
Old Testament Ezekiel 18: 1-4, 25-32 The word of the Lord came to me: “What do 

you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have 

eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’?  As I live, declares the 

Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel.  Behold, all souls are 

mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is mine:  the soul who sins 

shall die…” Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of 

Israel: Is my way not just?  Is it not your ways that are not just?  When a righteous 

person turns away from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; for 

the injustice that he has done he shall die.  Again, when a wicked person turns away 

from the wickedness he has committed and does what is just and right, he shall save 

his life.  Because he considered and turned away from all the transgressions that he 

had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die.  Yet the house of Israel says, 

‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, are my ways not just?  Is it not 

your ways that are not just?  “Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every 

one according to his ways,” declares the Lord God.  Repent and turn from all your 

transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin.  Cast away from you all the transgressions 

that you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and in a new spirit!  Why 

will you die, O house of Israel?  For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, 

declares the Lord God; so turn, and live.”  

 

Epistle: Philippians 2:1-4, 14-18 If there is any encouragement in Christ, any 

comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 

complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 

accord and of one mind.  Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count 

others more significant than yourselves.  Let each of you look not only to his own 

interests but also to the interests of others…  Do all things without grumbling or 

questioning, that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without 

blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as 

lights in the world, holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may 

be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain.  Even if I am to be poured out as a 

drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with 

you all.  Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me.   

 

Holy Gospel:  Mathew 21:23-27 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests 

and the elders of the people came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what 

authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus 

answered them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then 

I also will tell you by what authority I do these things.  The baptism of John, from 

where did it come?  From heaven or from man?” And they discussed it among 

themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you 

not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they all 

hold that John was a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he 

said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) is an official auxiliary of The 

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Since 1942, the LWML has affirmed each woman’s 

identity as a child of God and her relationship with Jesus Christ. Lutheran Women in 

Mission are women of faith, empowered for active service in Jesus’ name and bold 

support of missions through Mite Box offerings. As Christians, we have been given the 

kingdom of God to bear its fruit. 

 



17th Sunday after Pentecost     September 27, 2020 

Pastor J. Christian Strickland 

Organists: Bunne Lu Johnston, Joann Gratz 

974-8983 (Parsonage) 974-8984 (Church) 320-469-1366 (Pastor’s Cell) 

www.stjohnatwater.com   Email: stjohnlchurch@gmail.com 

Elders: Mitchell Pickle, Erik Lilleberg & Kris Holien 

  

Sermon Text:  Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 

Sermon Title: “God’s Good Pleasure”  

Hymns:  913, 655, 532, 848 

Divine Service: Setting 4, pg. 203 

 

Introit     Ps. 147: 1-5; antiphon Ps. 147:6 

P.: The LORD lifts up the humble; he casts the wicked to the ground. 

C.: Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God; for it 

is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 

P.: The LORD builds up Jerusalem; he gathers the outcasts of Israel. 

C.: He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. 

P.: He determines the number of the stars; he gives to all of them their 

names. 

C.: Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; his understanding is 

beyond measure. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P.: The LORD lifts up the humble; 

C.: he casts the wicked to the ground. 
 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN 

Today  9:00am   Sunday School/Bible Study 

  10:00am  Worship w/Holy Communion 

  

Wednesday  7:00pm   Confirmation and Youth Group  

  

Thursday 1:30pm   Ladies Aid Meeting 

 

Sunday  9:00am   Sunday School/Bible Study 

  10:00am  Worship  

  11:00am – 1:00pm  Pulled Pork Dinner  

LAST WEEK… The September 20th offering for general expenses was 

$835.60.  The total offering was $1,030.60 with $65 for missions.  

Including offerings of $25 for Lanka Lutheran Mission Project, $60 for 

Cemetery Upkeep Fund and $45 for Madagascar Mission.    

  

PULLED PORK DINNER … The Pulled Pork Dinner is Sunday, Oct. 

4th.  There are lots of spots to help remaining.  Please sign up on sheets on 

table by pastor's office. Funds will go to the Church Basement/Sunday 

School Project.  

  

CELEBRATE CLIFF HEDTKE …today after church as he reached a 

milestone yesterday, 90 years young.  Please join him for cake and coffee. 

  

ALAN MOLL’S RETIREMENT … is cancelled for October 10, 2020.    

  

DONATIONS … for the LWML MN South Great Get Together must be 

brought to church no later than Thursday, October 8th.  They are collecting 

Tide Pods, Crew Socks and non-Perishable food.  Thank you in advance.  

 

PICTURES NEEDED… If you have any pictures from your days at 

school at St. John or from church events, please label and give to Del 

Mahn or Bunne Johnston.  Please let them know to whom the photos can 

be returned.   

 

150TH ANNIVERSARY …Monies are being collected to start a financial 

cushion for this event that will happen on Sunday, August 15, 2021.  

Thank you for considering donating money to the event.   

 

ISSUES, ETC. …This week's subjects include: Christian Survivors of 

Soviet Persecution; The Demolition of the Western Mind; Media 

Coverage of Religion; The Theological Foundation & Practice of Lutheran 

Day Schools; and more.  You can listen at your convenience 

at issuesetc.org, the LPR mobile app and your favorite podcast provider. 

 
Deadline for bulletin or newsletter announcements is 12pm Thursdays.   

Please send to Pastor or Ali (706) 284-0646, secretaryst.john@outlook.com  

 


