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 🎶 EARTH AND ALL STARS 🎶 
 

 
 

I’ve been thinking about water, specifically rainwater, for the 

garden, and this hymn came to mind.  “…Loud rushing 

planets…Hail, wind, and rain…”.  😳   We’ve had some very timely 

rains so far this summer, and fingers crossed, no hail on our little 

patch of ground. 
 

We also have other sources of water:   The rain barrel that sits by 

the garage was a gift from the Okrinas, and is great for filling 

watering cans.  Last year we used a system of soaker hoses; other 

good ideas are elevated sprinklers and a customized drip system. 

 Like every project, it’s a work in progress, and always subject to 

change.  Whatever the method, water is essential to the garden, as 

it is to everything else in our lives.  
 

Nancy, Linda, Kay & I planted most of the favorites:  Beans & 

beets, carrots & cucumbers, radishes & lettuce, onions & 

eggplant, tomatoes, peppers & squash.  New this year:  Sweet 

corn, broccoli, & Kay’s lemon cucumbers! 
 

Come & see what’s growing!  

 

Jan McDonald 

The Worship Board is bringing traditional 

communion back to worship in July.  We 

will need communion servers again.  

Please sign up for this important task on 

the white board in the Narthex.  Because 

we are all a little rusty at this, there will be 

a “Communion Refresher” class immediately following 

worship on July 10th in the Sanctuary.  Intern Pastor Elias will 

talk a little about the meaning of communion and the 

worship board will brush us up on the nuts and bolts of 

assisting with communion.  Please plan to attend.  This should 

only take about 10 minutes.  Thank you!  
 

 

 

Journey of Hope will be creating 

Inspirational Cards to put in their 

bags on July 21st at 5:30 pm in 

the Fellowship Hall.  All are 

welcome to come and join in the 

creating, fun and fellowship!  
 

 

 

 
St. John hosts Laundry With Love 

(a ministry of Church On The Street) on Tuesday,  

July 26th.   We need to prepare and serve a meal to those 
doing their laundry from 3-8 pm at The Laundromat 

Company, 701 N. Cliff Ave., please contact Brenda Jones  

at 605-334-7335 if you are able to help serve. 
God’s Work, Our Hands. 

 



NAMI (National Alliance on Mental 

Illness) provides confidential 

support groups for family 

members and individuals living 

with mental health conditions. 
 

Family Support Groups 

 A support group for family members, significant others and 

friends of people with mental health conditions.  Group 

meets the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month from 6:00-

7:00PM. 

Connections Support Groups 

 A support group for people with mental health conditions. 

Groups meet weekly, Wednesday at 5:30PM and Thursdays 

at noon. 

We will continue to meet online until further notice.  

Find the registration link at: 

   https://namisouthdakota.org/support-groups-meetings/ 
 

For more information, call or text Kari Palmer at (605) 351-4785.  

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

JUNE STATS:     Families        354 
                                                Baptized Membership          647 

                                               Confirmed Membership       526 
 

                                                         (Statistics as of 6/21/22) 

 
-In memory of Rev. James Brinkhuis: $25-Lutheran 

World Hunger;   

 -In memory of Don Janssen: $50-Memory Garden 

-In memory of Don & Linda Janssen: $50-Memory Garden                                   

 
Other Gifts:    

$471.21 Mission Globe for VBS; $30-Project CAR; $27-Lutheran World 
Hunger from VBS offerings 

NO COFFEE HOUR AFTER 

WORSHIP ON JULY 3RD.  

THANK YOU!  
 

 
 

 

We will welcome Pastor Chris Matson  

from Church on The Street  

to our Pulpit on July 23 & 24. 
 

 
 

 

The youth of St. John will be 

hosting a rummage sale in 

September, if you have items 

that you would like to donate, you 

can put them in the garage in the big stall.  They will 

accept all items except TVs.   Please pick up the key from 

the church office.  Thank you! 
 

https://namisouthdakota.org/support-groups-meetings/


From Pastor Don Lehmann 

     Since I began my interim relationship with the congregation, I 

have seen lots of faces, heard lots of names and I am trying to 

connect names with faces.   Please be patient with me as I make 

this transition.  I have usually been good at remembering names, 

but as we get older that seems to change some as well.  You have 

certainly been very welcoming and hospitable to my wife and I and 

that has been very much appreciated. 

