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WE REMEMBER

SUMMER WORSHIP TIMES & COVID
PROTOCOLS AT ST. JOHN
SATURDAY WORSHIP, 5:30 PM, MEMORY GARDEN
SUNDAY WORSHIP, 9:30 AM, SANCTUARY

Memorial Day Worship/ St. John American Lutheran Church
Sat. 5:30 pm, Sunday 8:30 am & 10:30 am

We gather for worship Memorial Day weekend to remember
those we’ve loved and lost in fifteen months of pandemic:
Dorothy Koepsell + Joni Carlson + John Severson
+Eleanor Christopherson + Earl Engen +
Jeffrey Kroger + Timothy Janssen + Robert Shaff +
Darrell Kryger + Rodney & Darlene Smart +
Eleanor Miller, + Ron Jacobson, + Stephen Salmon, +
Melroy Steckelberg, + Carrie Symes + Verna Menard +
Simone Lembcke + Don Christensen + Joyce Haase
Nelson + June Johnson + Hilda Langley + Norma
Sandhurst + Sven Godwin + Donna & Fred Gorwill +
Olive McCain...

And there are many, many more. People only you will know.
Our grief reaches far beyond the walls of St. John. Friends
from across our Garfield Neighborhood have been invited to
remember loved ones, as well. We gather together to say
thanks to God for each and every soul, to say prayers, to
support one another in a grief that in so many cases still
needs to be mourned.

COFFEE HOUR BEFORE WORSHIP AT 8:30 AM IN THE
ST. JOHN FELLOWSHIP HALL
Summer begins! St. John switches to summer worship hours
beginning Saturday & Sunday, June 5 & 6. Those gathering for
worship Saturday evening are asked to assemble at 5:30 p.m.,
weather permitting, on the West Lawn and bring your own seating.
In the event of extreme heat, rain, hail, or high wind, we’ll gather
inside St. John’s sanctuary. Sunday morning worship is at 9:30
a.m. in the St. John sanctuary, with Coffee Hour & Fellowship in
the Fellowship Hall an hour before. Following CDC
recommendations, mask mandates are suspended for all partners
who are fully vaccinated. Unvaccinated persons, welcome as ever,
are kindly asked to continue masking for the foreseeable future for
their sake, for the health of others unvaccinated, and for all the
children in our midst who still await vaccination. Social
distancing, for the time being, continues to be encouraged.

PARKING LOT REFRESH
Work on our parking lot has started. It will be
crack sealed, seal coated & restriped between now
& the end of June. It will not affect our weekend
services, but may impact parking for MondayFriday activities. Please watch & listen for updates.

A NEW CHAPTER…
in a long, long story with an incredibly complicated plot…
As everyone now knows, the National Center for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) has loosened its recommendations
for those among us who are fully vaccinated, particularly its mask
guidance. Following the CDC’s lead, State and local governments
all around us have moderated mask mandates and social distancing
requirements, not to overstate the matter, but, specifically for those
who are fully vaccinated. Having taken stock of all CDC, State,
and local recommendations and mandates moving forward, St.
John’s Wellness Team has determined to suspend with a
mandatory mask directive for St. John worship services and
fellowship events, beginning Sunday, May 30, 2021. It does this,
kindly asking those who have opted to not be vaccinated, to also,
for their own sake and the sake of others who choose to be
unvaccinated, and for the sake of those still awaiting their
vaccination, especially our children, to continue to use a mask in
all public spaces on St. John’s footprint – this in keeping with the
Wellness Team’s modus operandi all along, that we do together
whatever we may to take care of neighbor, not just self, and
especially those among us who may be particularly vulnerable to
COVID19.
Appropriate social distancing will still be required of all who
worship, work, serve, and play under St. John’s tent. I should also
note that we will as soon as this weekend be using hymnals for
worship again, as well, the science from the CDC suggesting that
tactile transmissibility of COVID19 is negligible at best.
A special word to those of you who may want to reconsider
your participation in public worship without a mask mandate.
Please know that I completely understand your reticence and
certainly respect your decision to keep a distance as long as you
see fit. I would also remind you that a weekly worship opportunity
will continue to be available to you online, following links
available to you on St. John’s website (www.stjohnlutheran.net),
and would with great gratitude welcome any invitation by you to
bring the Sacrament and say a prayer with you at home (ie. in your
garage, on your front stoop, on your deck) even on a weekly basis

