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Notes from the Worship and Music Committee 
Welcome Back, St. John family. It is so good to  

be Church together again! 

     The worship and music committee has been meeting 

regarding how to safely get things back to normal as 

possible. We will begin to get some normalcy back to our 

worship services this Fall.   

     Starting in September*, we plan to utilize ushers, 

resume traditional communion and pass the offering plate, 

but none of this will work without everyone’s help. 

    The white board will be up from now until August 20th 

for sign up for September worship volunteers.  Our hope is 

to eventually get away from the white board and set up the 

Welcome Center with a computer so that members may 

sign up electronically, or you can sign up from home! More 

details on that will be coming. 

    Remember, we need all hands on board and everyone is 

needed. If you are nervous about ushering, please note that 

a meeting before church can be set up for instructions.    

(*Subject to change due to rise in COVID 19 cases) 

                                            Thank you! 
 

Traditional Communion is returning August 29th! 
 

In preparation for that, the Altar Guild 

members (and anyone else who is interested 

in helping!) will meet to clean the Altar area 

and polish all of the Communionware.  Please 

meet at the church Monday, August 9th at 

9:00 am.             

                    There will be coffee & treats 😋 

 

From Pastor Paul: 

     Looking to Autumn and the start of another program year, I’d 

like to reframe and recast the references we assign to those who 

give so much to the life of faith among us at St. John.  The gifts 

they bring to the table of grace that is St. John demand, I believe, 

a much more robust, much more nuanced read.  Those who, 

Sunday after Sunday, avail their gifts to the children of the church 

are not just Sunday School Teachers, they’re “Compassionate 

Teachers of Children.”  Speaking of them to others, let’s call them 

“Teachers of God’s Holy Word,” “Learned Bearers of the Spirit’s 

Wisdom and Knowledge,” “Loving companions of the Little Ones.”  

Speaking of those who prepare the sanctuary for Sunday worship, 

let’s switch out “Altar Guild” for “Preparers of Holy Vessels,” “Gifted 

Arrangers of God’s Natural Beauty.”  Henceforth, let our Greeters 

and Ushers be called “Hospitable Guides” & “Welcome’s Warmest 

Example to All.”  Let’s no longer meet the 2nd Tuesday of each 

month as a Church Council, but as “Stewards of our Congregation’s 

Earthly Gifts,” “Trustees of God’s Beauty and our Sacred Spaces,” 

“Leaders and Wise Counselors.”   The St. John Adult Choir shall be 

“The Singers of God’s Praises,” “Proclaimers of Joy,” their beloved 

Director, the “Mistress of Music.”  Those who garden we shall 

rename, “Caretakers of God’s Creation.”  Our Social Concerns 

Board, moving forward, we’ll call “Advocates of the World’s 

Needy,” “Tireless Servants of the Poor.”  Those who provide food 

and serve the bereaved after funerals, we’ll introduce as  

“Generous & Gracious Providers,” “Healers of Minds and Bodies and 

Spirits.”  Let’s call our Quilters “Artisans of Simple Beauty,” 

“Creators in Color and Joy,” and “God’s Comforters.”  

     As we all know, and as we can sometimes forget, we’re not just 

playing our particular saws around here, sawing for the sake of 

sawing, putting pegs in holes, as it were.  God has given us 

dominion over all the work of God’s hands and heart.  He whom 

one would presume is free to roam the universe at will and do with 

eternity whatever He wishes has deigned to make His home with 

us, determined to bring His new kingdom upon earth, and decided 

to do so with our participation, not as one might cultivate and 

enlist cheap labor but as co-creators with the Master who are not 

only called but equipped to do the Master’s work.  God takes us 

and the gifts he’s bestowed upon each of us very seriously.  May 

each and every one of us take God at his word and thereby take 

ourselves no less seriously this Fall.   

 

 

       



From Intern Pastor Elias Johnson-Youngquist 
 

      Hi! I’m Elias Johnson-Youngquist and I’m excited to join    
St. John American Lutheran at the end of August as an intern 
pastor. I’m a seminary student at Luther House of Studies at 
Sioux Falls Seminary, where I’ve been studying now for four 
years. Prior to coming to St. John, I have been a youth minister 
for 5 years at First Lutheran Church in Sioux Falls, a Boy 
Scouts district executive, an overnight photojournalist for 
KSFY, a lifeguard, camp counselor, a waiter in Jacksonville 
and served a short stint behind the electronics desk at Target.  
For a few more weeks I live downtown with my wife Abby (who 
works as the director of marketing at Auto Body Specialties) 
and our 9-month-old daughter Clara (who works mostly on 
crawling and blowing raspberries). We were recently fortunate 
enough to find a house that we’ll be moving to during August. 
On the rare occasions I get the chance to find some free time in 
the midst of all of that I enjoy board games, running, playing 
guitar, hiking, watching movies, and generally all things nerdy. I 
look forward to getting to know this congregation more in the 
coming weeks and months. Counting down the days until I 
start! 

