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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
It’s hard to believe the season of Lent is almost here as Christmas
doesn’t feel all that long ago. In fact, it wasn’t! I suppose it makes
sense that Lent soon follows. After all, not only are we looking forward to spring (yay!), but the whole reason for why Jesus was born
was to suffer and die. We sing in What Child Is This “Nails, spear
shall pierce Him through, The cross be borne for me, for you.”
In the Book of Joel, the prophet paints a vivid picture of the coming
judgment of God, the Day of the Lord. The imagery is bold and terrifying: hordes of locusts swarming over the land and decimating everything. Joel’s prophecy has teeth even today as wars rage, natural
disasters threaten and destroy, and our culture seems to be unraveling.
But right in the middle of this frightening vision, we find a tender invitation from the Lord: “Return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love;
and He relents over disaster” (2:13). God’s invitation and promise
finds its fullness in Jesus Christ, who personifies and accomplishes all
that God declares. During this season of Lent, we will consider the
theme “Return to the Lord” and examine how the call to return played
out in practical ways for the people who walked alongside Christ as
He demonstrated and carried out God’s grace and mercy on our behalf, taking God’s wrath upon himself, setting the stage for God to
“turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind Him” (2:14).
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The following is the message for each Lenten service:
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February 17, Ash Wednesday: “A Call to Return”
February 24, Lent 1: “Return to Prayer”
March 3, Lent 2: “Return from Betrayal”
March 10, Lent 3: “Return from False Witness”
March 17, Lent 4: “Return from Denial”
March 24, Lent 5: “Return to the Kingdom of God”
April 1, Holy (Maundy) Thursday: “Return to the Table”
April 2, Good Friday: “Return to Truth”
April 4, Easter Sunday: “Return and See”
Have a blessed Lententide,
Pastor J. Christian Strickland
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Church Announcements
LADIES: Thank you to those who made the mini-meeting. We will be looking to set up a pocket quilt cross
making day sometime later February/March. These will be gifts for the 150th Anniversary attendees. Hope
you can come serve and be served! Watch bulletin announcements for further information.
Please consider going to the LWML 39th Biennial Convention in Lexington, KY: June 24-27, 2021. There is
a lot of information on their website, Convention Central - Lutheran Women's Missionary League (lwml.org),
including convention registration. The convention scripture verse is “Therefore, since we are surrounded by
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run
with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for
the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the
throne of God “ (Hebrews 12:1-2).
As always, please consider donating your spare change and placing in the MITES box on the table near the
church office to help those missions. For further information feel free to look at the bulletin board near the
coat racks.

“Holding Fast to Biblical Truth for 150 Years”
Primary Celebration - Sunday, August 15, 2021
Next Committee Meeting: After church; February 21, 2021
Throughout this special anniversary year, we will share information of note regarding our past history. We
are thankful for God’s blessings and for the true word being taught and preached for 150 years.
•
•
•

•

•

Between 1860 and 1870, many German Lutheran farmers settled in Harrison Township.
These German families would gather on Sundays in their homes to read written services. At times, travelling Pastors Rolf, Herzer and missionary Vetter would lead Worship.
December, 1871, it was decided to organize a congregation. A constitution was written and the name
St. John Evangelical Lutheran Congregation of the
United Church of America was selected. Officers
were elected.
The name St. John was selected because reference to
St. John the Baptist was made in the gospel lesson for
that Sunday.
September 8, 1872: A meeting was held to plan for
the building of a school house/church structure.
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Birthdays
2

Jaidyn Bilky

3

Erik Lilleberg

Shut Ins

Scott Mahn
4

Wilson Gratz

5

Roberta Mahn

7

Carmin Kaffar

8

Jacob Hacker

13

Norma Schultz

14

Betty Moll

Baptismal
Anniversaries

Mary Baker
Stan Lilleberg
Betty Moll
Pat Skluzacek
Marilyn Stoffers
Sharon Zaeska
Don’t let COVID restrictions
keep you from those you
love—send letters, call and
let them know God’s love
through you!

