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Left to ourselves, we acquiesce to the general belief that 
things are bad and probably getting worse, and that there's 
nothing much we can do about it.  And we are wrong.  Our 
calling as people of faith is to live as resurrection people in 
between Easter and the final day, with our Christian life, as 
church and as individuals, in both worship and mission, as a 

sign of the first and a foretaste of the second, to live with 
hope by faith in the “already that’s still to come.” 

BY FAITH, LET US LIVE EASTER EVERY DAY! 

GATHERING MUSIC Amber Holtberg (8:30 a.m.) 
 Jane Kurth (10:30 a.m.) 
  

EASTER ACCLAMATION 
L Christ being raised from the dead will die no more;  

death has no more dominion over him.  (Romans 6.9) 
C Alleluia! 
L Christ being raised from the dead will die no more;  

death has no more dominion over him.  (Romans 6.9) 
C Alleluia! 
L Christ being raised from the dead will die no more;  

death has no more dominion over him.  (Romans 6.9) 
C Alleluia! 
L We are Easter People.  We have heard the news of 

Christ’s resurrection;  we have believed the witness of 
those who saw the empty tomb and touched the risen 
Savior.  He is risen! 

C He is risen, indeed!   
  

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  
 “Christ Is Alive!  Let Christians Sing” 

1. 
Christ is alive!  Let Christians sing.  The cross stands empty to 

the sky.  Let streets and homes with praises ring.  Love, 
drowned in death, shall never die. 

2. 
Christ is alive!  No longer bound to distant years in Palestine, 

but saving, healing, here and now, and touching every 
place and time. 

3. 
In every insult, rift, and war, where color, scorn, or wealth 

divide, Christ suffers still, yet loves the more, and lives, where 
even hope has died. 

4. 
Women and men, in age and  youth, con feel the Spirit, hear 

the call, and find the way, the life, the truth, revealed in 
Jesus, freed for all. 

5. 
Christ is a live, and comes to bring good news to this and 
every age, till earth and sky and ocean ring with joy, with 

justice, love, and praise. 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
L The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
C And also with you. 
L This is the feast of victory for our God!  Alleluia! 
  

HYMN OF PRAISE  
“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” 

1. 
At the Lamb’s high feast we sing  praise to our victorious 

King,  who has washed us in the tide  flowing from his 
wounded side.  Alleluia! 

2. 
Praise we Christ, whose love divine  gives his sacred blood 

for wine,  gives his body for the feast – Christ the victim, Christ 
the priest.  Alleluia! 

3. 
Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed,  paschal victim, 

paschal bread;  with sincerity and love  eat we manna from 
above.  Alleluia! 

4. 
Easter triumph, Easter joy,  this alone can sin destroy!  From 
sin’s power,  Lord, set us free,  newborn souls in you to be.  

Alleluia! 
  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
C God of glory, enable us worthily to reflect your great 

victory over sin and death in the way we live for you 
each day.  Fashion our lives in such a way that we 
become hymns of praise to you.  May our worship 



continue on Monday after Sunday, and may the songs 
that we sing with our lips be reflected in our lives;  
through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

  

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYER CONCERNS 
  

SCRIPTURES Acts 10.34-43 
 Psalm 118.1-2, 14-24 
 1 Corinthians 15.1-11 

  

HYMN OF THE WORD  
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  praise him, all 
creatures here below;  praise him above, ye heavenly host;  

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
  

GOSPEL Matthew 28.1-10  
SERMON Pastor Paul Matchan 
  

HYMN OF DAY  
“Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” 

1. 
Jesus Christ is risen today,  Alleluia!  Our triumphant holy day,  

Alleluia!  Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!  Suffer to 
redeem our loss.  Alleluia! 

2. 
Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!  Unto Christ, our 

heavenly King, Alleluia!  Who endured the cross and grave, 
Alleluia!  Sinners to redeem and save.  Alleluia! 

3. 
But the pains which he endured, Alleluia!  Our salvation have 

procured;  Alleluia!  Now above the sky he’s king, Alleluia!  
Where the angels ever sing.  Alleluia! 

4. 
Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!  Praise eternal as his 
love;  Alleluia!  Praise him, all you heavenly host, Alleluia!  

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia! 
  

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Romans 8.35-39) 
C Who will separate us from the love of Christ?  Will 

hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword?  No, in all these things we 
are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  For 
I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 

  

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
  

GREAT THANKSGIVING (Spoken) 
L The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
L Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
L Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
L O God most mighty, O God most merciful, O God our 

rock and our salvation, hear us as we praise, call us to 
your table, grant us your life. 

 When the world was a formless void, you formed order 
and beauty.  When Abraham and Sarah were barren, 
you sent them a child.  When the Israelites were 
enslaved, you led them to freedom.  Ruth faced 
starvation, David fought Goliath, and the psalmists cried 
out for healing, and full of compassion, you granted the 
people your life. 

