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Prayers & Memories ☩ Friends We Dearly Miss
Woodlawn Cemetery
Wednesday, November 3, 4:00 p.m.
Meet Pastor Paul and/or Intern Pastor Elias at
Woodlawn Cemetery, visit the graves of your loved ones,
remember, and say a prayer.
Hills of Rest
Wednesday, November 3, 4:00 p.m.
Meet Pastor Paul and/or Intern Pastor Elias at Hills of Rest
Memorial Parkway, visit the graves of your loved ones, remember,
and say a prayer.
Mount Pleasant Cemetery
Wednesday, November 3, 5:00 p.m.
Meet Pastor Paul and/or Intern Pastor Elias at
Mount Pleasant Cemetery, visit the graves of your loved ones,
remember, and say a prayer.

All Saints Worship
“For all the saints who from their labors rest…”

Saturday Evening Worship, November 6, 5:30 p.m.
Sunday Morning Worship, November 7, 9:30 a.m.
Write the names of those you’ve loved and lost because of death.
Light a candle in their memory. Remember the resurrection
we share in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Daylight Savings Time ends Sun.,
November 7th. Remember to set your
clocks back one hour when you turn in on
Saturday night!

THIRD GRADERS TO
RECEIVE FIRST BIBLES
Sparrow Jeschke + Aidan Kurtz +
Benjamin Lange + Eleanor Luschen
St. John 3rd grade students will receive
their first Bible in worship on Sunday,
November 14, at 9:30 a.m. This milestone is
marked to help parents keep one of the promises they made when
their child was baptized:
“To place in their hands the holy Scriptures.”
**Parishioners are invited to highlight their favorite Bible verse in
the 3rd graders’ Bibles during church, November 6 and 7. Please
come prepared to highlight your favorite verse in four bibles for
four third graders! A table will be set up in the east entryway.
Parents & 3rd graders are invited to attend a pizza party on
Thursday, November 11, starting at 5:30 p.m. Parents will write in
the Bibles they will present to their child and get a refresher course
on how to use the Bible with a nine or ten-year-old.

Meals-On-Wheels 2021
St. John is responsible for Meals-on-Wheels
drivers and helpers every Tuesday. If you are
able to help out with this important community
activity, please call the church office or Phil &
Jackie Johnson. The meals are picked up at
Active Generations. Thank you!

Thanksgiving Eve Worship
Wednesday, November 24
7:00 p.m.

Let us gather to offer thanks and bring tangible
evidences of our gratefulness. In our walk
around offering, we bring our envelope gifts as
well as non-perishable food items for the Food Pantry.

SOMETHING YOU SHOULD KNOW AND TAKE TO
HEART…
A national survey by Barna Research has found that most of those
who do not attend church are not anti-church. Over 50% of those
who grew up in the church but are no longer active participants in
a local congregation think about returning to church even on a
weekly basis, especially if they have children. Over 70% of those
who do not worship are likely to go to church with a friend if
they’re invited. That said, only 2% of those who routinely attend
church invite others to worship who have no church home. What
does this mean? The statistics are stunning. There’s still plenty of
space in our sanctuary for new friends and co-workers. What are
we waiting for? Why not invite someone to worship?

♫ ♫

“Music Notes”

♫ ♫

Greetings to you, St. John! I hope you've been enjoying the
beautiful autumn colors and cooler temps. This month, the Adult
Choir will be performing "Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)" on
Sunday, November 7th. We will be performing this song in
remembrance of all our St. John saints who have gone before us
and for those we lost during COVID. We will also be performing
"Thanks Be to Thee" at the Thanksgiving Eve service. The
Handbell Choir will be performing "Give Thanks" on Sunday,
November 14th. I'm so thankful for our choir members and their
willingness to be flexible with rehearsal and performance dates.
Wishing you and yours a blessed Thanksgiving!
Sarah Jo Jorgensen
Director of Choirs

God’s Work,
Our Hands
St. John will be collecting NEW
toys (please do not wrap), NEW
warm
winter
wear
and
blankets for children and adults
who live on the Rosebud
Reservation during the month of
November. Gifts may be left in
the Fellowship Hall during
regular office hours or on
Sunday mornings. For those
unable to shop, financial gifts
will be accepted and used to
purchase items in our November
Mission Globe. Please make checks payable to St. John
Special Funds and designate “Rosebud” on the memo line.
There will be a Christmas Party at Rosebud this year
to distribute our gifts! We will pack up and head out to
the Reservation on Saturday, December 4th early in the
morning. Please consider giving your time to travel with us
this year to celebrate the birth of Christ with new and old
friends. We will also be collecting cookies, hot dogs, buns,
chips, etc. to take with us on that day. This project is
sponsored by our Social Concerns Board. Please contact
Brenda Jones or John McIntyre if you have any questions.
Thank you!

