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CALL PROCESS UPDATE  
    

    The Call Committee of seven members and three alternate 

members were installed during worship on September 18th. At the 

first meeting of the committee they voted to elect Ryan McCormick 

as chair and Jane Nyhaug as Secretary.  All ten members are 

asked to be part of each meeting, like the alternate jurors on a 

jury, but the voting will be done only by the seven full members.  

Here are the seven full members:  Jane Nyhaug, Ryan McCormick, 

Annika Kvale (Youth member), Jill Severson, Rod Carlson, Rodney 

Hughes and Daniel Pesicka.  The three alternate members are 

Doris O'Dea, Kaylie Sorenson and Steve Matson.  They have now 

begun the process of completing the Ministry Site Profile.  This 

profile is much like a resume for St. John.  It will be shared with 

the Synod Office so that they know some important things about 

our congregation and about what we are looking for the skills our 

next pastor will need to minister to us.  Then, when the Synod 

recommends a pastor to us, that pastor will receive our Ministry 

Site Profile to learn about us.  As the Call Committee begins their 

work, they will make appropriate reports through the monthly 

newsletter.   

     Please keep these 10 Call Committee members in your prayers 

as they listen to the Holy Spirit's guidance and the hopes and 

dreams of you, the members of St. John American Lutheran 

Church. 

 
St. John serves the evening meal at The 

Banquet WEST on Wednesday, October 

26, 2022.  The Banquet WEST is 

located at 5th Street and Marion 

Road.  St. John must supply 6 to 8 

volunteers at 2:00 PM to prepare 

the food, and 10-14 volunteers at 

5:15 PM to serve.  Please sign up to 

help on the sheet on the Welcome 

Center or simply call the church office 

at 605-336-3253.  Come, greet our 

Banquet guests and share in the                               

                                       serving.  Thank you! 

 

Introducing Rev. Dr. Lon Kvanli 
 

 
  

Pastor Lon will be our Interim Pastor October 1, 2022 through May 

31, 2023. Here is a little Bio from Pastor Lon:      

I grew up on a farm near Montevideo in west central Minnesota. I 

graduated from Augustana College in 1979. 

     My wife, Heidi, and I were ordained in 1983; and we have been 

pastors in Minnesota, Nebraska, and South Dakota. From 2014 to 

2021 we were pastors at First Lutheran, Mitchell. Before that (from 

2002 to 2014) I was a pastor at East Side Lutheran in Sioux Falls. 

In 2008 I received a doctor of ministry degree from Luther 

Seminary for my thesis on stewardship in the church. My wife and 

I have completed “Healthy Congregation” training, and we are also 

trained leaders of marriage enrichment retreats. 

    We have four children (all married). One daughter in Roseville 

MN, another daughter in Aberdeen, and twin sons in Sioux Falls. 

They have blessed us with five grandchildren. 

     My wife and I retired last year due to my wife’s health issues. 

In 2021, she had three cranial surgeries to deal with brain tumors 

and suffered a stroke during the third surgery. Her recovery is slow 

but continuing. I bring her to therapy 2-3 days a week. As hard as 

she works, she may be preaching again later this year. 

     I look forward to walking alongside St. John Lutheran as the 

leadership works their way through the call process. 
     By the way, the name Kvanli is Norwegian in origin. In Norway, 

the name is pronounced by speaking both the K and the V. Over 

the years in the U.S., the pronunciation has shifted to “Quan-li”. 

But you are welcome to just call me Pastor Lon. 

 



From Pastor Don Lehmann 

    It has been a joy to serve this congregation for the past few 

months. How time flies, however. It doesn’t seem like it should all 

be coming to a close already. I know my wife thanks you also for 

your warm welcome. We will be anxious to see and hear what 

happens at St. John as you continue through this transition, to 

having a new shepherd for this congregation. We pray there will be 

some exciting and renewing surprises that come along the way. 

