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The Ascension of Our Lord 
25 May 2017 

7pm 

 

As We Gather... 

  

 In both the Apostles' and the Nicene Creed, we confess that 40 days after Christ rose 

from the grave on Easter Sunday, He "ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty." Though, regrettably, many have lost interest in this festival in 

recent times, Ascension Day is one of the chief feasts of the Christian church year, 

always observed on the 6th Thursday of the Easter Season (the 40th day of Easter).  

 

 "Ascension Day is the coronation celebration of our Lord as He is proclaimed to be 

King of the universe. Jesus' ascension to the Father is His entrance to the greater 

existence beyond the confines of time and space, being no longer bound by the 

limitations of His state of humiliation. Jesus now sits at the right hand of God, which 

Luther correctly taught is everywhere, having again taken up the power and authority that 

were His since before time. Yet our Lord is present with us who remain bound by time 

and space. He is with us as true God and true man, exercising His rule in the Church 

through the means of grace which He established: His Word and Sacraments. In those 

means of grace, we mortals can grasp the King of the universe and receive a foretaste of 

the feast to come" (Treasury of Daily Prayer). 

 

 Jesus' bodily ascension took place visibly before the eyes of the disciples in order that 

the truth of the ascension might be historically established for the disciples and, indeed, 

for the whole Christian Church. The Scriptural truth that Christ "ascended to the right 

hand of God" means that His ascension is not a mere "seat of honor" nor a "seat of rest," 

but the heavenly throne of Christ's exalted humanity.  

 

 The Lutheran Confessions describe it like this: "He did not merely ascend to heaven 

as any other holy person, but, as the Apostle testifies [Eph. 4:10], he ascended far above 

all the heavens, truly fills all things, and now rules everywhere, from one sea to the other 

and to the end of the world, not only as God but also as a human being...It is nothing 

other than the almighty power of God, which fills heaven and earth...On the basis of this 

communicated power, he can be and truly is present with his body and blood in the Holy 

Supper according to the words of his testament, to which he has directed us through his 

Word." 
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 The following Scripture passages are helpful for understanding this most blessed 

confession concerning the Ascension of Christ:  

 

Acts 1:1-11 

Mark 16:19 

1 Peter 3:22 

Romans 8:18-39 

Ephesians 1:20-23; 4:10 

Hebrews 1:3; 4:14; 7:26; 8:1 

Psalm 110 
 

 Grounded firmly in these sacred Scriptures, the Ascension Hymn of the Day, See, the 

Lord Ascends in Triumph, strongly confesses its significance for us today: "He has raised 

our human nature / On the clouds to God's right hand; / There we sit in heav'nly places, / 

There with Him in glory stand. / Jesus reigns, adored by angels; / Man with God is on the 

throne. / By our mighty Lord's ascension / We by faith behold our own."  

 
 

Prayer before Worship... 

  Up through endless ranks of angels, cries of triumph in His ears, to His heavenly 

throne ascending, having vanquished all their fears, Christ looks down upon His faithful, 

leaving them in happy tears. Death destroying, life restoring, proven equal to our need, 

now for us before the Father as our brother intercede. Flesh that for our world was 

wounded, living, for the wounded plea! To our lives of wanton wandering send Your 

Spirit, promised guide. Through our lives of fear and failure with Your power and love 

abide. Welcome us, as You were welcomed, to an endless Eastertide! Amen. 
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+ ASCENSION PROCESSION + 
 

Stand and face the Processional Cross. 

 

INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

EASTER ACCLAMATION  
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing  LSB 493 
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5 Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, 

And be our future great reward. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

Then, throned with You forever, we 

Shall praise Your name eternally. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

6 O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 

All praise to You let earth accord: 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

You are, while endless ages run, 

With Father and with Spirit one. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 
 

P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 

P  Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

C  who made heaven and earth. 
P  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

C  and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

P  O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of 

Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 

death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being. 
 

P  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
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+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 

INTROIT     Psalm 110:1, 4-5; antiphon: Psalm 47:5 
God has gone up | with a shout,* 

 the LORD with the sound of a | trumpet. 

