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IN-PERSON WORSHIP CONTINUES
AT ST. JOHN
In-person Sunday services will continue to be offered to St. John
friends and family. To reserve a spot for a Sunday worship for you
and your family while spots last, you must call the church office
(336-3253). We are limiting participants to 10 per service.
Six services will be offered each Sunday morning beginning at 8:45
am, and each service lasting no more than 20 minutes. Services
will be 45 minutes apart to allow time for sanitizing between
services and make it safer for those coming and going. All
participants will be required to wear facemasks, sanitize their
hands upon entering the building and social distance from the
other families and Pastor Paul.
Please participate in in-person worship with great care and
caution. While we shall take every measure to provide a COVIDsafe environment, including cancelling all in-person worship should
COVID numbers spike, nothing we do in any gathering will be failsafe. Please do not participate in in-person worship if you’ve had
any recent contact with anyone who has been sick with COVID 19
or are exhibiting any signs of illness (ie. fever, cough, tiredness,
aches & pains, sore throat, diarrhea, rash, shortness of breath.)
Please especially know that it’s perfectly understandable and
acceptable to refrain from any such gathering given all that we
have learned about COVID19.
We will continue to have a worship service posted online
every Sunday morning as well.

*******************************************************************************

NOTICE–ANNUAL MEETING–
SAVE THE DATE
JANUARY 31, 2021 – 12 noon
Our annual meeting will look a little
different this year. While we will
be able to meet in person, we have to limit the number in
attendance here in the church building to 30. You will
need a reservation. But, we will also be offering the
annual meeting via Zoom video & audio. In order to use
Zoom with video you will need to have internet access
and a device with a camera, but you can just phone in to
listen and speak without a camera device. Please call the
church office at 336-3253 or e-mail
stjohnlutheran1912@msn.com and let Joanne know how
you will be attending, either in person or via Zoom. A
quorum is still required, so please plan to attend in some
way. More information and Zoom instructions will be
published in the Annual Report that will be mailed out
prior to the meeting. Thank you!!
*******************************************************************************

FROM PASTOR PAUL
A Baptism story for the New Year to help us begin anew the
gift God gives in water and Word, to the end that we, all of us,
embrace the life God invites us to live into this day, with clean
slate in hand and absolution in heart, so making the new beginning
we all so devoutly desire, possible. Today, we do this, in God’s
grace, one day at a time; tomorrow, we can only live out when it
arrives, tomorrow. Because of Baptism, every day is a fresh start,
the chance of a lifetime to get up and do the next right thing,
whatever that might mean along the way. To be baptized is to live
“wet,” so to speak, to be without fear the child of God you were
made to be, no more, no less, NOT Superman, NOR Superwoman,
not loser, nor punk. Just you. You is good. You is enough. God
blesses the You, you are.
To make a short story, long… Little Natalie April Pesicka, six
months old, had just been baptized, her Baptism taking place in
candlelit sanctuary beneath St. John’s glorious Christmas tree this
Fourth Sunday in Advent, surrounded by everyone who loves her.
It was my duty and joy “as a called and ordained minister of the
Church of Christ” to declare to her the unconditional regard of God
– His promise made, His Word fleshed out in the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ.
The truth of it is that little Natalie brought nothing to the table,
nothing to the font. NONE OF US DO! Through Water and Word,
God gave Natalie everything she will ever need among other
earthly things – a loving mommy and daddy, adoring
grandparents, a safe home, good friends, good schools, good
government… but especially the promise that God will never turn
away, never leave her side, never NOT love her no matter what –
the promise that nothing, “not hardship, nor distress, nor
persecution, nor famine, nor nakedness, nor peril nor sword, nor
death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything
else in all creation…
will separate us from the love of God”
(Romans 8.31-38). That promise is everything. With this Word,
God creates everything created (John 1.1-14). With this Promise,
God creates and sustains faith (Romans 10.14-17). (Faith is not a
virtue. It is not something we muster. It’s sheer gift, created of
its source and wellspring, which is God’s Word made flesh.
“You are baptized,” I proclaimed, “in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” Then added, “Let your
light so shine before all people that they may see your good works
and give glory to your Father in heaven.” And little Natalie, 6
months old – YOU HAD TO HEAR IT TO BELIEVE IT; I PROMISE

