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Welcome to the Pulpit 
 

April 30th & May 1st: Pastor Renee Splichal 

Larson, Associate to the Bishop.  Pastor 

Renee will stay for Coffee Hour after worship 

on Sunday to answer your questions 

regarding the call process and the role of an 

interim pastor. Please plan to stay, ask 

questions and visit with her.  

May 21st & 22nd:  Pastor Jeff Backer from St. 

Dysmas. Pastor Jeff will also stay for Coffee 

Hour after worship on Sunday to visit and 

discuss our ministry partnership with St. 

Dysmas. Please plan to stay to welcome him. 

             And Pastor Dennis Hansen will preach on May 28th & 29th. 

 

 

 

Spring Clean Up Day 
       (Note date change!) 

The outdoor space at St. John 

is in need of a spruce up! And 

the garden area will be prepped 

for spring planting. Mark your 

calendar for Saturday, May 

14th, beginning at 9:00 a.m.  Bring your own 

beverage, rake and gloves. The properties board 

will have the trash bags ready and will provide 

Donuts!  Many hands make light work!    

 

From Pastor Paul 

By the time you read this, I’ll have stepped away from my 

appointments per St. John already two weeks.  Thirty-eight years 

ago I left Luther Seminary in St. Paul and launched into a ministry 

of Word and Sacrament in the South Dakota Synod of the ELCA.  

Twenty-five of my thirty-eight years in pastoral ministry I was 

blessed to serve amid and with my beloved St. John.  I could have 

scarcely imagined when first I starting out that I could ever have 

had the good fortune of working the “lion’s share” of my 

professional career with all of you.  It has been breathtaking 

beautiful.  Surely you must know that I take my leave only with a 

heart full and spilling over with gratitude…  Gratitude and heartfelt 

humility for having had the chance of a lifetime to be your pastor 

and friend. 

The book of Ecclesiastes must be one of the most eloquent in 

all of literature.  It’s fourteen contrasts recorded in chapter three 

embrace the whole of human existence and present the life of 

every human as a great circle.  We come from God, we go to God.  

Or as T.S. Elliot put it:  “All of life is exploration, and the end of all 

our searching will be to arrive where we started, and to know the 

place as if for the first time.”  And all along this way, from 

beginning to end and back to beginning again, we engage with 

paradox, polarities, the waxing and waning of life.  “For 

everything,” the author of Ecclesiastes writes, “there is a season 

and a time for ever matter under heaven.” 
 A time to be born and a time to die. 

 A time to plant and a time to pluck up what is planted. 

 A time to kill and a time to heal. 

 A time to weep and a time to laugh. 

 A time to mourn and a time to dance.  

 A time to keep silence and a time to speak. 

 A time to love and a time to hate. 

 A time for war and a time for peace. 

We cannot, any of us, deny that we’re caught in the flow of 

time.  All things and all actions have their moment.  Nothing new 

comes out of this circle in which all of life moves.  However clever 

and industrious we may be, and however much we may seem to 

accomplish, we must know that the whole structure may topple 

and our works wash away in the flood of the years.  Twenty-five 
years I’ve given my heart, my all to the people and place that is 

St. John.  Twenty-five years from now, the only remembrance of 

me will be my picture hanging among all the other photos of St. 

John pastors past on the east wall of St. John’s fellowship hall.  

 



(Pastor Paul continued)……. 

God’s timing is hidden to us, and on its own our toiling and 

timing are of no permanent value.  But something has broken into 

this repetitious circle of time.  Jesus said, “The time is fulfilled and 

the kingdom of God is at hand.”  God’s timing breaks into the 

doleful tempo of our years.  Something new has appeared.  And 

this something new – Christ’s kingdom – can break into every 

minute, every hour, and every year of our lives.  And when 

everything else is said and done, in the end we arrive where we 

started, with God, and know the place with all the joy we knew it 

when at first the joy of Christ’s kingdom was given to us.   

And God bless it all.  He does.  He has.  He will. 

I’ll love you all, forever.   

 

 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY-MAY 8TH! 

