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S E R V I N G  I N  J A N U A R Y  

Altar Guild 
 

Diane Luthy & Deb Hammel 

Greeters 
 

3- Janna Otten 

10- Carol Wentz 

17- Melissa Holman 

24- Deb Hammel 

Ushers 
 

Mel Rowold, Gene Luthy, Kevin 

Luthy, Brian Schoenbeck, Wes 

Stellhorn, Dennis  

Wegener, Mark Schoenbeck 

304 S. 5th Street - P.O. Box 162  Rev. Raymond Holman, Pastor  Jenna Otten, Secretary 

Baldwin, Illinois 62217-0162   Terry Rehmer, Custodian  Kevin Kahle, Groundskeeper 

(618) 785-2602     www.stjohnbaldwin.org   stjohnch@egyptian.net 

CALL THE CHURCH  

OFFICE AT (618) 785-2602  

or (618) 785-2138 

 

 When a member of your  

family is admitted to the  

hospital, so a visit can be  

made by Pastor Holman. 

 When your group plans to  

hold a meeting, so it can be  

cleared and placed on the  

church calendar. 

 When your home or business phone number or 

address is changed, so church records can be 

corrected. 

 When you are planning to move either out of town or 

locally. 

 When you know you are pregnant so that we will be 

able to assist you in any way we can with prayers, 

encouragement and support. 

 When a new baby arrives in your family or in the 

family of another church member.  

 When you are planning a wedding or baptism. 

Pastor’s Message –   Bible Verses Worth Memorizing 

Valentine’s Day 
 

Romans 5:8: “God shows his love for us in that while 

we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

 

Each week I go to Walmart in order to do my 

grocery shopping. Recently I noticed that a whole aisle 

had been set up in order to help people celebrate 

Valentine’s Day. I’ve looked up and down that aisle 

before. It is full of cards and candies to help people 

profess their love for each other. There are simple 

expressions of love (e.g., Necco Candy Hearts with 

sayings like, “Be Mine”, “True Love”, and “Hug Me”), 

and there are extravagant expressions of affection (e.g., 

expensive chocolates, cards, and the like). 

The way that people celebrate Valentine’s Day in 

our day and age implies that love originates within 

ourselves—that we are source of love, that our own 

feelings and emotions are the wellspring of love. But 

that ultimately isn’t the case. 

Love’s source is not within us; love’s source is God 

Himself. Think about it: God didn’t have to make us. He 

didn’t owe it to us to make us. He created humanity 

from the dust out of love. And, when mankind sinned, it 

was not mandatory that God continue to allow us to 

continue existing; it was well within God’s right to 

destroy us! But God didn’t. He continued to care for His 

creation despite the existence of sin. And more than that, 

God promised to rescue sinful humanity through the 

Savior (Genesis 3:17). 

But God’s ultimate expression of love is seen in 

Jesus. Jesus, the pure, holy, and sinless God-man, loved 

a world even though they would not love Him back. And 

although we were sinful, broken, unappealing—even 

“unloveable”—Jesus continued to love us all the way to 

the cross so that through faith we might be lovely in His 

sight. This is what led St. Paul to write in Romans 5:8, 

“God shows his love for us in that while we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us.” 

This verse from St. Paul is a beautiful verse to 

memorize. It reminds us that God’s love is so much 

better, so much purer than the love that we express 

toward each other. And more than this, it reminds us to 

Please remember to contact the church office for 

any changes of address. The United States Postal 

Service charges the church for each piece of mail 

that is returned or has to be forwarded to the 

correct address. Thank you for your assistance! 
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We remember in prayer—“Pray for each 

other so that you may be healed. The 

prayer of a righteous man is powerful and 

effective.” (James 5:16)  

+ For the sanctity of all human life, that we 

as the church would continue to defend 

those who cannot speak for themselves; 

+ For the defense of marriage as God’s gift 

for a man and a woman; 

+ For missionaries including Rev. Tim & 

Lisa Beckendorf of the Lutheran Bible 

Translators in Botswana; 

+ For Lutheran grade schools and Christ 

Our Savior Lutheran High School; 

+ For the Baldwin Food Pantry located at 

St. John; 

+ For those who are awaiting or recovering 

from surgery and those who are 

recovering from injury or illness, 

including Kyle Langreghr, and Jeremy 

Prange, and Velma Koenig; 

+ For those who are living with long-term 

illness, for those who support them, and 

those who oversee their care, especially 

for: Morgan Coop, Rhonda Whelan, 

Diana Becker, Ken Kohrs, Alberta 

Erdmann, Lela Rehmer, Kaitlin 

Schoenbeck, and Rhonda Niewelglowski, 

and Mary Loucks; 

+ For those who are mourning the deaths of 

loved ones, including the family of Don 

Buch; 

+ For those who are in nursing homes or 

homebound;  

+ For all of those who are unemployed or 

underemployed, that they would be able 

to find work to support themselves and 

their families. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regular Council Meeting           January 8, 2019 

 

Present: Kevin Luthy, Pastor Holman, Charlotte Liefer, Marvin 

Liefer, Gary Schoenbeck, Linda Schoenbeck, Alan Gummersheimer, 

Dennis Wegener, Jeff Rowold, Tony Junge, and Fleta Junge.  

