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A word from our Pastor…..
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
If you take a walk through Scripture you’ll see that fish plays a significant role. Jonah is
swallowed by a great fish (Jonah 1:17). Jesus calls some disciples who caught fish for a
living (Matthew 4:18-22). And then at the end of the Gospel of John (chapter 21) we
see Jesus eating fish with his disciples. As with all things in the Bible there’s significance in the moment when Jesus shares a lakeside breakfast of fish with his disciples.
What follows is an article by author Chad Bird that explains what is happening at the
time when the Lord has a fishy meal. I hope you enjoy it at much as I did.

Pastor J. Christian Strickland

Pastor Christian Strickland
Why Did God Add Fish to His Diet?
Throughout the Old Testament, the seas
and fish were symbols of the Gentiles.
When Jesus ate fish, and called fishermen, he showed us that the mission to
the Gentiles was about to begin in earnest.
he meat we choose to put upon our table is partially dependent upon where that table
sits. As you might expect, my Texas table has lots of beef. Last year, when my daughter
visited Peru, she enjoyed—ready for this?—guinea pigs, one of the local favorites. And
in Australia, kangaroo meat is a common cuisine. Different cultures, different tastes.
You may have noticed that, multiple times in the Gospels, the food on the table of Jesus
is fish. I don’t think this was simply a cultural choice, however. Indeed, in one of the
most memorable post-resurrection appearances of Jesus, quite a big deal is made about
our Lord and his disciples eating fish (John 21). Even the number caught that day is
detailed. Why?
I suspect that when God came down to live among us, to eat with us, his choice of fish
was a signal that something had changed. There was a shift. And that culinary shift was
also a theological shift: in his choice of food, God was indicating the mission to the
Gentiles had begun in earnest.
Let’s turn to the Hebrew Scriptures to unpack what I mean.
No Fish on God’s Altar
In the Old Testament, the temple was the house of God, the King’s residence. The Holy
of Holies was his throne room, the Holy Place where he received his priestly servants,
and the altar out front his table (Malachi 1:7, 12). Unlike the pagan deities, Israel’s
Lord did not need food. He was not hungry (Ps. 50:8-15). Nevertheless, what was
placed on the altar was called the “food of their God” (Lev. 21:6, 8, 17). The Lord’s fire
“ate the sacrifices upon the altar” (Lev. 9:24).
What was on the Lord’s table? Oxen, sheep, goats, and doves. These were the regular
food offerings. But one animal that never would have been placed upon the altar was
fish. And for good reason. Here’s why.

Swallowed by the Gentile Sea
Throughout the Old Testament, fish, great sea creatures, the sea and raging rivers
were all emblematic of the Gentile world. For instance, deliverance from “the waters” is deliverance from “foreigners” (Ps. 144:7). The thundering of the Gentiles is
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like the thundering and roaring of the seas (Isa. 17:12). Gentile kingdoms and their rulers were likened to great oceanic
creatures like legendary Rahab (Dan. 7; Isa. 51:9). Even in the New Testament, John echoes this imagery when he says
“the waters” are “the peoples and multitudes and nations and languages” (Rev. 17:15).
The most well-known use of this imagery is the story of Jonah. When the prophet flees from God’s “face,” where does he
go? To the sea, with Gentile sailors, where he ends up being swallowed by the icon of Gentile rulers, namely, a big fish.
When he is cast into the raging sea, Jonah undergoes a sort of watery exile. Yet, just as God chose Babylon to “swallow”
Israel in exile and release the nation later, so God appointed a fish to swallow Jonah and spit him out later (1:17).
Thus, throughout the Old Testament, Gentiles were destroyed at the sea (Egypt), conquered after Israel crossed a river
(the Jordan), and the creatures of the sea were likened to these nations and their kings. It comes as no surprise, then, that
fish were never placed upon the Israelite altar as food.
But all that was about to change.
Twelve New Fishing Patriarchs
When Jesus called his disciples, his choice of several fishermen—and the context in which they were called—was not by
chance. They let down their nets into the deep and caught so many fish that their nets were breaking. Jesus told them not
to fear. From now on they would be “catching men” (Luke 5:11). In Matthew, Jesus calls them “fishers of men” (4:19).
These new 12 patriarchs, the apostles, would not be conquering Gentile nations with the sword as did Israelite tribes of
old, but would be fishing for Gentiles in the “seas” of the nations, using the net of the Gospel (cf. Matt. 28:18-20).
In fact, significantly, Jesus called these disciples at the Sea of Galilee. And in that context of Matthew 5, Galilee is explicitly called “Galilee of the Gentiles” (5:15). The sea from which they fished, the deeps into which they let down their
nets, and the fish they caught were all weighty with significance: Gentiles were about to be the object of God’s special
saving concern. They were being brought, together with Jews, into the kingdom of God.
When Jesus consumed fish, he was visually enacting the Gentiles’ incorporation into the kingdom. They were, quite literally, entering the body of Christ. Indeed, after Jesus’s resurrection, when he appears to his disciples, he asks them a
strange question, “Do you have anything here to eat?” (Luke 24:41). Of all the things to ask on such a momentous occasion! But it was actually quite fitting. They gave him a piece of broiled fish. He ate it and then told them that everything
in the Old Testament had now been fulfilled. Then he added that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name “to all nations” (24:47). Notice the progression: resurrection, eating fish, the OT fulfilled, and the
Gentiles now to hear the message of the kingdom.
In other words, God had now added fish to his diet.
When God Gets Hungry
All of this is the best of news for us. For we who once were separated from the Lord of the covenant, alienated from Israel, far-off Gentiles, have been brought near to God by the blood of Christ (Eph. 2:12-13). The Lord’s promise to Abraham that his Seed would be a blessing to all nations has come true in the Seed born of Mary (Genesis 12). We who once
swam in the darkness of sin and death have been caught by the net of the Gospel. Christ thereby consumed us, made us
part of his body, incorporated us into himself.
It’s great to be a fish when God gets hungry.