"And now we thank you, our God, and
praise your glorious name."
1 Chronicles 29:13

St. John Prayer Ministry & Prayer Box – Pastor Paul and prayer
ministers would like to pray for you. Prayer requests are received
in a secure prayer box in the back of the St. John sanctuary and
are kept in strictest confidence before, during,
and after prayers are said on your behalf. It is
of utmost importance to the St. John
congregation that all our members and friends
are prayed for on a routine basis. Please help
your pastor and prayer ministers to be faithful
and effective in this undertaking by sharing
with us whatever you may have in your heart
to share.

-In memory of Jerry Stoller: $25-Lutheran World
Hunger

Other Gifts:
$223-Mission Globe for Nightwatch Food Ministry; $50-Nightwatch
Food Ministry

Thank you for all the cards, calls and prayers
during my recuperation from knee
replacement surgery. A special thank you to
Pastor Paul for his calls, visit with
communion, and prayers. And thank you to
Kerry Okrina for the delicious meals ... we
really appreciate it! And to our very good friends and
Goddaughter, Dale, Peggy and Sarah Jorgensen, for all the
encouragement, calls, visits, dessert, and the loan of equipment
which has made the whole experience so much easier. This has
been one of the hardest things I have ever done, but things are
getting much better now. Ken and Cristi have really stepped up in
my care and I am so very grateful!
Love, Mary Johnson

ALL SAINTS: FROM PASTOR PAUL
It’s been a long while since I’ve visited old Red Oak Grove
Lutheran Church, where my maternal grandmother, Signe
Evangeline Wold, was baptized 121 years ago. Built in 1860 by a
generation of immigrants, its ancient oak pews where pioneer
parishioners once sat still stand, row-by-row, as straight up and
down as the tomb stones in its “Church Yard,” a cemetery just
outside Red Oak Grove Lutheran Church’s front door. Entering and
exiting the structure, two worlds converge, the first a congregation
comprising all the saints on earth beginning from Red Oak Grove,
and a second, a heavenly throng encompassing all the saints in
light, all their voices joined in joyful song: “Oh, blest communion,
fellowship divine, we feebly struggle, they in glory shine; yet all
are one in thee, for all are thine. Alleluia! Alleluia!”
There’s no place else in all the earth quite like the nexus that is
the church and the old churchyard/cemetery, between which all
variables seem to vanish and we become one with all the company
of Christ – when time itself blurs incomprehensible and, in timeless
moment, we who live by faith join the triumphant company of
heaven to become the magnificent family of Christ which death
itself cannot disturb. All are saints. All beloved of God.
How joyous the song they sing, their voices joined, both saints
on earth and saints in heaven. Tis the faith and hope of all the
saints that no one shall ever be separated from the love of God
that is ours through Christ Jesus our risen Savior, to the end that
no one among us shall be separated, either, one from the other, in
the Day no darkness can overcome. Tis a Day in the life of the
church, as well, to look back in gratitude, to look forward with
hope, and to rejoice in the present, cheered by the joy of the
beloved company, the host of heaven – our brothers and sisters in
Christ, no less the sons and daughters of God.
Blessed All Saints Day to one and all!
From Intern Pastor Elias Johnson-Youngquist
As we approach thanksgiving, I considered writing out a list of
things I’m thankful for. On that list included my family, the
wonderful church I’ve been blessed to do my internship with, the
individuals on this journey of seminary who have been willing to
mentor and walk alongside me through this process (including the
recent additions of Pastor Paul and the internship committee).
However, as I looked at the list I wrote… I felt ashamed. When in
print, it looked too much like a brag, or a kid publishing out
everything he received for Christmas to hand out to his friends. It
just didn’t sit right with me.

