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CONTINUING WEDNESDAYS IN LENT

The Seven Last Words of Jesus from the Cross
20 Minute Worship, 7:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m., & 5:30 p.m.

From Pastor Paul
It has been a number of years since Alan Alda, of “Mash” fame,
gave a Commencement Address at Princeton University. Much of
what he said that particular day, as it goes with so many
ceremonial addresses, was no doubt forgotten by many who heard
it by the time they’d left the auditorium, diplomas in hand, so
devoutly anticipating, so many of them, the post-graduation
party… All except Alda’s daughter, Pamela, who sat that day
among the ranks of Princeton’s graduates. Pamela wrote of the
day some years, remembering almost word for word what her Dad
seemed so determined to tell her, the theme of her father’s
address: “The Importance of Last Words.” Alda recounted how
many times in his life important things that needed to be said or
otherwise cried out to be spoken between he and others often
went unsaid until it was time to leave, time to say goodbye. Small
talk could amuse all afternoon, but when the afternoon was over
and the company was putting on their coats to go home, suddenly
people got serious about the serious business of life and spoke
from the heart those things they felt most deeply.
Alda spoke to his daughter’s class – spoke to his daughter – for
all of fifteen minutes, then looking across the sea of faces of
graduates of Princeton University that beautiful Spring day, he
fixed his eyes on the one face he’d been looking into for more than
twenty-two years, his daughter’s… and closed abruptly with four,
final, brief but heartfelt words, the most important words he’d
speak all day: “I love you, Pamela.”
So far as we know, Jesus wrote nothing. He is remembered for
what he did, and he is remembered for what he said. Jesus’ last
words from the cross have especially been a source of reflection,
challenge, and hope for the church. They contain the range of
human emotions and divine self-revelation: grief, compassion,
despair, physical need. But more than anything else they reveal
the breadth and depth of God’s great love. We do well to listen
and reflect upon all the words of Christ. Last words are often the
most important words.

In the St. John Sanctuary

Wednesday, February 17
“Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they
are doing.”
Wednesday, February 24
“Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
Wednesday, March 3
“Woman, here is your son. Here is your mother.”
Wednesday, March 10
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me.”
Wednesday, March 17
“I am thirsty”
Wednesday, March 24
“It is finished.”
GOOD FRIDAY, April 2
“Into your hands I commit my spirit.”

Saturday Worship at 5:30 p.m.
Sunday Worship at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Face Masks and Social Distancing required
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 4, 2021
OUTDOOR WORSHIP / WEATHER PERMITTING
ST. JOHN PARKING LOT / BYO LAWN CHAIR

After receiving permission from the
St. John health cabinet, we have
decided to start our monthly
Sunday WELCA Bible studies. We
will ask that you wear a mask, and
we will practice social distancing.
The dates for the Bible studies
(scheduled so far) are March 21, April 18, and May 16th. We will meet
after the 1st service at approximately 9:30 a.m. in the church library.
Please bring your Gather magazine as the Bible study in the magazine
will be used. Looking forward to once again gathering to study the
word of God together.

Endowment Fund Scholarships
St. John’s Endowment Fund has designated
some funds for scholarships for members of St. John
American Lutheran Church for the purpose of
attending higher education. The application forms
are available on the Welcome Center. Applications
must be returned to the church office no later than
May 31, 2021.

LWR (Lutheran World Relief)

Project CAR
St John Quilters will be meeting again starting
March 3rd at 9:00 AM Facemasks are required.
Also, during the month of March we will be collecting and putting
together Personal Care Kits. If you can contribute any of the
needed items, please drop off in the box next to the church office
door. Thank you!
Personal Care Kits:
Mild bath size bar soaps in the original wrapper
Sturdy combs
Nail clippers with or without files
Dark colored light weight bath towels
We are also always in need of sheets to use for the backing for
our quilts. Thank you for your continued support!