The LORD says to my Lord: "Sit at my | right hand,* 

 until I make your enemies your | footstool." 

The LORD has sworn and will not | change his mind,* 

 "You are a priest forever after the order of Mel- | chizedek." 

The Lord is at your | right hand;* 

 he will shatter kings on the day | of his wrath. 
 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will  be forever. | Amen. 
 

God has gone up | with a shout,* 

 the LORD with the sound of a | trumpet. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE Up through Endless Ranks of Angels  LSB 491 (alt. tune) 
 

1 Up through endless ranks of angels, 

    Cries of triumph in His ears, 

To His heav’nly throne ascending, 

    Having vanquished all their fears, 

Christ looks down upon His faithful, 

    Leaving them in happy tears. 

 

2 Death-destroying, life-restoring, 

    Proven equal to our need, 

Now for us before the Father 

    As our brother intercede; 

Flesh that for our world was wounded, 

    Living, for the wounded plead! 

 

3 To our lives of wanton wand’ring 

    Send Your Spirit, promised guide; 

Through our lives of fear and failure 

    With Your pow’r and love abide; 

Welcome us, as You were welcomed, 

    To an endless Eastertide. 

 

4 Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Oh, to breathe the Spirit’s grace! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Oh, to see the Father’s face! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Oh, to feel the Son’s embrace!

SALUTATION AND COLLECT 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray. Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended 

into the heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and mind and continually dwell there with 

Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
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FIRST READING  Acts 1:1-11 
In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, until the 

day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles 

whom he had chosen. He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, 

appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.  And while 

staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of 

the Father, which, he said, "you heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."  So when they had come together, they 

asked him, "Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?" He said to them, "It is 

not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. But you 

will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." And when he had said 

these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 

And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white 

robes, and said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was 

taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven." 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

EPISTLE READING  Ephesians 1:15-23 
For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all 

the saints, I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation 

in the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what 

is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the 

saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according 

to the working of his great might that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead 

and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and 

power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the 

one to come. And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the 

church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Stand 
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ALLELUIA 
 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 24:44-53 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 24th chapter. 

 

 

Then [Jesus] said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, 

that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be 

fulfilled." Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to them, "Thus it is 

written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that 

repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 

from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And behold, I am sending the promise of 

my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high." Then 

he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. While he blessed 

them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him and 

returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple blessing God. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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NICENE CREED 
I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life + of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 

Sit 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  See, the Lord Ascends in Triumph  LSB 494  

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 He has raised our human nature 

    On the clouds to God’s right hand; 

There we sit in heav’nly places, 

    There with Him in glory stand. 

Jesus reigns, adored by angels; 

    Man with God is on the throne. 

By our mighty Lord’s ascension 

    We by faith behold our own.

 

SERMON  
 

Stand    
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Sit 
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OFFERING Choir – Abide with Me 
As the offerings are collected, the "Record of Fellowship" may be filled out and passed down 

the pew.  When it reaches the end of the pew, please pass it back. All stand to sing the Offertory 

as the offerings are brought forward. 

 

OFFERTORY  
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+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE 
P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

THE PROPER PREFACE FOR ASCENSION 
It is truly meet, right, and salutary … evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS   ~ Holy, Holy, Holy 
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THE LORD'S PRAYER   
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD   
P Our Lord Jesus Christ… 

 

PAX DOMINI ~ The Peace of the Lord 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

 
 

AGNUS DEI  ~ Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Sit 
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THE DISTRIBUTION 
Communicants at this altar are to be in full confessional fellowship with The Lutheran Church–

Missouri Synod. If you would like to know more about our faith and practice, please speak with 

our pastor after the service. 

 

  On Christ's Ascension I Now Build  LSB 492 
        

  Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise  LSB 680 
       

  Crown Him with Many Crowns  LSB 525 
 

Stand 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS   ~ Song of Simeon 
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THANKSGIVING  
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 

same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 
 

 

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS  
P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P Bless we the Lord.  

 

 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  

 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and + give you peace. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN  Look, Ye Saints the Sight is Glorious  LSB 495 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  