 
 

 

 

 

May Mission Globe 
 

  Our May Mission Globe gifts will go to the  

St. John Vacation Bible School program. This 

year’s theme is Tree of Healing and will be held 

June 7-10, 2022 

You are welcome to make a contribution, above and 

beyond your regular giving, in the globe at the back 
of the sanctuary.  Please make checks payable to 

St. John Special Funds.  Thank you. 

 

 

The Theme this year for Vacation 

Bible School is: 

Tree of Healing 
 

SAVE THE DATES: 

June 7-10, 2022 
Registration will be open soon! Watch 

for announcements in your Sunday 

Bulletin and online! New this year--a 

meal will be served to all students and 

staff each night. Volunteers always 

needed and welcome.   

Sign up at the Welcome Center. 

  

 

 

 

 

            

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Are You Graduating This Spring? 

 

Graduation is an exciting event in anyone’s life 

and we, as your church family, would like to help 

you celebrate this time of beginnings. If someone 

from our St. John family is graduating from a 

high school, college, university or vocational 

school, etc., please fill out the form below and 

return to the church office by May 20th. 
 

Graduate’s Name  ____________________________________________  
 

School  _____________________________________________________  
 

Date of Graduation  ___________________________________________  
 

Degree (if applicable)  _________________________________________  



The worship and music committee is 

looking for a head usher or  

co-head ushers. Responsibilities 

would include, but not limited to, 

calling members of St. John to usher 

on Sundays.  The committee would 

like to try this because the sign-up 

board does not seem to be working. 

We are trying to get worship services 

“back to normal”, but we cannot do it without YOU.  We 

cannot have offering during worship or traditional 

communion if we don’t have ushers and communion 

assistants.  The worship and music committee will work with 

the head ushers regarding duties of the position.  Please 

consider this opportunity to serve.  Thank you.  Polly Hooks, 

Worship and Music Chair, Call or text: 605-290-1622 
 
 

 

WELCA Bible Study  
Sunday, May 15, 2022  

at 10:30 AM 

(We will meet in the church 

Library immediately following 

worship) 

 
 

 

 

 
THURSDAY NOON BIBLE 

STUDY CONTINUES 
Facilitator:  Intern Pastor Elias  

We will be studying the weekly lectionary. 

Meet in the church Library.  Bring your sack            

                   lunch.  Come and go as you need to. 

 

From Intern Pastor Elias Johnson-Youngquist 

     We’ve reached the end of our overview of the Old Testament 

and this month we’ll be looking at half of the prophets. About a 

third of the pages of the Bible are associated with a named 

prophet, which is why there’s a lot to get through this month. But 

at their core, each prophet was a person who spoke God’s word to 

the people of Israel and their rulers. Most specifically, that God is 

working on something to bring his people back to him (that 

something, being Christ). 

 

Isaiah: A complex and long book written by several prophets and 

editors over 200 plus years. It’s filled with conflicts between the 

two kingdoms of Israel, conflicts with other nations in the area, 

and a war that destroyed Jerusalem with Babylon. Through it all, 

are some of our best words of comfort, freedom and the promise 

of a messiah (see Isaiah 9, 11, 40 and 43). 

 

Jeremiah: Jeremiah prophesied during the time of war and 

destruction Jerusalem at the hands of Babylon. The Babylonian 

king Nebuchadrezzar destroyed the lineage of Kings of David, the 

temple and the belief that Israel was invincible. Jeremiah’s 

message from God was that God was using the Babylonians to do 

these things to them, but that his promise still stands to care for 

the Israelites. 

 

Lamentations: Five poems of lament which mourn the destruction 

of Jerusalem by the Babylonians. In the midst of horrific suffering, 

these poems voice a cry out for help, but show that even in our 

worst times of suffering, God hears our cries. 

 

Ezekiel: Written by an Israelite priest to his fellow captives while 

Babylon takes over and destroys Jerusalem. Ezekiel says the exile 

is God’s judgment on the Israelites for their unholy actions, and 

compares them to an unfaithful bride. The book ends on a note of 

hope of restoration that occurs entirely on God’s actions and 

terms, note the Israelites. 

