
PANDEMIC PROTOCOLS EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY: 

 

Out of an abundance of caution and with heartfelt care for all our friends 

and members, but especially the immunocompromised, the 

unvaccinated (particularly the children), and any who may otherwise be  

susceptible to COVID19/DELTA, the St. John Wellness Team, under the 

auspices of our St. John Council, has updated protocols moving forward 

for all worship and service at St. John, and, until further notice, has 

SUSPENDED WITH COFFEE/FELLOWSHIP before Sunday church and 

after funerals,  CONTINUED WITH SOCIAL DISTANCING, and MANDATED 

THE WEARING OF MASKS for all who gather to worship, study, hold 

meetings, and work at St. John.   Let us do this selflessly for the sake of 

neighbor, and may we suffer this even joyfully in order to be the good 

neighbor - the love of Christ we proclaim and the person of Christ we 

follow insisting that his Word (and Way) become flesh in all of us, 

whatever cross may stand in our path. 

 

 We are not called of Christ to follow his Way in word only as some 

cerebral exercise, giving lip-service to his unconditional regard, but in 

action and in deed, understanding that faith without works may very well 

be dead.  This is not, I assure you, a political pitch.  Politicians know that 

musing and talking is always safer than acting and doing.  Having heard 

God’s Word in scripture, we may opt to ask, “Now, how could that have 

happened?” or “Now let me think about that.”  But Scripture doesn’t just 

want to be understood, it longs to be put into action.  Jesus doesn’t just 

want to be heard, he wants to be trusted…  and so obeyed, as Jesus 

himself obeyed the Father:  “Not my will, but your will be done.”  Wearing 

a mask, again, after so many months “mask-less” may well feel like a 

heavy cross to bear. Guessing, personally, that wearing a mask is a lot 

less excruciating than being crucified, I’d prefer, personally, to wear the 

thing (mask) sans the grumbling;  I’d prefer to wear it with humility, with 

gratitude.  Is this not the least I (we) can do?  Indeed, this is a choice I, 

your Pastor, am grateful to make.  A theological choice formed by faith, 

with no politics in sight.  Please, with faith, patience, and good cheer, join 

me, and tell anyone you may know who might miss this missive.  And 

let’s all remember that anything we may do for the good of the children 

must certainly be pleasing to Christ, who said, “Let the little ones come 

to me, and do not hinder them, for to such as these belongs the kingdom 

of God.”  If for no other reason, one should think, suspending with what 

freedoms we may have to do whatever we want, we might all agree to 

engage the freedom Christ gives us to do those things that we ought.  We 

can freely choose to wear a mask for them, if we will.    

 

 
 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AT ST. JOHN! 
Classes available for 3years of age through 5th grade 

 

Rally Day is September 12th 

10:30 a.m. (following worship) 
Meet upstairs in the big room. 

 

 Visit the church library 

 Hear stories from the Bible 

 Snacks 

 Singing 
 

A schedule will be handed out for the remainder of the 

Sunday School year.  Classes will be held in the upstairs wing 

following worship each week.  

 

Face Masks are required. 

 

ALL ARE 

WELCOME! 



 

 

 

 
 

6th-8th grade Confirmation Classes will begin on 

Sunday, September 19th at 10:30 a.m. following 

worship in the lower level.  Students are encouraged to 

come to worship and stay for the “Meet & Greet” for 

Intern Pastor Elias on the12th!  

Make him a welcome to St. John card! 

 

 9th graders will begin Wednesday, September 15th.  

You are also encouraged to come and meet Intern 

Pastor Elias on the 12th! 

Watch your mail for a letter from Pastor Paul  

with all the details. 
 

 

 

 

******No Coffee Hour in September******   

But there will be a brief Meet and Greet/Card 

Shower for Intern Elias Johnson-Youngquist and 

family on September 12th following worship!****** 

 

 

♫   ♫        “Music Notes”    ♫   ♫ 
 

      Calling all St. John musicians! September is only a few days 

away and I'm so excited to start making music again!!! Beginning 

Wednesday, Sept. 1st, our Handbell and Adult Choirs will resume 

practices. Handbell choir will practice upstairs in the music room at 

6pm. Adult choir will practice in the sanctuary at 7pm. Both choirs 

will perform on rally Sunday, Sept 12th. If you've ever thought 

about joining, now is the time. Come join us in making a joyful 

noise to our Lord! Masks are required.    