(Pastor Paul cont…..)
YOU IT’S TRUE! – said, “Amen!” which, as everyone knows,
means, “Yes, it is as you say! Let it be so!”
New Day, New You. New Year, New Life… one-day-at-a-time.
Baptism isn’t merely the promise and assurance of God’s
unconditional regard, love, and mercy later, after you and I shuffle
off this mortal coil. It’s for this life, too. For us, for now, it’s for
this life particularly.
“What do you have to do to get somewhere
with God?” we wonder. “Absolutely nothing!” answers Jesus, on
our behalf. “I have done all,” says Christ. So what are we going
to do, today, now that we don’t have to do anything to arrive with
God? Let us get up in the forgiveness of our sins, in the mercy of
almighty God, and do the next right thing.
It doesn’t have to be perfect.
We weren’t created for
perfection. You were made to be you. I am made to be me. In
good faith, believing that God is trustworthy and true, let’s begin
every day, “In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.” It won’t be perfect. It will be honest. It will be
enough. God will smile on all of it.
“Amen!” said Natalie April. So say you.

Project CAR Drivers Needed
You Are The Key!
Volunteers are the key to independence
and quality of life for seniors.
Project CAR (Call A Ride) offers transportation to Sunday church
services, and other church functions, and medical appointments for
the elderly members of six different churches. This transportation is a
crucial element in their ability to remain connected to their church
and community. Project CAR provides vehicles, gas, etc. Please call
the Project CAR office (332-2777) for more information. Men,
women, retired, working, young, young at heart … We Need You!

DECEMBER STATS:

Families
Baptized Membership
Confirmed Membership
(Statistics as of 12/21/20)

363
663
536

BAPTISMS
Natalie April Pesicka, December 20, 2020
FUNERALS
Joanne (Joni) Carlson, November 29, 2020
Timothy Dean Janssen, December 13, 2020
-In memory of Eleanor Miller: $10-Mission Globe,
$175-Capital Fund, $25-General Fund
-In memory of Darrell Kryger: $100-Capital Fund
-In memory of Robert Shaff: $25-Education Designated, $25-Lutheran
World Hunger, $40-St. John Youth Group
-In memory of Joni Carlson: $10-Capital Fund

Other Gifts:
In honor of Brenda Jones -$50 General Fund;
In honor of Emily Jones - $50 General Fund;
$50-Choir Fund; $200-Rosebud Ministry

I want to send a note of thanks to the
quilting gals who made Christmas
Stockings for our Church on the Street
December Worship. We shared 175
stockings with folks whose Christmas might
have gone without a present. Of course,
this gave us an opportunity to share the true Christmas gift of
Jesus to 175 beloved children of God. Thank you for being the light
in the darkness. May 2021 be brighter, be healthier, be more
joyful, be full of celebration, and be filled with more opportunity to
share Christ.
Together in mission, Rebel Hurd
Pastor/Mission Developer/Coach
Church on the Street

(Thank yous cont.)……
St John Friends,
Thank you for your gifts to the November Mission Globe.
Journey of Hope was able to fill 25 bags with basic supplies to give
to those in need.
Best Regards,
Kari Clark and Darin Palmer
St John Friends,
Thank you for your generous donation of coats, toys, quilts,
loaves of bread and your financial contribution to Rosebud. Thank
you to John McIntyre, Marty and Jan McDonald, Cal Plienis, Darin
Palmer and Kari Clark for delivering the gifts to our sisters and
brothers at Rosebud Reservation. We are grateful for the beautiful
weather we had that day to be able to safely distribute the gifts
outside to the families in a drive-through setting.
God’s Work, Our Hands
Social Concerns Board
Thank you to Kari Clark for your faithful leadership these
past three years, but especially during the Covid crisis of 2020.
You went far above and beyond your role as Church Council
President and wore many hats to help St. John adapt to our new
world. Thank you to Jeff & Jane Nyhaug for your monthly help
throughout 2020 putting our Newsletter together and preparing it
for mailing, as well as so many other “little” things around the
church and office. Thank you Mary Johnson for helping staff the
office when I was away. Thank you Marv and Kerry Okrina for
putting up acrylic barriers in the office, for fixing broken windows,
painting, moving pianos and so much more. Thank you Wellness
Committee for your wisdom, guidance and many Zoom meetings!
Thank you to our Council for adjusting to virtual meetings and
projects to fit the unprecedented times of 2020. Thank you St.
John congregation for being patient and kind to me, and to each
other, during all the “chaos” of learning so many new things during
the pandemic. Thank you Pastor Paul for your leadership and for
all the extra work you so graciously performed throughout 2020.
Thank you all for your prayers for Jay and the Pesicka family.
May God continue to bless us in 2021!
Sincerely,
Joanne Pesicka

