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Christmas Poinsettias

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS
There will be a Christmas
Party at Rosebud this year to
distribute our gifts! We will
pack up and head out to the
Reservation
on
Saturday,
th
December 4
leaving the
church parking lot at 6:00
a.m. Please consider giving your
time to travel with us this year to
celebrate the birth of Christ with
new and old friends. We are
collecting Christmas cookies, hot
dogs, buns, chips, etc. to take
with us to serve lunch to our
guests. This event is sponsored
by our Social Concerns Board.
Please contact Brenda Jones 605366-3803 or John McIntyre 605-338-9959 if you have any
questions and to let them know if you are able to join the
traveling party! Thank you!

St. John will be collecting canned goods
through the month of December for the
Food Pantry. You can drop off your
items in the box in front of the office
door. No glass please. Thank you!

Sign-up sheets are on the Welcome Center counter
in the east entryway. There are spaces for 10
white poinsettias and 10 red poinsettias on a first
come, first served basis. The cost is $13 each.
Please make checks payable to St. John Special
Funds. Thank you!

MID-WEEK ADVENT AT ST. JOHN
WEDNESDAYS + DECEMBER 1, 8 & 15
WORSHIP at 6:30 p.m.

Please join us for a Special
Christmas Musical Worship
Service on December 19th at
9:30 am. All choirs and Sunday
School
children
will
be
participating.



NIGHTWATCH –
December 6th – 4:45 pm.
The Nightwatch Food Ministry was
started in 2006 as an agreement between
8 local Methodist churches. When started,
it was to fill a need on Sunday nights
since the Banquet did not serve on the
weekends. The mission of the group was
to “Serve any person who shows up
needing a hot meal”. It has since
expanded to serve at two locations on Sunday nights and now
serves on Mondays at Hayward Elementary School, feeding
participants in the after school program and local families.
We are to prepare and provide the meals we serve and the
volunteers to serve the meal. The meals are served from a van
that is set up especially for this kind of service. St John will
prepare and serve food on Monday, December 6th in the Hayward
Elementary School parking lot. Please contact Brenda Jones if you
are interested in volunteering for this service.











Christmas at St. John

Blue Christmas

Saturday, December 18, 4:00 p.m.
Bereavement and grief is difficult to bear any time of the year. At
Christmas, it can be harrowing. Sad? Hurting? Light a candle to
remember those you’re missing. Hunker in for prayers and a
quiet Word of Hope


Christmas Music Sunday

God’s Work, Our Hands.

Sunday, December 19, 9:30 a.m.

WORSHIP AT
ST. DYSMAS
Thurs., Jan. 6th, 6:00 p.m.
Visitors must arrive at the prison a little
before 6:00 p.m. to meet in the lobby and provide a picture ID
before being escorted in. All visitors must complete and sign
3 forms in advance. These forms are available on the
Welcome Center and in the church office and must be
completed and returned to the church office no later than
Wednesday, December 22nd. Thank you!

4:00 & 6:00 p.m.


Christmas Eve

Christmas Candlelight Worship


Christmas Day
10:00 a.m.

Holy Communion


The 2nd Day of Christmas
Sunday, December 26, 9:30 a.m.



LWR (Lutheran World Relief)
The St. John Quilters are meeting again. Join in
every Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Come
for as long as you are able and bring a sack lunch! (We will
not be meeting between Christmas and the New Year)
We continue to need sheets and materials for quilt making.
Items can be dropped in the box by the church office door. Thank
you for your continued support!
Barb Buchanan and LaVonne Schimke
Co-Chairs of Mission Action Service Group

WELCA has greeting cards for sale in the church office.
Christmas, Birthday, Sympathy, Thinking of you, Encouragement,
Get Well, etc. at $6.00 for a box of twelve. There are also beautiful
Christmas table napkins for $3.50 per package.

GIFT CARDS MAKE A GREAT
CHRISTMAS GIFT!
Gift Cards for a number of local businesses/restaurants are
available for purchase on Sunday mornings at the Welcome Center in
the east entryway of the church or in the church office during regular
business hours. Gift Cards may be purchased in varying
denominations allowing you to purchase merchandise at their
respective businesses up to the face value of each card. In most
instances, Gift Cards purchased at St. John result in a 5% profit from
participating businesses to our St. John Youth to help with summer
camps and servant events.
THANK YOU FOR PURCHASING GIFT CARDS AT ST. JOHN.