    Sarah Jo Jorgensen 

   Director of Choirs 

 

 

 

Annual Youth Rummage Sale is Friday, September 17th 

from 5-8 pm and Saturday, 

September 18th from 8 am-2 pm . If 

you have any items that you would 

like to donate you can put them in 

the garage. Please pick up the key 

from the church office.  We will accept clothing, 

household items and furniture but NO TVs. Thank you! 

 

 

Support Our Youth! 
 

Monday, September 13th. 

41st Street Pizza Ranch 

5-8 PM. 
                   A portion of all sales that evening benefit the St. 

John Youth Group.  Hope to see you all there. Thank you! 



 
Monthly WELCA Bible studies will 

resume on September 19th 

following worship at 10:30 in the 

church library.  We will use the 

Gather magazine bible study as our 

guide.  If you do not subscribe to 

Gather yet, there is one available in 

the church Library for your use.   
  

NOTICE: The WELCA Executive 

Board has voted and put a new funeral serving policy in place.  

Beginning immediately, the St. John Funeral Service groups will 

provide, prepare and serve sandwiches, cake and coffee for all 

funerals.  If a family desires to have chips or salad(s), that family 

will need to purchase and deliver to the church to set out for the 

luncheon.    

 

LWR (Lutheran World Relief) 

 

St John Quilters meet each Wednesday morning 

at 9:00 AM! We need your help!  No sewing 
experience necessary!  

 

The quilters continue to need sheets and materials for quilt 

making.  Also more quilters are needed- you do not need to sew 

and if you can come for only part of the time that is ok.  We 

usually meet from 9-2.  Bring your sack lunch.  Thank you for your 

continued support! 

   Barb Buchanan and Ann Mortenson 

                           Co-Chairs of Mission Action Service Group 

    

 

 

 
   

 
 

 

The deadline for the monthly Newsletter is 8:00 

a.m. on the 20th of the preceding month. This month 

it will be 8:00 a.m. Monday, September 20th.  
 

 

Project CAR Drivers Needed  
 

You Are The Key! 
 

Volunteers are the key to independence  

and quality of life for seniors. 
 

Project CAR (Call A Ride) offers transportation to Sunday church 

services, and other church functions, and medical appointments for 

the elderly members of six different churches.  This transportation is a 

crucial element in their ability to remain connected to their church 

and community.  Project CAR provides vehicles, gas, etc.  Please call 

the Project CAR office (332-2777) for more information.  Men, 

women, retired, working, young, young at heart … We Need You! 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT: Dust off your walking shoes! 

Project CAR is one of the participating non-profits in The 

Human Race, a collaborative fundraising event sponsored 

by Health Connect of SD on Saturday, October 2. With 

two options available – a 1k walk or a 5k run – it’s a 

great way to help raise funds to support Project CAR’s 

work in providing rides and get some exercise at the 

same time.  It’s a great event for families, seniors, 

singles, anyone!  Flyers can be found on our  

St. John Welcome Center. 
 

 

 

     

 
 

       St. John has a Facebook page  
Check us out!  Keep informed about 

upcoming events, weekly bible verses, 

special announcements, photos & more! 

www.facebook.com/StJohnAmericanLutheranChurchSF 
 

http://www.facebook.com/StJohnAmericanLutheranChurchSF


 

September Mission Globe   

          Nightwatch Food Ministry 
September mission globe supports the Nightwatch 

food program.  This program supplies meals to those 

in need during times when the Banquet is not 

available, like Sunday nights.  As a host, we 

purchase the food, prepare and serve a meal.  This 

neighborhood "food truck" program has expanded 

since it began in 2006 due to increased need.  Our Social Concerns 

Board heads up the program for us and we plan to host the meal 

at least once a quarter.  What a great way to reach out and help 

others! You are welcome to make a contribution, above and 

beyond your regular giving, in the globe at the back of the 

sanctuary or mail to the church office.  Please make checks 

payable to St. John Special Funds.  Thank you. 

 

 

AEFT or Online giving 
 AEFT, or Automated Electronic Funds Transfer, is available at St. 
John.  With this program, you can transfer money from your checking 
or savings account once a month to St. John Lutheran’s General 
Fund.  If you are interested in using AEFT, please contact Joanne 
Pesicka, church secretary, she will help you get it set up.  You can 
also make your contributions online using a link on our website or 
Facebook page.  Remember, we continue to do God’s work and 
pay our bills even through a pandemic.   

 

 
 

 

CARD SHOWER/MEET & GREET FOR 
INTERN PASTOR ELIAS JOHNSON-YOUNGQUIST 

Sunday, September 12th following worship 
Please come to welcome, meet & greet Elias and his family. 