H. James Olson
Brad Pickle
15

Jeanna Lilleberg

16

Brantley Bilky

17

Bruce Baker
Rylan Pickle

22

Anniversaries
15

Brad & JoAnn Gratz

1

Michael Schroeder

2

Lucas Lilleberg

7

Austin Cline

8

Jane Hedtke

17

Jayden Kragenbring

19

Richard Kragenbring

22

Micheal Bjerke

23

Wilson Gratz

26

Betty Moll

28

Norma Schultz
Marlys Haag

Steve & Brenda Schroeder
26

Michael & Tina Renne

David Zaeska
Matt Lilleberg
Zachary Carlson

24

Easton Mettling

26

Steve Schroeder
Douglas Voigt

27

Tyler Larson

28

Kevin Hedtke

Valentine’s Day is February 14th.
God says, “For the whole law is fulfilled
in one statement: Love your neighbor
as yourself.” Galatians 5: 14
What can you do this Valentine’s
Day for your neighbor?
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St. John Lutheran Church Annual Voters’ Meeting Minutes
The Annual Voters’ meeting of St. John Lutheran Church was called to order by Vice Chairman Dan Zaeska, on January 11th, 2021.
There were 25 members present.
Pastor Strickland led with a devotion titled “In Darkness or Light”.
Secretary’s minutes from the: July 2020 quarterly meeting were read and approved. Approval of the October minutes was tabled.
4th quarter and year end reports of the Financial Secretary, Treasurer, Sunday School Treasurer, and Cemetery Sexton were given.
All are subject to year end audits.
Pastor Strickland gave a report of pastoral activities from Oct. 13th, 2020 thru January 10th, 2021.
The Elders’ Report was given by Erik Lilleberg.
They have started the process to possibly change the church sign on HWY 2 to a digital sign.
A motion was made, seconded and carried to have half of our undesignated envelope missions money be divided 3 ways: 1/3 to Ezra
Grabau~Seminarian 1/3 to Nicaragua Mission Project 1/3 to Sri Lanka Mission Project.
A motion was made, seconded and carried to increase the church secretary pay from $9/hr to $12/hr.
A motion was made, seconded and carried to increase the church and school custodial pay from $350/month to $375.
A motion was made, seconded and carried to increase the organist pay from $30/service to $35/service.
A motion was made, seconded and carried to raise Rev. Strickland’s base salary to $52,530.00 + $1,000 bonus with all other benefits
remaining the same.
The Trustees’ report was given by Scott Schultz.
The basement remodel is set to begin January 18th.
Altar Guild for 2020 is Joan Gatzmeyer, Kelsie Gilbertson, JoAnn Gratz.
Sunday School Superintendent’s report: none
Committee Reports were given.
The 150th Anniversary Committee Meeting will be 1/17/2021.
Doris Honebrink Fund balance is $21,781.53 as of December 31st, 2020.
Unfinished business: None
New business: A motion was made, seconded and approved to release Alan and Tammy from membership.
A motion was made, seconded and carried to accept and report to the synod our vote on the referendum to delay our Convention to
2023. (See attached report)
A motion was made, seconded and carried to approve the budget for 2021 expenses at $176,000
A motion was made, seconded and carried to approve the Mission budget of $40,000 for a total 2021 budget of $216,000.
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The slate of officers was nominated to the 2021 ballot was presented. A motion was made, seconded and carried for nominations to
cease. A motion was made, seconded and carried for the secretary to cast a unanimous ballot. Those duly elected are as follows:
Chairman – Mike Pickle (One year term)
Vice Chairman—Dan Zaeksa
Secretary – Jessica Ellson
Financial Secretary – Joan Gatzmeyer
Trustee—Mike Renne
Trustee—Marshall Korn
Elder – Erik Lilleberg
Cemetery Board – Isaac Jones
Special Appeals—Delwin Mahn and Tyler Santjer
Installation of officers will be held on January 17th, 2021.
A motion was made, seconded and approved to adjourn the meeting, closing with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted, Jessica M Ellson January 12th, 2021

VALENTINE’S DAY TREATS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

6 cups of Krispy rice cereal
4 cups of fresh mini marshmallows
3 Tbsp. unsalted butter
Optional – red or purple dye (about 1/2 tsp. or until you get your desired color)
Heart cookie cutter – I used a 3 in. cookie cutter
Conversation hearts
Pull N Peel licorice
Black Nonpareils
Wax paper
9 x 13 pan
Medium saucepan

Directions: Melt the butter in the saucepan and add the marshmallows, Stir until smooth. If you want the mice colored, add
the coloring now and stir in. Pour the marshmallow mixture into cereal and mix well. Place the wax paper into the 9 x 13 pan
and pour the rice Krispy mixture into the pan. Spread the mixture out evenly. Let the mixture cool slightly and then lift the wax
paper up out of the pan. Use the cookie cutter to make hearts and place them on another sheet of wax paper for decorating.
Decorate with conversation hearts for the ears, nonpareils for the eyes, red hot for the nose and licorice for the tail. If your
marshmallow treats have cooled too much the nose might not stick. Just grab a little marshmallow from the saucepan and use
that as glue. Enjoy!
Found on www.kidfriendlythingstodo.com
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