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ADVENT & CHRISTMAS WORSHIP AT 

ST. JOHN  
 

In-person Sunday Advent & Christmas Eve services will be 

available to St. John friends for the Advent and Christmas Seasons 

beginning Sunday, December 6.      

 

To reserve a spot for a Sunday worship for you and your 

family while spots last, please call the church office (336-3253) on 

Monday and Tuesday before Sunday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

 

Seven services will be offered each Sunday morning, each service 

allowing for up to 10 participants, and each service lasting no more 

than 15 minutes.  All participants will be required to wear 

facemasks, sanitize their hands upon entering the building and  

social distance from other families and Pastor Paul.    

 

Reservations for Christmas Eve worship & Communion can be 

made beginning Monday, December 21,  

as long as spots are available.     

  

Please participate in in-person worship with great care and 

caution.  While we shall take every measure to provide a COVID-

safe environment, including cancelling all in-person worship should 

COVID numbers spike, nothing we do in any gathering will be fail-

safe.  Please do not participate in in-person worship if you’ve had 

any recent contact with anyone who has been sick with COVID 19 

or are exhibiting any signs of illness (ie. fever, cough, tiredness, 

aches & pains, sore throat, diarrhea, rash, shortness of breath.)  

  

Please especially know that it’s perfectly understandable and 

acceptable to refrain from any such gathering given all that we 

have learned about COVID19.    

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

FROM PASTOR PAUL 

I’ve already been playing Christmas music in my office for 

weeks.  Christmas has always helped me.  It makes feel better, 

helps me keep things in perspective;  it kindles awe, enables 

humility, engenders gratitude, and gives rise to something near a 

genuine peace, leaving me with a lump in the throat, a quiet smile, 

a whispered Amen;  it makes me better. 

These darker days of 2020, I especially know I need this, 

want this – to be better.  Our long season of Covid has left me 

feeling sad, out-of-touch, distanced, distracted, alone, numb.  

We’ve been far from our best for months of imposed isolation, 

even those of us who haven’t fallen ill;  we’re prickly, impatient, 

depressed, easily angered;  we fight over whether we should have 

to wear face-masks for crying out loud! – as if it’s a big deal to 

have to do this or anything else for some greater good.   

Somehow, this awful year, as a light shines most brightly at 

the darkest hour, Christmas coming helps me all the more, makes 

me feel even better still.  Somehow, I need it all the more, wish for 

it with all my heart.  People, past years, have only always been 

quick to grumble about how Christmas should not be brought up 

from the basement until after Thanksgiving.  I could have brought 

it up last March, in June, in August…  That Absolute God whom one 

should think is perfectly free to roam the universe at will doing 

with eternity whatever He darn well pleases deigns to come into 

our darkness and dwell with us in human flesh lifts my heart, gives 

me hope, helps me, better days anyway, to be more trusting, more 

at peace, and maybe more human. 

I like what Christmas does for me.  Perhaps you like what 

you’ve noticed it does for you, too.  Advent whispers, you begin to 

think of others, brothers and sisters far, far beyond one’s kin.  You 

give gifts to folks you just walked past, unnoticed, on the street in 

July – food to the hungry, coats and mittens for the cold, shelter to 

the homeless, toys to children whose parents are strapped.  You 

greet people with a wink and a smile you might not have otherwise 

given the time of day, thereby humanizing them.  You squeeze 

hands.  You give hugs.  Easily.  You write letters, visit folks who 

are shut in.  You suspend with incredulity and believe in the 

goodness of man.  Seeing isn’t, any longer, believing when 

Christmas comes, but the other way around:  Believing is seeing.   

Believing that God is nigh, you begin to see God’s kingdom of 

peace breaking in all around you.  Everything good is possible.  

Resurrection comes into view.  Hope abounds.   

It couldn’t have come sooner.  May it live in us by faith 

every new day of every New Year, one-year-at-a-time, beginning 

in 2021.  No, beginning right now.    