 
 

 

 

Salon Day 
On Saturday, August 21st, the St. John 

Social Concerns Board will host our 

first “Salon Day” in the St. John 

parking lot from 8 am to 4 pm.  The 

Gloria Dei Mobile Hair Cut Trailer and 

the NightWatch mobile food ministry 

van will be on site.  Our Board of 

Education will be handing out 

backpacks with school supplies and our 

Journey of Hope ministry program will 

also have bags to hand out.  This day 

is designed for all those in need of a free haircut, a meal and 

school supplies from the Garfield neighborhood and beyond.  It 

takes many hands to do God’s work.  Watch for signup sheets 

in the east entry for volunteers to work shifts throughout that 

day.  For questions or more information, please contact Brenda 

or Kathy Jones.  

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

♫   ♫        “Music Notes”    ♫   ♫ 
 

      Hello, St. John!  It’s been so good to worship together again.    

I am ecstatic to announce that we will be resuming Handbell and 

Adult Choir practice this Fall!!!!  Both choirs will begin Wednesday, 

September 1st.  Handbell Choir will rehearse at 6 pm and Adult 

Choir will begin at 7 pm in the upstairs music room.  Face masks 

are optional.  Our first performance will be Sunday, September 

12th.  If you have ever considered joining the Adult or Handbell 

Choirs, now is the time!!!! I am so looking forward to making a 

joyful noise with you again! 

   Sarah Jo Jorgensen 

   Director of Choirs 



Annual Youth Rummage Sale is 

coming in September. If you have 

any items that you would like to 

donate you can put them in the 

garage. Please pick up the key from 

the church office.  We will accept 

clothing, household items and furniture but NO TVs. 

Thank you! 

 

 
 

GIFT CARDS MAKE A GREAT GIFT! 
 Gift Cards for a number of local businesses/restaurants are 
available for purchase weekdays in the church office.  Gift Cards may 
be purchased in varying denominations allowing you to purchase 
merchandise at their respective businesses up to the face value of 
each card.  In most instances, Gift Cards purchased at St. John result 
in a 5% profit from participating businesses to our St. John Youth to 
help with summer camps and servant events. 
 

THANK YOU FOR PURCHASING GIFT CARDS AT ST. JOHN. 

 

 

      
 
         Annual Book Sale 

Sioux Falls Lutheran School will host their Annual 

Book Sale on August 11-August 14. This sale will 

be held at Memorial Lutheran Church (5000 South 

Western Ave.) from 8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. on 

August 11th-13th and from 8:00 a.m. to noon on 

August 14th.  They will continue the fun tradition 

of the $5 Bag Sale on Friday and Saturday, 

where shoppers simply pay $5 for a bag and 

shop until the bag is filled to the top!   See 
poster on bulletin board for more information. 

 
 

 

 

Project CAR Drivers Needed  
 

You Are The Key! 
 

Volunteers are the key to independence  

and quality of life for seniors. 
 

Project CAR (Call A Ride) offers transportation to Sunday church 

services, and other church functions, and medical appointments for 

the elderly members of six different churches.  This transportation is a 

crucial element in their ability to remain connected to their church 

and community.  Project CAR provides vehicles, gas, etc.  Please call 

the Project CAR office (332-2777) for more information.  Men, 

women, retired, working, young, young at heart … We Need You! 
 

 

 
      

 
 

 

The deadline for the monthly Newsletter is 8:00 

a.m. on the 20th of the preceding month. This month 

it will be 8:00 a.m. Friday, August 20th.  

 
 
 
 

Meals-On-Wheels 2021 
St. John is responsible for Meals-on-Wheels 
drivers and helpers every Tuesday.  If you are 
able to help out with this important community 
activity, please call the church office.  The meals 
are picked up at Active Generations.  Thank you! 

 

Remember – you can sign up for just one 
Tuesday if you wish.  Any and all help is 
needed and appreciated! 

 

 



Service Opportunity 
St. John will be serving the Food To You 

Mobile Food Pantry distribution here at St. 

