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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
As of the writing of this newsletter, we just had a full day of snow. I 
wasn’t expecting to have a few inches of accumulation before  
Halloween! But it has put me in the Christmas spirit a bit (not that I 
needed any extra motivation). It’s fitting then to share something I 
thought of as an activity we can do together as a church. Because 
2020 has been such a crazy year, disappointing even, I thought we 
could all use some Christmas cheer. So, in the month of November 
we’re going to have a gift exchange and I hope you participate! This 
will also be a youth group fundraiser and fundraiser for missions. I’ll 
explain that in a bit. If you’d like to participate, just put your name on 
a tag (that I will have available) and put it on the Christmas tree in the 
narthex. Feel free to list any gift suggestions you might have! BUT 
you have to take someone else’s name off the tree and get a gift for 
them. That way no one will be left out. Please spend no more than 
$20. 
 
Because this will be a fundraiser you’re asked to donate $10 per per-
son or $20 per family. You can always donate more too! The money 
will be split 50-50 between youth group and a mission project chosen 
by the youth group. You’ll be informed how much was raised and 
which mission project was picked. 
 
I hope you’ll enjoy this little project and be remined that Jesus is the 
reason for the season! 
 
In Christ, 
 
Pastor J. Christian Strickland 

November 2020 
Volume 2, Issue  11 

Never put off till tomorrow a kindness you 

can do today. 
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The St. John Lutheran Ladies Aid wants to thank Ardy Johnson for her years of service as the President of the St. 

John Ladies Aid! Hear, hear.  We would also like to announce that Carmen Hanson has taken the position as  

Ladies Aid President for the upcoming year.  Welcome Carmen! 

 

Our November meeting is Thursday, November 5th at 1:30pm; Ali Holien is serving.   

 

Focus Mission:  In November, we choose a charity for our annual Christmas Donation. We’d love to have you 

join us for the meeting and cast your opinion.  

 

Survey:  Please take a minute and fill out the following survey.  Answers can be anonymous and placed in the 

mailbox of Ali Holien.  Thank you for your thoughts.  The Ladies Aid hopes to see you soon!  

 

1. Are you currently a member of the St. John Ladies Aid? If no, proceed to Question 2.  If yes, thank you for 

taking time to look at and complete this sentence.     Yes or No 

 

2. Does Thursday at 1:30pm work for you to come to the meetings?       Yes or No       

(If ‘No’, please explain why not) 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Would you be available to come to a meeting on Saturday mornings?      Yes or No 

 

4. Would you be available to come to a meeting on Sundays after church?   Yes or No 

 

5. Do you currently participate in Bible Study groups?  If so, where? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Thank you for participating in this short survey.     

 Photos.  Did you attend St. John School?  Do you have 

some fun church event photos you’d be willing to 

share?  If so, please loan to Del Mahn or Bunne John-

ston for copying. Please label the people in the memory 

and advise to whom the  

photos should be returned.   

• Save the Date.  The big celebration is August 15, 2021.   

• Have extra money? Donations are accepted!  All monies collected will 

go towards the event to offset the expense of a catered meal and other  

expenses.   

• Next Committee Meeting. November 22nd after church.  Hope to see 

you there!   

Church Announcements 

150th  

Committee  

Update 
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November 2020 SS/BC = Sunday 

School, Bible Class 
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 November 

Anniversaries 

 

12 Gerry & Darlene Gratz 
 

Birthdays 

 

6 Jordan Kaiser 

9 Bernard Gratz 

 Karen Westad 

10 Levi Lilleberg 

14 Sharon Zaeska 

16 Amber Meyer 

17  Daniel Zaeska 

18  Jeff Oliver 

20 Doug Doty 

21 Sean Pickle 

24 Rick Kaiser 

28 Bennett Elton 

Baptismal  

Anniversaries 
 

2 Stanley Lilleberg 

4 Scott Schultz 

5 Stephanie Schroeder 

7  Shannon Elton 

9 Regan Elton 

12 Carrie Boniek 

 D’Lynn Pickle 

 Nicole Santjer 

15 Gerald Gratz 

17  Delton Voigt 

 Braelyn Santjer 

19 Easton Kaiser 

22 Tegan Kaiser 

23 Macy Elton 

24 Bernard Gratz  

Shut Ins  

 

Mary Baker 

Betty Moll 

Pat Skluzacek 

Marilyn Stoffers 

Sharon Zaeska 

 

Don’t let COVID restrictions 

keep you from those you 

love—send letters, call and 

let them know God’s love 

through you! 
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Nuggets for Life….   