Barb Buchanan and Ann Mortenson
Co-Chairs of Mission Action Service Group.
WELCA has greeting cards for sale in the church office. There are
Thinking of you, Encouragement, Get Well, Sympathy and All Occasion
at $6.00 for a box of twelve cards. They also have a variety of single
cards for $.50 each, and pretty table napkins for $3.50 per package.

You Are The Key!
Project CAR has decided to open on a limited basis
for Sunday rides two Sundays per month, beginning in
March. We will offer ride spots on 3/7, 3/21, 4/3, and 4/17.
These spots will likely fill quickly based on our small number
of volunteer drivers currently. It will be a first-come-firstserved basis.
Volunteers are the key to independence
and quality of life for seniors.
Project CAR (Call A Ride) offers transportation to Sunday church
services, and other church functions, and medical appointments for
the elderly members of six different churches. This transportation is a
crucial element in their ability to remain connected to their church
and community. Project CAR provides vehicles, gas, etc. Please call
the Project CAR office (332-2777) for more information. Men,
women, retired, working, young, young at heart … We Need You!

Dear St. John Council and Congregation,
Thank you for your financial donation to
Journey of Hope. Please forgive me for being
unable to adequately express my words of
gratitude at the Annual Meeting. I was
awestruck by your generosity but then I know
you are such a giving and loving congregation that cares so deeply
for others. Your financial contribution will allow us to purchase
more bags and fill them with basic supplies to give to the homeless
or those needing an extra hand and to give them hope on their
journey.
It was an honor to serve in a leadership role at St. John the
past six years. My hope is you know how much I care about you
and I believe in you to spread the Good News of Christ to others,
for you are the hands and feet of Jesus. After months of being
apart, reuniting inside the walls of St. John might seem different,
however, our work of the Church has not changed. Go therefore,
St. John, be on a committee to serve others in a way you feel
comfortable or step out of your comfort zone, you may experience
unyielding joy by serving others in a different way. I know your
Council will be there to lead you and support you.
Peace - Joy - Love,
Kari Clark

Members of St. John,
Thank you for all your cards, phone calls, kind words and
prayers given to me at this time of loss. How nice of you and I do
appreciate your thoughtfulness.
My sister Betty was 87 years old, & I now have comfort in
looking at her framed baptismal certificate, dated 1933, when she
was 3 weeks old - - at St. John’s Lutheran in Emery, SD.

(thank you continued)…past, because of the COVID pandemic,
but we still managed to bring Christmas joy to hundreds of people!
Your donation continued bringing Christmas joy, as it was used to
buy food and supplies for families suffering from coronavirus, as
well as some additional toys and gifts for the children. It came at
the exact right time. The COVID pandemic was just beginning to
hit us hard here on the Rosebud. Your contribution meant that we
were able tod o as much of God’s work as possible for the people
of God here on the Rosebud. In other words, your donation gives
life to our peolple. As you know, in Lakota, there are two way to
say "thank“you”: Pilamayaye, which is “thank you” for some small
thing, such as opening a door for you: and Wopila, which is “thank
you from the heart,” and always involves God. To you, and on
behalf of the Sicangu Lakota Oyate, the people of the Rosebud
Reservation, I say Wopila! We wish you blessing in this holy
season of Epiphany!
The Rev. Dr. Lauren R. Stanley
Superintending Presbyter
Rosebud Episcopal Mission (West)

FEBRUARY STATS:

Families
Baptized Membership
Confirmed Membership
(Statistics as of 2/22/21)

FUNERALS
Dorothy Koepsell, February 20, 2021
Jeffrey Kroger, February 22, 2021
-In memory of Palmer Ericksen: $25-Lutheran World
Hunger
-In memory of Betty Anderson: $25-Lutheran World