     With that in mind I would like to leave you with a story I just 

love: There was this pastor who had a fairly new kitten that had 

gotten up into the willow tree in his backyard. He could not get her 

to come down, offering her treats, etc. She was too high up for 

him to reach. So he determined he would be able to get her down 

if he tied a rope to the tree and to the back bumper of his car and 

moved the car enough to be able to reach up and get the cat. All 

went according to plan, until as he was moving the car forward, 

boing, the rope broke. The cat flew out of the tree and out of sight. 

The pastor looked all over for the cat, but couldn’t find her. He 

finally gave up trying. 

     A couple of days later he was in the grocery store and ran into 

Mrs. Anderson from his parish. He noticed she had some cat food 

in here grocery cart. He also knew how much she disliked cats. So 

he was surprised, and asked her about it. “Oh you won’t believe it, 

pastor,” she said. “My daughter has been bugging me for a cat for 

such a long time. She just wouldn’t give it up. I finally got to the 

point of saying to her, ‘why don’t you just go out in the backyard 

and pray for a cat.’ You know she did that very thing, and she was 

kneeling in the backyard praying and all of a sudden this cat lands 

right in front of her. Can you believe it?” 

     Be open to the surprises God has instore for you and your 

fellow parishioners. Keep praying, for God wants to be in 

communication with you and wants the best for you and St. John 

American Lutheran. 

 

 

Do we have your e-mail address?  Weekly announcements and 

prayer concerns are sent to the congregation each Friday.  If you 

are not currently receiving this weekly e-mail and want to be added 

to the group, please contact the office at: 

stjohnlutheran1912@msn.com   

 

 

 

 

Rite of Confirmation 
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

Reformation Sunday, October 30, 9:30 a.m. 
 

Having been instructed in the Christian faith, the following 

desire to make public affirmation of their Baptism and 

assume greater responsibility in the life of our Christian 

community and its mission in the world. 
 

Timothy Schroeder  
 

CONGRATULATIONS & GOD BLESS! 
 

 

Please check your Pyrex baking dishes! Someone took 

home the wrong glass dish after Intern Elias’s brunch.  It 

might have the name Garner written on the bottom if it 

didn’t get washed off.  This dish has a lid and carrying 

case to go with it and she would really like to have it 

returned.   There is a Pyrex pan in the kitchen but it is not 

the right size.   Thanks for checking!  
 

 
 

Men, women and youth of St John--We 

need your help on Saturday, October 22, 

to do a kitchen clean up at St. John. We 

will start at 9 and go to approximately 

noon. The more people we have, the 

sooner we get done. We are looking 

forward to seeing you.  Rumors are there  

might be donuts! 

 
 

 

mailto:stjohnlutheran1912@msn.com


    Thank you so much to the St. John 

community for the warm send-off as I ended 

my internship. The cards, well-wishes and 

potluck were fantastic. And I've already 

cuddled up with Clara in the quilt I received 

from WELCA a number of times. I said it a 

number of times during internship, but I say it now too, I am 

incredibly lucky to have done my internship at St. John American 

Lutheran Church.  

     As of now, I'm still in the process of conversations with a 

congregation. Once more details can be shared, rest assured I'll let 

you all know.  Hopefully I'll be in a called position before the end of 

October, but these things seem to always take longer than we 

expect. On that note, I hope the call process goes well for St. John 

too as I know there is a lot still ahead of you. God's blessings 

during this time! 
                                           Elias Johnson-Youngquist 

 

     Thank you so much to the members of St. John for supporting 

me financially and spiritually in my last year at South Dakota State 

University. The gift you have all given me will allow me to focus on 

completing my studies and devote time to a church in Brookings 

where I serve on the Student Leadership Team. I feel so blessed to 

have the opportunity to help other students in learning who God is 

and finding Jesus, and I wouldn’t be able to do it without your 

support St. John. I will work my hardest and pray for the provision 

of both your ministry in Sioux Falls and ours in Brookings, and that 

we all work toward the one common goal of glorifying the Lord. 

Thank you once more! 

                                            Blessings, Mason Weidenbach 

 

St. John family, 

 I wanted to thank everyone for the prayers and thoughts 

during my journey.  Thank you for the prayer shawl that was sent 

to me. So proud to be part of an amazing church family. 

