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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
Is Jesus in the Old Testament? Leviticus chapter 9 says:   
9“When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your 
field right up to its edge, neither shall you gather the gleanings after 
your harvest. 10And you shall not strip your vineyard bare, neither 
shall you gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard. You shall leave 
them for the poor and for the sojourner: I am the Lord your God.” 
Because of this law about leaving grain for the poor, Ruth was able to 
find food, Ruth was able to meet and marry Boaz, and from the line 
of Ruth and Boaz comes Jesus.  When God gave the law about glean-
ing, He had Jesus’ coming in mind! 
 
15“You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be partial to the 
poor or defer to the great, but in righteousness shall you judge your 
neighbor. 16You shall not go around as a slanderer among your peo-
ple, and you shall not stand up against the life of your neighbor: I am 
the Lord. 17“You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but you 
shall reason frankly with your neighbor, lest you incur sin because of 
him. 18You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the 
sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as your-
self: I am the Lord.” In the parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus 
teaches that everyone you meet is your neighbor. Who is our Lord? 
Our Creator who will judge us, our Savior Jesus who Himself was 
beaten for us, but who rose and is now exalted, and the Holy Spirit 
who gives love to us and through us. Yes, there’s Jesus, there’s Good 
News in the Old Testament, even in Leviticus! 
 
 
Pastor J. Christian Strickland 

The St. John Polka Service is back after not having one for two years  
because of Covid. The Polka Service will be held on Sept 18th at 10:00  
a.m. with music by Chuck Theil and his Jolly Ramblers. A full meal will  
follow in the fellowship hall, with a free-will offering going towards  
fixing the east basement stairway going outside. Please invite your  
friends, neighbors, and relatives to join us for worship and a morning  
of relaxation.  

JOKE TIME:  A man leaves home and goes for a run.  He runs for awhile and takes a left turn.  The man 
jogs further and turns left again.  He continues his run and takes another left turn.  On his way home, the 
man encounters two men who are wearing masks.  Who are these two masked men?   
 
ANSWER:  On the back page  
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August 2022 

Birthdays 
1 Carmen Hanson 
2  Dylan Zaeska 
 Caleb Santjer 
6 Jayden Kragenbring 
7  Courtney Carlson 
 Brooke Schultz 
8 Cara Cline 
11  Michael Renne 
12  Lucas Pickle 
 Lee Mattheisen 
19 Roland Johnston 
24 Bryan Hanson 
27 Brian Mahn 
 Jennifer Unger 
 Amelia Lilleberg 
29 Izabelle Anderson 
31  Prestan Lilleberg 
 
 

Anniversaries  
2 Scott & Candace Behm 
8  Brad & Chris Pickle 
 Jacob & Rebecca Peterson 
10  Stan & Barb Lilleberg 
15      Tyler & Nicole Santjer 
 Kris & Ali Holien 
16 Elden & Dorothy Pickle 
24  Herman & Rosie Witte 
 Matt & Tricia Lilleberg 
26 Lee & Kim Mattheisen 
28 Mike & D’Lynn Pickle 
29 Roland & Bunne Johnston 
 
Song of Solomon 3:4 
"I have found the one whom my soul loves." (ESV) 

Baptismal Anniversaries 
2 Preston Mettling 
7 Jeromy Zaeska 
8  Noah Renne 
9 Dorothy Kragenbring 
10 Sherry Elton 
 Michael Behm 
12  Kayden Cline 
13 Carson Wendorff 
 Brooke Schultz 
16  Bruce Baker 
21  Justin Schroeder 
22  Hannah Lilleberg  
30  Bruce Carlson 

Home Bound 
 

Mary Baker 
Stan Lilleberg  

Pearl Schroeder 
Pat Skluzacek 

Marilyn Stoffers 
Sharon Zaeska 
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Making the Most of Your 
Kids’ Summer Boredom 
Taken from the article posted  on 
www.witness.lcms.org,  June 6, 2022.  Written 
by Anna Mussmann. 

 
Boredom is a lot like stress. Both are things 
kids need to grow. Studies have demonstrated 
that children learn much-needed resilience by 
experiencing stress. “Good” stress can come 
through a wide variety of events: a music recit-
al, an illness or injury, a new sibling, facing 
down a fear, losing a pet, a heavy load of 
chores, or a tragedy. What makes stress man-
ageable is not the total amount, but whether or 
not the child has the coping strategies and fam-
ily support he needs. Furthermore, the more 
often a child takes on new challenges, the less 
stressful he finds them. 