Opening devotions were given by Pastor Holman. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Kevin Luthy 

Minutes from the previous meeting: Were read and approved.  

Motion was made and second to approve.  Motion carried.   

 

Financial Secretary Report:  Total receipts for December 2018, $21,050.71. Motion was made and second to 

approve. Motion carried. 

 

Treasurer's report: Ending balance for the general fund for December 2018, $73,933.18. Motion was made and 

second to approve. Motion carried. Charlotte Liefer reported that the congregation received a thank you note from 

Beckendorf Ministry. 

not only express our love for each other, but also to express our gratitude for what God has done for us in Jesus 

Christ. Because God has both created and redeemed us we can—and should—“thank and praise, serve and obey 

Him.” In Jesus we who were loveless, sinful people have been made into His lovely, holy children. 

As you celebrate Valentine’s Day this year, remember not only the love you express for your friends and 

family; more than this, remember God’s great love for you in Jesus Christ. He loved you with a perfect and pure 

love. And now through faith in Him you can know for certain that you are perfectly loved both now and into 

eternity.   Happy Valentine’s Day.      -Pastor Holman 

   -Pastor Holman 
Remember Our Shut-ins & Homebound 

 
Cedarhurst Memory Care: 

221 N. Main Street 

Sparta, IL 62286 

Eileen Mehring 

Homebound: 

Ella Falkenhein 

8901 Ridson School Road 

Marissa, IL 62257 

 

Rhonda Nieweglowski 

606 S. Market Street  

New Athens, IL 62264  

 

Frieda Sommer 

9115 Ridson School Road 

Marissa, IL 62257 

 

Patsy Schoenbeck 

322 Joan Street 

Marissa, IL 62257  

 

Patty Theobald 

402 W. 2
nd

 Street Apt. F 

Sparta, IL 62286 

Cedarhurst Memory Care: 

518 Legacy Drive 

Waterloo, IL 62298 

Melba Luthy 

Garden Place: 

351 Lockwood 

Red Bud, IL 62278 

Velma Koenig 

Alice Liefer 

Marvin Rosenberg 

Randolph County Care Center: 

312 Belmont Street 

Sparta, IL 62286 

Ken Gegel 

Aurelia Harms 

Red Bud Nursing Care Center: 

350 W. South 1
st
 

Red Bud, IL 62278 

Bernice Budde 

Iona Junge 

Wilma Junge 

Opal Luthy 
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

CONTACTING PASTOR: Anyone needing to speak with 

Pastor Holman can contact him by phone at (618) 785-2138 or 

by email at pastor.rholman@gmail.com. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: To make an announcement please 

contact Jenna at (618) 615-3430 or at stjohnch@egyptian.net. 

 

PRAYER LIST: If you know of someone who needs further 

prayer, or who has had their prayers answered and no longer 

needs to be on the prayer list, please contact either Jenna or 

Pastor. 

 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY:  Please consider joining us for 

Bible Study. All are welcome, regardless of how much you 

feel you know of the Bible! Our current Series is entitled, 

“Walking with God through Pain and Suffering.” 

 

WE’RE MOBILE, LIKE YOU: Stay up to date with any 

church updates by enrolling in Remind, our new text alert 

system. To sign up, text @sjb62217 to 81010 from your cell 

phone. Upon enrolling, you will receive a response text asking 

for your full name. After submitting your name, you will 

receive a second reply in which you should select option “P” 

by replying to the text chain. Email option available as well, 

speak with Jenna for more information or if you have 

questions. 

 

CHICKEN & DUMPLING DINNER: The Youth Group will 

be hosting their Annual Chicken & Dumpling Dinner on 

Sunday, February 10
th
 from 11a-1:30pm. Carryouts will be 

available. The Youth Group appreciates any donations of 

deserts and your support as they continue to fundraise for the 

National Youth Gathering in July. 

 

BALDWIN FOOD PANTRY: The Food Pantry will be open 

on the 1
st
 and 3rd Thursday evenings and the 4

th
 Saturday 

morning of each month. If any member would be willing to 

donate their time to serve at the Food Pantry, please contact 

Jeff Rowold or Dave Piel. 

