of Christ's wonderfully mysterious incarnation, the apostle Paul writes, "When 

the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those 

who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons" (Galatians 4:4-5). That is, the sinless 

Son of God became man, that through His perfect life, death, and resurrection, of which we are made 

participants in Holy Baptism, we might become the children of God. Advent prepares us to celebrate this 

glorious event in salvation history. 
 

Second, the eternal Son of God comes to us through His Word and Sacraments. Just as every Sunday 

is a "little Easter," celebrating the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior, so do we rejoice that every Sunday, 

Christ "advents" Himself among us in the proclamation of His holy Word and in His true body and blood, 

given us Christians to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of our sins. Advent is also a time to be reminded of 

this saving truth, and to prepare to meet our Savior in the breaking of the bread. 
 

Third, the eternal Son of God is coming again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 

kingdom will have no end. In this sense, Advent carries on the theme that was emphasized toward the end of 

the Church Year. As we prepare to celebrate the coming of Christ in the flesh on that first Christmas, so do we 

prepare for the coming of Christ in the flesh on the Last Day. For those washed in the blood of the Lamb who 

was slain, this return of Christ in judgment is something we eagerly welcome and await.  
 

Concerning the coming of Christ, St. Bernard wrote: "In the first coming, Christ comes in the flesh 

and in weakness; in the second, He comes in Spirit and power; in the third, He comes in glory and majesty; 

and the second coming is the means whereby we pass from the first to the third." What a privilege it is this 

Advent season to celebrate Christ's first coming and look forward to His final return by coming together in 

God's house where Christ comes even now to serve us with the gifts of His cross! 
 

+ + + 
 

Advent at St. John + Bingen 
 

December 3, 2017 is the First Sunday in Advent and thus the beginning of our penitential preparation 

at St. John as a gathered people of God.  Just like the last several years, you will notice that Divine Service, 

Setting IV is used throughout Advent (as in Lent - another penitential season of preparation). Because this 

time of repentant preparation is marked by subdued praise, it is appropriate to use this Divine Service setting 

wherein the majority of the liturgy is spoken rather than sung. You will also notice that the Gloria in Excelsis 

is omitted throughout Advent, again restraining our praise in anticipation of Christmas Eve when the song of 

the angels will ring out loud and long. Our worship is also blessed to include Morning Prayer, a Prayer Office 

especially appropriate for Advent with its inclusion of the Benedictus, the Song of Zechariah. (See Luke 

1:57-80) 
 

 This year, our Advent Midweek Evening Prayer Services will follow the theme "Christmas 

Commemorations." Each Wednesday in Advent, we will gather in God's house to remember one of the 

saints whose commemoration day is celebrated in Advent. Why do this? Good question. Thank you for 

asking. ☺ The practical reason that led to the creation of this series is simply that all three Wednesdays in 

Advent are commemoration days – Nicholas of Myra on December 6; Lucia on December 13; and Katharina 

von Bora Luther on December 20. Moreover, and certainly more important than a coincidental calendar, 



Article 21 of the Augsburg Confession states: “Our churches teach that the remembrance of the saints is to be 

commended in order that we may imitate their faith and good works according to our callings.” The Lutheran 

Service Book explains: “The Lutheran reformers understood that there was great benefit in remembering the 

saints whom God has given to His Church. The Apology of the Augsburg Confession (Article 21) gives three 

reasons for such honor. First, we thank God for giving faithful servants to His Church. Second, through such 

remembrance our faith is strengthened as we see the mercy that God extended to His saints of old. Third, 

these saints are examples by which we may imitate both their faith and their holy living according to our 

calling in life… Their defense of the fundamental beliefs of the Christian faith and/or their virtuous living 

have caused these individuals to stand out over time as persons worthy of recognition. In every case, the 

purpose of our remembrance is not that we honor these saints for their own sake, but as examples of those in 

whom the saving work of Jesus Christ has been made manifest to the glory of His holy name and to the praise 

of His grace and mercy” (xii). 

  

 As in previous years, each Advent Midweek Evening Prayer Service will begin with a hymn-sing at 

6:45pm. Those who attend will be invited to volunteer their favorite hymns which we will then sing together. 

(This is a good opportunity for anyone who laments that there is not more time in the Christmas season for 

singing our favorite Christmas carols/hymns).  The Readings, Hymns, and Sermon will focus on the 

"Christmas Commemoration" for that Midweek Service. The Midweek Services will also include special 

music by the Handbell Choir, Wyneken Choir, and Adult Choir.  An abbreviated Service of the Sacrament 

will be offered following each Midweek Evening Prayer Service. 

 

May this Season of Advent be a blessing to you and your salvation, as together we prepare to celebrate the 

birth of our Savior and to welcome Him as our King! 