(A New Chapter….continued)
should you so desire, believing with all my heart that this is exactly
what a pastor is called to do, gladly doing my due diligence at your
summons (336-3253). For your information, I’ve been fully
vaccinated since the beginning of May.
As to your Wellness Team’s admonition that those who elect
to navigate the pandemic unvaccinated continue to wear masks for
the foreseeable future, please know that it makes this request for
the sake of the unvaccinated, particularly, and for the sake of the
children among us who still await vaccination, vaccinated partners,
per the CDC, being a significantly lower risk of disease spread by
close contact. Let us do this, one and all, remembering Jesus’
encouragement of all good shepherds, certainly we who would
follow Him, to be ready to leave the ninety-nine for the sake of the
one whenever it’s necessary, not because the one demands the
ninety-nine’s help but because he needs it.
I’m reminded of a dear friend whose memory has seared
deep-down along its neural pathways a particular date, a date he
hallows and greets each year with heartfelt gratitude – the day he
was shot down in a helicopter in the jungles of Vietnam, 1970, and
a whole platoon of comrades swooped in to save he and the few
who were shot down with him, the ninety-nine risking a whole lot
more than an inconvenience to bring the few home to safety. I
thank you for joining in that sort of band of sisters and brothers by
doing whatever you must to protect the most vulnerable among us
to the close of this long season of COVID19 and the close of the
age. Thank you for your gracious patience these many months of
pandemic. All the safety measures we have observed, we have
observed for the sake of “the one.” Thank you for your sacrifice.
To my knowledge, not one has gotten sick because of protocols we
failed to put into place at St. John.
With gratitude and all humility,
Your Servant in Christ,
Pastor Paul

NOTICE:

Pastor Paul’s new e-mail address is:
pastormatchan@outlook.com

Please do not use his old e-mail: pastormatchan@msn.com. If
you get something from this old e-mail address, please delete.
Thank you!

NIGHTWATCH - June 7th.
The Nightwatch Food Ministry was
started in 2006 as an agreement
between 8 local Methodist churches.
When started, it was to fill a need on
Sunday nights since the Banquet did
not serve on the weekends. The
mission of the group was to “Serve any
person who shows up needing a hot
meal”. It has since expanded to serve
at two locations on Sunday nights and now serves on Mondays at
Hayward Elementary School, feeding participants in the after
school program and local families.
St. John has been asked to participate and the Social Concerns
Board approved our participation on a trial basis. We are to
prepare and provide the meals we serve and the volunteers to
serve the meal. The meals are served from a van that is set up
especially for this kind of service.
St John’s first service will be on Monday, June 7 at Hayward
Elementary School. Please contact Brenda Jones if you are
interested in volunteering for this service.
God’s Work, Our Hands.

GARFIELD NEIGHBORHOOD
CLEAN-UP
Saturday, June 12, 10:00 a.m. to12:00 p.m.
Join in the fun of a little walking and working in the boulevards and
along the curbsides of our Garfield Neighborhood. Meet and
make a few new friends! The neighbors we still haven’t met won’t
care what we know and desire to share with them of Christ if they
don’t know first that we care about them and the neighborhood
we share. Gloves and bags will be provided.

**********************************************

WEDNESDAY EVENING BOOK STUDY
Text: Free to Be
By James Nestingen & Gerhard Forde
(To be Distributed the First Evening)

Facilitator: Pastor Paul
Starting June 2, 2021 @ 6:30 p.m.
In the St. John Library
We’ll use the text to frame the conversation, open the Bible,
revisit a few of the principle tenets of the faith…
Yet, please feel free to bring anything to the table per the Bible,
Worship, the life of faith,
and Work of the Church… All the stuff you’ve never understood
or ever dared question. (The Facilitator will love it.)
Sign up in the Entryway or call the office (336-3253)
to let us know you’re coming.
***********************************************

NAMI (National Alliance on
Mental Illness) provides
confidential support groups for
family members and individuals
living with mental health conditions.
Family Support Groups


A support group for family members, significant others
and friends of people with mental health conditions.
Group meets the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month
from 6:00-7:00PM.

Connections Support Groups


A support group for people with mental health
conditions. Groups meet weekly, Wednesday at 5:30PM
and Thursdays at noon.

We will continue to meet online until further notice.
Find the registration link at:
https://namisouthdakota.org/support-groups-meetings/
For more information, call or text Kari Clark at (605) 351-4785.