Spiritual Ministries/Elder: Jenna Otten is 

wanting the Church Secretary Job. Motion was 

made and second to give the Church Secretary 

Job to Jenna. Motion carried. Jenna and Danielle 

Huebner will work together in January to 

transition the Secretary Job. 

Jenna Otten and Pastor will take responsibility for 

updating the Church website.  

 

Church Properties: An anonymous donor is 

going to paint the Parsonage garage. Discussion 

on what size tin is needed on the outside of the 

garage. More discussion about new School doors 

and what is wrong with them. Trustees are going 

to make a list of things that need to get done this 

year. 

 

COSLHS: Pastor reported that the High School 

started back up on Thursday January 3rd. One 

student left to attend a public school. 

 

Social Ministries: N/A 

Christian Education: N/A 

Evangelism: N/A 

Sunday school: N/A 

 

Stewardship: Jeff Rowold told the council that 

there were 9 or 10 people that came to the Food 

Pantry January 3rd. The Food Pantry received the 

money from the Catholic Diocese.  

 

Lutheran Youth Fellowship: -The LYF and 

parents took down the Christmas decorations on 

Sunday January 6th. 

- The Chicken and Dumplings dinner will be 

Sunday February 10th.  11:00 - 1:30 Donated Pies 

are greatly appreciated. 

 

Pastor’s Report: - Pastor Holman presented a list 

of individuals that are shut-ins, and homebound 

visits he has conducted for our congregation. 

- Pastor said a thank you to the members who 

came to the Lenten, Christmas and New Year's Day services.  

- Vaughn McBride passed away December 17. 

- Sunday Morning Bible Class- Walking with God through pain and Suffering. 

- Teaching Pre-Confirmation/Confirmation Weekly. 

- Assisting in teaching Theology at COSLHS Weekly. 

- Led Worship for Nursing Home (Red Bud Care Center) - Dec. 23.  

- Led Monthly Pastor's Meeting (January 8)  

 

Old Business: - There will be a door offering for Issues, Etc. Radio Program January 20.  

- Pastor let the Council know that Melissa Holman has finished the Colloquy Program and is a certified LCMS 

teacher.  
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New Business: - Charlotte Liefer reported to 

the Council that our Church is charging 

$30.00 for a cemetery lot. Other churches in 

the area are charging a lot more. The Village 

of Baldwin is charging $400.00 for a 

cemetery lot. The Council will contact Bob 

Wirth and see how many lots are still 

available. 

- Discussion about VBS and what to do in 

2019. Pastor will contact Pastor Hojnacki at 

Trinity Lutheran Church and see if Trinity 

would combine with Baldwin to have VBS.  

- The Annual Chicken Dinner is March 10th 

and the Committee needs to start planning.  

Fleta Junge said the LYF and parents will 

work the Dining room.  

- Pastor reported that the TLH (blue) 

hymnals will be removed from the pews 

January 20. 

- Pastor talk about the congregation 

Constitution book and it needs updated. 

Pastor will contact District Secretary. 

- Dennis Wegener told the Council that the 

Council Meeting Minute book is getting full 

and what to do with the old minutes. Council 

suggested to put 2015 minutes in three ring 

binder and put in office safe. 

 

Adjournment: - Motion was made and 

second to adjourn. Motion carried. 

- The meeting was closed with the Lord's 

Prayer. 

 

President, Kevin Luthy 

Secretary, Dennis Wegener 

 

 
 

Thank you for attending our Annual Trivia Night! 

 

Join us in celebrating National Lutheran Schools Week 

January 27 to February 2. NLSW provides nearly 2,000 

preschools, elementary school and high schools with the public 

opportunity to proclaim and celebrate God’s work among us in 

schools of The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod. 

 

Do you know a high school student looking for a change? COS 

is accepting transfer students for the spring semester as well as 

scheduling shadow days for incoming freshmen. Come see for 

yourself what makes COS a great high school experience. 

 

Early Registration Discount: The Christ Our Savior early 

registration deadline for 2019-2020 is January 31, 2019. The 

discounted rate is $150 for those who register and pay the fee 

before the deadline. 

 

Scholarships Available: The cost of attending COS can be offset 

by scholarships. Scholarships are available based on financial need 

as well as academics and service. For more information, call COS 

or visit our website: www.coslhs.org. 
 

The mission of Christ Our Savior Lutheran High School is to 

provide a Christ-centered and academically excellent 

education. 

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS DISTRICT ANNOUCEMENTS: 

 

CATECHISM PRESENTATIONS: Come join us as we 

explore the Christian Faith.  St. John's Lutheran in Ruma and 

St. Peter's Lutheran in Evansville will host a series of six 

presentations in February covering Luther's Small Catechism. 

See the image to the right for more details about these 

presentations. 
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