 

+ + + 

 

"The Time of Christmas" 

Worship at St. John + Bingen 

 
Four Sundays in Advent 

 

1st Sunday in Advent - December 3, 2017 

"Advent" 

Mark 11:1-10 

 

2nd Sunday in Advent - December 10, 2017 

"John Appeared" 

Mark 1:1-8 

 

3rd Sunday in Advent - December 17, 2017 

"To Bear Witness about the Light" 

John 1:6-8, 19-28 

 

4th Sunday in Advent - December 24, 2017 

"Nothing Is Impossible with God" 

Luke 1:26-38 

9 a.m. Divine Service 

No Bible Class 

10:15 a.m. Children’s Christmas Eve Service 

Dress Rehearsal 

Advent Midweek* - Christmas Commemorations 

  

Advent Midweek 1 - Wednesday, December 6 

"Nicholas of Myra, Pastor" 

Special Music: Wyneken Singers – Come, O  

   Long Expected Jesus 

 

Advent Midweek 2 - Wednesday, December 13 

"Lucia, Martyr" 

Special Music: St. John Choir – Lo How a Rose 

 

Advent Midweek 3 - Wednesday, December 20 

"Katharina von Bora Luther" 

Special Music: Handbell Choir 

 

*6:45pm - Congregational Hymn-Sing 

7pm - Advent Evening Prayer 

(An abbreviated Service of the Sacrament will be 

offered following the Evening Prayer Office) 

 



 

Fourth Sunday in Advent + Sunday, December 24, 2017 
 

9 a.m. – Divine Service 

10:15 a.m. -  Children’s Christmas Eve Service Dress Rehearsal 

No Bible Class 

 

 

Christmas Eve + Sunday, December 24, 2017 
 

7 p.m. - Children's Christmas Eve Service 

11 p.m. - Candlelight Divine Service 

 

 

Christmas Day + Monday, December 25, 2017 
 

9 a.m. - Christmas Day Divine Service 

 

 

First Sunday after Christmas + Sunday, December 31, 2017 
 

9 a.m. - Divine Service with Lessons and Carols 

No Sunday School or Bible Class 

 

 

New Year's Eve + Sunday, December 31, 2017 
 

7 p.m. – New Year’s Eve Divine Service 

 

 

The Epiphany of Our Lord + Saturday, January 6, 2018 
 

7 p.m. - Epiphany Divine Service 

 

 

The Baptism of Our Lord + Sunday, January 7, 2018 
 

8 a.m. – Matins Office 

9:15 a.m. - Sunday School and Bible Class 

10:30 a.m. – Divine Service 

(Church Council Installation at 10:30 a.m. Divine Service) 

 

 

2nd – 5th Sundays after the Epiphany + Sundays, January 14-February 4, 2018 
 

 

The Transfiguration of Our Lord + Sunday, February 11, 2018 

 

 



Christian Stewardship 
 
Christmas is coming. It is a joyous time of feasting. The Church feasts upon the Word of God in Sermon, song, and 

Sacrament. We hear the proclamation of the message of the angels: “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of 

great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 

Lord” (Luke 2:10–11). We mingle our voices with theirs as we sing, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 

among those with whom he is pleased” (Luke 2:14)!  
 

We receive the proclaimed Savior, Christ the Lord, not wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in manger, but 

wrapped in bread and wine placed into our mouths for the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. We feast in great joy 

indeed because of this great blessing from our Lord and God.  

 

God’s people in ancient Israel also feasted with great joy. The Lord showered His abundant blessing on His people. 

And He commanded them to feast upon it (Deut. 16). The people were to go to the place appointed, where the Lord 

would make His name dwell, and give offerings, each man as he was able, according to the blessing of the Lord that 

He had given them (Deut. 16:10, 15, 17). And there the Lord would bless them with joy as they feasted upon what the 

Lord had provided. They ate of the choice parts of their offerings. They enjoyed the company of all the people of God 

as they together heard His promises of blessing, sang of His bountiful goodness, and partook of what He gave.  

 

We feast on the Word who became flesh to dwell among us, not just during Christmas, but throughout all the year. We 

feast not just on the salvation He has wrought for us in His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, but we feast also on all the 

temporal blessings that God gives out of His fatherly divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in 

us. We enjoy the rich bounty that God provides, not only in Word and Sacrament, but also in house and home, 

property and income, family and friends.  

 

And then, as did our brothers in the faith from ancient Israel, we give as we are able, according to the blessing of the 

Lord our God that He has given us. Indeed, we, like them, give generously of the first fruits of our income, which He 

gives, so that all may know and enjoy the salvation He gives and the joy we have in the Savior born in the city of 

David, who is Christ the Lord.   