The Value of a Smile 
 

A smile is a contagious thing that makes you better when you ‘catch it’ and even happier when you ‘spread 

it around.’ 

 

A real smile is an outer reflection of an inner condition. 

 

None are so rich they can get along without it, and none so poor who are richer for its benefits.  

 

Nobody needs a smile so much as those who have none left to give.  

 

It rest to the weary, daylight to the discouraged, sunshine to the sad, and Nature’s best antidote for trouble.   

 

It cannot be bought, begged, borrowed or stolen, for it is something that is no earthly good to anybody until 

it is given away. 

Cell Phone vs. Bible…       I wonder what would happen if we treated our 

    Bible like we treat our cell phones? 

 

 

WHAT IF we carried it around in our purses or pockets everywhere we went? 

 

WHAT IF we became frantic and turned back to go get it if we forgot it or lost it? 

 

WHAT IF we treated it as something of great value, in the knowledge that we would be lost without it? 

 

WHAT IF we flipped through it several times a day to check for messages from God? 

 

WHAT IF we stored favorite passages for instant recall? 

 

WHAT IF we treated it like we couldn’t live without it? 

 

WHAT IF we gave it to our kids as gifts? 

 

WHAT IF it wore out from overuse? 

 

WHAT IF we used it as we traveled in case of an emergency? 

 

WHAT IF we upgraded it to get the latest version, and gave our old one to someone who needed it? 

 

WHAT IF we brought it to church and pulled it out every time we thought a message was coming through?  

 

This is something to make us go….hmmmm….where is my Bible?  And another thing—unlike our cell 

phone, we don’t ever have to worry about our Bible being disconnected, because Jesus already paid the bill.   
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 Learn more about the missions that St. John supports at the mission updates in November.  

Thanks be that “with God all things are possible.” (Matthew 19:26) 

  

Sunday, November 1, 2020  

 

  

  Sunday, November 8, 2020 

 

 

Sunday, November 15, 2020  

 

 

 

Pumpkin Dinner Rolls 

Ingredients 

• 3/4 cup whole milk, scalded     

• 1 cup canned pumpkin puree 

• 1/3 cup light brown sugar 

• 1/3 cup white sugar 

• 6 tablespoons butter 

• 1 egg 

• 1 teaspoon salt 

• 2 packages active dry yeast (1/2 ounces) plus 1 teaspoon white sugar 

• 1/4 cup lukewarm water 

• 5 cups all-purpose flour 

• 15-20 pecan halves, sliced into 3 vertical sections; 1/4 cup melted butter, optional 

1. Pour hot milk in mixing bowl, add butter and stir to melt. Add sugars, pumpkin puree, salt to the milk and combine well. 

2. In small bowl, proof yeast in lukewarm water with a teaspoon sugar. When foamy add to pumpkin mixture and add egg. Mix well. 

3. Add in flour gradually and mix with a wooden spoon until well combined. The dough will be sticky. 

4. If using electric mixer, attach a dough hook and beat the mixture until the dough itself pulls from the side of the bowl. 

5. Turn the dough out to a wooden board dusted with a little flour. Knead with hand for 1 minute. Form the dough into a ball shape, place in a 

greased bowl and cover with a cloth. Let it rise in a warm place until it doubles in volume, about 1 hr. 

6. Punch dough to deflate and knead it a few seconds on a wooden board. Cut dough in half. Cut each half into about 15 pieces. 

7. Roll each piece into a ball shape with your hand. Flatten piece with palm of your hand. Using a knife, give 8 cuts on the edge to mimic 

flower pedals but leave center uncut. 

8. Poke the center with your finger to give a deep indentation, and repeat the same procedure to all the other pieces. 

9. Place them, 2" apart, on a baking pan lined with parchment paper or baking mat, and let them rise again to be doubled, about 45 minutes.  

At the end of this time, preheat oven 350ºF for 20 minutes. If center indentation is not obvious on the rolls, poke them again with your finger. 

10. Brush with egg wash, if you wish, and bake for 9-12 minutes until the top gets slightly golden. 

11. Brush the rolls with melted butter or a little honey diluted with water to make it shine if you wish. Insert pecan slices on top to mimic 

pumpkin stem.  