 

Daniel: The first half of this book are stories of Daniel, Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abednego as God protects them from the ruling 

powers and shows that evil will not get the last word. The second 

half is wild visions of justice for the cruel oppressors and the 

victory of God. 

 

 



 

(Intern Elias continued…….) 

Hosea: Hosea the prophet is commanded to marry a temple 

prostitute named Gomer. He takes her in and has a family with 

her, but she returns to her old ways of adultery. God then 

commands Hosea to seek her out and buy her back. And all of this 

is to show God’s love for his people who have sought out other 

Gods and yet God delivers them forgiveness and love. 

 

Joel: Joel means “Yah (meaning Yahweh) is my God.” This short 

book uses imagery and phrases to call back to the Exodus and 

point that God is still in control, and is a God of Mercy. (pay 

attention to Joel 2: 12-14 especially). 

 

Amos: One of the earliest prophets, Amos called out the Israelites 

during peacetime, for using their wealth and resources for their 

own benefit rather than for others. Keeping the correct worship 

practices and festivals doesn’t mean anything if you don’t trust 

God and treat your neighbor was respect and justice. And once 

again, the last 5 verses points to Christ. 

 

 

 

Do we have your e-mail address?  Weekly announcements and 

prayer concerns are sent to the congregation each Friday.  If you 

are not currently receiving this weekly e-mail and want to be added 

to the group, please contact the office at: 

stjohnlutheran1912@msn.com   

 
 

LWR (Lutheran World Relief) 
 

     St. John Quilters meet Wednesdays from 9am - 2pm in the 

Fellowship Hall. We need sheets and materials for making quilts. 

They may be left in the box by the office door.  

     We thank all who have donated sheets and material for the 

quilts, as well as monetary support.  

     We would enjoy having more people join us on Wednesdays for 

fellowship and quilting.  No sewing experience is needed!  Coffee 

is always on.  Bring a sack lunch if you would like to.  

                                           Barb Buchanan & LaVonne Schimke 

                                       Chairs of Mission Action Service Group 

Blessing Box UPDATE!! 
 

Our Blessing Box is being used and our recipients are plentiful, so 

please consider contributing any grocery items you have for our 

Blessing Box!  A HUGE thank you to all who have brought in items 

for the box. Spring is upon us!  It is time now to include some 

items that may have froze and burst during winter.  This would 

include: 
 

Canned soups and sauces (plastic or metal only), canned fruits, 

canned vegetables, bottled water, etc. 
 

    Still needed throughout the summer: 

Peanut butter, Rice, Oatmeal, Beans, Popcorn, Macaroni and 

cheese, Tea bags, Coffee (ground only), Pasta, Granola bars 
   

Personal hygiene items are welcome too! Shampoo, Soap, 

toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, etc.  Just don’t place them 

right next to food items. 
 

PLEASE place your items right in the Blessing Box.  If it is full, 

please put items in the blue tote located by the coat rack by the 

WEST entrance.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

 From the Library 

www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch 

 When Pastor Paul cleaned out his office, he donated some 

books to the St. John Library. I am in the process of cataloging 

some of them. We agreed that some of them can be passed on to 

you. Be watching for future announcements of when they will be 

available. You may like a reminder of him. 

 I have been reading books not found in our library. I just 

hope you take time to read whether it is books from your own 

collection, borrowed from a friend, or chosen from another library. 

Reading stimulates the brain and is so good for you. 
 We have a nice selection of DVD’s also. Please browse our 

shelves and check it out! 

         
                                             Linda the Librarian,  

           Linda Weber 

mailto:stjohnlutheran1912@msn.com
http://www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch


♫   ♫        “Music Notes”    ♫   ♫ 
 

      Greetings, St. John!  I hope you all had a blessed Easter.  
Spring has sprung and it's so nice to see everything "greening up" 
outside.  Our choirs have been hard at work on our music for 
May.  The Handbell Choir, Adult Choir and Sunday School children 
will all perform on Sunday, May 22nd.  We have some really fun 
songs planned for this last performance before summer break, 
and we're excited to share them with you.  We have had a great 
year and I want to thank all of our members for their time, talent, 
flexibility and dedication.  Have a great summer and we'll see you 
next fall!   
 