 You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother.  He was 
born among the poor, he lived under oppression, he 
wept over the city.  With infinite love, he granted the 
people your life. 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus 
took bread, and gave thanks;  broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying:  Take and eat;  this is my body, given for 
you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and 
gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of 
me. 

 Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. 
C Amen. 
L Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. 
C Amen. 



L Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead 
Amen. 

C Amen. 
L O God, you are Breath:  send your Spirit on this meal.  O 

God, you are Bread:  feed us with yourself.  O God, you 
are Wine:  warm our hearts and make us one.  O God, 
you are Fire:  transform us with hope. 

 O God most majestic, O God our strength and our song, 
you show us a vision of a tree of life with fruits for all and 
leaves that heal the nations.  Grant us such life, the life of 
the Father to the Son, the life of the Spirit of our risen 
Savior, life in you, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us;  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

  

COMMUNION 
  

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
L The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 

you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen. 
  

POST-COMMUNION HYMN  
“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” 

1. 
Now all the vault of heaven resounds  in praise of love that 

still abounds;  “Christ has triumphed!  He is living!”  Sing, 
choirs of angels, loud and clear!  Repeat their songs of glory 
here:  “Christ has triumphed!  He is living!”  Alleluia, alleluia, 

alleluia! 
2. 

Eternal is the gift he brings, therefore our heart with rapture 
sings:  Christ has triumphed!  He is living!”  Now still he comes 
to give us life  and by his presence stills all strife.  “Christ has 

triumphed!  He is living!”  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
3. 

Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love;  set heart and will on 
things above  that we conquer through your triumph;  grant 
grace sufficient for life’s day  that by our lives we truly say:  

“Christ has triumphed!  He is living!”  Alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia! 

4. 
Adoring praises now we bring  and with the heavenly 

blessed sing:  “Christ has triumphed!  Alleluia!”  Be to the 
Father, and our Lord, to Spirit blest, most holy God,  all the 

glory, never ending!  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
  

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
C O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you 

thanks for sustaining us with the body and blood of your 
Son.  By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the 
world, that more and more we will give you praise and 
serve your earth and its many peoples, through Jesus 
Christ our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

  

BENEDICTION & DISMISSAL 
L May the God of Peace – who brought again from the 

dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of the 
sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant – 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight;  
through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. 

C Amen. 
L Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
  

RECESSIONAL HYMN  
 “Thine is the Glory” 

1. 
Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son;  endless is the 

victory  thou o’er death hast won!  Angels in bright raiment 
rolled the stone away,  kept the folded grave-clothes where 

the body lay.  Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son;  
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won! 

2. 
Lo, Jesus meets thee, risen from the tomb!  Lovingly he greets 
thee, scatters fear and gloom;  let his church with gladness  
hymns of triumph sing,  for the Lord now liveth;  death hath 

lost its sting!  Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son;  
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won! 



3. 

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life;  life is naught 
without thee;  aid us in our strife;  make us more than 
conquerors, through thy deathless love;  bring us safe 

through Jordan  to thy home above.  Thine is the glory, risen, 
conquering Son;  endless is the victory thou o’er  

death hast won! 

Offering you may have brought to further the work of the church 
through St. John may be left, upon your departure, in the offering 

plates at the back of the sanctuary.   

BLESSED EASTER TO YOU AND YOURS! 

To optimize the physical distancing necessitated by a still-dynamic 
pandemic and minimize everyone’s exposure to COVID19, please 

depart from worship from the back pew to the front.   
Your ushers will guide you.    

Easter Lilies 2021 

The Easter Lilies you see placed around St. John 
American Lutheran Church have been donated by the 
following members and friends of the congregation to help 
brighten our Easter worship services.  Thank you to all 
who have donated a plant this Easter season! 

John McIntyre in memory of MaryAnn McIntyre 

Kari Clark in memory of Sven Godwin 

Betty Wagner in memory of family 

Tom Wagner in memory of family 

Jay & Joanne Pesicka in memory of their parents, Jack &   
 Delores Pesicka and Wayne & Mary Grothe and sister,  
 Karen Grothe 

Cal & JoAnn Plienis in memory of John & Julia Moskal 
and Ed & Barbara Plienis 

Lee & Elisabeth Stadem in memory of her parents, 
Walter & Mabel Aamoth 

Lee & Elizabeth Stadem in memory of his parents, Alfred 
& Bergit Stadem 

Pastor Paul Matchan in memory of Jeff Okerlund 

Arnie & Elaine Wenbourne in memory of James 
Wenbourne, John Mehlhaff and Nicholas Combs 

Verna Spriggs in memory of Dwight & Ethel Wakeman 

Keith Rippe in memory of Chelsie Rippe 

Vince & Karen Brandts in honor of their grandchildren, 
Olivia, Owen & Josie 

You may take your flower home after the 2nd worship 
service on April 11th.  Please do not take the clear 

 plastic tray.   Thank you!