 

 

Special Collections:   Retired Workers – 12/24 Candlelight and 12/25 Christmas Day 

     

    Concordia Theological Seminary – 1/7/18 

 

    Decatur Area Lutherans for Life – 1/21/18* (Door offering) 

 

*Pending Voter Approval  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A.D. 2020 – 175th Anniversary of St. John, Bingen   
 

 + One LORD, One Faith, One Future + 
 

In thanksgiving for 175 years of God’s grace at Bingen, we have designated a 175th Anniversary Mission 

Offering with the goal of raising $175,000 by December 26, 2020 to support the church's mission and mercy 

work in Tanzania, Africa and for international students studying at Concordia Theological Seminary. 

Members and friends of St. John, both past and present, are invited to show forth their thankfulness to the 

Lord by supporting this special mission project from now through 2020. Further information and forms for 

“purchasing” a “brick” for the church model are available in the entry of the church. 

 

The 175th Committee has set up an historic display in the Parish Hall. The two cases of historic items are 

updated monthly, with one case filled with new items and the second case containing the items from the 

previous month. If you have any historic, Bingen-related items of interest (such as pictures, documents, or 

artifacts) that you would like to loan for the display, please contact committee chairman Lynn Selking or 

archivist Linda Abdon. All items are kept in a locked display case and returned when the display is changed. 

Please be sure to give Lynn or Linda your contact information along with a description of the item you are 

loaning, so we may be sure to return it to you.  

 

 

Historic notes from congregational minutes: 

 
December 3, 1888 The “organ pumper” shall be paid $10.00 per year. 

March 7, 1897 More area needed to tie horses. Resolved to use area in front of church and, if necessary, use 

the school grounds. 

June 5, 1904 Resolved: Install steam heat in the church.  

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Council and Staff at St. John wish all of you a joyous Christmas  
 and blessed New Year!   We also extend a sincere thank you to all the 
current and outgoing church officers and special committee members for their 
time and efforts this past year.   It takes many countless hours to make 
everything run smoothly, continue to function and looking great!  God bless the 
talents you share here at St. John.  And lastly, thanks to all of you not named 
above who just take care of the little things when they are noticed, to those 
who come and help when asked and to those who tend to the repairs and fine 
tuning as you see fit.  We appreciate you!  Blessings to all this new year upon 
us! 

 



 

Ladies News
 

LADIES AID 
Christmas Dinner will be held on 

Wednesday, December 13th from 11:00 

a.m.-1:30 p.m. @ Adams Heritage 

December quilting dates:  6th, 20th  and 27th  

CANCER PADS 
 Next sewing date:   TUESDAY 

                January 16th - 8am to 11am    

                We would love to have you join us! 
        

 

 

 
LADIES GUILD  

Date:  Tuesday, December 19th  

Time:  6:00 p.m. Appetizers and Program, 7:00 p.m. Dinner 

Place:  Parish Hall  

Roll Call:  Favorite childhood gift received at Christmas 

Activity:  Christmas Party 

RSVP by December 8th to Jean Letter 260-639-3170.  If you do not desire to have a Guild 

Sister for 2018, please notify Teegen Brock. 

 

January 2018:  Our theme for the year will be Little Ones of the Bible.  We will meet on Jan. 16, at 7 P.M. Roll 

call is:  Name a child from the Bible.  Program:  Children of the Bible – Open Bible Quiz.  The new officers 

will set up committees.  That includes the serving committees for each month. 

 
  

 

Social Committee Announcements  
 

   Cards - Next Date:  December 7th.   Every 2nd Thursday of the 

   month @ 1:30pm we meet in the parish hall for cards, snacks and 

   fellowship.  All are welcome to join us! 
 

 

 

                  The St. John Social Committee invites you to join us for: 

 

Concordia High School Christmas at the Embassy   

We hope you will join us for the beautiful and festive Concordia High School 

Christmas at the Embassy Concert on Sunday, December 10, at 4:00 pm.  We will meet at the 

church at 2:45 for anyone interested in carpooling.  Tickets are general admission, so we want 

to arrive early to get a good block of seats.  Ticket prices are $10 for adults and $5 for students 

and seniors.  After the concert, you are invited to Les and Jan Zelt’s for hors d’œuvres and 

desserts.  You are welcome to bring a beverage of your choice.  If you are interested in tickets, 

please contact Jani MacDowell at 413.4169 or Jan Zelt at 639.3136.   
 



 

 

 



 

 
December Baptismal Birthdays 

 

Penny Albersmeyer 

Dustin Anderson 

Jenny Beaulieu 

Dean Berning 

Eugene Berning 

Aric Bradtmueller 

Kevin Brown 

Kyle Brown 

Lou Ann Bultemeyer 

Sarah Butler 

Kenneth Buuck 

Carson Canales 

Drexel Canales 

Stephanie Canales 

Isaac Caston 

Troy Christman 

Rhonda Conrad 

Glenys Counterman 

Janet Curtis 

David Embler 

Timothy Fuhrmann 

Andrew Gavrun IV 

Khloe Goble 

Cheryl Grant 

Don Gresley 

Theodore Grillot 

Kennedy Groce 

Savanah Handshoe 

Angela Hardesty 

Brian Hartman 

Kendra Heckman 

Joshua Hershberger 

Job Hoffman 

Steven Holle 

Margaret Holley 

Jeffrey Holtzclaw Jr. 