St. John Handbell Choir St. John Adult Choir 
Mari Ibis   Amber Holtberg 
Annika Kvale   Claudia Kapp 
Jane Nyhaug   Beth Matson 
Marissa Schroeder  Roxy Weidenbach 
Joanne Pesicka  Tondi Sorenson 
Jill Alfieri   Theresa Schwarzhoff 
Greg Noble   Annika Kvale 
Jarid Kvale   Joanne Pesicka 
Adam Nyhaug   Jarid Kvale 

Steve Matson 
Greg Noble 
Dean Noble 

               Sarah Jo Jorgensen 

                    Director of Choirs 

 

     

 
 

 

The deadline for the monthly Newsletter is 8:00 

a.m. on the 20th of the preceding month. This month 

it will be Friday, May 20th.  

 
 

Endowment Fund Scholarships 

      The St. John Endowment Fund has designated funds 

for scholarships for members of St. John American 

Lutheran Church for the purpose of attending higher 

education. The applications are available on the 

Welcome Center.  Applications must be returned to the 

church office no later than May 31, 2022.  Thank you. 
 

 
 

 

Volunteers are needed on Saturday mornings 

to help with the FREE Garfield Neighborhood 

Soccer League at Spellerberg Park. This will 

run through June 11th.   Please sign up on the 

Welcome Center or on the Sign Up Genius on 

our website.  There are two shifts per 

Saturday. Please consider helping out for a 

couple of hours.  You can help with set up or 

tear down. Get to know our neighbors!  

Contact Intern Pastor Elias or Rodney Hughes, Outreach Board 

Chair with questions. This FREE league will run through June 11th.  

Thank you. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Project CAR Drivers Needed  
 

You Are The Key! 
 

Volunteers are the key to independence  

and quality of life for seniors. 
 

Project CAR (Call A Ride) offers transportation to Sunday church 

services, and other church functions, and medical appointments for 

the elderly members of six different churches.  This transportation is a 

crucial element in their ability to remain connected to their church 

and community.  Project CAR provides vehicles, gas, etc.  Please call 

the Project CAR office (332-2777) for more information.  Men, 

women, retired, working, young, young at heart … We Need You! 



 
 

Meals-On-Wheels 2022 
St. John is responsible for Meals-on-Wheels 
drivers and helpers every Tuesday.  If you are 
able to help out with this important community 
activity, please call Phil or Jackie Johnson. They 
can give you more information and details.  
The meals are picked up at Active Generations 
and delivered on the west side of Sioux Falls.   

 

Remember – you can sign up for just one Tuesday if you 
wish.  Any and all help is needed and appreciated! 

 

 

 

Thank you! 
As we approach the end of our Sunday School year, please give 

recognition to our teachers. 
 

Roxy Weidenbach, Joy Schroeder, Cari Spier, Amber DeVries   

Intern Elias Johnson-Youngquist, Confirmation class and 

High School Youth, Belva Kurtz, Sarah Jorgensen and Jen Utne, 

Opening Worship Music, Julie Lane, Resource Room Assistant 

With you our lives have been changed. 
 

 

 

 
 

       St. John has a Facebook page  
Check us out!  Keep informed about 

upcoming events, weekly bible verses, 

special announcements, photos & more! 

www.facebook.com/StJohnAmericanLutheranChurchSF 

Online giving available 
      It is encouraging to see both new and familiar faces at our 

worship services. Throughout the year, many of you already 

support the congregation with your time, talent and financial 

contributions. But greater participation is always welcome. We 

encourage you to consider our electronic giving program. We 

accept donations made from your bank account and credit card 

or debit cards. It takes just a few minutes to set up a recurring 

giving plan. Visit our website (www.stjohnlutheran.net) and 

click on the “Help us Grow/Giving” button. Thank you again for 

your continued support of our church. Your spirited generosity 

ensures we can carry our message and our works throughout 

our community and beyond for years to come! 