John on Thursday, August 26th.   We need 

your help.  Please consider helping in any or 

all of the following ways: 

 

 Host organizations are asked to supply a “Food of the Month.”  

August’s food of the month is pasta (any kind). Bring in pasta 

anytime between now and August 26th. We need around 200 

packages for the distribution.  Pasta can be placed in the large 

chest that is just outside the door of the fellowship hall. 

 Bring in some hygiene packs (a bar of soap, roll of toilet paper, 

and a bottle of shampoo in a sealable plastic bag.) Hygiene 

packs are an extra item that Food To You gives out and relies on 

volunteers to provide.  They would gladly accept these year 

round.  They can be left on top of the chest in the fellowship 

hall. If you put them in the chest, the food absorbs the scent of 

the soaps. 

 Come early on August 26th to help unload the truck and unpack 

the food.  We need three un-loaders and two-three others to 

help unpack the boxes of food.  You will need to arrive at the 

church by 4:00 for this important task. 

 Sign up to staff the distribution on the 26th of August.  We will 

need about twelve volunteers willing to serve from 5:15 until 

7:30 or so to successfully staff the distribution. 

There is a sign-up sheet on the Welcome Center.  Please sign-up at 
least a week before August 26th, so we will know if we have enough 
volunteers.  If you have served a distribution before, you know what 
a rewarding experience it is.  If you are looking for a way to serve 
your neighbors and community, please consider this wonderful 
opportunity.    Thank you! 

 

 

 
BLESSING OF THE 

BACKPACKS 
 

Bring your backpacks for a special back to 

school blessing during the Children’s Word on 

Sunday, August 22nd.  This blessing is for 

everyone attending a new school year – Pre-

K to Grad School! 
 

 
 

********************************************** 

WEDNESDAY EVENING BOOK STUDY 
 

Facilitator:  Pastor Paul 

6:30 p.m.  In the St. John Library 
 

We’ll open the Bible and 

revisit a few of the principle tenets of the faith… 

Yet, please feel free to bring anything to the table per the Bible, 

Worship, the life of faith,  

and Work of the Church… All the stuff you’ve never understood  

or ever dared question.  (The Facilitator will love it.)   
 

Come and join in any time! 

*********************************************** 

 

 

Mark your Calendars for Sunday School Rally 

Day, September 12th!   Watch for more 

information regarding time and special activities 

in upcoming announcements and the September 

Newsletter.   If you are willing and able to help 

with Sunday School and/or Confirmation Classes, 

please contact Julie Lane at 335-6038.   
 



Monthly WELCA Bible studies will 

resume in September.  Watch for 

date & time in the September 

Newsletter. We will continue to use 

the Gather magazine bible study as 

our guide.  If you do not subscribe 

to Gather yet, there is one 

available in the church Library for 

your use.   
  

NOTICE: The WELCA Executive Board has voted and put a new 

funeral serving policy in place.  Beginning immediately, the St. 

John Funeral Service groups will provide, prepare and serve 

sandwiches, cake and coffee for all funerals.  If a family desires to 

have salad(s), that family will need to prepare or purchase and 

deliver to the church to set out for the luncheon.    

 

LWR (Lutheran World Relief) 
 

St John Quilters meet each Wednesday morning 

at 9:00 AM! We need your help!  No sewing 
experience necessary!  

 

    In August and September we will be collecting items for School 

Kits.  Shop early for school supplies as they may be limited later 

on.  Included in each kit is the following: 

 FOUR 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled 

 paper, 8” x 10 ½”; no loose leaf paper 

 ONE 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters 

 on one side and inches on the other 

 ONE pencil sharpener 

 ONE pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with 

 embedded steel blades work well) 

 FIVE unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; 

 FIVE black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); 

 ONE box of 16 or 24 crayons 

 ONE 2 ½” eraser 
 

Items for any of the kits can be left by the office door. 

     We are also always in need of sheets to use for the backing for 
our quilts.  Thank you for your continued support! 

   Barb Buchanan and Ann Mortenson 

                           Co-Chairs of Mission Action Service Group 

 

 

 
 

August Mission Globe   

                 The Compass Center  
The center provides counseling and support for 

survivors of sexual and domestic violence.  The 

center assists throughout the healing process and 

provides their services to children, teens and adults.  

They were located just north of the church for some time, but due 

to increased need are now located on the east side of town in a 

larger space.  You are welcome to make a contribution, above and 

beyond your regular giving, in the globe at the back of the 

sanctuary or mail to the church office.  Please make checks 

payable to St. John Special Funds.  Thank you. 