God’s Work, Our Hands 
St. John is still collecting NEW toys (please do not 

wrap), NEW warm winter wear and Blankets for children 
and adults who live on the Rosebud Reservation. Gifts may 
be left at the church during regular office hours through 
Friday, December 4th.  We are unable to accept any used 
clothing, coats or toys this year.  Financial gifts will be 
accepted and used to purchase items.  Please make checks 
payable to St. John Special Funds and designate “Rosebud” 
on the memo line.  There will not be a Christmas Party at 
Rosebud this year due to the pandemic, but we have a group 
ready to deliver your donated items on December 5th. This 
project is sponsored by our Social Concerns Board.   

Thank you! 
____________________________________________________ 

 

Greetings, friends, 

Project CAR is urgently needing volunteer drivers.   I 

would appreciate your assistance! 

  

Dr. Christopher Montgomery 

Managing Director, Project CAR 

ProjectCarSF.org, 605-332-2777 

Facebook.com/ProjectCarSF 

Mobility – Independence – Quality of Life 

 

 

Please call the church office (336-3253) and give 

Joanne your winter address so that you can 

continue to receive your monthly Newsletter.  

Just let her know when you are leaving and 

when you will return home…she will do the 

rest! 
 

 

 

 

 

 
******************************************************************************* 

NOTICE–ANNUAL MEETING–SAVE THE DATE 

JANUARY 31, 2021 – 12 noon 

Our annual meeting will look a little different this year.  

While we hope to be able to meet in person, we have to 

limit the number in attendance here in the church 

building.  We will also be offering the annual meeting via 

Zoom video & audio.  In order to use Zoom, you need to 

have internet access and a device with a camera, or a 

smart phone to download this app.  We have folks ready 

to help you get it set up.  Please call the church office at 

336-3253 or e-mail stjohnlutheran1912@msn.com and 

let Joanne know if you will be able to attend, either in 

person or via Zoom.  We will need your e-mail address if 

you are going to attend via Zoom.  A quorum is still 

required, so please plan to attend in some way.  More 

information and Zoom instructions will be forthcoming 

and maybe some practice meetings to help make the 

Annual Meeting a success.   This is new to all of us, so 

patience is a virtue!  Thank you!! 
******************************************************************************* 

 
 

mailto:stjohnlutheran1912@msn.com


We would like to say “Thank You” for your participation in 

this year’s ‘Trunk or Treat’. Whether you participated with a candy 

donation, decorated a vehicle, or took the time to bring down your 

little ones, we would like to say a heartfelt “Thank You”. We had 

wonderful community participation this year. We estimate we 

handed out approximately 3,800 pieces of candy and had between 

400-450 young people.  We had a great vehicle turn out with eight 

(8) vehicles decorated for the festivities. We had Witches, 

Skeletons, Orange Spiders, Pumpkins, Finding Nemo and Hippies! 

We asked the community trick or treaters to vote on their favorite 

decorated trunk... and the winner of the new St. John ‘Trunk or 

Treat’ traveling trophy was Lily Becker & Matt Pesicka with their 

“Finding Nemo” decorated trunk. We would like say a special 

‘Thank You’ to some of you for donating to this years’ Trunk or 

Treat; Kathy & Brenda Jones, Vince & Karen Brandts and Jan & 

Marty McDonald just to name a few. We hope you are all staying 

safe and keeping your neighbors and friends in your prayers. It’s 

important in these times to take a couple of minutes out of our 

busy week and check up on our friends and family that may not be 

able to get out, so take that time today to tell them you are 

thinking of them. 

God Bless - your St. John Outreach team. 

 

 
          Matt Pesicka & Lily Becker 

 
 

Trunk or Treat participants:  Darin Palmer & Kari Clark; JoAnn Plienis 

& daughters; Greg & Dean Noble; Sarah Jorgensen; Debra & Rod 

Hughes, Joanne Pesicka and Russel & Chelsey Hughes 

 

     

           

 



GIFT CARDS MAKE A GREAT 

CHRISTMAS GIFT! 
 Gift Cards for a number of local businesses/restaurants are 
available for purchase weekdays in the church office.  Gift Cards may 
be purchased in varying denominations allowing you to purchase 
merchandise at their respective businesses up to the face value of 
each card.  In most instances, Gift Cards purchased at St. John result 
in a 5% profit from participating businesses to our St. John Youth to 
help with summer camps and servant events. 
 