     I will be with you through the month of September, and then 

Pastor Lon Kvanli will assume the interim pastor position here at 

St. John American Lutheran.  His starting in October affords him 

the opportunity to start confirmation classes and establish an on-

going relationship with the youth.  That is an important connection 

to be made. 

     One of the things I want you to know about me is that I was 

diagnosed with Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia in 2007.  I have not 

had to have it treated until a little over a year ago.  My treatment 

eventually put me in the hospital as I reacted to one of the 

medications I was given.  My decision to be interim here was 

clouded somewhat by that experience as I was not wanting to have 

a relapse.  The continuing treatment has been very tolerable for 

me and I have been moving forward with confidence that it will 

remain that way.  I did promise my wife, however, that if my 

health did deteriorate I would be terminating my relationship here.  

So far that is not an issue, and I will have additional tests done in 

August to determine whether I continue with the treatment or if 

that can be eliminated.  My hope is that the treatment will be 

finished at that time, but if not, at least for now it has not made 

my life difficult. 

     We all have experiences in our lives that bring us up short, that 

may cause us pain and suffering, and even question God and our 

faith in God.  In the midst of that I would remind you of the 

powerful words of the hymn we sang this past Sunday in worship, 

“You Are Mine”.  Verse one is: “I will come to you in the silence.  I 

will lift you from all your fear.  You will hear my voice, I claim you 

as my choice.  Be still and know I am here.”  And then the refrain 

is so powerful: “Do not be afraid, I am with you.  I have called you 

each by name.  Come and follow me, I will bring you home; I love 

you and you are mine.” 

     Claim that promise for yourselves as we experience this life, 

not knowing what lies ahead, not being in control of what may 

happen, but knowing that God will be with you and bring you 

through whatever you face.  Thanks be to God! 

 
 

 

Project CAR Drivers Needed  
 

You Are The Key! 
 

Volunteers are the key to independence  

and quality of life for seniors. 
 

Project CAR (Call A Ride) offers transportation to Sunday church 

services, and other church functions, and medical appointments for 

the elderly members of six different churches.  This transportation is a 

crucial element in their ability to remain connected to their church 

and community.  Project CAR provides vehicles, gas, etc.  Please call 

the Project CAR office (332-2777) for more information.  Men, 

women, retired, working, young, young at heart … We Need You! 
 

 

Meals-On-Wheels 2022 
St. John is responsible for Meals-on-Wheels 
drivers and helpers every Tuesday.  If you are 
able to help out with this important community 
activity, please call Phil or Jackie Johnson. They 
can give you more information and details.  
The meals are picked up at Active Generations 
and delivered on the west side of Sioux Falls.   

 

Remember – you can sign up for just one Tuesday if you 
wish.  Any and all help is needed and appreciated! 

 
 

 

GIFT CARDS MAKE A GREAT GIFT! 
 Gift Cards for a number of local businesses/restaurants are 
available for purchase on Sunday mornings at the Welcome Center in 
the east entryway of the church. (Cards are also available weekdays 
in the church office.)  Gift Cards may be purchased in varying 
denominations allowing you to purchase merchandise at their 
respective businesses up to the face value of each card.  In most 
instances, Gift Cards purchased at St. John result in a 5% profit from 
participating businesses to our St. John Youth to help with summer 
camps and servant events. 
 

THANK YOU FOR PURCHASING GIFT CARDS AT ST. JOHN. 



LWR (Lutheran World Relief) 
 

     St. John Quilters meet Wednesdays from 9am - 2pm in the 

Fellowship Hall and have been very busy.  53 quilts have been 

completed since March of this year!  

     We continue to need sheets and materials for making quilts. 

They may be left in the box by the office door.  

     We want to thank all who have recently donated sheets and 

material for the quilts, as well as monetary support.  

     We would enjoy having more people join us on Wednesdays for 

fellowship and quilting.  No sewing experience is needed!  Coffee 

is always on.  Bring a sack lunch if you would like to.  