 
               

 

           
 

  Third class mail cannot be forwarded.  If you change your 
address, let us know so you receive your next Newsletter.  You 
will also save the church the 62cost of address corrections. 

 
 
 
 

 
NOT ABLE TO WORSHIP ON SUNDAY? 

 

SATURDAY EVENING 

WORSHIP 
5:30 P.M. 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/StJohnAmericanLutheranChurchSF
http://www.stjohnlutheran.net/


NAMI (National Alliance on Mental 

Illness) provides confidential support 

groups for family members and 

individuals living with mental health 

conditions. 

For more information, call or text Kari Clark at (605) 351-4785. 

 

Let us join together to do a Virtual Walk 

for Mental Health  

 
 

Saturday, May 21 at Fawick Park - 9 am 

Walk to raise awareness for mental health disorders. For 

more information, check out their website at 

NAMISouthDakota.org 
 

 
 

 

Journey of Hope and NAMI 

Inspirational Card Making 

Thursday, May 19 at 5:30 pm 

St. John Fellowship Hall 
 

High and Middle School News 
 

Sunday, May 1st:  Coffee hour after church, this will be for 

both middle and high school youth.  Please let me know if 

you can bring muffins, rolls, banana bread, or fruit.  Please 

have your items at church by 10:00 a.m. so that we can get 

things ready. 
 

Sunday, May 8th:  We will not have youth group. 
 

Monday, May 9th:  Lunch Is Served at 5:30 p.m. till 6:30, will 

depend on how many sandwiches and bags we have to 

make up. 1600 E. 12th St.   Let me know if you can help. 
 

***Our youth sold Hot Stuff Pizzas and we have a few extras if you are 
interested.  We have 4 cheese pizzas, 2 pepperoni pizzas, 4 supreme 
pizzas left.  They are $12.00 each.  Let Belva know if you are 
interested. 
 

Belva Kurtz | Youth & Family Ministry Director 
p. 605.214-7539 Call | Text    e. bkurtz@vastbb.net 

 

 

 

 

GIFT CARDS MAKE A GREAT GIFT! 
 Gift Cards for a number of local businesses/restaurants are 
available for purchase weekdays in the church office.  Gift Cards may 
be purchased in varying denominations allowing you to purchase 
merchandise at their respective businesses up to the face value of 
each card.  In most instances, Gift Cards purchased at St. John result 
in a 5% profit from participating businesses to our St. John Youth to 
help with summer camps and servant events. 
 

THANK YOU FOR PURCHASING GIFT CARDS AT ST. JOHN. 

 

 

 

 

“Sooner or later, we all quote our mothers.” 
                                 Unknown 

 

mailto:bkurtz@vastbb.net


 

APRIL STATS:     Families        356 
                                                Baptized Membership          652 

                                               Confirmed Membership       531 
 

                                                         (Statistics as of 4/27/22) 

 

BAPTISMS 

 Elliott James Moeller, April 16, 2022 

  

FUNERALS  

 Linda Janssen, April 20, 2022 
   

 

 

-In memory of Linda Janssen: $25-Lutheran World 

Hunger 

 
Other Gifts:    

$780.00 Mission Globe for Call To Freedom; $30-St. Dysmas; $500-H.S. 
Youth group; $175.00-General Fund in honor of Pastor Paul’s Retirement 
 
 
 
 
 

FESTIVAL OF MUSIC SUNDAY 

♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫   
May 22, 2022, 9:30 AM 

 

Music by the Sunday School children, the  

St. John Adult Choir and  

the St. John Hand Bell Choir 
 

Come celebrate the life and missions of  

St. John American Lutheran Church! 
 

     I would like to thank everyone for their 

thoughts and prayers while I was in the 

hospital. Special thank you to Pastor Paul and 

Intern Elias for their visits.  

  DuWayne Andersen 

 

     

       Thank you to those of you who decorated our church so 

beautifully for Easter.  It was gorgeous, and such a lovely greeting 

to everyone who entered the church!  I loved the variety of flowers 

and heard many people comment on how beautiful our church 

looked.  Thanks for sharing your time and talent with St. John! 