Let’s shower them with cards, kindness and love.  

 

 

From the Library  

www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch 

  

Welcome back to fall activities! I pray that we will be back 

to normal soon.  Feel free to stop in the library and check out 

materials whenever the office is open. I bought some different 

books at a book sale and will have them on the shelves soon. 

 We are saddened about the death of Pat Buechler. She was 

a long-time friend and volunteer of the library.  She will be missed. 

 The library is proud to present art work by Robert 

McDaniel. Several pieces are currently on the bulletin board. He 

uses various mediums such as chalk, markers, and paint. The ones 

on display are done on paper towels and napkins. Stop by to see 

his artwork even if you do not check out books. Thanks, Bob, for 

sharing your talents with us. 

 Rally Day will happen on Sept. 12. The Sunday school 

students will come to the library for a story and tour and a chance 

to learn check out procedures. I will be in the library from 10:30-

11:30. Those of you who are not in Sunday School are welcome to 

stop by and look around. I will be there to assist you in finding 

materials, too! 

 This month, I read the first book in a historical fiction series 

which takes place during the Civil War. Fifty families move from 

Missouri to Montana in a wagon train. Spoiler alert…not all 

members of the main family make it alive. Land of My Heart by 

Tracie Peterson tells of love and life and hardships and adventure 

of pioneering in the 1860’s. Dianne Chadwick learns a lot about 

herself as she meets blacks and Native Americans and learns to 

make friends and settle in the savage countryside.  Feel free to 

stop by the library and check it out!  

 

   Linda the Librarian,   

     Linda Weber 
 

 

http://www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch


 
 

“You say toe-may-toe, I say toe-mah-toe…” 

 

Q:  Why are tomatoes the slowest vegetable? 

A:  Because they can’t ketchup. 

 

Well, the tomatoes are finally “catching up”!  There are several 

kinds of tomatoes in the garden—cherry, grape, Early Girl, Black 

Krim heirloom, Big Boy….  So, if you’re hungry for BLT’s, come  

and get some.  

And if you want to make salsa, come and pick some peppers—

sweet bell peppers, spicy salsa peppers and jalapeños.  

 

As we move into September, the summer squash & zucchini will 

slow down, but the winter squash—butternut, delicata & acorn  

will ripen.  Enjoy! 

 

Q:  Why is life like ketchup? 

A:  Good things in life come slow & are worth the wait! 

 

Jan McDonald 

605-212-2769 

jnmcdonald75@gmail.com 

 

 

Thrivent Choice 
 

 The Thrivent Choice® program is a charitable grant 

program that allows members to recommend where 

Thrivent Financial distributes a portion of its charitable 

grant funds each year. It is a joint program of Thrivent and 

its member chapters. You must contact Thrivent to sign up 

and make your choice, not the church office.  

Member Care Services 

Phone: 800-847-4836 

Hours: M - F: 7 a.m. - 6 p.m. (CST) 
 

 Choice Dollars® – Eligible benefit members can help 

direct Thrivent Choice Dollars to thousands of nonprofit 

organizations, including congregations, two of which are 

St. John American Lutheran and Project CAR.  (St. John is 

one of the sponsoring congregations of Project CAR.)  If 

your Choice Dollars are not designated, they will be 

distributed as Thrivent chooses. 
 

 When the time comes for you to make your Thrivent 

designations, please consider St. John and Project CAR.  

Those funds will be directly deposited in St. John and 

Project CAR bank accounts.  Thank you. 

 

 

 
 

Meals-On-Wheels 2021 
St. John is responsible for Meals-on-Wheels 
drivers and helpers every Tuesday.  If you are 
able to help out with this important community 
activity, please call the church office.  The meals 
are picked up at Active Generations.  Thank you! 

 

Remember – you can sign up for just one 
Tuesday if you wish.  Any and all help is 
needed and appreciated! 

 

mailto:jnmcdonald75@gmail.com
tel:800-847-4836


 
NAMI (National Alliance on Mental 

Illness) provides confidential 

support groups for family 

members and individuals living 

with mental health conditions. 

Family Support Groups 

 A support group for family members, significant others and 

friends of people with mental health conditions.  Group 

meets the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month from 6:00-

7:00PM. 

Connections Support Groups 

 A support group for people with mental health conditions. 

Groups meet weekly, Wednesday at 5:30PM and Thursdays 

at noon. 

We will continue to meet online until further notice.  

Find the registration link at: 

   https://namisouthdakota.org/support-groups-meetings/ 

For more information, call or text Kari Clark at (605) 351-4785.  