                                           Barb Buchanan & LaVonne Schimke 

                                       Chairs of Mission Action Service Group 

    

WELCA has greeting cards for sale in the church office. Birthday, 

Sympathy, Thinking of you, Encouragement, Get Well, etc. at 

$6.00 for a box of twelve. There are also beautiful table napkins 

for $3.50 per package.  

 
 

 

 
 

 

The deadline for the monthly Newsletter is 8:00 

a.m. on the 20th of the preceding month. This month 

it will be Wednesday, July 20th.  
 

 

 

 

 
 

       St. John has a Facebook page  

Check us out!  Keep informed about 
upcoming events, weekly bible verses, 

special announcements, photos & more! 

www.facebook.com/StJohnAmericanLutheranChurchSF 
 

 

 

Tree of Healing VBS 

 

  
From Intern Pastor Elias Johnson-Youngquist 

From June 7-10th we got to host our annual Vacation Bible School. 

Around 15 kids, a slew of adults and a large cardboard tree 

gathered each night for food, games, singing, and learning about 

how God cares for us and cares for his creation. Our VBS program 

for this year was “Tree of Healing,” from ELCA World Hunger. 

Tuesday, we met for the first time to learn about how God cares 

for his creation with “Roots of Creation.” On Wednesday, our 

theme was “Different bodies, different gifts.” We learned how Jesus 

healed people and continues to heal people, sometimes through 

very obvious healing and other times through mundane things like 

glasses, braille or doctors. On Thursday, we learned about how 

God uses us to care for our neighbors through things like the 

community garden, and being kind to one another. Some 

highlights included getting to plant beans in their own pot, spelling 

their names in braille, playing tag games from around the world, 

and getting out into the St. John community garden to see what is 

growing. On Friday, we tied everything up with a program for 

church members and families, and had a cookout with yard games 

and smores. It was a fantastic week! A huge thank-you goes out to 

all the volunteers involved in the program, cooking food, baking 

cookies, getting their kids and grandkids to church and everyone 

else who helped make VBS possible this year. Thank you! 

http://www.facebook.com/StJohnAmericanLutheranChurchSF


God’s Work, Our Hands  
 

Just a reminder that the Blessing Box on the corner of 13th and 

Jefferson is being used and our recipients are plentiful, so please 

consider contributing grocery items.   

PLEASE place your items right in the Blessing Box.  If it is 

full, you can put items in the totes in the WEST entrance.  

PLEASE check the expiration date on products before 

leaving them for others. Thank you! 
 
 

Canned soups, sauces, canned fruits, canned vegetables, (plastic 

or metal) bottled water, Peanut butter, Rice, Oatmeal, Popcorn, 

Macaroni and cheese, Tea bags, Coffee (ground only), hamburger 

or tuna helper, tuna, Pasta, Granola bars, etc.  Remember that hot 

temps will melt chocolate!     

 

Personal hygiene items are welcome too! Shampoo, Soap, 

toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, etc.  Just don’t place them 

right next to food items. 

 

 

 

Do we have your e-mail address?  Weekly announcements and 

prayer concerns are sent to the congregation each Friday.  If you 

are not currently receiving this weekly e-mail and want to be added 

to the group, please contact the office at: 

stjohnlutheran1912@msn.com   

 

 

Online giving available 
     Summer is here and so are vacations!  Don’t forget your 

offerings are still needed here at St. John. We encourage you to 

consider our electronic giving program. We accept donations 

made from your bank account and credit card or debit cards. It 

takes just a few minutes to set up a recurring giving plan. Visit 

our website (www.stjohnlutheran.net) and click on the “Help us 

Grow/Giving” button. Thank you again for your continued 

support of our church. Your spirited generosity ensures we can 

carry our message and our works throughout our community 

and beyond for years to come!  
 

     The Worship and Music Committee would like to 

thank Rod Carlson for being willing to help line up 

ushers for Sundays. He will be calling for help with 

ushering soon. Please consider volunteering for this 

important job! This is an effort to get worship back to 

'normal'.  Thank you so much Rod! 

     We are also looking for musicians to help out with a 

few Saturday and Sunday services, as our paid musicians 

are unable to be with us every weekend. 

Please contact Polly Hooks via text or phone at 605-290-

1622 or the church office and speak with Joanne.  

You don't have to be able to play the piano or organ. 