*************************************
Year End Contribution Statements
Help us save on postage expense. If you would like to have your
2020 Contribution Statement e-mailed to you, please call the
church office 336-3253. Thank you!

*************************************

The deadline for the monthly Newsletter is 8:00
a.m. on the 20th of the preceding month. This month
it will be 8:00 a.m. Wednesday, January 20th.

St. John has a Facebook page
Check us out! Keep informed about
upcoming events, weekly bible verses,
special announcements, photos & more!
www.facebook.com/StJohnAmericanLutheranChurchSF

AEFT or Online giving
AEFT, or Automated Electronic Funds Transfer, is available at St.
John. With this program, you can transfer money from your checking
or savings account once a month to St. John Lutheran’s General
Fund. If you are interested in using AEFT, please contact Joanne
Pesicka, church secretary, she will help you get it set up. You can
also make your contributions online using a link on our website or
Facebook page. Remember, we continue to do God’s work and pay
our bills even through a pandemic.

January Mission Globe
The January Mission Globe gifts will support the
Garfield Student Assistance Fund. This fund helps
students and families of Garfield Elementary
School. Items frequently needed are food and
coats. This fund helps give support to families who
are homeless, as well as children from Children's
Inn whose safety and security may change
overnight and are suddenly without the basic
necessities we all take for granted. It also gives
assistance to families in our Garfield neighborhood. You are
welcome to make a contribution, above and beyond your regular
giving, by mailing your check to the church office or by placing in
the globe at the back of the sanctuary. Please make checks
payable to St. John Special Funds. Thank you.

 Third class mail cannot be forwarded. If you change your

From the Library
www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch
We finally turned the calendar and are into 2021. Blessings
to each of you this year and always. There has not been much
activity in the library lately, but I know many of you will be
stopping by soon. Between the shut down and cold weather, it will
be the perfect time to check out a book or video.
It is not too late to read a Christmas book. Perhaps this is a
good time to read a non- fiction book. Check the catalog (listed
above) to find a topic that appeals to you. The non-fiction section
is on the west wall. They are listed by the dewy decimal system,
so all similar topics are shelved together.
The Nobles have, once again, donated a subscription to the
“Angels Among Us” magazines. Thank you! They have some “feel
good” articles that are just perfect for these times. They also
remind us that we can be angels to other people. Take the time to
think of ways to cheer others in your circle of friends and family.
The magazines are in a container on the fiction shelf. Check them
out by putting your name on the check out sheet in the container.
The most popular books checked out lately are by Karen
Kingsbury. She writes from a Christian perspective. The one I just
finished is On Every Side. A woman named Faith loses her job
because of standing up for her faith. She is reunited with her
childhood friend, Jordan, who is angry at God because of many
losses in his young life. They are on opposite sides of a court case
involving a religious statue in a city park. You can feel God’s love
as you see how he guides these characters.
I hope we get a chance to see each other very soon.
Meanwhile, stay busy and stay healthy. And don’t forget to stop by
and check it out!
Linda the Librarian (Linda Weber)

address, let us know so you receive your next Newsletter. You
will also save the church the 62cost of address corrections.