Brian Horning 

Corbin Howard 

Jamison Hyde 

Melvin Kleine 

June Krauss 

Michael Krey 

Fred Kunkel 

Jessi Mahlan 

Wendy Mahlan 

Carson McBride 

Grant McBride 

Todd McBride 

Garry Murdock Jr. 

Debra Murdock 

Glendolyn Rhymer 

Jamie Salima 

Easton Sauer 

Lori Sauer 

Taylor Sauer 

Donna Scheiman 

Dale Scherer 

Emily Scheumann 

Melinda Scheumann 

Marlene Schieferstein 

Shelby Schieferstein 

Andrew Schwartz 

Amanda Selking 

Emily Selking 

Kyle Selking 

Willis Smith 

David Smock 

Eric Stockman 

Elley Tedeschi 

Hannah Tedeschi 

Tegan Votaw 

Louis Welch 

Colton Witte

 

January Baptismal Birthdays 

Bill Anderson 

Lucas Anderson 

Jaxson Augustyniak 

Josh Augustyniak 

Kathryn Bender 

Don Bixler 

Tyrone Boenker 

Kevin Bradtmueller 

Peter Brock 

Jason Bultemeyer 

John (Jack) Clear 

Larry Eckerley 

Alex Flower 

Jacob Flower 

Danielle Fuhrman 

Gerald Fuhrmann 

Theodore Gilreath 

Cadence Groce 

Jason Groce 

Janice Grover 

Madeline Hartman 

Kayla Hershberger 

Mitchell Hicks 

Florence Hoffman 

Steve Jacobs 

Molly Johnson 

Brooke Kleine 

Delin Kleine 

Ryan Kleine 

Alvera Knipstein 

Fay Koenemann 

Roger Koenemann 

Patricia Krauss 

Kathleen Krey 

Jean Lepper 

Logan Lepper 

Ruth Linnemeier 

Katie Mahlan 

Rachel McBride 

David Melcher 

Louise Melcher 

Joy Meyer 

Claire Nelson 

Alan Oetting 

Jennifer Oetting 

Miranda Peconge 

Nicole Plas 

Madeleine Plumley 

Carly Radecki 

Jon Reese 

Ritch Reynolds 

Delbert Scheiman 

Andrew Scheumann 

Paul Scheumann 

Emily Schwartz 

Paul Schwartz 

Heath Selking 

Lincoln Selking 

Owen Strahm 

Ollis Whitacre 

Tonda Witte 

William Yunk 

Eileen Zwick

 

December and January -  Wedding Anniversaries 

12/2 William & Eileen Zwick 

12/6 David & Lynnda Wilson 

12/12 Luke & Taylor Lepper 

12/12 Kyle & Tina Selking 

12/14 Jon & Danielle Fuhrman 

12/27 Brian & Angela Horning 

Robert & Ann Thorn 

James & Erin Hull 

Adam & Tiffany Hoffman 

Bryan & Jennifer Oetting 

David & Melanie Scheumann 

Phillip & Evie DeBolt  

 



 

 
 

           

     Current subscription lists for 2017 will continue with the Indiana District  

   office for 2018 mailings.  If you do not care to receive this publication  

   going forward, please contact the church office immediately.  If you 

currently do not receive this and would like to start in 2018, we can add new names at any time and the cost is 

prorated, just contact the church office via a phone message (639-6178) or you can email 

churchoffice@stjohnbingen.com.  Annual subscription cost is $19.  There will be a specific “Lutheran Witness” 

label included with contribution labels to be issued in December that you may use on envelopes in the collection 

plate. 

 

 

St. John - December Voters'  Meeting 
Monday, December 4th @ 8:00pm 

    
 

 

2018 - CONTRIBUTION LABELS 

Please do not throw away any unused labels at year's end.  You will be retaining your existing number assigned and 

labels will continue to be good into 2018 and additional will be issued in December.   

 

2017 CALENDAR EVENTS 
 
 

ANNUAL REPORT INFORMATION 

Reports from all organizations are due on Friday, January 5th. 
 

February Newsletter and Calendars 

Deadline is Wednesday, January 17th for all Information 
 

49th Annual Lutheran Bible Institute 
The Decatur Lutheran Bible Institute will be celebrating their 50th year. The dates are: Jan. 16,23,30 and Feb 

6th. It will be held at Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School starting at 7pm. Topics will be announced soon. 