Share YOUR talent with St. John! 

                                                  Polly Hooks, Board Chair 
     

 

       July Mission Globe 
 

Our July Mission Globe gifts will go to  

Lutherans Outdoors. 

   Lutherans Outdoors provides opportunities for 

people of all ages and abilities to connect to each 

other.  This is done in a nurturing environment.  

Participants can develop new skills and build life-

long relationships.  Camps include:  NeSoDak, 

Outlaw Ranch and Klein Ranch. Explore and 

experience Christ's love in community and 

creation.   You are welcome to make a contribution, above and 

beyond your regular giving, by mailing your check to the church 

office or by placing in the globe.  Please make checks payable to 

St. John Special Funds.  Thank you. 

 

 
 

  Third class mail cannot be forwarded.  If you change your 
address, let us know so you receive your next Newsletter.  You 
will also save the church the 62cost of address corrections. 

mailto:stjohnlutheran1912@msn.com
http://www.stjohnlutheran.net/


 

NOT ABLE TO WORSHIP ON SUNDAY? 
 

SATURDAY EVENING WORSHIP 

5:30 P.M. 
 

ST. JOHN GENERAL FUND – May 2022 
Doug McCain, Treasurer 

 

BALANCE ON HAND 5/1/2022 8,578.21$            

Total Receipts for Month 24,501.96$          

Total Cash on Hand 33,080.17$          

Less Expenditures for Month (28,490.85)$        

From Capital Funds payable -$                    

BALANCE ON HAND 5/31/2022 4,589.32$            

Doug McCain, Treasurer  
 
 
 
 

EXPENSES THIS MONTH    YEAR TO DATE ANNUAL 

  PAID PAID BUDGET 
 
Our World Mission                 $   1,805.00    $     9,065.00     $ 21,700.00 
 
Pastoral Ministry & Staff 22,878.46 115,934.12 298,563.00 
 
Worship & Service 1,914.50 8,809.42 29,885.00 
 
Our Church Home 1,892.89 22,989.83 42,790.00 
  __________ __________ __________ 
 
Total Expenditures $ 28,490.85 $156,798.37 $392,938.00 

 
 
 

OUR GIFTS FOR THE LORD AND HIS WORK – GENERAL FUND__ 

                             Offerings           Expenses          Difference 

YTD Total (5/31)  $142,146.99    $(156,798.37)     ($14,651.38) 

$56,346.67

RECEIPTS

Interest

TOTAL RECEIPTS $0.00

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS

transfer to capital checking for screen payment $13,000.00

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS $13,000.00

SAVINGS BALANCE $43,346.67

CHECKING BALANCE $1,856.30

RECEIPTS

transfer from capital savings $13,000.00

 Interest $0.04

TOTAL RECEIPTS $13,000.04

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS

Verum Technologies $12,645.00

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS $12,645.00

CHECKING BALANCE $2,211.34

CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT

Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 1/25/24 $109,309.48

Mission Investment Fund : 1.936% maturity 4/20/27 $126,832.17

Mission Investment Fund; 1.49%; maturity 10/20/25 $57,693.22

TOTAL CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT $293,834.87

TOTAL CAPITAL FUNDS $339,392.88

PAYABLES

Transfers from General Funds (end of year) $33,000.00

     Transfer from General Fund (year end) 2022

     Transfers to General Fund 2022 $10,000.00

TOTAL PAYABLES $23,000.00

DESIGNATED FUNDS

    Stewardship use in memory of Delpha Dumke $1,000.00

     Elevator Funds for maintenance $6,853.08

     Haase Nelson Memorial: Parish Nurse/COVID $18,324.26

     Semmler Bequest: future Internship Programs $16,749.14

TOTAL DESIGNATED FUNDS $42,926.48

$273,466.40

St. John Policy #5: The Capital Funds Account shall maintain a minimum balance amounting to 5% of the annual

congregational budget. Any transfer of money from the Capital Fund to the General Fund shall have Council

approval.

May 1, 2022

Capital Fund Statement
SAVINGS BALANCE May 1, 2022

May 31, 2022

May 31, 2022

May 31, 2022

TOTAL AVAILABLE CAPITAL FUNDS May 31, 2022

5% of 2022 budget $19,646.90

 