LWML Mites for Missions
Thank you for your Noisy Coins on January 19, 2020!
February 16th is another contest—this time men vs.
women. Who can donate more? Please see https://
www.mnslwml.org/ministries/gospel-outreach for more information
about Mites for Missions in MN South District.
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Orphan Grain Train (OGT)
An crafty Saturday morning will happen on February 15th. Join some in our congregation to help
make pillowcase dresses that will be shipped to the Orphan Grain Train. Short on time? Please continue to donate pillow cases, double bias tape, elastic or ribbon. We will start at 10:00am and lunch
will be provided. Sewing skills are not necessary! Only a willing heart and busy hands! Questions?
Please ask Ali Holien or Carmen Hanson. For more information, see https://www.ogt.org/.
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9am SS & BC
10am Worship
Communion
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Meeting after
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3
The
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February 2020
Anniversaries
15

Brad & JoAnn Gratz
Steve & Brenda Schroeder

26

Baptismal

Michael & Tina Renne
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Duane Mensing,
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Birthdays
2

Jaidyn Bilky

3

Erik Lilleberg
Scott Mahn

4

Wilson Gratz

5

Roberta Mahn

7

Carmin Kaffar

8

Jacob Hacker

13

Norma Schultz

14

Betty Moll
H. James Olson
Brad Pickle

15

Jeanna Lilleberg

16

Brantley Bilky
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17

Bruce Baker
Rylan Pickle

22

David Zaeska
Matt Lilleberg
Zachary Carlson

24

Easton Mettling

26

Steve Schroeder
Douglas Voigt

27

Tyler Larson

28

Kevin Hedtke

1

Michael Schroeder

2

Lucas Lilleberg

7

Austin Cline

8

Jane Hedtke

17

Jayden Kragenbring

19

Richard Kragenbring

22

Micheal Bjerke

23

Wilson Gratz

26

Betty Moll

28

Norma Schultz
Marlys Haag

The Annual Voters’ meeting of St. John Lutheran Church was called to or-

der by chairman Alan Moll, on January 13th, 2020. There were 21 members
present.
Pastor Strickland led with a devotion titled “Jesus Saves”.
4th quarter and year end reports of the Financial Secretary,
Treasurer and Sunday School Treasurer were given. All are subject to yearend audits.
Doris Honebrink Fund balance is $21,298.26 as of December 31st 2019 in LCEF.
Pastor Strickland gave a report of pastoral activities from Oct. 15th, 2019 thru January 12th, 2020. See attached. Lenten services begin February 26th, Easter is April 12th.
The Elders’ Report was given by Erik Lilleberg.
The elders continue with the action plan for reaching out to inactive members.
Kris Holien will be taking over the Wednesday night Youth Group instruction, as Tricia Lilleberg has resigned as youth group leader.
A motion was made, seconded and carried to have half of our undesignated envelope missions money be divided 3 ways: 1/3 to Ezra Grabau, Seminarian; 1/3 to Ariel Jones~Living Hope House and 1/3 to Lanka Lutheran.
A motion was made, seconded and carried to raise Rev. Strickland’s base salary by just over 3% to
$51,000.00 with other benefits remaining the same.
The Trustees’ report was given by Scott Schultz

A building committee report was presented. See attached. The elders are also continuing to look into bat control in the church.
Sunday School Superintendent was given by Alan Moll in Tina’s absence. She was pleased with the success
of our Christmas program, Oyster Stew Supper. She and the students will also be doing more to promote the
“Fill the Ark” campaign.

5

Committee Reports were given.