     Travis Spier 

 

St. John family, I would like to thank everyone for the thoughts 

and prayers for my Dad as he has navigated his diagnoisis of lung 

cancer and most recent hospitalizations in Bismarck.  Your support 

of extended family during the most complex of times is comforting 

and healing for the soul.  Thank you for the prayer shawl he 

received.  

     Travis Spier/Murel Spier 

 

THANK YOU NOTES CONTINUED…. 

      

Thank-you all for your prayers while I was in the hospital and after 

my surgery while I was recovering.  Special thanks to Pastor Don 

for his visit & prayer.  I really appreciated it. 

                                             Thanks again, Darrell Buol 

 

Dear St. Johners,  

Thank you for your prayers on the passing of my sister. Your 

words of sympathy are very much appreciated. God bless you all 

for caring.  

                                              JoAnn Wagner  

 

Dear Friends at St. John, 

 Thank you for your continued support in serving our 

community.  Your donations provide support to help families 

achieve stability in their housing and finances. You are truly 

making a difference for families in our community. Thank you. 

      The Community Outreach 

 

St. John Endowment Fund Committee, 

 I am so grateful for your support, both monetary and in 

prayer, as I begin my final year of my masters program in 

communication and media studies at SDSU. I also just began a full 

time position as a Digital Engagement Officer with the SDSU 

Foundation! Lots of change happening, but I am forever grateful 

for your continuous support. 

        Allison Schmitt 

 

Dear St. John, 

 You continue to bless Church On The Street by inviting me 

to preach, donating financial and material gifts and providing 

everything for a Laundry With Love event. Thank you so much! 

    God’s peace, Pastor Chris Matson 

      

 

 
 



♫   ♫        “Music Notes”    ♫   ♫ 
      Greetings, St. John!  Our Handbell and Adult Choirs have been 

busy rehearsing for our upcoming performances in October.  The 

Handbell Choir will perform Sunday, October 16th.  We will 

perform a beautiful selection, "In the Stillness".  The Adult Choir 

will perform Sunday, October 23rd.  We will perform two 

selections.  First is the lively piece, "This Little Light of Mine" (Ken 

Buchanan, this one's for you!).  🙂  One of the best things about 

this song is that it features each section of the choir (sopranos, 

altos, tenors, basses).  We will also perform "Wade in the Water".  

Thank you to Dean and Greg Noble (aka the Noblemen) for 

purchasing file cabinets for our choir room.  We were running out 

of space for our music and now there's plenty of room!  Thank you 

for this gift.  I'd also like to thank those who answered the call and 

joined our Handbell and Adult Choirs this year.  We're so excited to 

have both new and returning members.  If anyone would still like 

to join, you are welcome any Wednesday!  Here's to another 

wonderful year making music together!  

Sarah Jo Jorgensen, Director of Choirs 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

          🎶 ALL CREATURES OF OUR GOD AND KING 🎶 
 

     Instead of “Lions and Tigers and 

Bears, Oh my!” we have bunnies and 

squirrels and chicks in the garden.  Well, 

maybe not chicks, but they are using the 

garden, too.  

     One of our Garfield neighbors visited 

Nancy at the garden with his two little 

girls, wondering if he could harvest any of 

the leftover veggies or plants that were 

done producing as feed for his chickens.  

Very little is going to waste! 

      Also, Linda tells me that we’re raising a baby bunny to 

adulthood in the garden.  It’s been spotted amongst the plants, 

and doesn’t appear to be in any hurry to leave! 

     Meanwhile, the squirrels are feasting on all the walnuts in the 

tree.  Be careful walking around up there since a lot of them end 

up on the ground. 

    So, it appears that, indeed, 🎶 “All God’s Creatures got a Place 

in the…Garden” 🎶 

Come & see what’s growing!  

  Jan McDonald 

 

The Outreach Board will once again be 

awarding a “Traveling Trophy” for the 

best decorated vehicle at Trunk or Treat… 

Yes, vehicle. If you choose to bring your 

car, van, SUV, or ATV / UTV and you 

decorate it you will be eligible to win the 

“Best Decorated Participant” award. This trophy will have your 

name and year of participation engraved on a plate and mounted to 

the trophy. That trophy will then be displayed at your residence or 

at the church… your choice. The trophy will be turned back in and 

updated with the next year’s winner. Take this opportunity to stand 

out and be that winning participant!  