 

 

 

 
St. John Prayer Ministry & Prayer Box – Pastor Paul and prayer 

ministers would like to pray for you.  Prayer requests are received 

in a secure prayer box in the back of the St. John sanctuary and 

are kept in strictest confidence before, during, 

and after prayers are said on your behalf.  It is 

of utmost importance to the St. John 

congregation that all our members and friends 

are prayed for on a routine basis.  Please help 

your pastor and prayer ministers to be faithful 

and effective in this undertaking by sharing 
with us whatever you may have in your heart 

to share.   

 

  Third class mail cannot be forwarded.  If you change your 
address, let us know so you receive your next Newsletter.  You 
will also save the church the 62cost of address corrections. 

 

 
AUGUST STATS:     Families        358 
                                                Baptized Membership          654 

                                               Confirmed Membership       526 
 

                                                         (Statistics as of 8/24/21) 

 

BAPTISMS 

 Hazel Annette Koehne, August 7, 2021 

  

FUNERALS  

 Laura Hicks-Mayrhofer, July 27 

 Donald Christensen, July 31 

 Patricia Buechler, August 2 

 Daniel Kafka, August 7 

 Diane Helberg, August 19 

 Marian Peterson, August 24 
   

WEDDINGS 

 Kari Clark & Darin Palmer, July 24, 2021 

 Kirsten Niehoff & Jordan Dokken-Ellis, August 14, 2021 

 
 

-In memory of Don Christensen: $20-Nightwatch Food 

Ministry, $150-Quilt makers 

In memory of Marcia Hargens: $200-Education 

Designated/Sunday School 

In memory of John Severson: $25-Nightwatch Food Ministry; 

In memory of Patricia Buechler: $1015 –Library Fund 

 
Other Gifts:    

$100-Quilt Makers in honor of Alice Maas’ 100th birthday; $784-Mission 
Globe for July for backpacks & supplies;   
 
 
 

https://namisouthdakota.org/support-groups-meetings/


GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS 
 

So many wonderful things happening on the corner of 13th 

Street and Western Avenue!  Many, many thanks to all of our 

wonderful volunteers each month who work so hard to give 

back to our Garfield Neighborhood! 
 

PHOTOS FROM NATIONAL NIGHT OUT – GARFIELD 

NEIGHBORHOOD- HELD IN THE PARKING LOT 

 

 
Enjoying fellowship popcorn and ice cream 

 

 
 

 

 

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS 
  

Photos from the Salon Day Event on August 21st.  Over 200 

meals served, 76 school backpacks handed out, and many free 

haircuts!  Thanks to our partner churches: Church On The 

Street and Gloria Dei Lutheran.  What a beautiful day! 

 

 
 

  
 

 



To the Endowment Committee and my 

friends and family at St. John, thank you 

for your generous financial support to 

myself and my fellow St. John collegiate 

students! Your continued support through 

endowment scholarships have helped to 

chip away at the costs of today’s higher education which results in 

less worrying about affording school. I look forward to the day 

when I can pay-it-forward by supporting the endowment 

scholarship fund so that the emerging students of St. John can 

experience the same financial and spiritual support that I have 

received from our church family.  

     This year I have started my first of three years at the USD 

Knudson School of Law!  Although I am only at the very beginning 

of my career in the world of law, I am extremely excited and 

optimistic about what my future holds.  Thank you again for your 

support! 

Take care and God bless, 

Matt Pesicka 
  

 Hello, I am writing to thank the congregation of St. John 

American Lutheran Church and the Endowment Committee for 

their generosity in granting me a scholarship for the 2021-2022 

school year. I will be attending South Dakota State University for 

my Junior year in the Community and Regional Planning Program, 

and I will be nearly finished with my minor in Criminal Justice after 

this Fall Semester. Alongside my academic endeavors I am lucky 

enough to be joining the Young Adult Leadership Team at 

Gracepoint, a church in Brookings. There, I will be leading a men’s 

small group with my roommate and best friend Blake, and we will 

be lucky enough to serve our peers during worship services and 

spreading the Gospel through mentorship and community. 

 I am so thankful that the St. John community blessed me with 

the opportunity to not only get closer to completing my goal of 

graduating, but also work for the Kingdom of God in another place. 

Thank you for everything. 
Sincerely, 

Mason Weidenbach 
 

Dear St. John family, 

 Thank you so much for prayers and concern over the last few 

months.  I can finally say I am on the mend and feeling much 

more like myself again!  Knowing there were so many prayers 

going up for me during all of this was a great comfort!  Thank you 

all! 