 

Like healthy stress, healthy boredom is an im-
portant part of life. Human beings cannot truly 
think, wonder, create or pray without time free 
from distraction and activity. There is a reason 
our Lord says, “Be still, and know that I am 
God” (Psalm 46:10). Unfortunately, as a cul-
ture, we are terrified of the quiet stillness we 
call boredom. 

 

One study found that three-fourths of men and 
a quarter of women preferred to give them-
selves painful electric shocks rather than be left 
alone in an empty room for 15 minutes. We 
have become human beings who find boredom 
unbearable, yet also become bored at the drop 
of a hat. Our inability to handle time with our 
own thoughts is at least partly to blame for the 
way our cultural discourse has shifted so heavi-
ly toward soundbites, rants and other forms of 
manipulation. If we are honest, we will admit 
that it also affects our struggle as Christians to 
spend time reading God’s Word and praying. 

As Lutheran parents, we have a duty to resist 
the culture when it harms our children. We do 
not have to raise humans who cannot handle 

contemplation. Rather than over-structure our 
children’s summer with programs, worksheets, 
activities and screen time this year, we can 
give them the gift of the right kind of boredom 
and provide them with a chance to think. 

 

Admittedly, this is not always easy. Who wants 
to deal with whining offspring who cannot 
seem to find anything to do except pick on 
each other? Fortunately, in the same way that 
kids can learn through practice to find hard 
things less stressful, they can also grow in their 
ability to enjoy unstructured time. 

 

4 ways to help children  
embrace “boredom” 

 
1: Give them ideas worth thinking about. 
This may sound abstract, but it is actually a very 
practical question: How many big, deep, eternally 
significant ideas have you shared with your chil-
dren? Children deserve ideas. We wrong them 
when we treat them as frivolous beings who can 
only handle cutesy theology or stories that pander 
to short attention spans and gross humor. 
 
Read your children Scripture and the Small Cate-
chism. Go slowly, verse by verse, and ask them to 
tell back what they are hearing. If your children are 
unfamiliar with the language of the actual Bible, 
start with a text that tells a familiar story, such as 
the Gospel of Matthew. Welcome their  theological 
questions. If you cannot provide them with an-
swers, help them ask the pastor after church. Help 
your children memorize Bible passages.  Nothing 
encourages contemplation of Scripture like storing 
away verses that can pop into one’s head at unex-
pected times. 
 
Read your children real, high-quality literature. 
Find an anthology of classic poetry (we enjoy this 
one). Pick up great novels that introduce some of 
the questions humans have grappled with for centu-
ries. Let your kids spend time with Achilles and 
Hector, St. George of the Red Cross, Robin Hood, 
Queen Lucy of Narnia, The Bastables of Lewisham 
Road or Laura Ingalls. Stories like this will shape 
your children’s play and give them wonderful ideas 
to act out in the backyard afterward.  
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There is nothing boring about slaying dragons. 
Children who have ideas to think about are less 
likely to grow into adults who cannot bear to sit in 
an empty room for 15 minutes, or, indeed, into 
teenagers who reach for their phones every time 
the conversation pauses. 
 
2: Help them build the habit of observation. 
In the book Last Child in the Woods, Richard 
Louv quotes a fourth grader who said he preferred 
to play indoors “because that’s where all the elec-
trical outlets are.” Children who have never 
learned to pay attention to nature will see the out-
doors as grassy places without electrical outlets. 
Children trained to observe will recognize their 
yard as a habitat for multiple varieties of ants and 
beetles, as a place to dig up worms, as a hunting 
ground for robins, as a place to look up at the 
clouds and try to predict the weather. 
 
We can model the habit of paying attention and 
thinking about what we see. When we take our 
children on nature walks, we can stop and exam-
ine footprints, trees or seed pods. We can sit be-
side our kids and watch ants. We can wonder 
aloud about the ants’ lives and activities, and later 
check out a book from the library that will give 
our children enough information to help them to 
ask even better questions. We do not want to be 
pedantic here — our children will not be interested 
in everything we find — but we can model living 
as human beings who routinely look in wonder at 
the world God made (Psalm 8). 
Most things in life are interesting if we are willing 
to be interested. Children who learn to observe 
and wonder are much less likely to be enslaved by 
the need for constant, external entertainment. They 
will have no need to fear quiet. 
 