Jeannette Stowsand

Dear Friends at St. John American Lutheran Church,
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord
Jesus Christ! As you can see, I am still catching up on the letters
for tax year 2020. So, this letter is to thank you so much for your
very generous $500 donation from your Special Funds for the
Rosebud Episcopal Mission Discretionary Fund. And it is to thank
you, again, for the great Christmas giveaway on December 5th here
on the Rosebud. That giveaway was done differently from years

362
661
534

Hunger
-In memory of Joni Carlson: $20-Memorials & Gifts
-In memory of Dorothy Koepsell: $10-Mission Globe-Lutherans Outdoors
In memory of Duane Hargens: $500-VBS

Other Gifts:
$30-St. Dysmas; $450-Mission Globe for January for Garfield Initiative

YOUR 2021 CHURCH COUNCIL

Easter Lilies
There is a sign-up sheet on the Welcome
Center for Easter Lilies to help decorate
the sanctuary and entryway. If you would
like to contribute and purchase a Lily,
please sign up or call the church office at
336-3253. Thank you.

Dennis Hansen, President
Duane Weisshaar, Vice-President
Amber DeVries, Secretary
Harley Shafer, Treasurer
Julie Lane, Education Chair
Lori Meyer, Fellowship Chair
Karen Scarborough, Finance Chair
Rodney Hughes, Outreach Chair
Marty McDonald, Properties Chair
Lance Jeschke, Public Relations Chair
Brenda Jones & Kathy Jones, Social Concerns Co-chairs

The deadline for the monthly Newsletter is 8:00
a.m. on the 20th of the preceding month. This month
it will be 8:00 a.m. Saturday, March 20th.

Dawn Peterson, Stewardship Chair
Karen Brandts, Visitation Chair
Polly Hooks, Worship & Music Chair
Tondi Sorenson, Youth Chair

Daylight Savings Time begins
Sunday, March 14th. Remember to set
your clocks ahead one hour when you
go to bed Saturday night.

St. John has a Facebook page
Check us out! Keep informed about
upcoming events, weekly bible verses,
special announcements, photos & more!
www.facebook.com/StJohnAmericanLutheranChurchSF

Thank you to the above volunteers for their commitment
to St. John American Lutheran Church!
Ask them how you can help!

THE ALTAR FLOWER CHART for 2021 is ready for you select a
date. If you wish to donate altar flowers for a
particular Sunday this year, please sign your name
and include your phone number next to that date.
Please, only one bouquet per Sunday. If you
wish to share a Sunday with someone who has
already signed up, you must check with them first to see if they
wish to share that Sunday. The Altar Guild will contact you prior to
your Sunday for details. The cost of a bouquet is $30.00 (includes
tax). Sign up poster is next to the Welcome Center. Thank you!

 Third class mail cannot be forwarded. If you change your
address, let us know so you receive your next Newsletter. You
will also save the church the 62cost of address corrections.

NAMI Family Support
Group is a peer-led support
group for family members,
caregivers and loved ones of individuals living with mental illness.
Gain insight from the challenges and successes of others facing similar
circumstances. NAMI’s Support Groups are unique because they follow
a structured model, ensuring everyone has an opportunity to be heard
and to get what they need.
 Free of cost to participants
 Designed for adult loved ones (18+) of individuals living with
mental illness
 Led by family members of individuals living with mental illness
 Meets the first Sunday of the month in the library 6-7:30 PM
 No specific medical therapy or medication is endorsed or
recommended
 Confidential

NAMI will not be meeting in person, however, we are having weekly
support group sessions each Sunday evening via Zoom. For more
information or register, visit https://namisouthdakota.org/.
For more information about the NAMI Family Support Group at St. John,
contact Kari Clark at 605-351-4785. We meet at St. John the first and
third Sunday of each month at 6:00 PM in the church library.

GIFT CARDS MAKE A GREAT GIFT!
Gift Cards for a number of local businesses/restaurants are
available for purchase weekdays in the church office. Gift Cards may
be purchased in varying denominations allowing you to purchase
merchandise at their respective businesses up to the face value of
each card. In most instances, Gift Cards purchased at St. John result
in a 5% profit from participating businesses to our St. John Youth to
help with summer camps and servant events.
THANK YOU FOR PURCHASING GIFT CARDS AT ST. JOHN.