Project CAR Drivers Needed
You Are The Key!
Volunteers are the key to independence
and quality of life for seniors.
Project CAR (Call A Ride) offers transportation to Sunday church
services, and other church functions, and medical appointments for
the elderly members of six different churches. This transportation is a
crucial element in their ability to remain connected to their church
and community. Project CAR provides vehicles, gas, etc. Please call
the Project CAR office (332-2777) for more information. Men,
women, retired, working, young, young at heart … We Need You!

Finance Books Close on December 30th at 12 Noon.
In order to be included on your 2021 giving,
your gifts must be received by noon on
Thursday, December 30th. Thank you.

♫ ♫

“Music Notes”

♫ ♫

Blessings to you as we enter the Advent season! This month is
going to be a busy one for our St. John Handbell and Adult Choirs!
On Thursday, December 9th, our Handbell Choir will perform at A
Holiday Evening at the Pettigrew. This event is free to the public
and features our bell choir, cookies and cocoa, hayrides, and of
course, the beautiful Pettigrew Home & Museum! We will be
performing from 6:30-7:00pm that evening. We've been hard at
work practicing many pieces of music for this wonderful event, so
if you're in the area, please come and check it out! Our Handbell
Choir and Adult Choirs will be performing on Sunday, December
19th. The Adult Choir will perform "All is Well" for the 4pm
Christmas Eve service. I'm so thankful to our Handbell and Adult
Choir members for their time and dedication and we hope our
performances enhance your holiday worship! Have a blessed
holiday season and "Glory to the Newborn Child!"
Sarah Jo Jorgensen

Director of Choirs

Eastern Magi’s Celestial Star
Eastern Magi’s celestial star, brilliant comet’s path converging.
Long Journey’s goal to greet a King, a gentle child, so soon to bring
The miracle of life and mercy… for all who feel barred from paradise.
Within their grasp, little understood, far from felt.
Yet in this moment,
Fertile, safe, and open to God’s future,
We live and breathe: ANTICIPATION!
What will come?
– Pastor Paul

Dear friends in Christ:
A poem I put down on paper a long time ago. Not great poetry.
Maybe not even good poetry. But perhaps it may, in some small way,
express all our anticipation and joy at Christmas: Christ has come! Christ
comes today! Christ is coming soon! May it also convey a loving greeting
to the entire St. John family – to each and every one - with our heartfelt
prayer that this Christmas will flood your hearts with The Light that no
darkness can ever overcome.
May this greeting also be our thanks to you for your abiding faith,
your ceaseless prayers, your countless kindnesses, your strength of
service, your personal investment of “sweat equity” which keeps St. John
strong and vital, your openness to the leading of God’s Spirit to continue
our church’s legacy of reaching and risking when new opportunities
arise, and the often palpable sense of community and caring that is the
hallmark of our life together. Thanks and thanks.
May God bless you. And may God lead us, St. John, into a New Year
full of hope and promise, creating in us hearts that are responsive, able
and willing to make a difference, so that we may continue to be a people
reaching deep within to replenish our spiritual hearts while reaching out
to lift up the fallen.
In this moment, fertile, safe, and open to God’s future, let us live and
breathe ANTICIPATION. What, indeed, will come?
Merry Christmas,
With our gratitude & love,
Your servants in Christ,
Paul, Elias, Joanne

FROM INTERN ELIAS
We’re in the thick of Advent season now, and as such the
questions come at every age and stage: “What are you doing for
the Holidays?” “What did you put on your Christmas list?” “What
did you get from Santa?” “Have you done all your Christmas
shopping?” “Are you going to be with your family this Christmas?”
They’re all well-meaning questions. And you’ll no doubt ask them a
few times yourself this month. But there is an embedded pressure
for Christmas to look a certain way hidden in them. There’s an
ideal in our minds of how the holidays should look and feel, which
only exists in the movies and advertising around the season.
Despite being the time we celebrate God coming to us in
his son to us as a free gift, we have an impeccable ability to stick
things back into the law. There we do our best to strive towards a
jolly Christmas, or earn our good cheer. I think of Clark Griswold
from National Lampoon’s Christmas vacation unraveling while he
tries to create the perfect Christmas with his family. Or even the
big jolly guy who doesn’t operate in freely given gifts at all, but a
naughty or nice list where your deeds earn you the gifts (or the
coal). It’s as if everything else in the world wants to cover up the
mercy of Christ coming to us, and drive us back towards our
troubled consciences where we can try to strive to make our silent
nights holy and bright by our own strength.
Maybe your Christmas this year isn’t feeling merry and
bright, maybe your family is spread, or you don’t have much for
family in the first place. Maybe you’re grieving the loss of a loved
one. Maybe money is tight this year and Christmas anxiety has set
in. Let each hiccup and ruined expectation be a reminder of
expectation already fulfilled in Christ. God loves us so much he
sent his Son to us for the forgiveness of sins. And in that
forgiveness, you are finally freed from the striving to have the
ideal Christmas. It’s God’s job to bring the Holy and Bright this
season, not yours.
If you are grieving or struggling this Advent season, be sure to
check out the Blue Christmas service St. John is hosting Saturday,
Dec. 18 at 4 p.m. Additionally, don’t hesitate to reach out to Pastor
Paul or myself if you’d like a visit or coffee.

