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WELCOME TO WORSHIP at St. John Ev. Lutheran Church! We are glad that you have come 

to the Lord's house today to be fed and strengthened by God's holy Word. The Order of Service 

for today is found in the Lutheran Service Book located in the seatback in front of you.  Pages and 

hymn numbers are noted on the half-sheet in this worship folder and briefly on the overhanging 

flap.  Guests, we extend a special welcome to you this morning and pray that your hearing of 

God's Word may be a blessing to your life and salvation. If you are visiting with us, please 

include your name and address in our "Record of Fellowship" located in each pew and passed 

during the offering. We are privileged to have you as our guest today and encourage you to 

worship with us again soon. 

OUR NURSERY AND RESTROOMS are located through the south doors (on the left as you 

leave the sanctuary) and to your left. The service can be heard and seen in the nursery through a 

live, closed-circuit television broadcast. 

ASSISTED HEARING DEVICES are available for your use during the service. Please ask a 

Deacon to assist you if you would like to make use of  

one. 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 

Sunday School and Bible Class 9:15 a.m. in Parish Hall 

Tuesday Early Bird Bible Class, 6:00 a.m. in Parish Hall 

 



 

IN OUR PRAYERS  Lori Franz, Kevin Mahlan, Bob McIntosh, Dave Smock, Loren 

Heckman, Marlene Duffey, Elinore Lesman, Mark Horning, Patricia Seeman, Evelyn 

Faye Leal, Mary Hall, Vern Stemen;  

 

Shut-ins: Dorothy Bultemeier, Ileen Bultemeier, Kenny Buuck, Florence Hoffman, Ruth 

Linnemeier, John Henry Mahlan, Alvina Sauer;  

 

Our Soldiers: Garry Murdock, Jr., Jason Sauer, Ryan Scherer 

 
 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK:     4/2: 8 a.m. (148), 10:30 a.m.(154);                

     4/5: 1p.m. (26), 7p.m (104) 

 

This week at St. John:  
TODAY  Sunday of the Passion 

8:00 a.m. Divine Service 

   9:15 a.m. SS/BC 

   10:30 a.m. Divine Service 

   12:30 p.m. Public School Confirmation  

   5:00 p.m. Youth Planning Team 

   6:30 p.m. ALL Youth Parent Info. Mtg  

MONDAY  7:00 p.m. Handbell Practice 

TUESDAY   6:00 a.m. Early Bird BC 

Shut-in Visits 

THURSDAY  Holy (Maundy) Thursday 

8:00 a.m. Wyneken Chapel 

9:30 a.m. Pastors' Exegetical Study 

   1:00 p.m.  Divine Service 

   7:00 p.m. Divine Service 

FRIDAY  Good Friday 

   1:00 p.m. Chief Service 

   7:00 p.m. Tenebrae Service 

SATURDAY  Holy Saturday 

   9:00 a.m.  Youth Easter Breakfast Set Up 

   12:00 p.m. Youth @ Lazer X 

   8:00 p.m. Easter Vigil Service 

NEXT SUNDAY Easter Sunday 

6:30 a.m. Divine Service  

   8:00 a.m. Easter Breakfast 

   10:30 a.m. Divine Service 
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Thank you to the Youth, Social Committee, Ladies Guild, 175th Anniversary Committee, 

and Evangelism Committee for the wonderful meals during Lent.  Also, for those who 

donated their time and food.  These meals were very much a success.  Bonnie 

Bultemeyer, Ladies Guild President 
 

New Luther Movie Event Hosted by St. John Bingen:  On Monday April 17th the Bingen 

Evangelism Board is hosting a showing of the NEW movie "Martin Luther" at 6:30pm at 

Carmike 20 theater on Dupont Rd. in Fort Wayne. Tickets are available for purchase at the 

scrip table between services or the church office during the week. You can also purchase 

tickets online by clicking on the link on the church website. Tickets are $10 per person. 
 

LWML: Spring Praise Service will be at Faith Lutheran Church  - Roanoke on April 22, 

2017.  Registration is at 8:30am.  The Service, “LWML Celebrating 75 Years of 

Commending Christ From One Generation to Another” begins at 9:00 am.  A light lunch 

will be served following the service.  The Spring Rally will be held at Bethlehem 

Lutheran Church – Ossian on April 23, 2017 at 3:00 pm.  The speaker will be Pastor 

Brock.  A light dinner will be served. 
 

Anniversary Dinner & Open House: All past and current Wyneken families and students 

are invited to a celebration for Ms. Rebecca Klenke’ s teaching 40th anniversary dinner 

and open house to be held on Sunday, April 23, 11:30am, in the Wyneken cafetorium. 