 

 

 
 

       St. John has a Facebook page  

Check us out!  Keep informed about 
upcoming events, weekly bible verses, 

special announcements, photos & more! 

www.facebook.com/StJohnAmericanLutheranChurchSF 
 

 

 

AEFT or Online giving 
 AEFT, or Automated Electronic Funds Transfer, is available at St. 
John.  With this program, you can transfer money from your checking 
or savings account once a month to St. John Lutheran’s General 
Fund.  If you are interested in using AEFT, please contact Joanne 
Pesicka, church secretary, she will help you get it set up.  You can 
also make your contributions online using a link on our website or 
Facebook page.  Remember, we continue to do God’s work and pay 
our bills even though we may not be worshipping in person.   

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/StJohnAmericanLutheranChurchSF


 

Why shouldn’t you tell secrets in the garden? 
 

Because the potatoes have eyes  👀  and 

 the corn has ears 👂👂 
 

Well, the secret is out about the St John garden.  We’ve had lots of 

visitors over the last month!  Quite a number of you have visited, 

some have picked veggies, and others have taken produce home 

from church on Saturday evenings & Sunday mornings.  

I’m so glad! 

We’ve also reached out to the Garfield neighbors through their 

Neighborhood Watch email, inviting them to visit and harvest, 

too.  It’s been fun to hear from and meet some of them!  

In spite of the hot weather, and probably because of the nice rain 

we had, the garden is producing well.  Come check out the yellow 

squash & zucchini, peppers & tomatoes, onions & beets, basil & 

cilantro, and more!  I can’t guarantee that there will be any beans 

left, however, because our resident bunny 

is eating more than his share 😜 

 

Jan McDonald 

605-212-2769 

jnmcdonald75@gmail.com 

 

From the Library  

www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch 

  

 I hope you are all enjoying your summer.  It is so nice to 

have some normalcy once again. The library is running as usual.  It 

is opened whenever the church office is opened and on Sunday 

mornings.  Feel free to browse, read and check out materials. 

Several groups meet in the room, so feel free to check things out if 

you are there for that reason. 

Remember to turn in the materials as soon as you are done 

with them.  We are currently looking for the autobiography by Gill 

Koepsel.  If you have it, please return it. Someone is waiting for it.  

When you do borrow a book, please put your name on the card (in 

either the front or back of the book). Place the card in the box on 

the desk in the library. Return the book to the book drop outside 

the library by the mailboxes. I will put the card back in the books 

and return them to the shelves. 

For those of you with children and grandchildren, be sure to 

bring them on Rally Sunday. I will give them a tour of the library 

and allow them to check out a book. Please help them remember 

to return it and check out another. We have gotten some nice book 

donations. Thank you to Jan McDonald and family for the good 

selection. 

I added quite a few books to the nursery shelves.  Feel free 

to pick up a couple books or toys to bring into church to keep your 

little ones happy during the service.  Then return them to the 

nursery.  I hope you read to your little ones.  They love to hear 

and see the pictures and feel a closeness to you. It is especially 

good that they see you read so be a good model for them. 

My reading book this month is Blueprints by Barbara 

Delinsky.  It is about a family business in the building industry. The 

main characters are a mother, Caroline and a daughter, Jamie. 

There is a little feuding, a little loving, and a little suspense. There 

is a deadly car accident and crazy twists and turns. Feel free to 

CHECK IT OUT! 
   Linda the Librarian,   

     Linda Weber 

 
 
 

http://www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch


 
 

  Third class mail cannot be forwarded.  If you change your 
address, let us know so you receive your next Newsletter.  You 
will also save the church the 62cost of address corrections. 

 
 
 
 

NAMI (National Alliance on 

Mental Illness) provides 

confidential support groups for 

family members and individuals 

living with mental health conditions. 
 

Family Support Groups 

 A support group for family members, significant others 

and friends of people with mental health conditions.  

Group meets the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month 

from 6:00-7:00PM. 

Connections Support Groups 

 A support group for people with mental health 

conditions. Groups meet weekly, Wednesday at 5:30PM 

and Thursdays at noon. 

We will continue to meet online until further notice.  

Find the registration link at: 

   https://namisouthdakota.org/support-groups-meetings/ 
 

For more information, call or text Kari Clark at (605) 351-4785.  