The deadline for the monthly Newsletter is 8:00
a.m. on the 20th of the preceding month. This month
it will be Monday, December 20th.

St. John has a Facebook page
Check us out! Keep informed about
upcoming events, weekly bible verses,
special announcements, photos & more!
www.facebook.com/StJohnAmericanLutheranChurchSF

AEFT or Online giving
AEFT, or Automated Electronic Funds Transfer, is available at St.
John. With this program, you can transfer money from your checking
or savings account once a month to St. John Lutheran’s General
Fund. If you are interested in using AEFT, please contact Joanne
Pesicka, church secretary, she will help you get it set up. You can
also make your contributions online using a link on our website or
Facebook page. Remember, we continue to do God’s work and pay
our bills even though we may not be worshipping in person.

Meals-On-Wheels 2021
St. John is responsible for Meals-on-Wheels
drivers and helpers every Tuesday. If you are
able to help out with this important community
activity, please call the church office. The meals
are picked up at Active Generations. Thank you!
Remember – you can sign up for just one
Tuesday if you wish. Any and all help is
needed and appreciated!

IMPORTANT!!
CONSTITUTION AND BYLAW REVISION PROCESS

Since the Spring of 2021 a committee consisting of Pastor
Paul, Vice President Duane Weisshaar, past presidents JoAnn
Wagner and Rod Carlson, has been making revisions to the St.
John Constitution and By Laws to bring them into agreement with
the current ELCA Constitution and to update the By Laws to fit
into that Constitution. The Church Council has prepared plans to
share these proposed changes with the congregation in advance of
the next Annual Meeting. Here is the schedule for these
presentations:
** The By Law revised recommendations will be handed out on
Saturday and Sunday, December 11 and 12. Copies can also be
accessed through the web site or by calling the church office. **
The By Law revision discussion will be held on Saturday and
Sunday, December 18 and 19 following worship services in the
Fellowship Hall. The process for revising/amending the
Constitution is contained in the Constitution itself in C17.02. It
must be approved at a properly called meeting by majority vote of
those present and voting. That meeting is scheduled for January 9,
2022. Then it must be ratified without change at the next annual
meeting (Jan. 30, 2022) by a two-thirds majority vote of those
present and voting. The process for revising/amending our By
Laws is contained in our Constitution C16.02. They can be
amended at any legally called meeting of the congregation by a
two-thirds vote of those voting members present and voting.

SAVE THE DATES
 Third class mail cannot be forwarded. If you change your
address, let us know so you receive your next Newsletter. You
will also save the church the 62cost of address corrections.

Special Congregational Meeting, January 9, 2022
immediately following worship. This will be to vote for
approval of revised Constitution.
Congregational Annual Meeting, January 30, 2022
immediately following worship.

December Mission Globe
Our mission globe gifts for December will support
the Union Gospel Mission. They provide meals, safe
shelter from the elements, clothing, education, and
other services for the hungry and homeless. Hot
coffee and blankets give relief from cold and wet
weather. Their need increases during the winter
months. You are welcome to make a contribution,
above and beyond your regular giving, in the globe at the back of
the sanctuary. Please make checks payable to St. John Special
Funds. Thank you.