All participating vehicles will be given a number and 

separated by one parking space. We also ask that you hand out the 

candy, not allowing the children or adults to reach in your bag.  

Candies must be individually wrapped.  We (St. John) can help 

purchase candy if needed.  Just let us know.   

Please consider participating in this year’s “Trunk or 

Treat”.  Either by decorating your vehicle or by donating candy to 

hand out. Your St. John family needs your participation, and the 

community will appreciate it.  Thank you!  

Please join us Sunday, October 30th from 4 to 6 pm in 

the East parking lot.  Cars can line up and start decorating at 3 

or after.  Thank you.  
 

 

TRUNK OR TREAT! 

Sunday, Oct. 30th 

*** 4-6 pm *** 

St. John Lutheran 

Parking Lot.  Tell your 

friends and neighbors! 

Fun! Fun! Fun! 



Meals-On-Wheels 2022 
St. John is responsible for Meals-on-Wheels 
drivers and helpers every Tuesday.  If you are 
able to help out with this important community 
activity, please call Phil or Jackie Johnson. They 
can give you more information and details.  
The meals are picked up at Active Generations 
and delivered on the west side of Sioux Falls.   

 

Remember – you can sign up for just one Tuesday if you 
wish.  Any and all help is needed and appreciated! 

 

Online giving 
      It is so encouraging to see both new and familiar faces at 

our worship services. Throughout the year, many of you 

already support the congregation with your time, talent and 

financial contributions. But greater participation is always 

welcome. We encourage you to consider our electronic giving 

program. We accept donations made from your bank account 

and credit card or debit cards. It takes just a few minutes to set 

up a recurring giving plan. Visit our website 

(www.stjohnlutheran.net) and click on the “Help us 

Grow/Giving” button. Thank you for sharing your blessings and 

for your continued support of our church. Your spirited 

generosity ensures we can carry our message and our works 

throughout our community and beyond for years to come! 

 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW? Sioux Falls Fire Rescue, in 

partnership with the American Red Cross, provides 

smoke alarms and installation FREE OF CHARGE to 

residents in Sioux Falls. Sioux Falls Fire Rescue is 

partnering with the Helpline Center to streamline 

requests for Smoke Alarm checks and installations.  

Simply dial 211 if you need a new smoke alarm!    

 

God’s Work, Our Hands  
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED on 

Saturday mornings, 8-11 am (two 

different shifts available)at 

Spellerberg Park for Neighborhood 

Soccer with Garfield Elementary 

school. The season will wrap up 

October 29. Sign up on the link found 

on our church website or call the church office. This is a project 

sponsored by the St. John Outreach Board. Please consider sharing 

your time for this important ministry. Thank you! 
 

 

 

In October, you can help 
Journey of Hope by donating 
NEW pairs of men's and 
women's socks. Socks are 
among the most requested items 
in rehabilitation facilities and 
homeless shelters. Socks will be 
included in all our fresh starter 
kits and given to agencies that 
serve individuals reintegrating 
from treatment, incarceration, or 
experiencing homelessness.  
 

 

 

Just a reminder that the Blessing Box on the corner of 13th and 

Jefferson is being used and our recipients are plentiful, so please 

consider contributing grocery items.   
 

PLEASE place your items right in the Blessing Box.  If it is 

full, you can put items in the totes in the WEST entrance.  

PLEASE check the expiration date on products before 

leaving them for others. Thank you! 