(Intern cont….) I think that’s why I struggle each year with
thanksgiving--in part because mentally I always think of it as preChristmas (full disclosure, at the time of writing this in October I
have already started to listen to Christmas music). And then
there’s the irony of having black Friday, our biggest holiday of
shopping, the moment our thankfulness ends. And don’t get me
started on the weird pilgrim/Native American narrative that has
glossed over the injustices delivered to the first nation people
when Europeans first arrived here.
And yet, there is a clear command to turn to God in praise and
thanksgiving (though the Bible is decidedly light on the command
to consume turkey and stuffing, had the authors known turkeys
existed, they maybe would’ve snuck it in there). We know from
Matthew 5:45 that “God causes his sun to rise on the evil and the
good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.” So
that we cannot boast in what we have received, as all that we’ve
received, we’ve received from God. If everyone had that
understanding, I’d love to put my list out there in the world, “look
what God has done!” But even this still doesn’t feel right.
1 Thessalonians 5:16 takes it one step further: “Rejoice always,
pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances.” Admittedly, no
bullet point of my list featured the bad stuff that has happened this
year. I don’t think we’re being told here to “look on the bright side”
or “find the silver lining” in all that comes--nothing that shallow.
But if we recognize that all that we have from God is a gift, how
blessed are we that we were given something so precious to us
that we’re so grieved when it’s gone.
Luther’s explanation to the first part of the apostle’s creed
explains it this way: “I believe that God has made me and all
creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and
all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care
of them. He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink,
house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have.
He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this
body and life. He defends me against all danger and guards and
protects me from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly,
divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in
me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey
Him.”
So this Thanksgiving, maybe you’re overwhelmed with the
ways that you’ve been blessed, maybe you’re grieved with
blessings now gone or maybe you’ve got a little bit of both. My
prayer for you this season is the same that Paul had for the
Thessalonians--that you’d be able to turn to God in praise and
thanksgiving in the midst of it all.

Ladies of St. John,
Hello from the St. John WELCA
Executive Board. We have been
meeting every two months
handling business related to funeral
groups, quilting, use of the
fellowship hall for special events,
Bible study and dispersing funds to various local charities.
We appreciate all of the congregational members who have
helped serve and bring food for funerals, memorial services, and
other special events. Also, a special thank you to those of you who
continue to contribute financially to the activities of the St. John
WELCA group.
The current members of the WELCA Executive board include:
Barb Buchanan, Karen Dirkson, Theresa Emigh, Gladys Beck, Judy
McCormick and Mary Remmark. We recently accepted the
resignation of Ann Mortenson who has served faithfully as a leader
for the Mission Action Group along with Barb Buchanan. They have
spent many hours assembling school kits, health kits, and
distributing quilts to many individuals and agencies in our area.
We also want to thank Gladys for being the faithful leader of
our Bible study which meets next on Sunday, November 21st after
the church service. Bible studies will not be held during winter
months of December and January.
The Mission Community Group, led by Theresa and Karen,
continues to supervise memorial events, birthday parties,
anniversary and other special events. Judy McCormick serves as
our treasurer keeping records of our donations and contributions.
Mary Remmark serves as our secretary.
We continue to contribute to agencies that serve the needs of
people in our area including Feeding South Dakota, Laundry with
Love (Church on the Street,) SD women of the ELCA and the
Crossroads conference. We will also be contributing to the LSS
Campaign for Hope which is supported by the SD Women of the
ELCA.
We ask for your continued support through prayers and
financial assistance. We will also be seeking volunteers to help
with the Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service on November 24th.
If you have any suggestions or questions about St. John
WELCA, feel free to contact any of the ladies who are currently
serving on the WELCA Executive Board.

LWR (Lutheran World Relief)
The St. John Quilters are meeting again, with
precautions. Join in every Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. in the
Fellowship Hall. Come for as long as you are able and bring
a sack lunch!
We continue to need sheets and materials for quilt making.
Items can be dropped in the box by the church office door. Thank
you for your continued support!
Barb Buchanan
Chair of Mission Action Service Group

*****WELCA has greeting cards for sale in the church office.
Birthday, Sympathy, Thinking of you, Encouragement, Get Well,
etc. at $6.00 for a box of twelve. There are also beautiful Fall
and Thanksgiving table napkins for $3.50 per package.

Project CAR Drivers Needed
You Are The Key!
Volunteers are the key to independence
and quality of life for seniors.
Project CAR (Call A Ride) offers transportation to Sunday church
services, and other church functions, and medical appointments for
the elderly members of six different churches. This transportation is a
crucial element in their ability to remain connected to their church
and community. Project CAR provides vehicles, gas, etc. Please call
the Project CAR office (332-2777) for more information. Men,
women, retired, working, young, young at heart … We Need You!

The deadline for the monthly Newsletter is 8:00
a.m. on the 20th of the preceding month. This month
it will be Saturday, November 20th.

IMPORTANT!!