Fellowship will begin at 11:30am with lunch being served at 12:00pm.  
 

Part-time Position: Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School Board is seeking a part-time 

Business Assistant to serve up to 20 hours per week.  This salaried position provides 

coordination of the business affairs and management of financial resources of Wyneken 

Memorial Lutheran School.  Interested individuals should have a degree in business, 

finance, accounting, or equivalent work experience and should be able to begin their on-

site role at the start of July 2017.  For more information please contact Mr. Andrew 

Gavrun (school principal) at 260-639-6177 or principal@wyneken.org. Applicants should 

submit resume with cover letter by April 18, 2017.  
 

2017 Financial Update at end of 1st Quarter: The Board of Christian Stewardship would 

like to inform the congregation of our current financial status at the end of the 1st quarter 

of 2017.  For the 2017 budget, we have received approximately $86,970.  A quarter of 

our 2017 budget is approximately $148,700.  To avoid a large end-of-year contribution 

requirement and another end-of-year deficit roll over, we ask that you keep this in mind 

as you consider your contributions.  Thank You. 
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+FAMILY CORNER+ 
 

Today in the Sunday School Opening we will hear about Jesus’ triumphal 

entry into Jerusalem. 

 

Today in Sunday School, the children will be studying Mark chapter 2 “Jesus Heals a 

Man Who Is Paralyzed.” Parents could ask, “In addition to healing the paralyzed man, 

what else does Jesus tell Him?” The miracle of healing the paralytic man confirms that 

Jesus, the Son of Man, has authority on earth to forgive sins, and it confirms what the Son 

of Man chiefly came to do: deliver us and all believers from sin, death, and the power of 

the devil. “How has Jesus healed us from our sickness of sin?” 

 

Today in Bible Class the adults will continue their study of Genesis. 

 

All children and adults are encouraged to join us in the Parish Hall for Sunday School 

and Bible Class at 9:15am. 
 

 

 
+ STEWARDSHIP CORNER + 
Matthew 21:3  “If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, 'The Lord needs them,' 

and he will send them at once." Did Jesus really need the donkey? If the 

man had refused to give the donkey would the work of salvation have 

been derailed? Of course not. But what an honor for the man who owned 

this donkey and foal! Likewise with us – the Lord needs none of us, but 

what an honor for God to choose to use our generosity in the work of His 

Church. 
 

Offerings Received at 03/27/17 Count $16,320.47 

Offerings Received thru 03/27/17 $86,965.70 

1st Quarter portion of budget $148,697.25 

Total 2017 Salary & Maintenance Budget $594,789 

2016 Deficit   $26,525.45 

2016 Deficit Reduction Collected through 03/27/17 $27,207.13 

 

 



Please join us for Holy Week Services 
 

 

Holy (Maundy) Thursday – April 13 

1pm & 7pm: Divine Service  
The Service of Corporate Confession and Absolution 

The Service of the Sacrament 

The Stripping of the Altar 
 

Holy (Maundy) Thursday marks the first of three sacred days known as the Triduum 

Sacrum (Latin for "sacred three days"). The Triduum includes Holy (Maundy) Thursday, 

Good Friday, and Holy Saturday. The name "Maundy Thursday" (from the Latin 

mandatum, which means "commandment") comes from the Lord's words in John 13:34: 

"A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, 

you also are to love one another." To emphasize the primacy of our Savior's actions for us 

(as distinct from our actions which respond in faith to God's actions for us), the name "Holy 

Thursday" is commonly used, helpfully inclusive not only of the Lord's washing of the 

disciples' feet and commandment to love, but also of His institution of the Lord's Supper 

on the night when He was betrayed.  Holy (Maundy) Thursday includes the Service of 

Corporate Confession and Absolution, signaling the end of the Lenten preparation with the 

absolution and peace  of Christ that stand at the center of the Triduum.  The Stripping of 

the Altar concludes the service, demonstrating the depth of Christ's servanthood in 

preparation for the Church's observance of Jesus' death on Good Friday. Because the 

Triduum is seen as one service in three parts or days, no Benediction is spoken at the 

conclusion of the Holy (Maundy) Thursday Service. The Triduum continues uninterrupted 

with the Chief Service on Good Friday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Good Friday – April 14 

1pm: Chief Service 
The Passion of Our Lord 

The Bidding Prayer 

The Reproaches 

The Service of the Sacrament 
 

7pm: Tenebrae Vespers 
The Passion of Our Lord 

The Bidding Prayer 

The Reproaches (with the extinguishing of candles) 

