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St. John Lutheran Church
A word from our Pastor…..

August 2020
Volume 2, Issue 8

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
A couple years ago I invited the congregation to take part in a challenge of
reading the Bible daily throughout the summer. Part of the reason for doing that
was to improve our Biblical literacy and be more familiar with its contents. One
parishioner in particular took that challenge to heart and has been continuing to
read and study the Bible. In this August edition of the newsletter I’d like to urge
you to continue reading your Bible and Small Catechism to further strengthen
your knowledge and confidence in the Scriptures, as well as what we believe as
a church.
Two concerns have caused me to urge you toward that goal. Recently a major
news station anchor claimed in discussing the place for statues in public places
that “Jesus Christ, if that’s who you believe in, Jesus Christ, admittedly was not
perfect when he was here on this earth. So why are we deifying the founders of
this country, many of whom owned slaves?” Of course, that claim is false. Jesus
was and remains perfect. As Christians we believe, teach, and confess that Jesus
is the only-begotten Son of God the Father. Jesus is the spotless Lamb (without
sin) who takes away the sin of the world. That’s why John the Baptist points to
Jesus and says, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the
world!” It was a bit disheartening to see a number of people agreeing with the
anchor’s claim about Jesus. That’s one reason why I want all of us to be even
more grounded in Scripture – so we can recognize false teaching as our society
continues to be less and less Biblically literate.
The second reason is that the church too has been suffering from Biblical illiteracy. During an online workshop on healthy congregations, presenters shared
examples of people in church leadership positions failing at the basics, like
knowing where the Gospel of John is. And where there is a lack of Biblical
knowledge in a congregation there is a tendency in unhealthiness in that congregation.
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So, I encourage to open up your Bible and read daily. Come to Bible study before church. Dive into the Bible for “All Scripture is breathed out by God and
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work” (2
Tim. 3:16-16) and “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does
them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell,
and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not
fall, because it had been founded on the rock” (Mt. 7:24-25).

Pastor J. Christian Strickland
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Save the Date



Message from LCMS MN
South District President



Devotion

LWML

The Ladies Aid August meeting is Thursday, August 6th at 1:30pm. As always, any lady of St. John is welcome!! Donna Hedtke will serve after the business meeting.
We continue to collect MITES, crew/ankle socks, Tide Pods and non-perishable foods in the shopping cart in
entryway of church. Also, if you’d like to donate those grocery/shopping plastic bags they will be recycled
into sleeping mats for those who needs them. Thank you as always for your contributions to these missions
and so many more.
Mail your MITES directly to Irene Mensing, Financial Secretary, 41000 – 50th Street, Blue Earth MN 56013
or by going to this website you can find links to donate online, www.mnslwml.org/missions/.

1 Peter 4:10 - As every man hath
received the gift, [even so] minister
the same one to another, as good
stewards of the manifold grace of
God.
NEWS TO KNOW
SRI LANKA MISSION REPORT
$3,500 was sent to Rev. Nadaraja at the Faith Lutheran Church (LCMS) in Labookellie. Due to
COVID-19 they still can’t go into the church, as their government is more controlling than ours.
They plan to buy speakers and build a shelter from the sun outside near the church. Thank you to
everyone who has once again donated to this great mission in Sri Lanka.
Rev. Nadaraja & Del Mahn

NICK LILLEBERG OPEN UPDATE
In conjunction with the Open on 09/03/2020, the Lilleberg Family Foundation (LFF) is collecting funds during
the offerings at local churches for the month of August. These donations will be tax deductible and will directly benefit the Darin & Lori Pankratz Benefit of Grove City. Lori was diagnosed with stage 4 colon cancer
late January 2019. After 12 rounds of chemo and surgeries she was told she was cancer free. This May they
found the cancer had spread to her liver and her cancer journey continues. Checks can be made out to the LFF,
cash should include name & address to receive receipt. All $100+ donors’ names will be listed on the dinner
programs at the Open. Thank you for your willingness to support those battling cancer right here in our small
towns. LFF accepts donations at any time, PO Box 277, Atwater, MN 56209. Please call Kristi LillebergBarber with any questions!
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August 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2

3

4

5

Church Council
meeting after church

7

8

1:30 pm Ladies
Aid Meeting

9th Sunday after
Pentecost
9

6

7:30pm Elder’s
Meeting
10

11

12

13

14

15

17

18

19

20

21

22

24

25

26

27

28

29

10th Sunday after
Pentecost
16

11th Sunday after
Pentecost
23

12th Sunday after
Pentecost
30

3 after
13th Sunday
Pentecost

31

1
2
6
7
8
11
12
19
24
27
31

Birthdays
Carmen Hanson
Dylan Zaeska
Caleb Santjer
Jayden Kragenbring
Courtney Carlson
Brooke Schultz
Cara Cline
Michael Renne
Lucas Pickle
Lee Mattheisen
Roland Johnston
Bryan Hanson
Brian Mahn
Jennifer Unger
Amelia Lilleberg
Prestan Lilleberg