CONSTITUTION AND BYLAW REVISION PROCESS

Since the Spring of 2021 a committee consisting of Pastor
Paul, Vice President Duane Weisshaar, past presidents JoAnn
Wagner and Rod Carlson, has been making revisions to the St.
John Constitution and By Laws to bring them into agreement with
the current ELCA Constitution and to update the By Laws to fit
into that Constitution. The proposed changes to the Constitution
were presented to the Church Council at the August 10, 2021,
meeting and were approved to be presented for vote by the
congregation at the next Annual Meeting. The proposed changes to
the By Laws were presented at the September 24 and October 14,
2021, Council meetings and were discussed then. These changes
also were approved to be presented to the congregation at the
Annual Meeting. The Church Council has prepared plans to share
these proposed changes with the congregation in advance of the
Annual Meeting. Here is the schedule for these presentations:
**The revised Constitution will be handed out at worship services
on Saturday and Sunday, November 13 and 14. The same material
will be on the St. John web site, www.stjohnlutheran.net and can
be mailed to you upon request by calling the church office 605336-3253. ** The revised Constitution will be discussed after
worship in the Fellowship Hall on Saturday and Sunday,
November 20 and 21.
** The same process will be followed for handing out the By Law
revised recommendations on Saturday and Sunday, December 11
and 12. Copies can also be accessed through the web site or by
calling the church office. ** The By Law discussion will be held
on Saturday and Sunday, December 18 and 19 following worship
services in the Fellowship Hall. The process for revising/amending
the Constitution is contained in the Constitution itself in C17.02. It
must be approved at a properly called meeting by majority vote of
those present and voting. Then it must be ratified without change at
the next annual meeting by a two-thirds majority vote of those
present and voting. The process for revising/amending our By
Laws is contained in our Constitution C16.02. They can be
amended at any legally called meeting of the congregation by a
two-thirds vote of those voting members present and voting.

From the Library
www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch

A huge thank you to all who helped with the churchyard
cleanup—Angela, Nancy, Kay, Duane, Jeff & Jane, Pastor Paul, and
Elias, Abby & Clara!
It was a beautiful day to be outside. The Memory Garden is all
spruced up, the air conditioner cage was “deforested”, and the
vegetable garden is ready to rest for the winter.
Thanks also to Mark Stanley for continuing to till the soil, Autumn
& Spring. Watch for a new crop of veggies next year!
Marty & Jan McDonald

November Mission Globe
Our November Mission Globe gifts will go toward
the purchase of gifts & outerwear to take to the
Rosebud Christmas party on December 4th. You
are welcome to make a contribution, above and
beyond your regular giving, in the globe at the back
of the sanctuary. Make checks payable to St. John
Special Funds.

September was national literacy month. Linda Hasvold
shared some quotes from the public library. Here are some take
outs from September’s “Highlights at Siouxland libraries” (
Siouxlandlib.org.)
-I was always at the library when I needed peace and quiet, time
to reflect.
-The library and literature are always there when you need to
understand things in a different way.
-The library is our great equalizer
-The library helps me access material I could not afford, explore
ideas I had yet to imagine, and discover myself within the pages of
a book.
-Libraries have always represented a place of refuge and a
provider of access to unlimited knowledge.
If you want to read a real page turner of a suspense novel,
I recommend Behind Every Lie by Christina McDonald. The back
cover sums it up this way: Eva Hansen wakes in the hospital after
being struck by lightning and discovers that her mother, Kat, has
been murdered. Eva was found unconscious down the street. She
can’t remember what happened, but the police are highly
suspicious of her. Eva soon realizes that someone does not want
her to know the truth. With violent memories beginning to emerge,
Eva doesn’t know whom to trust. Least of all herself…this is a
domestic thriller that explores the complicated mother-daughter
relationships, family trauma, and the danger behind long-kept
secrets.
To find this book and many others stop by the St. John
library and check it out?!
Linda the Librarian,

Linda Weber

 Third class mail cannot be forwarded. If you change your
address, let us know so you receive your next Newsletter. You
will also save the church the 62cost of address corrections.

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental
Illness) provides confidential
support groups for family
members and individuals living

Support Our Youth!
Monday, November 1st
41st Street Pizza Ranch
5-8 PM.
A portion of all sales that evening benefit the St.
John Youth Group. Hope to see you all there. Thank you!

with mental health conditions.
Family Support Groups


A support group for family members, significant others and
friends of people with mental health conditions. Group
meets the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month from 6:007:00PM.

Connections Support Groups

High and Middle School News
The youth will be doing a clothing drive now through January, we are
accepting clothing, winter coats, boots, shoes, purses, bedding, linens,
hats, bags, jackets, towels, belts, jewelry and backpacks. You may drop
off your items at the church, or let Belva know at 605-214-7539 and she
will pick them up. The goal is to fill 150-30 gallon bags. Thank you for
your help and support to our youth.