The Strepitus 

 

Good Friday stands at the heart and center of the sacred Triduum, even as Christ's death on the 

cross, which it commemorates and celebrates, stands at the heart and center of the Christian faith 

and life. The name for Good Friday may originally have been "God's Friday," but it is certainly 

also "good" because of the good gifts Christ won for us on this day.  The services of this day are 

marked by the Church's deepest humility and most solemn reverence, for she gives her attention 

to the cross and Passion of her dear Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. The Church's sorrow and 

contrition do not give way to despair, however; nor does she mourn the death of Christ. Good 

Friday is not observed as a funeral for Jesus, and we do not seek to self-cultivate feelings of sadness 

or pity for our Savior as His Passion is read. Rather, this is a day for repentance over sin and 

restrained joy and praise for the redemption that our Savior accomplished for us on the cross. Thus, 

in repentant faith the Church gives thanks for Christ's atoning sacrifice and lays hold of His 

redemption in the hearing of His Gospel and in the eating and drinking of His body and blood.   
 

At 1pm on Good Friday will be the Chief Service, appropriately scheduled during the hours our 

Savior hung upon the cross. It contains a number of ancient elements, particularly the reading of 

the St. John Passion, the Bidding Prayer, and the Reproaches. The concluding hymn, The Royal 

Banners Forward Go, ensures that the final note of the service is one of triumph, for God's faithful 

know the end of the story. At 7pm on Good Friday will be the Tenebrae Vespers. The service of 

Tenebrae (meaning "darkness") consists of the extinguishing of the church lights. A more recent 

addition to Tenebrae, often referred to as the "strepitus" (meaning "loud noise"), occurs after the 

last candle is extinguished. While the action has a variety of interpretations, including the 

scourging of Jesus by the soldiers and the earthquake at the moment of Christ's death, its placement 

in our Triduum services suggests another common understanding - the closing of Christ's tomb. 

As with the concluding hymn in the Chief Service, the return of the Light of Christ at the end of 

the Tenebrae Vespers ensures that the final note of the service is one of triumph as we anticipate 

the joys of Easter in the certain knowledge of Christ's resurrection from the dead.  Because these 

services constitute the center part of the Triduum, the Good Friday Chief Service and Tenebrae 

Vespers have neither entrance rite nor benediction; these holy three days conclude with the Vigil 

of Easter. 



 

Holy Saturday – April 15 

8pm: Decatur-Circuit Vigil of Easter 
The Service of Light 

The Service of Readings 

The Service of Holy Baptism 

The Service of Prayer 

The Service of the Word 
 

The Vigil of Easter on Holy Saturday brings the Holy Triduum to a festive completion. In 

much the same way as Holy (Maundy) Thursday is the completion of Lent and the 

beginning of the Triduum, so the Easter Vigil both completes the Triduum and ushers in 

the Fifty Days of Eastertide. This transition is poignantly manifested in the course of the 

vigil, which progresses purposefully from darkness to light. In some places throughout the 

early centuries of the Church's life, the people of God would hold vigil, which means "keep 

watch," through the night in expectation of Christ's return. As the Church gathered in vigil, 

she waited in hopeful expectation for the appearance of the resurrected Christ in those most 

recently born in Him, and, therefore, those who had prepared throughout Lent to be joined 

to Christ were baptized at the vigil. At the dawn of the new day at Easter sunrise, the newly 

baptized joined the entire Church in the chorus of alleluias at Christ's resurrection from the 

dead. While making a vigil through the night may not be common today, Christians 

nonetheless gather on Holy Saturday to wait in expectation for the news of Christ's 

resurrection and for His second coming. As a service of watching that ushers in the 

resurrection, the Vigil of Easter is traditionally comprised of six parts: 1) the Service of 

Light; 2) the Service of Readings; 3) the Service of Holy Baptism; 4) the Service of Prayer; 

5) the Service of the Word; 6) the Service of the Sacrament.  Here at St. John (and this year 

we are again privileged to host other congregations in our circuit for this Vigil Service), 

we do not hold vigil through the whole night as in the time of the ancient Church, and so 

the Service of the Sacrament is not included in our Easter Vigil, but is reserved for Easter 

morning itself.  However, because the Vigil of Easter marks the final day in the sacred 

Triduum and ushers in our celebration of the Resurrection, the service ends with the 

Benediction (which has not been heard since the beginning of the Triduum) and the Easter 

Acclamation: Christ is risen!  

 

 

 The Resurrection of Our Lord – April 16 

6:30am: Easter Sunrise Divine Service 

10:30am: Easter Day Divine Service 
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