GIFT CARDS MAKE A GREAT GIFT!
Gift Cards for a number of local businesses/restaurants are
available for purchase weekdays in the church office. Gift Cards may
be purchased in varying denominations allowing you to purchase
merchandise at their respective businesses up to the face value of
each card. In most instances, Gift Cards purchased at St. John result
in a 5% profit from participating businesses to our St. John Youth to
help with summer camps and servant events.
THANK YOU FOR PURCHASING GIFT CARDS AT ST. JOHN.

From the WELCA Executive Board:
Thank you to the six ladies that spent three hours cleaning
the kitchen on Saturday, May 15th, 2021. Because items in the
kitchen had not been used for a long time (more than a year) due
to the Covid pandemic, we felt it necessary to do some heavy duty
cleaning. The following items were washed in the dishwasher by
our chief dishwasher operator JoAnn Garner: bowls, plates, cups,
glasses, silverware and coffee cups. Assisting with drying and
putting away those items were: Linda Hasvold, Theresa Emigh,
Gladys Beck, Lori Meyer, and Mary Remmark. Cabinets,
counters, and drawers were wiped out/down. Coffee makers were
cleaned and tried out to check their functioning. We are so
thankful that these ladies were willing to spend their Saturday
morning in service to the St. John congregation. A special thank
you to Lois Lundberg for providing the ladies with a delicious
coffee cake for a much needed break during the clean-up
process. The kitchen is ready for use once the decision is made
to begin with coffee hour, funeral meals and other activities.

A sincere thank you to our St John family for
your thoughts & prayers for Marty’s mom &
dad. We also very much appreciate the
memorials & expressions of sympathy on his
mom’s passing.
Marty & Jan McDonald
We would like to thank everyone who sent cards and attended
our 60th anniversary open house. Also, thank you to Pastor Paul for
his special words and prayer during our celebration.
Ken and Barb Buchanan
Dear friends,
Thank you so much for the gift of $450.00 from your Mission
Globe offerings. What a blessing! We were able to put it into our
Student Assistant Fund at Garfield Elementary. With this money we
were ablke to purchase winter wear for several students and we
were also able to use some of it to help with cabbing one of our
students who was having trouble getting to school after being
placed in Foster Care. He was able to stay with us and continue to
feel safe and loved.
We appreciate your love and support and can feel your prayers!
Kristin Skogstad, Principal
and the Staff and 536 students at Garfield Elementary

Dear Members of St. John American Lutheran Church,
Thank you for your recent financial donation to Church on the
Street in the amount of $440.00. Your support makes is possible for
us to provide for the daily needs of those who are living with the
realities of food and housing insecurity in the City of Sioux Falls. We
are grateful for your partnership!
Pastor Rebel and Pastor Shelly

Monthly WELCA Bible studies
will recess until Fall. Watch for
future dates in the August
Newsletter.
We are updating our volunteer lists for the Funeral groups and are
in need of additional workers as well. Would you be willing to
provide baked goods, or a salad, and/or serve at funeral luncheons?
If you are willing and able to help serve or bake, please call Mary
Remmark at 334-1468. (Please leave message with your name and
phone number.) Thank you!!

St John Quilters meet each Wednesday morning
at 9:00 AM! We need your help! No sewing
experience necessary!
In June we continue to collect items for Baby Care Kits. With
rummage sales in full swing, please be on the lookout for the items
needed. Included in each kit is the following:
 2 lightweight cotton t-shirts (no Onesies)
 2 long or short- sleeved gowns or sleepers (without feet)
 2 receiving blankets, medium-weight cotton between 36”&
52” square. Or crocheted or knitted with lightweight yarn.
 4 cloth diapers, flat fold preferred
 1 jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with a hood, or include a
baby cap
 1 hand towel, dark color recommended
 2 or 3 bath-size bars of gentle soap, 8 to 9 oz., any brand,
in original wrapping
 2 diaper pins or large safety pins
Items for any of the kits can be left by the office door.
Since we resumed quilting together in person in March, we
have completed 54 quilts, including two for our High School
Seniors. We could always use slightly used or new sheets for the
backing for our quilts. Thank you for your continued support!

Barb Buchanan and Ann Mortenson
Co-Chairs of Mission Action Service Group.