The 150th Anniversary Committee has secured our District President, Lucas Woodford, to be the speaker, and
the lunch will be catered.
Old business: Nothing to report
New business: A motion was made, seconded and carried to approve the budget for 2020 expenses at
$164,000; a motion was made, seconded and carried to approve the 2020 Mission budget of $37,000 for a total of $201,000.
The slate of officers that were nominated to the 2020 ballot was presented. A motion was made, seconded and
carried for nominations to cease. Those duly elected are as follows:
Chairman – Alan Moll
Treasurer – Joel Gratz
Sunday School Superintendent – Tina Renne
Sunday School Financial Secretary -- Duane Mensing
Trustees – Josh Cline and Kevin Hedtke

Cemetery Board—Tim Argabright
Elder—Kris Holien
Special Appeals—Shannon Elton and Ralph Behm
Installation of officers will be held on January 20th, 2020.
The following volunteers are serving in these capacities:
Book Auditor – Teresa Carlson
Altar Guild: Ariel Dolmos, Jessica Ellson and Shannon Elton
Fellowship Committee: Cynthia Strickland, Delwin Mahn, Erik Lilleberg and Barb Lilleberg.
A motion was made, seconded and approved to adjourn the meeting, closing with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Jessica M Ellson
January 15th 2020
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LOVE ….
What is love?

From God we learn what love is by experiencing the gift of His Son Jesus Christ. The more we know about how God loves, the
more we will know what love is and the more we will be able to love.
"You are My friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything I learned from My Father I have made known to you. You
did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit - fruit that will last. Then the Father will give
you whatever you ask in My name. This is My command: Love each other" (John 15:10-17).
We have forgotten, or maybe we have never heard, that God is love. His commands are there to protect us, not to hinder us. Obedience is not a burden, but a blessing. We grow to discover that through obedience our relationship with Him grows stronger, as do
our earthly relationships. We begin to realize joy- true joy through our relationship with God. So He commands us in verse 12:
"Love each other as I have loved you." You see, God wants us to have joy not only in our relationship with Him, but also with our
spouse, children, friends, and neighbors. You see, love is not a quality that God has but rather the all-embracing totality of what He
is.
Jesus goes on, "Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. You are My friends if you do what I
command." The supreme sacrifice a person can make for his friends is to lay down his life for them.
A Greek story tells of the devotion and loyalty of Damon and Pythias. Dionysius had condemned Pythias to death. Pythias begged
and pleaded to be set free for a short time so that he might arrange his affairs. Damon pledged his life for the return of his friend.
And Pythias faithfully returned before the appointed hour of execution, just as he had promised. Dionysius was amazed at the devotion and loyalty of these two and begged to be included in their friendship. They were good men, and each was ready to die for the
other. However, Jesus not only laid down His physical life, He also suffered the torments of hell, separation from His heavenly
Father to pay for your sins and mine. Through this sacrifice, Jesus has called us His friends.
Verse 14 now describes who Jesus' friends are. "You are My friends if you do what I command." Jesus' friends are those who believe He laid down His life to pay for their sins. They show their faith by obeying His commands. Only the believer, the one whose
faith accepts Jesus' love, can do what Jesus commands-namely to love others. John explains it like this in his first epistle: "We love
because He first loved us." Our love is simply a response to the great love that God has first shown us in His Son.
For more of this please see:
Excerpt taken from "What Is Love?" Episode #70-37, Presented on The Lutheran Hour on May 25, 2003
By Rev. Bruce Osborne, Guest Speaker, Copyright 2020 Lutheran Hour Ministries . https://www.lutheranhour.org/sermon.asp?
articleid=608
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Cherry Crepes
4 Cup milk
5 eggs
½ teaspoon salt
1 Tablespoon sugar
2 Cup flour
1 Tablespoon oil for frying
Lightly beat eggs. Stir in milk, sugar and salt. Add flour and mix well with an electric mixer. Let rest for 10
minutes. If necessary add more milk so batter is thin. Heat small fry pan to very hot. Add oil to coat pan. Reheat. Add batter to just cover bottom of pan. Turn to brown other side. Set on plate and cover with a towel. Reheat pan no need to add more oil. Stir batter before each crepe. This recipe makes a lot!!
Cherry filling
1/4 Cup sugar
1 Cup sour cream
1 jar canned sour cherries, or 2-3 Cups fresh pitted cherries mixed with 3/4 Cup-1 Cup sugar
Mix together sugar and sour cream until sugar is dissolved. Set aside. Set one crepe on a board, put a row of
cherries across the crepe, in the lower ¼th. Roll the crepe from the bottom over the cherries and to the top. Drizzle with sugar/sour cream mixture.
Love Potion Smoothie
1/2 cup frozen strawberries
1/2 cup frozen raspberries
1 small carton of yogurt
1/2 Cup ice cubes
1 cup apple juice
Place strawberries, raspberries and juice in blender. Blend several seconds. If you
would like a thicker smoothie add more fruit or for a drinkable smoothie add 1/4 Cup
more juice.
BAKING TIP: Do you need a heart shaped pan for a recipe but don't have one?

Try this idea. Bake your recipe in a 8x8 square pan and a circle pan. If you are making a cake, for example,
once it has cooled and you take it out of the pan, turn it sideways to resemble a diamond. Cut the circle cake in
half and place one half on each side at the top of the diamond. Once you frost the cake or decorate it, you will
not be able notice any difference. Now you can create many Valentine recipes with this idea.
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