NAMI Family Support
Group is a peer-led support
group for family members,
caregivers and loved ones of individuals living with mental illness.
Gain insight from the challenges and successes of others facing similar
circumstances. NAMI’s Support Groups are unique because they follow
a structured model, ensuring everyone has an opportunity to be heard
and to get what they need.
 Free of cost to participants
 Designed for adult loved ones (18+) of individuals living with
mental illness
 Led by family members of individuals living with mental illness
 Meets the first Sunday of the month in the library 6-7:30 PM
 No specific medical therapy or medication is endorsed or
recommended
 Confidential

NAMI will not be meeting in person, however, we are having weekly
support group sessions each Sunday evening via Zoom. For more
information or register, visit https://namisouthdakota.org/.
For more information about the NAMI Family Support Group at St. John,
contact Kari Clark at 605-351-4785. We meet at St. John the first and
third Sunday of each month at 6:00 PM in the church library.

Please call the church office (336-3253) and give
Joanne your winter address so that you can
continue to receive your monthly Newsletter.
Just let her know when you are leaving and
when you will return home…she will do the
rest!

CAPITAL FUNDS
Karen Scarborough, Treasurer

ST. JOHN GENERAL FUND – November 2020

SAVINGS BALANCE

Nov. 1, 2020

$94,457.48

RECEIPTS

Harley Shafer, Treasurer

Interest

BALANCE ON HAND

11/1/2020

$

17,821.71

Total Receipts for Month

$

25,923.27

Total Cash on Hand

$

43,744.98

Less Expenditures for Month

$

(26,223.65)

From Capital Fund Payable

$

TOTAL RECEIPTS

$0.00

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS
transfer to special
checking
funds
for video
for COVID
equipment/pay$2,800.00
plexiglass barrier
TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS

$2,800.00

SAVINGS BALANCE Nov. 30, 2020

BALANCE ON HAND

11/30/2020

$

-

CHECKING BALANCE

$91,657.48

Nov. 1, 2020

$356.31

RECEIPTS
transferred from savings for worship equipment
$2,800.00

17,521.33

$0.00
Interest

Harley Shafer, Treasurer

$0.01

TOTAL RECEIPTS

$2,800.01

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS
B & H Photo

$2,217.47

Ryan McCormick (worship production pay)

EXPENSES

THIS MONTH YEAR TO DATE
PAID
PAID

$500.00

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS

ANNUAL
BUDGET

$2,717.47

CHECKING BALANCE Nov. 30, 2020

$438.85

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT

Our World Mission
Pastoral Ministry & Staff

$

1,805.00
20,781.64

$19,895.00
226,139.29

$ 21,700.00
291,839.00

Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 1/25/24

$103,413.78

American State Bank; 2.7%; maturity 3/3/21

$102,697.95

Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 10/15/21

$55,000.00

TOTAL CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT

Worship & Service

1,773.22

17,877.58

30,950.00

Our Church Home

1,863.79
__________

33,372.83
__________

50,850.00
__________

$261,111.73

TOTAL CAPITAL FUNDS

$353,208.06

PAYABLES
Transfers from General Funds (end of year)
Transfer from General Fund (year end) 2020

Total Expenditures

$ 26,223.65

$297,284.70

$395,339.00

Transfers to General Fund 2020

$32,000.00
$0.00
-$11,000.00

TOTAL PAYABLES

$21,000.00

DESIGNATED FUNDS
Elevator Funds for maintenance

OUR GIFTS FOR THE LORD AND HIS WORK – GENERAL FUND__
Offerings
Expenses
Difference
YTD Total (11/30)
$298,171.84 $(297,284.70)
$ 887.14

$6,853.08

Haase Nelson Memorial for Parish Nurse/COVID

$18,324.26

Semmler Bequest: future Internship Programs

$31,066.27

TOTAL DESIGNATED FUNDS
TOTAL AVAILABLE CAPITAL FUNDS

$56,243.61
Nov. 30, 2020

$275,964.45

5% of 2020 b udget
$19,766.95
St. John Policy #5: The Capital Funds Account shall maintain a minimum balance amounting to 5% of the annual
congregational budget. Any transfer of money from the Capital Fund to the General Fund shall have Council approval.