Come and grow your faith. Instructors include: Rev. Dr. Reed Lessing; topic: Book of Jonah, Rev. Daniel 

Burfiend; topic: Book of Ecclesiastes, Rev. James Voorman; topic: TBA, Fourth instructor and topic: TBA 
 

Find it on the stjohnbingen.com Website 
Take a little time to check out the info we are now posting to the website.  Weekly bulletins, 
calendars and the monthly newsletters can be found on our website. 



 
 

 

   

**Worship for Shut-ins has now been renamed Worship Anew** 

 

 

 

Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc. 
 5 Martin Luther Drive Fort Wayne, IN  46825-4996 

 

 

December 
December 3, 2017 – First Sunday in Advent 
Psalm: 80:1-7; Old Testament: Isaiah 64:1-7; Gospel: Mark 13:28-37 
“Do We Or Don’t We?” - Sermon Text: Mark 13:29,33 – Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer 
What Do We or Don’t We know about the second coming of Jesus?  How does what we know and don’t know shape our 
daily lives? 
 

December 10, 2017 – Second Sunday in Advent 
Psalm: 80; Old Testament: Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11; Gospel: Mark 1:1-8 
“The Trailblazer” - Sermon Text: Mark 1:4 - Rev. James Elsner 
The life of a trailblazer is risky!  It takes courage to do something new – something that’s right and good.  John the 
Baptist was a bold trailblazer for Jesus.  He shows us the way for making things new again! 
     
December 17, 2017 – Third Sunday in Advent 
Psalm: 126; Old Testament: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28 
“Good News for a Change!” - Sermon Text: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 - Rev. William Mueller 
In God's Word, we read how we will have troubles in this world, but God encourages us to take heart because He has 
overcome the world.  It is true that we know all too easily how wicked this world can be.  But God has good news for us 
– good news of such a nature and to such an extent that our lives will forever be changed! 
 

December 24, 2017 – Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Psalm: 89:1-5; Epistle: Romans 16:25-27; Gospel: Luke 1:26-38 
“A Great Announcement” - Sermon Text: Luke 1:26-38 - Rev. Walter Maier III 
The angel Gabriel made a great announcement to Mary.  This story brings us comfort and joy, as we consider the way 
the announcement was made, what was announced, and how God prepared Mary for the role announced to her.   
 
December 31, 2017 – First Sunday after Christmas 
Psalm: 111; Epistle: Galatians 4:4-7; Gospel: Luke 2:22-40 
“Mother and Son” - Sermon Text: Luke 2:22-40 - Rev. Paul Shoemaker 
When Mary and Joseph brought the infant Jesus to Jerusalem Simeon confessed: "my eyes have seen Your salvation." 
Jesus is our salvation.  He has come to "redeem those who were under the Law." 

 

“Worship for Shut-Ins” can be viewed every Sunday: 

7:00 am:   NBC Channel 21.2    

 8:00 am:   Comcast Cable Channel 252 & FiOS 9 

             Digital 33.2  

11:30 am:  DIRECTTV - Christian Television (TCT) Channel 377 

             WINM-TV 12/38 (TCT) 

                    DISH 7442 

            Comcast 10 & FiOS 12 

 4:00 pm:   Comcast Cable Channel 55 & FiOS 12 

“Worship for Shut-Ins” can be viewed every Monday: 

10:00 am:  Comcast Cable Channel 55  & FiOS 25 

“Worship for Shut-Ins” can also be found on the following website - click "Online Worship": 

www.worshipforshutins.org 

http://www.worshipforshutins.org/


 

 

Minutes of St. John Lutheran Church + Bingen 

Voters Assembly Meeting 
 

Date and Time:  October 30, 2017, 8:02 p.m. 

 

Called to Order by: Chairman Tim Scheumann 

 

Devotions:  Pastor Peter Brock opened with the Early Evening Daily Prayers from 

  page 297 of LSB.  Hymn 656 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” was sung.  The reading was         

  from Romans Chapter 3, followed by prayer. 

 

Recording Secretary’s Report: 

  The July 10, 2017 Voters Meeting minutes were approved as presented. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Jay Witte presented the Income Statement for the nine months ending    

  September 30, 2017 (attached).  Contributions to Salaries and Maintenance were $286,146.34. 

  With expenses of 414,950.05, the year to date deficit is $128,803.71.  Net deficit will be 

  $92,739.94 after accounts receivable for Youth and Family Life Counselor from participating 

  churches are incorporated. 

  M/S/C To accept the Treasurer’s report as presented. 

 

Financial Secretary’s Report:  Delin Kleine presented his report on the 3rd Quarter  

  Ending September 30, 2017 (attached).  He pointed out that we were mostly in line with the   

  previous three years receipts. 

  M/S/C  To accept the Financial Secretary’s report as presented. 

 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Brock presented the membership changes since our last meeting 

  (attached).   