AEFT or Online giving
AEFT, or Automated Electronic Funds Transfer, is available at St.
John. With this program, you can transfer money from your checking
or savings account once a month to St. John Lutheran’s General
Fund. If you are interested in using AEFT, please contact Joanne
Pesicka, church secretary, she will help you get it set up. You can
also make your contributions online using a link on our website or
Facebook page. Remember, we continue to do God’s work and pay
our bills even though we may not be worshipping in person.

Meals-On-Wheels 2021
St. John is responsible for Meals-on-Wheels
drivers and helpers every Tuesday. If you are
able to help out with this important community
activity, please call the church office. The meals
are picked up at Active Generations. Thank you!
Remember – you can sign up for just one
Tuesday if you wish. Any and all help is
needed and appreciated!

March Mission Globe
March mission globe gifts will go to Church on the
Street. They are in need of Men’s coats, hats,
mittens and hand warmers. Our gifts will help them
purchase what they need. Other items always
needed are umbrellas, underwear, shampoo and
backpacks. Let's reach out to those in need and
show love to our neighbors. You are welcome to
make a contribution, above and beyond your
regular giving, by mailing your check to the church
office or by placing in the globe at the back of the sanctuary.
Please make checks payable to St. John Special Funds. Thank you.

ST. JOHN GENERAL FUND – January 2021
Harley Shafer, Treasurer

From the Library
www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch
Blessings fellow St. John Friends! As we are beginning to
get our vaccinations for Covid 19, I hope more of you will be
attending church services and activities. While you are in the
building, don’t forget to stop by the library and check out some
materials. We have books for children, youth and young adults, as
well as fiction and non-fiction. There is also a selection of DVDs
and CDs,
I recently read Given Away by Kate Ann Kang. This
surprising find tells the story of a South Korean girl who was given
up for adoption to an American family from Minnesota when she
was 7 years old. She was old enough to remember many things,
but as she grew and became Americanized, her memories faded.
She grew to feel completely American. One day, she was contacted
by her older Korean brother. Through letters and phone calls, she
meets her Korean family. Her mother speaks some English.
Kate/Anne went to Korea to meet her birth family. She
spent several months there and learned about the culture and
family life that she had long ago forgotten. As she learned the
reason for being given away, she began to know her current self.
She discovered how much of her birth mother was in her. Her
wisdom gained from this relationship, helped her to appreciate her
adoptive family and the opportunities they provided for her.
This book was particularly meaningful to me, as I have a
grandson who was born Korean. He seems like an all American
boy, but I can see some aspects of Kate’s life in him. Jack came to
us when he was ten months old, so he has no memories of life
before adoption.
Spring is just around the corner. Thank God for all His
blessings as you enjoy His creation. Life is a precious thing!
Linda the Librarian (Linda Weber)

BALANCE ON HAND

1/1/2021

$

6,330.79

Total Receipts for Month

$

20,355.13

Total Cash on Hand

$

26,685.92

Less Expenditures for Month

$

(32,967.51)

From Capital Funds payable

$

10,000.00

$

3,718.41

BALANCE ON HAND

1/31/2021
Harley Shafer, Treasurer

EXPENSES
Our World Mission

THIS MONTH YEAR TO DATE
PAID
PAID
1,845.00

$1,845.00

$ 21,700.00

20,101.02

20,101.02

296,174.00

Worship & Service

2,218.13

2,218.13

31,315.00

Our Church Home

8,803.36
__________

8,803.36
__________

47,350.00
__________

Total Expenditures

$ 32,967.51

$32,967.51

$396,539.00

Pastoral Ministry & Staff

$

ANNUAL
BUDGET

OUR GIFTS FOR THE LORD AND HIS WORK – GENERAL FUND__
Offerings
Expenses
Difference
YTD Total (1/31)
$20,355.13
$(32,967.51)
$ (12,612.38)