THANK YOU FOR PURCHASING GIFT CARDS AT ST. JOHN. 

 
 

NOVEMBER STATS:     Families        364 
                                                Baptized Membership          664 

                                               Confirmed Membership       538 
 

                                                         (Statistics as of 11/24/20) 

 

FUNERALS 

 Rodney Smart, Sr., November 9, 2020 

 Darrell Kryger, November 10, 2020 

 Robert Shaff, November 28, 2020 
 

 

 
-In memory of Evelyn Weidenbach: $25-Lutheran World 

Hunger 

-In memory of Verna Menard: $1000-Memorials & Gifts  

-In memory of Eleanor Miller: $400-Lutheran World Hunger 

-In memory of Duane Hargens: $25-Lutheran World Hunger 

-In memory of Jeff Okerlund: $25-Lutheran World Hunger; $200-Rosebud 

Ministry 

-In memory of Don Christensen: $260 Quilt makers 

 

Other Gifts:    

In honor of Pastor Paul: -$50 Banquet 
Gifts for Rosebud Christmas: $250;  
$210-Mission Globe for Journey of Hope bags 

 

 

  Third class mail cannot be forwarded.  If you change your 
address, let us know so you receive your next Newsletter.  You 
will also save the church the 62cost of address corrections. 

 
 

NAMI Family Support 
Group is a peer-led support 
group for family members, 

caregivers and loved ones of individuals living with mental illness.  
  

Gain insight from the challenges and successes of others facing similar 
circumstances. NAMI’s Support Groups are unique because they follow 
a structured model, ensuring everyone has an opportunity to be heard  
and to get what they need.  

 Free of cost to participants 

 Designed for adult loved ones (18+) of individuals living with 
mental illness 

 Led by family members of individuals living with mental illness  
 Meets the first Sunday of the month in the library 6-7:30 PM  
 No specific medical therapy or medication is endorsed or 

recommended 
 Confidential  

  

NAMI will not be meeting in person, however, we are having weekly 
support group sessions each Sunday evening via Zoom. For more 
information or register, visit https://namisouthdakota.org/. 
For more information about the NAMI Family Support Group at St. John, 
contact Kari Clark at 605-351-4785.  We meet at St. John the first and 
third Sunday of each month at 6:00 PM in the church library. 

 

 
Finance Books Close on December 31st: 

 

 

In order to be included on your 2020 giving, 

your gifts must be received by noon on 

Wednesday, December 30th.  Thank you. 
 

 

 

https://namisouthdakota.org/


High and Middle School News 
 

Thank you to Tanner, Ashlynn, Harper, Tondi, Timothy, 

Pastor Paul, Kira, Ashton, and Isabella for helping with 

“Rake the Town”.  We accomplished a lot and got 10 yards 

completed.  Thanks to Becky and Landan for going around 

and collecting all the bags and bringing them back to 

church.  Thanks to Darin and Kari for helping with leaf 

disposable. 
 

Thanks to Nancy, Tondi, Julie, Becky, Kaylie, Kerry, Marv, 

Timothy, Mya, Julie, Hailey and Jean for helping with the 

rummage sale. With the pandemic the rummage sale was 

held later and outside, but we had good weather with a 

small amount of wind.  Thank you everyone that donated 

items and for those that came to shop. 
 

High and Middle School Youth Events: 
This is going to look a lot different, we are usually really 

busy, we really are missing the servant projects. 
 

Saturday, December 5th:  Weisser Distribution – 8:00 

a.m. to Noon, looking for 6 volunteers interested.  Let me 

know if you can help. 
 

Belva Kurtz | Youth & Family Ministry Director 
p. 605.214-7539 Call | Text    e. bkurtz@vastbb.net 

 

 

 

Annual Reports 
 

 All written reports for the Annual Report are due into 

the church office by December 9th.  Please e-mail 

your report to: stjohnlutheran1912@msn.com 
  

 

LWR (Lutheran World Relief) 
 

St John Quilters will not be meeting until we have 

church inside again.  
Through December we are collecting several items to complete any 

one of the kits we send to Lutheran World relief. 