  There were three baptisms – Carter Matthew Howard on August 6, 2017,  Kori Lyn Scheumann 

  on September 7, 2017,  and  Myranda Leigh Bryan on October 29, 2017. 

  There were three Confirmations – Daniel Patrick Bryan,  Myranda Leigh Bryan,  and  Nichole 

  Linn Swander on October 29, 2017. 

  Three members were transferred to their eternal glory – Marjorie Lou Tingen-Price on  

  September 24, 2017, Verlin Bultemeier on October 25, 2017,  and  John Henry Mahlan on 

  October 30, 2017. 

  M/S/C To allow for the peaceful release of James Zelt from membership, at his request. 

  M/S/C To accept into Associate Membership - fieldworkers Josef Muench  and  Mika Patron. 

  Membership as of October 30, 2017 is 872 souls and 686 communicants. 

  Christmas season worship schedule will include one 9:00 a.m. Divine Service on Sundays  

  December 24 and December 31, along with normal seasonal evening services. 

  Circuit Forum and Indiana District Convention lay delegates and nominations were presented. 

  M/S/C To elect Bob Thorn as Lay Delegate to the Circuit Forum and to the Indiana District 

  Convention. 

  M/S/C To elect Kevin Selking as Alternate Lay Delegate to the Circuit Forum and to the   

  Indiana District Convention. 

Pastor’s Report (cont) 

  M/S/C To nominate  Rev. Shayne Jonker, of Faith Lutheran  Roanoke, for the office of  

  Circuit Visitor. 

  M/S/C To nominate Rev. Dr. Daniel Brege, of St. Paul – Preble, for the office of District 

  President. 

 

Youth and Family Life Coordinator’s Report: Brian Horning expressed his thanks to  

  all the members who assisted with the 500th Reformation Celebration and Oktoberfest,  

  especially Harry Kleine, Mick Scheumann, Jani MacDowell, and Pastor Brock. 

  The event came in under budget and the surplus of funds will be added to the offering to be  

  given to Project Wittenberg. 



 

 

 

  We have received a $30,000 Ministry Resource Grant from The Lutheran Foundation to help 

  fund our new family life training opportunities and develop a “Family Life Resource Center” 

  in the family nursery room. 

  There was a Circuit Youth event held here on September 29, with youth from 7 congregations 

  in attendance. 

  The Youth’s annual Roll Bake Fundraiser is coming up on November 18. 

  The Youth’s Christmas shut-in visits will be scheduled in December. 

  Pastor Brock added his thanks to Mr. Horning for his many hours of effort to make the 500th  

  Reformation Celebration and Oktoberfest a success. 

 

Elders’ Report: 

  No Report. 

 

Trustees’ Report: Logan Lepper reported that the roof replacement on the parish hall and 

  office areas are under way and will include snow guards when complete. 

  A work day is scheduled for November 11 at about 8:00 a.m. to plant trees in the grove. 

 

Deacons’ Report: 

  No Report. 

 

Wyneken School Board: 

  No Report. 

 

St. John’s Board of Education: 

  No Report 

 

Board of Stewardship:  Tom Croucher reported that the board will be working on  

  budgets this week.  They are also looking in to methods of electronic giving. 

 

Board of Planning: Roger Scherer reported that Midwest Maintenance, Inc. started  

  working on the church’s foundation on October 18 and is making steady progress towards 

  completion before winter.  

 

Board of Evangelism: 

  No Report. 

Wills Committee: 

  No Report. 

 

175th Anniversary Committee:  Lynn Selking sent in a report that the last bowl and  

  plate orders should be ready in the next couple of weeks. 

 

Church Beautification Committee: 

  No Report. 

 

Men’s Activity Committee: 

  No Report. 

 

On-going Management and Care of the Farmland in the New Church Building Fund: 

  Verlin Bulmahn reported that 56 trees have been purchased for planting in the grove in  

  coordination with the Trustees’ work day on November 11. 

 

Old Business: 

  None 

 

 

 



 

 

 

New Business: 

  Jon Zwick will coordinate snow removal for the parking lot.  If you can help with snow  

  removal, please contact Jon with your contact information so he can notify help as needed. 

  Delin Kleine stated that contribution statements should be mailed in the next week. 

 

  M/S/C To Adjourn at 8:45 p.m. 

  Pastor Brock closed with the Lord’s Prayer prayed in unison and the Benediction. 

 

Members Present: 38 

Others present:   0 

 

       Respectfully Submitted, 

       Randal D. Lepper 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School 

December 2017 Newsletter 
 

This month we introduce to you the 25 students in our 1st grade class.  Teacher is Mrs. Carolyn Voshell. 
  