Capital Fund Statement
Karen Scarborough, Treasurer
SAVINGS BALANCE January 1, 2021

$104,272.42

RECEIPTS
In memory of Joni Carlson

What are you giving up for Lent this year? A commonplace question,
with the answer usually involving an “extra”—something enjoyed, but
nothing we couldn’t live without. Chocolate. Coke. Coffee. Facebook.
And then we start counting. 37 days ‘til Hershey’s is back on the
menu. 17 days and I’ll be back, Starbucks! This season when we are
called to reflect on the meaning of Christ’s death and resurrection risks
becoming a deprivation countdown, a contest of whose longings and
cravings are more respected and spiritual. It’s not too late to consider
shifting gears, focusing on what we can GIVE AWAY, not what we’re
GIVING UP. Maybe we can change the world, one generous act at a
time.

●

●

●
●

●

●

Secretly clean your neighbor’s driveway and sidewalks when
that predictable March snowstorm hits.
Commit to a different way of spending for a few weeks. Long
ago, a wise friend shared this with me: Use it up. Wear it out.
Make it do, or do without. Use those dollars that might have
gone for a cute new pair of shoes to make a difference for
someone without any shoes.
Make this a season of “Yes”, where you say yes to any request
made of you (within reason). If a coworker asks you to do a
favor, if a friend asks for help moving, or if someone wants to
do a different activity, then say yes without complaint.
Apologize. Forgive. Offer a fresh start to an old relationship.
Think of those you know are lonely. They might be awkward,
mentally ill, hard to get along with or hard up. Give your real,
intentional time and attention to them, not just a few spare
minutes.
When you cook a meal, cook extra and safely share with an
elderly person living alone, or a caregiver with no extra time to
spend in the kitchen. (Think about their menu needs as you
plan your own.)
Follow through on the gift plans you’ve talked about but never
found time to make a reality. It might be something you can
do today, or maybe a planned gift as a part of your faith-based
legacy. Not measured against anyone’s ruler except your own.

During Lent, and throughout the year, your life can make a difference.

$1,000.00
$0.00

Interest

$0.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS

$1,070.00

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS
$0.00
TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS
SAVINGS BALANCE
CHECKING BALANCE

$0.00

January 31, 2021

$105,342.42

January 1, 2021

$438.85

RECEIPTS

Here are a few ideas to get started:
●

$70.00

Stewardship grant In memory of Delpha Dumke

Interest

$0.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS

$0.00

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS
$0.00
TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS
CHECKING BALANCE

$0.00

January 31, 2021

$438.85

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT
Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 1/25/24

$106,307.94

American State Bank; 2.7%; maturity 3/3/21
Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 10/15/21
TOTAL CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT

$105,476.33
$56,240.21

TOTAL CAPITAL FUNDS

$268,024.48

January 31, 2021

$373,805.75

PAYABLES
Transfers from General Funds (end of year)

$33,000.00

Transfer from General Fund (year end) 2021

$0.00

Transfers to General Fund 2021
TOTAL PAYABLES

$0.00
$33,000.00

DESIGNATED FUNDS
Stewardship use in memory of Delpha Dumke
Elevator Funds for maintenance

$1,000.00
$6,853.08

Haase Nelson Memorial: Parish Nurse/COVID

$18,324.26

Semmler Bequest: future Internship Programs

$31,066.27

TOTAL DESIGNATED FUNDS
TOTAL AVAILABLE CAPITAL FUNDS

$57,243.61
January 31, 2021

$283,562.14

5% of 2021 b udget
$19,826.95
St. John Policy #5: The Capital Funds Account shall maintain a minimum b alance amounting to 5% of the
annual congregational b udget. Any transfer of money from the Capital Fund to the General Fund shall have
Council approval.