NOVEMBER STATS:

Families
Baptized Membership
Confirmed Membership
(Statistics as of 11/22/21)

356
651
532

BAPTISMS
Mannix Mark Castle, November 20, 2021
FUNERALS
Gilmore Koepsell, November 6, 2021
WEDDINGS
Jacob VandeKamp and Makayla Disburg, October 30, 2021

-In memory of Gilmore Koepsell: $25-Lutheran World
Hunger, $1305-Endowment fund;

From the Library
www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch
Merry Christmas! You will all, no doubt, be busy during the
holiday season. I hope you take some time to rest and relax. I
recommend that you find a good Christmas Book to still your mind.
In the St. John library, the Christmas books are marked with a
Christmas tree on the spine label. We have put some on the
shelves for you to spot easily. There are many fiction books and a
few cook books located in the non-fiction section. We also have
many children’s holiday books. Grandparents, don’t forget to
check out some to read to the grandchildren or to have them read
to you. What a nice tradition that could start.
Don’t forget to check out the videos. We have several
Christmas offerings, too.
Thank you to Evie Wilkinson and Claudia Kapp for donating
books to our library. I am processing them, as well as many others
we have acquired. Thank you to Ben Kvale for helping arrange
books in the library. Thanks for support from Linda Hasvold and for
contributions from Dean and Greg Noble.
I got a head start on reading a Christmas book this month.
It is The Sound of Sleigh Bells by Cindy Woodsmall. The main
character, Beth Hertzler is unable to let go of a past tragedy. Still
in mourning, she cuts herself off from any hope of happiness. A
gifted wood carver holds the answer to both her past and future in
his hands. The story takes place throughout the year and
culminates at Christmas. Ironically, a sleigh holds bad memories
for each of them. But, in true ”feel good fashion”, a sleigh brings
them together for Christmas.
To find this book and many others stop by the St. John
library and check it out?!
Linda the Librarian,

Linda Weber
_________________________________________________________

NOT ABLE TO WORSHIP ON SUNDAY?
Other Gifts:
$223-Mission Globe for Nightwatch; $750-H.S. Mission Trip

SATURDAY EVENING WORSHIP
5:30 P.M.

Capital Fund Statement
Karen Scarborough, Treasurer
SAVINGS BALANCE October 1, 2021

$48,030.67

RECEIPTS

ST. JOHN GENERAL FUND – October 2021
Harley Shafer, Treasurer
BALANCE ON HAND

10/1/2021

Interest
TOTAL RECEIPTS

$

1,110.61

Total Receipts for Month

$

33,122.13

Total Cash on Hand

$

34,232.74

Less Expenditures for Month

$

(25,028.81)

From Capital Funds payable

$

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS
transfer designated funds for intern wages

$7,200.00

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS
SAVINGS BALANCE
CHECKING BALANCE

BALANCE ON HAND

10/31/2021

$

9,203.93

Harley Shafer, Treasurer

$7,200.00

October 31, 2021

$40,830.67

October 1, 2021

$2,103.21

RECEIPTS
Interest
TOTAL RECEIPTS

$0.02
$0.02

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS

EXPENSES
Our World Mission
Pastoral Ministry & Staff

THIS MONTH YEAR TO DATE
PAID
PAID
$

1,805.00
17,946.84

$18,090.00
222,555.88

ANNUAL
BUDGET
$ 21,700.00
296,174.00

Worship & Service

1,932.08

15,611.55

31,315.00

Our Church Home

3,344.89
__________

37,233.96
__________

47,350.00
__________

Total Expenditures

$ 25,028.81

$293,491.39

$396,539.00

CHECKING BALANCE

$0.00

October 31, 2021

$2,103.23

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT
Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 1/25/24

$107,493.31

Mission Investment Fund : 2.3% maturity 5/27

$125,000.00

Mission Investment Fund; 0.648%; maturity 10/15/23
TOTAL CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT
TOTAL CAPITAL FUNDS

$57,504.89
$289,998.20

October 31, 2021

PAYABLES
Transfers from General Funds (end of year)
Transfer from General Fund (year end) 2021
Transfers to General Fund 2021

$332,932.10

$33,000.00
$0.00
(30,000,00)

TOTAL PAYABLES

$3,000.00

DESIGNATED FUNDS
Stewardship use in memory of Delpha Dumke

$1,000.00

Elevator Funds for maintenance
Haase Nelson Memorial: Parish Nurse/COVID

$6,853.08
$18,324.26

Semmler Bequest: future Internship Programs

$23,866.27

TOTAL DESIGNATED FUNDS

OUR GIFTS FOR THE LORD AND HIS WORK – GENERAL FUND__
Offerings
Expenses
Difference
YTD Total (10/31) $266,364.53 $(293,491.39)
$(27,126.86)

TOTAL AVAILABLE CAPITAL FUNDS

$50,043.61
October 31, 2021

$279,888.49

5% of 2021 b udget
$19,826.95
St. John Policy #5: The Capital Funds Account shall maintain a minimum b alance amounting to 5% of the
annual congregational b udget. Any transfer of money from the Capital Fund to the General Fund shall have
Council approval.