                        Angela Nordstrom 

 (A Note of Thanks continued…….) 

 

     A big thank you goes out to everyone in the congregation. All 

of you have shaped me into the woman I am through faith and 

lessons. A special thank you for the scholarship money and the 

quilt, both of which I will take with me to Morningside. I appreciate 

all of the support shown as I make this transition in my next life 

chapter.  

                         With Love,  

                          Rachel Spier 

 

Dear St. John Quilters, 

 Thank you ladies for sharing your talent and passion with The 

Teddy Bear Den! You always do remarkable work and our moms 

are so appreciative. You are helping us to serve over 1600 women 

in the Sioux Falls area, all working to make healthy choices. Thank 

you for changing lives. 

                          Sincerely, 

                                                Sandy Lown 

 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

 

YOU ARE ALL INVITED 

Harvest Festival Supper, Saturday, September 25, 4:30-6:30 PM 

Bake & Craft Sale begins at 4:00 PM 

 

Featuring Roast Beef, Msahed Potatoes & Grave, Corn, Salads, 

Desserts & Norwegian Goodies! 

 

Adults $12.50/Ages 6-10 $5/5 & Under FREE 

(Carry-out available) 

 

West Nidaros Lutheran Church 

25403 471st Ave. 

3 miles North and 1 Mile East of Crooks 

 

 

 

 

****See the bulletin board by the church office for more 

information and other events happening in our area! 

 

 



ST. JOHN GENERAL FUND – July 2021 
Harley Shafer, Treasurer 

 

BALANCE ON HAND 7/1/2021 9,388.09$            

Total Receipts for Month 21,547.18$          

Total Cash on Hand 30,935.27$          

Less Expenditures for Month (30,226.74)$        

From Capital Funds payable -$                    

BALANCE ON HAND 7/31/2021 708.53$               

Harley Shafer, Treasurer  
 

 
 
 
 

EXPENSES THIS MONTH YEAR TO DATE ANNUAL 
  PAID PAID BUDGET 
 
Our World Mission $   1,805.00   $12,675.00  $ 21,700.00 
 
Pastoral Ministry & Staff 24,521.50 157,816.33 296,174.00 
 

Worship & Service 774.92 10,793.93 31,315.00 
 
Our Church Home 3,125.32 28,749.96 47,350.00 
  __________ __________ __________ 
 
Total Expenditures $ 30,226.74 $210,035.22 $396,539.00 

 
 
 
 

OUR GIFTS FOR THE LORD AND HIS WORK – GENERAL FUND__ 

                                  Offerings          Expenses         Difference 

YTD Total (7/31)       $184,412.96   $(210,035.22)  $ (25,622.26) 

 

 

 

$73,028.88

RECEIPTS

Interest

TOTAL RECEIPTS

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS $0.00

SAVINGS BALANCE $73,028.88

CHECKING BALANCE $1,007.51

RECEIPTS

 Interest $0.01

TOTAL RECEIPTS $0.01

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS

Marty McDonald (faucets) $360.99

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS $360.99

CHECKING BALANCE $646.53

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT

Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 1/25/24 $107,493.31

Mission Investment Fund : 2.3% maturity 5/27 $125,000.00

Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 10/15/21 $56,867.31

TOTAL CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT $289,360.62

TOTAL CAPITAL FUNDS $363,036.03

PAYABLES

Transfers from General Funds (end of year) $33,000.00

     Transfer from General Fund (year end) 2021 $0.00

     Transfers to General Fund 2021 (20,000,00)

TOTAL PAYABLES $13,000.00

DESIGNATED FUNDS

    Stewardship use in memory of Delpha Dumke $1,000.00

     Elevator Funds for maintenance $6,853.08

     Haase Nelson Memorial: Parish Nurse/COVID $18,324.26

     Semmler Bequest: future Internship Programs $31,066.27

TOTAL DESIGNATED FUNDS $57,243.61

$292,792.42

St. John Policy #5: The Capital Funds Account shall maintain a minimum balance amounting to 5% of the

annual congregational budget. Any transfer of money from the Capital Fund to the General Fund shall have

Council approval.

July 1, 2021

Capital Fund Statement
Karen Scarborough, Treasurer

SAVINGS BALANCE July 1, 2021

July 31, 2021

July 31, 2021

July 31, 2021

TOTAL AVAILABLE CAPITAL FUNDS July 31, 2021

5% of 2021 budget $19,826.95

 