3. Give them opportunities to create. 
Human beings have an innate drive to make 
things. Unfortunately, as a culture we have lost 
many of the handicraft skills that were once 
passed down from generation to generation. This 
summer, pick a skill like crocheting, sewing, 
woodworking, cooking, drawing or painting and 
teach it to your child (YouTube can come in 
handy here). Give him a pile of materials and 
leave him alone for the rest of the month. Thrift 
stores can be excellent sources for affordable, ran-
dom craft supplies. 
Alternatively, give your child a box of paint, yarn, 
paper, fabric, glue and empty yogurt containers  
 

and let her do as she wills. She will be learning 
about the properties of her materials, the physics 
of putting things together and the habit of self-
entertainment. It helps if you can give her an idea 
or two to start off with — maybe make construc-
tion paper armor together or suggest she build a 
fairy house from shoeboxes. 
 
Knowing how to make and create frees your child 
from the consumeristic conveyer belt of modern 
commerce. They need not buy whatever the manu-
facturer tells them to want. They can make some-
thing instead. Give your kids a chance to be free. 
 
4. Support old-fashioned play. 
The life of the modern child may be “soft” — few 
kids today are expected to help run a farm or even 
to walk to school — but modern kids also have far 
less time to play than children in past decades. 
Kids need play. It gives them a chance to process 
their own thoughts and explore the world. It is one 
of the ways they are wired to learn. 
The paradoxical thing about play, however, is that 
while it comes naturally to children, it also must 
be learned. Children learn the skill of open-ended 
play from each other, from adults and through 
practice. You can model play. Build interesting 
structures with blocks, create a story about hiding 
in the bushes from enemy soldiers, explain the 
rules of backyard ball games or play I spy. Make 
sure the kids have plenty of plot ideas for imagina-
tive games by reading them good books. Provide a 
range of open-ended toys like balls, Legos, dolls 
and old sheets. Let them use sticks, mud and con-
tainers of water. Let them climb trees and dig 
holes. Consider boxing up their other toys and put-
ting them in the attic for the summer. 

Provide these things for your children, then send 
them outside and put your feet up. If the kids 
come back in to complain, give them chores. 
Nothing makes play so delightful as having to earn 
it by washing dishes and folding laundry first. 

Stress and boredom are uncomfortable. So is 
growth. Growth is good. This summer, give your 
children the gift of unstructured time and allow 
them to grow in their ability to think, observe, cre-
ate and play. Let them learn to be people who 
know how to “be still and know that [the Lord is] 
God.” 
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The JULY quarterly Voters’ meeting 
of St. John Lutheran Church was called 
to   order by chairman Mike Pickle, on 
July 11th, 2022, with 25 members pre-
sent. 

. A motion was made, seconded and   
approved to accept the minutes as read 
from the April 11th Voters’ meeting. 

Mike opened with a devotion from 
Psalm 44, followed by singing “Jesus 
Loves Me”. 

3rd quarter reports of the Financial   
Secretary and Treasurer were given. All 
are subject to year end audits. 

Mike read Pastor Strickland’s report of 
pastoral activities from April 11th to   
July 10th. See attached. 

The Elders’ Report was given by Kris 
Holien. 

A motion was made, seconded and     
approved to accept into membership 
Chris, Laura, Gavin, Madalyn, and Oli-
ver Schaefer. 

· A motion was made, seconded and   
approved to accept into membership 
Harvey and Gwen Schwarz. 

· A motion was made, seconded and   
approved to accept into membership 
Roger and Sue Steinke. 

The Trustees’ report was given by Scott 
Schultz. 

· He reported on the insurance coverage 
for the hail damage. 

· A motion was made, seconded and   
approved to install 40 additional sound 
dampeners to the fellowship hall and 
entryway, contingent on funding with 
Thrivent monies. 

· The church well has been capped. The 
status of the grant money will be looked 
into. Discussion on starting a fund for 
east entrance (basement) repairs and 
electrical updates. 

Sunday School Superintendent report: 
Cindy will be recruiting for teachers. 

Committee Reports were given. 

Polka Fest Committee: It will be held on 
September 18th. Delwin requested   
suggestions for what projects the money 
raised can be best utilized. 

Unfinished business: A motion was 
made, seconded and approved to accept 
the changes to the constitution of St 
John Lutheran sections 8.1 and 8.2,   
subject to the MN South District        
approval. 

New business: none. 

Announcements: Dan Zaeska             
announced that Oktoberfest will be held 
Oct. 2nd. 

A motion was made, seconded and    
carried to adjourn the meeting. 

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jessica Ellson, July 15th, 2022 
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ANSWER:  The catcher and the umpire! 