Anniversaries
2
8

Scott & Candace Behm
Brad & Chris Pickle
Jacob & Rebecca Peterson
Stan & Barb Lilleberg
Tyler & Nicole Santjer
Kris & Alessia Holien
Elden & Dorothy Pickle
Frank & Barb Heining
Herman & Rosie Witte
Matt & Tricia Lilleberg
Lee & Kim Mattheisen
Mike & D’Lynn Pickle
Roland & Bunne Johnston
Lee & Sherry Elton

10
15
16
19
24
26
28
29
31
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May They
Be Kept
inTheir
Faith
Baptismal Anniversaries
2
7
8
9
10
12
13
16
21
22
30

Preston Mettling
Jeromy Zaeska
Noah Renne
Dorothy Kragenbring
Sherry Elton
Michael Behm
Kayden Cline
Carson Wendorff
Brooke Schultz
Bruce Baker
Justin Schroeder
Hannah Lilleberg
Bruce Carlson

Save the Date!!!!
The 150th Anniversary of St. John Lutheran Church will be celebrated on Sunday,
August 15, 2021. More details to come in future months. Please help us spread the
word to past students, members, teachers and pastors! Also, if you have fond memory
pictures of school or church and you would be willing to share with the committee,
please email to Bunne Johnston or Delwin Mahn or place in their box at church. Thank
you.
~ The 150th Committee

MINNESOTA MASK MANDATE
Minnesota South District LCMS President Lucas Woodford
posted a wonderful You Tube video on the mask mandate and his reaction to
district laymen/women and pastors have had about this debate. He offers seven things that “he knows for
sure”. Without too much detail, here are a few of the highlights. Take 12-minutes of your time and watchhis video dated July 23, 2020.
1. Remember your Vocation.
2. The Holy Christian Church has a long history of caring for people and thriving in hope amid pandemic situations.
3. The Church is our family. (ie. Corporate Worship and what it means to us, as believers.)
4. The nature of humanity is to see faces, to read faces, to love all faces.
5. I cannot mandate what you do in your congregation.
6. Not every congregation and every community are going to do things exactly the same.
7. He encouraged reading Christ & Calamity: Grace and Gratitude in the Darkest Valley.
The video can be found here: https://youtu.be/4PxpBc-ek5Q or on the Minnesota South District website:
http://www.mnsdistrict.org/ .
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A Devotion on Psalm 119:57-64
The Lord is my portion;

Though the cords of the wicked ensnare me,

I promise to keep your words.

I do not forget your law.

I entreat your favor with all my heart;

At midnight I rise to praise you,

be gracious to me according to your promise.

because of your righteous rules.

When I think on my ways,

I am a companion of all who fear you,

I turn my feet to your testimonies;

of those who keep your precepts.

I hasten and do not delay

The earth, O Lord, is full of your steadfast love;

to keep your commandments.

teach me your statutes!

The Lord is My Portion…But What Does that Mean?
Posted by Christa Prill | Jul 16, 2020 | Devotions, Free Resources, Psalms Devotions on Youthesource.com
When I hear the word “portion,” like in verse one, I think about part of a larger dish or of a serving size. My brother got
a bigger portion of the cake than I did. Was the psalmist here calling God a small piece of something bigger? From what
the rest of the Bible teaches us about God, this doesn’t seem likely (see Isaiah 46:9-10, Colossians 1:17, Revelation 1:8).
So, perhaps “portion” means something else. Another definition from Merriam-Webster’s dictionary is this: “an individual’s lot, fate, or fortune.” In other words, it refers to one’s future, and the hope of what is waiting for them down the
road.
So if God is not just a piece of something bigger for the person writing this psalm, could He be this person’s hope for the
future, this person’s goal at the end of the road?
Have you ever had a “goal at the end of the road?” Maybe your goal was to do really well in a class, so you put more
effort into doing your homework than into gaming for hours with your friends. Maybe your goal was to make good, likeminded friends at your new school, so you were deliberate about which crowds you hung out with and which crowds you
avoided. Maybe your goal was to not be the brunt of any bully’s jokes, so you chose your words, actions and outfits carefully so as not to draw attention to yourself.
We do this ALL THE TIME. Our goals influence our actions.
This psalm makes us stop and think: is God my goal? Is God the thing that I really want in this life, and are my actions
lining up with that?
At this point, we know our Real. Present. God. wants us to be real with Him. So, we confess: God, so often I don’t seek
You first like You want me to. I seek after so many other goals. You have not been the goal I have been living for. I’m

sorry.
God hears our confession. But instead of distancing himself from us because of our sin, He comes near. God knew that
we would not be able to live our lives in full devotion to Him, so He sent His son, Jesus, to be fully devoted on our behalf. Jesus showed us exactly what it looked like to live a life with God as the goal (Matthew 4:10, Luke 22:42, John
4:19). For Jesus, this psalm was true.
Because of Jesus’ goal-inspired actions (His life, death and resurrection on our behalf), we know that God does not hold
our sins against us. Through Jesus, God freely gives us Himself as our goal–our future–our inheritance. We have the
greatest portion we could ever want: eternity with God.
Prayer: Jesus, thank You for the future You won for me because of the way You made obedience to Your Father the
goal of Your life on earth. Your grace and Your steadfast love amaze me. I know I’m not worthy, but I thank You for
6 gift. Help me to live my life in obedience to the Father, too. Amen.
this sweet