Canned soups, sauces, canned fruits, canned vegetables, (plastic 

or metal) bottled water, Peanut butter, Rice, Oatmeal, Popcorn, 

Macaroni and cheese, Tea bags, Coffee (ground only), hamburger 

or tuna helper, tuna, Pasta, Granola bars, etc.   

http://www.stjohnlutheran.net/


Ladies of St. John, The WELCA 

Executive Board will be hosting a 

WELCA Fellowship Brunch on 

Saturday, November 12, 2022. We 

would love to have you there to 

share in our fellowship and share 

ideas about the future of WELCA at 

St. John.  Please RSVP to Mary Remmark at 605-360-7625 or at 

jmremmark@aol.com.  Please include your name, your phone 

number and how many people will be attending.  There will be a free 

will offering. There will also be a sign-up sheet at church in October. 
 

LWR (Lutheran World Relief) 
     We are pleased to announce we will soon be shipping to 

Lutheran World Relief again!  We will be collecting items to 

complete some kits.  Items listed below can be left in the box in 

front of the church office door. 

Layettes: 

     * TWO lightweight cotton t-shirts (no Onesies ®)  

     * TWO long- or short-sleeved gowns or sleepers (without feet)            

     * TWO receiving blankets, medium-weight cotton or flannel, or 

crocheted or knitted with lightweight yarn, between 36” and 52” 

square  

     * FOUR cloth diapers, flat fold preferred  

     * ONE jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with a hood, or include a 

baby cap  

     * TWO pairs of socks  

     * ONE hand towel, dark color recommended  

     * TWO or three bath-size bars of gentle soap in original 

wrapping; no mini or hotel size bars  

     * TWO diaper pins or large safety pins 

Personal Care Kits: 

     * ONE Mild bath size bar soaps in the original wrapper 

     * ONE Sturdy comb 

     * ONE Nail clipper with or without file 

     * ONE bath-size towel 
      

 We would love for more people join us on Wednesdays for 

fellowship and quilting.  No sewing experience is needed!  St. John 
Quilters meet Wednesdays from 9am - 2pm in the Fellowship Hall.   

    We continue to need sheets and materials for making 

quilts.  They may be left in the box by the office door.  

                                           Barb Buchanan & LaVonne Schimke 

                                       Chairs of Mission Action Service Group 

 

WELCA Bible Study 
Sunday, October 16th at 10:45 AM 

(We will meet in the church Library) 

 

WELCA has greeting cards for sale in the church office. Birthday, 

Sympathy, Thinking of you, Encouragement, Get Well, etc. at 

$6.00 for a box of twelve. There are also beautiful table napkins 

for $3.50 per package.  
 

 

Christmas Wreaths will soon 

be for sale with some of the 

sale proceeds going to our 

Youth.  See Belva Kurtz, one 

of our middle or high school 

students, or there is a form on the 

Welcome Center. 
 
 

 

       St. John has a Facebook page  
Check us out!  Keep informed about 

upcoming events, weekly bible verses, 
special announcements, photos & more! 

www.facebook.com/StJohnAmericanLutheranChurchSF 
 
 

 

 
 

 

The deadline for the monthly Newsletter is 8:00 

a.m. on the 20th of the preceding month. This month 

it will be Thursday, October 20th.  

http://www.facebook.com/StJohnAmericanLutheranChurchSF


 

SEPTEMBER  STATS:     Families        351 
                                                Baptized Membership          640 

                                               Confirmed Membership       520 

 

Funerals: Annadell Loewen, September 23, 2022 

 

Transfer In: Robert McDaniel, September 1, 2022 
 

                                                         (Statistics as of 9/26/22) 

 
   

-In memory of Bev Spomer: $25-Nightwatch 

-In memory of Pat Buechler: $25-General Fund 

In memory of LaVon Dickey: $25-Lutheran World 

Hunger; $100-Choir Fund 

                                 

 
Other Gifts:    

$763.38 Food To You; $773.37 Nightwatch; $334 Mission Globe for 
Lutherans Outdoors & $755 for The Teddy Bear Den; $30-St. Dysmas;  

 

 

NOT ABLE TO WORSHIP ON SUNDAY? 
 

SATURDAY EVENING 

WORSHIP 
5:30 P.M. 

 

 
 

Psalm 107:1 

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; his 
love endures forever. 
 

 

Project CAR Drivers Needed  
 
 

 

You Are The Key! 
    Volunteer drivers give their time to assist with morning or 

afternoon routes, as little or as often as they are willing. 