For Layettes: 

     Mild bath size bar soaps in the original wrapper,      

     Hand towels (dark colors preferred) 

     Diapers, (flat fold preferred) 

     Light weight jackets with hoods or include a cap (size new born 

to two years) 

Health Kits: 

      Mild bath size bar soaps in the original wrapper 

      Sturdy combs 

      Nail clippers with or without files 

School Kits: 

FOUR 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper, 8” x 10 

½”; no loose leaf paper 

ONE 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side 

and inches on the other 

ONE pencil sharpener 

ONE pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel 

blades work well) 

FIVE unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; 

FIVE black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); 

ONE box of 16 or 24 crayons 

ONE 2 ½” eraser 
 

     We are also always in need of sheets to use for the backing for 

our quilts.  The quilters will meet again when it is safe to do 

so. Thank you for your continued support and we hope to see you 

soon! 

                                  Barb Buchanan and Ann Mortenson 

                           Co-Chairs of Mission Action Service Group. 
 

 

WELCA has Christmas cards and Napkins for sale in the church office!  
There are also Thinking of you, Encouragement, Get Well, Sympathy, 
and Birthday at $6.00 for a box of twelve cards. Pretty table napkins for 
$3.50 per package. 
 

 

mailto:bkurtz@vastbb.net
mailto:stjohnlutheran1912@msn.com


   ♫   ♫        “Music Notes”    ♫   ♫    
 

Hello, St. John!  I hope you are all doing well.  I miss seeing all of 

you and am looking forward to a BETTER 2021!  I'd like to thank 

members of the Bell Choir for volunteering to practice twice in 

September.  We were able to social distance and record 5 songs (2 

for Christmas), and I'm so happy we were able to do so!  Thanks 

to Jarid and Annika Kvale, Jane and Adam Nyhaug, Joanne Pesicka, 

and Greg Noble for playing.  I'd also like to thank Jane Nyhaug for 

sewing us the most awesome music-themed matching masks!  

When we are able to practice again, they will be distributed to our 

bell choir members.  Finally, I'd like to thank Felicia Fitzgerald for 

her donation to our choir fund.  It will fun a song for either the Bell 

Choir or Adult Choir.  Wishing you and yours a blessed Advent and 

Christmas season!   

     Sarah Jo Jorgensen 

     Director of Choirs 

 
 

 

The deadline for the monthly Newsletter is 8:00 

a.m. on the 20th of the preceding month. This month 

it will be 8:00 a.m. Sunday, December 20th.  

 

 
  

       St. John has a Facebook page  

Check us out!  Keep informed about 
upcoming events, weekly bible verses, 

special announcements, photos & more! 

www.facebook.com/StJohnAmericanLutheranChurchSF 
 

 

AEFT or Online giving 
 AEFT, or Automated Electronic Funds Transfer, is available at St. 
John.  With this program, you can transfer money from your checking 
or savings account once a month to St. John Lutheran’s General 
Fund.  If you are interested in using AEFT, please contact Joanne in 
the church office, she will help you get it set up.  You can also make 
your contributions online using a link on our website or Facebook 
page.  Remember, we continue to do God’s work and pay our bills 
even though we may not be worshipping in person.   

 
 

Calling all Sunday School families!!!! 
We would like you to record two songs with your Sunday 

School kids for special music during our December worship 

videos.  Please participate by recording your child(ren) singing 

the first verse of "Silent Night" and "Go, Tell It on the 

Mountain".  Send the video to Ryan McCormick by Sunday 

Dec. 6th @ ryan.youthdirector@gmail.com 

and he will compile them for special music in December. 
 

Here’s the words to use: 
 

Silent night, holy night, 
All is calm, all is bright. 

Round yon virgin, mother and child. 
Holy infant, so tender and mild. 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

******** 
Go, tell it on the mountain, 

over the hills and everywhere. 

Go, tell it on the mountain 

that Jesus Christ is born. 

While shepherds kept their watching 

over silent flocks by night, 

behold throughout the heavens, 

there shone a holy light. 

Go, tell it on the mountain, 

over the hills and everywhere. 
Go, tell it on the mountain 

that Jesus Christ is born. 