SD Synodical Gathering of the
Women of the ELCA
An invitation to all women of St. John American Lutheran Church
This is a free event held at Brandon Lutheran Church
Speakers include:
Associate Bishop Renee Splichal Larson
Pastor Rebel Hurd and Pastor Siri Sorenson
There are a few options to participate:
In person: face masking and social distancing will be observed. A
limited number of women will be admitted, so you must
pre-register by emailing your name and church membership to:
clundeen@midco.net by June 24th.
Watch on livestream: Log in to brandonlutheran.org and click on
the “follow us” link. OR go to www.youtube and search for
Brandon Lutheran Church channel. The event will be available
live at 1:00 pm on June 25 and will then be uploaded to view
at a later day and time.
_______________________________________________

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS
Thank you to our confirmation class, their parents and leaders for
serving at The Banquet West on Wednesday, May 19th!
185 people were served a hot meal to go!

Come celebrate with us!
The deadline for the monthly Newsletter is 8:00
a.m. on the 20th of the preceding month. This month
it will be 8:00 a.m. Sunday, June 20th.

Open house for John McIntyre’s 90th birthday
Tuesday, June 29th (his actual birthday!)
2:00 to 5:00 in the Fellowship Hall

Our June Mission Globe gifts will
go to: Laundry with Love

What kind of socks does a gardener wear?
Garden hose.

😉

If you’re still reading, thank you! The month of May has brought
(mostly) good gardening weather, so many of the seeds & plants
are in—beans & beets, carrots & cucumbers, peppers & pumpkin,
and many more! Now we’re hoping for timely rain & sunshine.
Thanks to all of you who have provided planting, plants &
prayers. If anyone has an extra garden hose, we would appreciate
the donation. We ideally need 3 or 4.
A phrase in one of Sunday’s hymns caught my eye: “we (are) but
stewards of your bounty”. I think it’s a very fitting description of
our garden. We have much to share, and many with whom we can
share, in our Garfield neighborhood and beyond.
I so look forward to watching it grow…
Why didn’t anyone laugh at the gardener’s jokes?
Because they were too corny!
Jan McDonald
605-212-2769
jnmcdonald75@gmail.com

Laundry with Love is a ministry of Church On The
Street. Laundry with Love is held on the second and
fourth Tuesday of each month from 3-8pm at The
Laundromat Company located at 701 N. Cliff Ave.
We invite anyone who is in need to come and do up
to three loads of laundry for free. Quarters,
detergent, dryer sheets, bleach and stain spray are all provided.
We serve a meal while we are there so people don't have to choose
between feeding themselves or clean laundry. Clean laundry offers
a level of dignity that is often overlooked if you have a washer and
dryer in your home. We do our best to love people through
whatever they are going through, share the promise of the gospel,
and be the hands and feet of Christ in the laundromat.
You are welcome to make a contribution, above and beyond your
regular giving, in the globe at the back of the sanctuary or mail to
the church office. Please make checks payable to St. John Special
Funds. Thank you.

We will also be
collecting quarters
this month to use
when St. John
serves Laundry with
th
Love on July 13 . Please pick up a tube of Mini
M&M’s in the back of the Sanctuary to enjoy and
then refill that tube with quarters and return to the
church prior to July 13th. Thank you!

Project CAR Drivers Needed
You Are The Key!

From The Library
www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch
Summer is here! Masking rules are changing! The library if
full of good books! God is good!
I want to invite people of all ages to stop by the library to
browse through all the items we have. It has been a slow period of
checking out books. I hope it picks up now. If you have library
books or videos that are lying around your house, return them and
get some more. Reading is such a nice leisure activity. I do want
to encourage parents and grandparents to check out the children’s
collection. Reading with little ones is fun for you and them.
Thanks to all who have donated books to the church library
over the past year. Thanks Evie Wilkinson, your donations look
good. If you have recent books you would like to donate, drop
them off anytime. I have a few that I am still processing.
I read so many wonderful books during the pandemic.
Maeve Binchy has authored over twenty books. I recently read her
fiction book called A Week in Winter. This was a nice escape into a
fun and interesting book which intertwined many characters from
all walks of life. For various reasons, they all ended up at a newly
renovated old mansion (what we would call a bed and breakfast).
Set on the Irish seacoast, the visitors are warmly welcomed by the
new owners. Besides the delicious authentic food, and inviting
landscape, the fellowship among the guests soothes each of their
spirits. It is all so inviting, the reader wishes they could go there!
Books can take a person to many exciting places, and can
introduce them to wonderful new characters. I encourage you to
stop by the library and check it out!
Linda the Librarian,
Linda Weber

Volunteers are the key to independence
and quality of life for seniors.
Project CAR (Call A Ride) offers transportation to Sunday church
services, and other church functions, and medical appointments for
the elderly members of six different churches. This transportation is a
crucial element in their ability to remain connected to their church
and community. Project CAR provides vehicles, gas, etc. Please call
the Project CAR office (332-2777) for more information. Men,
women, retired, working, young, young at heart … We Need You!