     Sarah Jo Jorgensen 

 

      I want to thank Pastor Paul for all his visits and prayers. Also 

thanks to the fire department of Hartford that came to assist Tonya 

and the Humboldt Ambulance. Thank you for all the phone calls 

and cards. 

     Doris Thyberg 

 

      Thank you to all the musicians that practiced so hard and 

made our Easter worship services so special.  Many thanks to 

Amber Holtberg, Sarah Jo Jorgensen, Roxy Weidenbach, Linda 

Kolb, Jeannette Stowsand, Jane Kurth, Jarid Kvale, Pastor Paul, the 

St. John Adult Choir and Riley Clark for the trumpet music!  Thank 

you also to Nancy Plienis, Lisa Garriss, JoAnn Plienis and Angela 

Nordstrom for decorating our church so beautifully.  I hope we are 

not forgetting anyone. He Is Risen! He is Risen, Indeed!   

     Jay & Joanne Pesicka 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE 

 Normal office hours are 8-12 and 1-5 Monday 

through Friday. With such limited staff, it is possible that 

the church is not open during these times.   Please call 

ahead at 605-336-3253 if possible.  Thank you! 

 
 

 
 



 
ST. JOHN GENERAL FUND – March 2022 

Doug McCain, Treasurer 

 

BALANCE ON HAND 3/1/2022 (160.66)$             

Total Receipts for Month 41,022.40$          

Total Cash on Hand 40,861.74$          

Less Expenditures for Month (25,548.22)$        

From Capital Funds payable -$                    

BALANCE ON HAND 3/31/2022 15,313.52$          

Doug McCain, Treasurer  
 
 
 
 

EXPENSES THIS MONTH    YEAR TO DATE ANNUAL 
  PAID PAID BUDGET 
 
Our World Mission                 $   1,805.00     $  5,455.00     $ 21,700.00 
 
Pastoral Ministry & Staff 18,008.38 68,224.20 298,563.00 
 
Worship & Service 2,270.66 5,574.10 29,885.00 
 
Our Church Home 3,464.18 16,262.95 42,790.00 
  __________ __________ __________ 

 
Total Expenditures $ 25,548.22 $95,516.25 $392,938.00 

 
 
 
 
 

OUR GIFTS FOR THE LORD AND HIS WORK – GENERAL FUND__ 

                             Offerings           Expenses          Difference 

YTD Total (3/31)  $91,589.07      $(95,516.25)       ($3,927.18) 

 

$60,744.64

RECEIPTS

$2,500.42

Interest 1.61

TOTAL RECEIPTS $2,502.03

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS

transfer to gen fund for intern salary $6,900.00

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS $6,900.00

SAVINGS BALANCE $56,346.67

CHECKING BALANCE $1,856.27

RECEIPTS

 Interest $0.02

TOTAL RECEIPTS $0.02

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS $0.00

CHECKING BALANCE $1,856.29

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT

Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 1/25/24 $108,090.95

Mission Investment Fund : 1.936% maturity 4/20/27 $125,603.34

Mission Investment Fund; 1.49%; maturity 10/20/25 $57,504.89

TOTAL CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT $291,199.18

TOTAL CAPITAL FUNDS $349,402.14

PAYABLES

Transfers from General Funds (end of year) $33,000.00

     Transfer from General Fund (year end) 2022

     Transfers to General Fund 2022 $10,000.00

TOTAL PAYABLES $23,000.00

DESIGNATED FUNDS

    Stewardship use in memory of Delpha Dumke $1,000.00

     Elevator Funds for maintenance $6,853.08

     Haase Nelson Memorial: Parish Nurse/COVID $18,324.26

     Semmler Bequest: future Internship Programs $16,749.14

TOTAL DESIGNATED FUNDS $42,926.48

$283,475.66

March 31, 2022

March 31, 2022

TOTAL AVAILABLE CAPITAL FUNDS March 31, 2022

March 1, 2022

Capital Fund Statement

SAVINGS BALANCE March 1, 2022

March 31, 2022

 