 

 

 

 

-In memory of John Severson: $25-Nightwatch Food 

Ministry, $180-WELCA 

In memory of Richard Peterson: $25-Lutheran World 

Hunger; $945-Endowment Fund; $20-Angel Foods 

In memory of Joyce Haase Nelson: $15 Memorials & Gifts Fund; 

 
Other Gifts:    

$225-Mission Globe for May for Project CAR;  $175-Mission Globe for 
June for Laundry With Love;  $130-the Banquet in honor of John 
McIntyre; $10 Gifts for Youth 
 

Dear Friends at St. John, 

     Thank you for the beautiful welcome when 

I was with you to lead worship. The smiles, 

hugs, and reminders of our partnership in the 

Gospel will stay with me for a very long time. 

It truly was GREAT to be church together! 

     Additionally…the quarters you collected for 

Laundry with Love have been counted and I am EXCITED to tell 

you that you collected $662.00 worth! This is in addition to the 

$175.00 collected for the June Mission Globe! Thank you from the 

bottom of our hearts! Thanks to the team who was with us at the 

laundromat this month, made a meal, served, and spread the love 

to both growing leaders and those doing laundry. 

     A special thank you as well to Naomi Moegler for making an 

abundance of lap shawls for the congregation of Church on the 

Street AND to the St. John quilters for making many quilts for the 

families of the newly housed. May the Lord Bless you and  

Keep you all!  

In Mission Together, Rev. Rebel Hurd 

Church on the Street 

 

     Thanks to all the quilters for the beautiful quilt I received, the 

pretty lap robe and especially to all for your prayers and concern 

while I was hospitalized. Special thanks to Pastor Paul for his many 

visits and prayers.  It was all deeply appreciated.  God bless all of 

you.  

     Mark Fuller 

 

     Thank you so much for the beautiful prayer shawl! Very 

thoughtful. I appreciate your kindness.  

     Noriko McDaniel 

 

https://namisouthdakota.org/support-groups-meetings/


ST. JOHN GENERAL FUND – June 2021 
Harley Shafer, Treasurer 

 

BALANCE ON HAND 6/1/2021 16,947.69$          

Total Receipts for Month 27,476.28$          

Total Cash on Hand 44,423.97$          

Less Expenditures for Month (35,035.88)$        

From Capital Funds payable -$                    

BALANCE ON HAND 6/30/2021 9,388.09$            

Harley Shafer, Treasurer  
 

 
 
 
 

EXPENSES THIS MONTH YEAR TO DATE ANNUAL 
  PAID PAID BUDGET 
 
Our World Mission $   1,805.00   $10,870.00  $ 21,700.00 
 
Pastoral Ministry & Staff 23,121.09 133,294.83 296,174.00 
 

Worship & Service 3,817.14 10,019.01 31,315.00 
 
Our Church Home 6,292.65 25,624.64 47,350.00 
  __________ __________ __________ 
 
Total Expenditures $ 35,035.88 $179,808.48 $396,539.00 

 
 
 
 

OUR GIFTS FOR THE LORD AND HIS WORK – GENERAL FUND__ 

                                  Offerings          Expenses         Difference 

YTD Total (6/31)       $162,865.78   $(179,808.48)  $ (16,942.70) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

$73,026.83

RECEIPTS

Interest 2.05

TOTAL RECEIPTS $2.05

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS $0.00

SAVINGS BALANCE $73,028.88

CHECKING BALANCE $1,007.50

RECEIPTS

 Interest $0.01

TOTAL RECEIPTS $0.01

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS $0.00

CHECKING BALANCE $1,007.51

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT

Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 1/25/24 $106,307.94

Mission Investment Fund : 2.3% maturity 5/27 $125,000.00

Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 10/15/21 $56,240.21

TOTAL CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT $287,548.15

TOTAL CAPITAL FUNDS $361,584.54

PAYABLES

Transfers from General Funds (end of year) $33,000.00

     Transfer from General Fund (year end) 2021 $0.00

     Transfers to General Fund 2021 (20,000,00)

TOTAL PAYABLES $13,000.00

DESIGNATED FUNDS

    Stewardship use in memory of Delpha Dumke $1,000.00

     Elevator Funds for maintenance $6,853.08

     Haase Nelson Memorial: Parish Nurse/COVID $18,324.26

     Semmler Bequest: future Internship Programs $31,066.27

TOTAL DESIGNATED FUNDS $57,243.61

$291,340.93

June 30, 2021

June 30, 2021

TOTAL AVAILABLE CAPITAL FUNDS June 30, 2021

June 1, 2021

Capital Fund Statement
Karen Scarborough, Treasurer

SAVINGS BALANCE June 1, 2021

June 30, 2021

 