AEFT or Online giving
AEFT, or Automated Electronic Funds Transfer, is available at St.
John. With this program, you can transfer money from your checking
or savings account once a month to St. John Lutheran’s General
Fund. If you are interested in using AEFT, please contact Joanne
Pesicka, church secretary, she will help you get it set up. You can
also make your contributions online using a link on our website or
Facebook page. Remember, we continue to do God’s work and pay
our bills even though we may not be worshipping in person.

Meals-On-Wheels 2021

 Third class mail cannot be forwarded. If you change your
address, let us know so you receive your next Newsletter. You
will also save the church the 62cost of address corrections.

St. John is responsible for Meals-on-Wheels
drivers and helpers every Tuesday. If you are
able to help out with this important community
activity, please call the church office. The meals
are picked up at Active Generations. Thank you!
Remember – you can sign up for just one
Tuesday if you wish. Any and all help is
needed and appreciated!

ST. JOHN GENERAL FUND – April 2021
Harley Shafer, Treasurer

Capital Fund Statement
Karen Scarborough, Treasurer
SAVINGS BALANCE April 1, 2021

$100,252.40

RECEIPTS
transferred cd from American State
Bank
Bank

BALANCE ON HAND

$107,364.43

Interest
TOTAL RECEIPTS

$107,364.43

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS
transferred to general fund checking

$10,000.00

transferred to checking for Mission Investment CD
TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS
SAVINGS BALANCE
CHECKING BALANCE

$125,000.00
$135,000.00

April 30, 2021

$72,616.83

April 1, 2021

4/1/2021

$

9,736.28

Total Receipts for Month

$

26,717.23

Total Cash on Hand

$

36,453.51

Less Expenditures for Month

$

(30,072.87)

From Capital Funds payable

$

10,000.00

$

16,380.64

BALANCE ON HAND

4/30/2021
Harley Shafer, Treasurer

$438.64

RECEIPTS
refund from equipment supplier for AV items
transferred from capital savings for CD

$1,435.62
$125,000.00

Interest

Our World Mission

$125,000.00

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS

Mission Investment Fund : 2.3% maturity 5/27
Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 10/15/21
TOTAL CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT

$1,874.47

$125,000.00
$56,240.21
$287,548.15

ANNUAL
BUDGET

1,805.00

$7,260.00

$ 21,700.00

23,879.28

88,226.10

296,174.00

Worship & Service

912.55

4,826.13

31,315.00

Our Church Home

3,476.04
__________

17,923.16
__________

47,350.00
__________

Total Expenditures

$ 30,072.87

$118,235.39

$396,539.00

$106,307.94

April 30, 2021

$362,039.45

-In memory of Eleanor Christopherson: $410-Capital
Fund; $25-Lutheran World Hunger; $25-Memorials &
Gifts Fund; $10-Mission Globe for NAMI; $2610-

PAYABLES
Transfers from General Funds (end of year)
Transfer from General Fund (year end) 2021

$33,000.00
$0.00

Transfers to General Fund 2021
TOTAL PAYABLES

(20,000,00)

General Fund
-In memory of John Severson: $60-Contingency Fund; $25-Memorials &
Gifts Fund;
-In memory of Pat McDonald: $25-Lutheran World Hunger

$13,000.00

DESIGNATED FUNDS
Stewardship use in memory of Delpha Dumke

$1,000.00

Elevator Funds for maintenance
Haase Nelson Memorial: Parish Nurse/COVID

$6,853.08
$18,324.26

Semmler Bequest: future Internship Programs
TOTAL DESIGNATED FUNDS

$31,066.27

TOTAL AVAILABLE CAPITAL FUNDS

$

Pastoral Ministry & Staff

$125,000.00

April 30, 2021

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT
Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 1/25/24

TOTAL CAPITAL FUNDS

THIS MONTH YEAR TO DATE
PAID
PAID

$126,435.83

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS
Mission Investment Fund 6 yr CD

CHECKING BALANCE

EXPENSES

$0.21

TOTAL RECEIPTS

April 30, 2021

Other Gifts:

$57,243.61
$291,795.84

$250-M.S. Youth Camp Trip; $30-St. Dysmas; $315-Mission Globe for
NAMI SD