Student    Parents    Cong 
Dakota Berning   Brian/Alisha Berning  (B) 
Jasmine Clemons   Brian/Stephanie Clemons  (F) 
Hayden DeBolt   Thomas/Misty DeBolt  (B) 
Kaden Everett   Karly Everett/Brooks Blanton (F) 
Charles Faurote   Ben/Catherine Faurote  (P) 
Oliver Faurote   Sean/Jennifer Faurote  (P) 
Evan Franz   Darin/Amber Franz  (F) 
Cadence Groce   Jason/Glenna Groce  (B) 
Alexis Hardley   Kyle/Lindsay Hardley  (O) 
Grant Harkless   Joshua/Amanda Harkless  (P) 
Emelia Hoffman   Nick/Rebecca Hoffman  (P) 
Cayla Holt   Casey/Maybelle Holt  (B) 
Riley Hoot   Joshua/Tracy Hoot  (B) 
Brogan Hudson   Jeramey/Gretchen Hudson (F) 
Hannah Lichtle   Alex/Ashley Lichtle  (F) 
Elaine Nidlinger   John D/Casey Nidlinger  (F) 
Emmett Rumschlag  Nathan/Shannon Rumschlag (O) 
Easton Sauer   Andrew Sauer   (B) 
    Kylie Sauer 
Garrett Scherer   Ryan/Shelly Scherer  (B) 
Caleb Selking   Aaron/Amanda Selking  (B) 
Camden Selking   Greg/Jodi Selking   (B) 
Owen Shane   Alex/Bobbi Shane   (P) 
Kara Smith   Ed/Julie Smith   (P) 
Ashlyn Vogel   Eric/Angie Vogel   (P) 
Lane Williams   Kenneth/Stephanie Williams (P)   

 
 
Birthday Greetings  
Happy Birthday and God’s blessings to our Wyneken family members celebrating birthdays in December.  
Faculty/Staff: Pastor Brock, Mrs. Fuhrman (office). Students:  Ashlynn Williams, Elaine Nidlinger, Drake Bryan, 
Grayson Riehm, Veronica Franz, Morgan Scherer, Haleigh Wesley, Garrett Scherer, Kate Kitson, Andi Sloffer, Jett 
Beaulieu, Ella Sovine.  

First Grade News 
It is hard to believe that we are already at the mid-way point of the second quarter!  At the beginning of November, the first graders 
had a great time building scarecrows in our classroom as a fun transition from our pumpkin unit to our popcorn unit.  We have been 
spending time learning about how popcorn grows and the different parts of the popcorn plant.  We have been using popcorn to 
study volume and weight.  To end our popcorn unit, we transformed our classroom into a movie theater complete with movies, 
snacks, and fun activities.  The first graders continue to work hard at becoming better and better readers and to learn their addition 
and subtraction math facts.  We look forward to some time off at the end of the month, as we celebrate Thanksgiving with family 
and friends and as we remember always to thank God for the many blessings he has given to us! 

Wyneken Craft Show, Saturday, December 2, 9am-3pm  
 Mark your calendars!  It’s time to plan for all your holiday shopping in one place and in one day! We have over 65 vendors 
displaying their goods throughout the entire school. Homemade cookies will be available at the Cookie Walk (come early for this 
one) and lunch being served from 11am-1pm. All booths are full! Don’t miss it!  See you there!  
 
Fall Scholastic Book Fair  
The Online Book Fair starts November 20 and runs through December 8!  You can shop for books online and they will get shipped to 
the school, and delivered before Christmas Break!  Books make great holiday gifts, and all purchases support the school! Use this 
link- http://www.scholastic.com/bf/wyneken. The in-store Book Fair opens on December 2 during the craft show hours and will 
continue through December 8. Volunteers are needed, contact Mrs. Hull at library@wyneken.org or 
https://volunteer.scholastic.com/#/signup/qiLPI679F. Any amount of time you can help is greatly appropriated. 

http://www.scholastic.com/bf/wyneken
mailto:library@wyneken.org
https://volunteer.scholastic.com/#/signup/qiLPI679F


 
 
 
SCRIP 
 It’s not too early to be thinking of your holiday shopping needs and gift card ideas. Plan ahead and place your orders early to insure 
you will receive your certificates/cards on time. Scrip order sheets are available at the school office, from a Scrip representative or 
on-line at www.wyneken.org, open the Scrip link for an order form. Orders need to be turned in to the school office by Thursday of 
each week. The school office will be closed for Thanksgiving Break November 23-24, so you will need to place an order by 
Wednesday. 
 