Drivers utilize our fleet of safe, reliable vehicles. All routes are 

planned in advance with dispatch assistance, so no guess work 

is required from drivers.  Project CAR provides vehicles, gas, 

etc.  Please call the Project CAR office (332-2777) for more 

information.  Men, women, retired, working, young, young 

at heart … We Need You! 
 

 

     October Mission Globe 
 

     Our October Mission Globe gifts will go to 

Journey of Hope Socktober! Gifts will be used to 

purchase Men’s and Women’s socks for their fresh 

starter kits and given to agencies that serve 

individuals reintegrating from treatment, 

incarceration, or experiencing homelessness.  

     You are welcome to make a contribution, above and beyond 

your regular giving, by mailing your check to the church office or 

by placing in the globe.  Please make checks payable to St. John 

Special Funds.  Thank you. 

 

 

RUMMAGE SALE IN THE ST. JOHN 
PARKING LOT, OCTOBER 8,  

8 AM -2 PM 
(WEATHER PERMITTING) 



                  (Proceeds to St. John Youth) 
 

 
ST. JOHN GENERAL FUND – AUGUST 2022 

Doug McCain, Treasurer 

 

BALANCE ON HAND 8/1/2022 9,955.93$            

Total Receipts for Month 20,743.10$          

Total Cash on Hand 30,699.03$          

Less Expenditures for Month (23,975.52)$        

from Capital Funds payable -$                    

BALANCE ON HAND 8/31/2022 6,723.51$            

Doug McCain, Treasurer  
 
 
 

 
EXPENSES THIS MONTH    YEAR TO DATE ANNUAL 
  PAID PAID BUDGET 
 
Our World Mission                 $   1,805.00    $   14,480.00     $ 21,700.00 
 
Pastoral Ministry & Staff 17,114.87 148,309.97 298,563.00 
 
Worship & Service 3,022.77 15,176.09 29,885.00 
 
Our Church Home 2,032.88 35,076.29 42,790.00 
  __________ __________ __________ 

 
Total Expenditures $ 23,975.52 $223,042.35 $392,938.00 

 
 
 

 
 

OUR GIFTS FOR THE LORD AND HIS WORK – GENERAL FUND__ 

                             Offerings           Expenses          Difference 
YTD Total (8/31)  $205,525.16    $(223,042.35)     ($17,517.19) 

 
 

$29,349.58

RECEIPTS

Interest

TOTAL RECEIPTS $0.00

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS $0.00

SAVINGS BALANCE $29,349.58

CHECKING BALANCE $884.61

RECEIPTS

 Interest $0.01

TOTAL RECEIPTS $0.01

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS $0.00

CHECKING BALANCE $884.62

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT

Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 1/25/24 $109,910.53

Mission Investment Fund : 1.936% maturity 4/20/27 $127,437.62

Mission Investment Fund; 1.49%; maturity 10/20/25 $57,905.47

TOTAL CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT $295,253.62

TOTAL CAPITAL FUNDS $325,487.82

PAYABLES

Transfers from General Funds (end of year) $33,000.00

     Transfer from General Fund (year end) 2023

     Transfers to General Fund 2022 $15,000.00

TOTAL PAYABLES $18,000.00

DESIGNATED FUNDS

    Stewardship use in memory of Delpha Dumke $1,000.00

     Elevator Funds for maintenance $6,853.08

     Haase Nelson Memorial: Parish Nurse/COVID $18,324.26

     Semmler Bequest: future Internship Programs $7,749.14

TOTAL DESIGNATED FUNDS $33,926.48

$273,561.34

St. John Policy #5: The Capital Funds Account shall maintain a minimum balance amounting to 5% of the

annual congregational budget. Any transfer of money from the Capital Fund to the General Fund shall have

Council approval.

August 1, 2022

Capital Fund Statement

SAVINGS BALANCEAugust 1, 2022

August 31, 2022

August 31, 2022

August 31, 2022

TOTAL AVAILABLE CAPITAL FUNDS August 31, 2022

5% of 2022 budget $19,646.90

 