A support group for people with mental health conditions.
Groups meet weekly, Wednesday at 5:30PM and Thursdays
at noon.

We will continue to meet online until further notice.
Find the registration link at:
https://namisouthdakota.org/support-groups-meetings/
For more information, call or text Kari Clark at (605) 351-4785.

Belva Kurtz | Youth & Family Ministry Director
p. 605.214-7539 Call | Text

bkurtz@vastbb.net

GIFT CARDS MAKE A GREAT GIFT!
Gift Cards for a number of local businesses/restaurants are
available for purchase weekdays in the church office. Gift Cards may
be purchased in varying denominations allowing you to purchase
merchandise at their respective businesses up to the face value of
each card. In most instances, Gift Cards purchased at St. John result
in a 5% profit from participating businesses to our St. John Youth to
help with summer camps and servant events.
THANK YOU FOR PURCHASING GIFT CARDS AT ST. JOHN.

St. John has a Facebook page
Check us out! Keep informed about
upcoming events, weekly bible verses,
special announcements, photos & more!
www.facebook.com/StJohnAmericanLutheranChurchSF

AEFT or Online giving
AEFT, or Automated Electronic Funds Transfer, is available at St.
John. With this program, you can transfer money from your checking
or savings account once a month to St. John Lutheran’s General
Fund. If you are interested in using AEFT, please contact Joanne
Pesicka, church secretary, she will help you get it set up. You can
also make your contributions online using a link on our website or
Facebook page. Remember, we continue to do God’s work and pay
our bills even though we may not be worshipping in person.

ST. JOHN GENERAL FUND – September 2021

Capital Fund Statement

Harley Shafer, Treasurer

Karen Scarborough, Treasurer
SAVINGS BALANCE September 1, 2021

BALANCE ON HAND

9/1/2021
Total Receipts for Month

$

1,911.81

$

20,908.77

Interest

1.79

Total Cash on Hand

$

22,820.58

TOTAL RECEIPTS

Less Expenditures for Month

$

(31,709.97)

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS

From Capital Funds payable

$

10,000.00

$

1,110.61

BALANCE ON HAND

9/30/2021
Harley Shafer, Treasurer

$73,028.88

RECEIPTS

$1.79

transfer for parking lot repair
transfer to gen fund payable

$15,000.00
$10,000.00

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS
SAVINGS BALANCE

$25,000.00

9/31/2021

$48,030.67

CHECKING BALANCE September 1, 2021

$646.54

RECEIPTS
transfer from savings acct

$15,000.00

Interest

EXPENSES
Our World Mission

THIS MONTH YEAR TO DATE
PAID
PAID
$

ANNUAL
BUDGET

1,805.00

$16,285.00

$ 21,700.00

24,746.29

204,609.04

296,174.00

2,170.88

13,679.47

31,315.00

$0.02

TOTAL RECEIPTS

$15,000.02

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS
Highway Improvement (parking lot repair)

$13,543.35

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS

Pastoral Ministry & Staff

CHECKING BALANCE

Worship & Service
Our Church Home

2,987.80
__________

33,889.07
__________

47,350.00
__________

Total Expenditures

$ 31,709.97

$268,462.58

$396,539.00

$13,543.35

9/31/2021

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT

$2,103.21

Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 1/25/24

$107,493.31

Mission Investment Fund : 2.3% maturity 5/27
Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 10/15/21
TOTAL CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT

$125,000.00
$56,867.31

TOTAL CAPITAL FUNDS

$289,360.62

9/31/2021

$339,494.50

PAYABLES

OUR GIFTS FOR THE LORD AND HIS WORK – GENERAL FUND__
Offerings
Expenses
Difference
YTD Total (9/30) $233,242.40 $(268,462.58)
$(35,220.18)

Transfers from General Funds (end of year)
Transfer from General Fund (year end) 2021

$33,000.00
$0.00

Transfers to General Fund 2021
TOTAL PAYABLES

(30,000,00)
$3,000.00

DESIGNATED FUNDS
Stewardship use in memory of Delpha Dumke
Elevator Funds for maintenance

$1,000.00
$6,853.08

Haase Nelson Memorial: Parish Nurse/COVID

$18,324.26

Semmler Bequest: future Internship Programs
TOTAL DESIGNATED FUNDS

$31,066.27

TOTAL AVAILABLE CAPITAL FUNDS
5% of 2021 b udget

9/31/2021
$19,826.95

$57,243.61
$279,250.89