PTL Meeting Agenda – November 13, 2017 
Call to Order: 
 1) Devotions and Prayer – Abby Wilder 
 2) Minutes from the September 2017 Meeting 
 3) Treasurers report – Kari Butcher 
 4) Principal’s report 
 5) Committee Reports 
  a) Food and Beverage – Gretchen and Catherine 
  b) Social – Abby and May 
  c) SCRIP – Jim 
  d) Technology 
  e) Scholarship 
  

6) Fundraising 
  a) SCRIP contest 
  b) Prom 
 7) Old Business 
 8) New Business 
 9) Adjournment – Lord’s Prayer 
 
Morning Drop Off   
For the safety of all individuals, students should enter door #1 (main school entrance) in the morning.  Please do not use the 
childcare entrance unless you are using the services of childcare.  Students entering thru childcare WILL BE assessed childcare rates.  
As a reminder, parents should plan to use the carline in the morning or park their vehicle and walk their child to the entrance at door 
#1 (main entrance).  This is for the safety of all individuals!  Please do not drop your child off in the middle of the parking lot or at the 
sidewalk.  If not using the carline in the morning, your child must be escorted to the main entrance.  All of this is in place to ensure 
the safety of each child and individual here at Wyneken. 
 
What is AmazonSmile  
As you begin your Holiday shopping, consider using AmazonSmile for your purchases. AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way 
for you to support your favorite charitable organization every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at 
smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with 
the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to your favorite charitable organization. How do I shop at 
AmazonSmile?  To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to our Wyneken link at https://smile.amazon.com/ch/35-1161570 from the web 
browser on your computer or mobile device. If this is your first visit to AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), you need to select a 
charitable organization (Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School) to receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin 
shopping. Amazon will remember your selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a 
donation to Wyneken.  
 
Family Accounts 
Your family accounts (registration, tuition, hot lunch, library fees) are available to see on RenWeb. You will need to have your 
RenWeb ParentsWeb account set up to do this. Please check your ParentsWeb account monthly for your statement fees. As 
payments are made, they will be posted to your account and you will be able to see your monthly statement amounts. If you would 
prefer to receive a paper copy of your monthly account statement, we can email it to you or send one home with your child. Please 
call the school office and let us know or contact Cheryl Reinking directly at creinking@wyneken.org. We are not able at this time to 
accept payments through RenWeb towards your registration/tuition fees, library fees or hot lunch account but we are working to 
have it ready soon.  If you have any questions regarding your account(s) please call the school office. 
Registration Fees Reminder 
At school registration in August, parents had the option of paying half of the school registration fee at that time and the other half at 
the end of the second quarter (first semester) on December 21, 2017. The remaining balance of your school registration fees will be 
due by Monday, January 8, 2017 unless other arrangements are made. If you will need to make other arrangements please contact  

http://www.wyneken.org/
http://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/35-1161570
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
mailto:creinking@wyneken.org


 
 
 
Mr. Gavrun prior to January 8. Reminder letters will be mailed to families in mid December (before Christmas break). Payments can 
be mailed to the school or dropped off in the office. The school office will be closed December 22-January 2 for Christmas break,. 
 
December – January Events/Activities    
December 2, Wyneken Craft Show, 9am-3pm; December 2, Scholastic Book Fair begins; December 7, Firefighter Phil program for 
Kdg-3rd grades; December 18, Geography Bee, 1:45pm; December 19, Christmas Music Program, 6:30pm and Pre-K “Angel, Angel” 
program; December 21, End of 2nd Quarter (44 days); December 22-January 2, Christmas Break; January 3, Classes resume; January 
8-19; NWEA Testing; January 12, Spelling Bee, 1pm; January 16, LBI, 7-9:30am;  January 19, Birthday lunches; January 21-27, 
National Lutheran Schools Week; January 21, Open House, 12-3pm; January 22, Adams County Spelling Bee@6:30pm (St. Joseph-
Decatur); January 23, LBI, 7-9:30pm; January 28, grade 6-8 special choir sings @ St. John, 10:30am service. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

WE WISH YOU AND YOUR FAMILIES A JOYOUS CHRISTMAS SEASON 

 AND GOD’S BLESSINGS IN THE NEW YEAR. 
 

Pastor Brege  Pastor Dahling   Pastor Brock   Mr. 
Brian Horning   

Mr. Andrew Gavrun Mr. Marvin Drier   Mrs. Amber Franz  Mrs. 
Julie Miller   Mrs. Jessica Gavrun Mrs. Julie Smith   Mrs. Pam Brewer  

 Mrs. Courtney Butcher   Mrs. Michelle Martin Mrs. Sarah Anderson  
 Mrs. Carolyn Voshell  Ms. Rebecca Klenke  

Ms. Tricia Day  Mrs. Janine Albert  Mrs. Angela Horning  Mrs. 
Danielle Fuhrman Mrs. Jodi McBride Mrs. Erin Hull   Mrs. Lynn Brege  

 Mrs. Sharon Franke Mrs. Kathy Palacios Mrs. Penny Albersmeyer  Mrs. 
Stephanie Comer  Mr. Greg Louis   Mrs. Christine Cornett and the 

Wyneken Childcare Staff   
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