Thanks for participating and have a blessed Christmas! 

http://www.facebook.com/StJohnAmericanLutheranChurchSF
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From the Library 
www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch 

 The St. John Library continues to be open for material 

check out whenever the church office is open. (Be sure to call 

ahead) Feel free to check out books and videos by signing the 

library card inside the front (or back) cover. Place the card in the 

box on the desk by the computer.  Return the materials in the drop 

box outside the library by the church mailboxes. 

 I wish you all a very Merry Christmas! There are many 

library books with a Christmas theme.  They can be easily located 

by looking for the Christmas tree sticker on the spine. Many 

children’s Christmas books are available, as well as fiction, and 

some non-fiction. We have some Christmas cookbooks and DVDs 

with Christmas themes. 

 Thank you to Dean and Greg Noble for donating Guideposts 

The Joys of Christmas. This magazine contains short stories and 

recipes for the holidays. Thanks to everyone else who has donated 

books. Many are on the shelf and some were passed on to the 

youth’s rummage sale. 

 My most recent read is Heartland by Sarah Smarsh. It is a 

memoir of working hard and being broke in the richest country on 

earth.  Smarsh grew up poor in Kansas.  She analyzes how this 

affects many aspects of life, besides just income. It affects, health, 

life expectancy, marriage and divirce, teen pregnancy, bullying, 

education, alcoholism, self worth, and much much more. She was 

able to pull herself out of poverty, but is saddened by how many 

families never do.  

Be sure to stop by the library and check it out! Stay well.  

Keep on reading. Check out some videos! Have a blessed 

Christmas. I hope to see you soon. 

   Linda the Librarian,  Linda Weber 
 

 

 

 

“Happy holidays,” we say.  But, says author, poet, and 

pastor, Gary Westgard, Christmas isn’t a holiday.  One 

flees the everyday in pursuit of a holiday.  Always, you 

have to leave home to “get there.”  Christmas moves in 

exactly the opposite direction.  In Christmas, God comes 

to us;  God made himself known to Mary & Joseph 

where they lived and worked every day.  We do not go to 

God;  God gets to us.  This is the meaning of incarnation.  

This is the meaning of Christmas.    

 

So please, let’s this Christmas be sure to look for God 

where God wants first to be found – around your kitchen 

table, in your living room, amid the familiar and ordinary 

and everyday.  Stand in awe at his presence in all the 

usual places, hoping against all hope that from this 

moment on, you might be able actually to recognize him 

in all the ordinary places forever after. 

 

Please, look for God where God deigns to dwell this 

Advent and Christmas.  Find him in the familiarity of 

your own abode.  Even more, for all the COVID of this 

Christmastime, find him in the safety of your abode.  Do 

it to honor the Christ-event.  Do it without guilt for not 

having run off to find him anywhere else, including 

church.  Sit by the tree.  Read the Christmas Story from 

the Gospel of Luke.  Light a candle to remember Christ’s 

Presence in your midst, at your table, in your living 

room.  Say your prayers, confident that Jesus is as near as 

your next breath, believing that one may actually draw 

nearer the living Christ in the comfort of one’s own 

kitchen than the asp of the Sistine Chapel. 

http://www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch


Thanks for your prayers, cards, and calls 

during my recent illness. We are so blessed 

by the love of St John. Looking forward to the 

time when we can meet together safely.                                 

                                     Steve Matson  

 

Thank you everyone for the prayers and well 

wishes during my illness.  I continue to keep recovering.  I 

miss going to church and seeing everyone. 

     Pat Buechler 

 

Thank you all, our church friends for all the visits, cards & calkls 

during the 15 months Don was in and out of hospitals & rehab 

centers.  Thank you Pastor Paul & Rebel for always being there for 

our whole family.  I missed a lot of church, but am looking forward 

to being in church when we get back to normal.  The memorials 

are going to Humane Society for Animal food and to the church 

quilters.  I miss all of you.    

     With much love & thanks, 

      Ethel Christensen 

 

ST. JOHN GENERAL FUND – October 2020 
Harley Shafer, Treasurer 

BALANCE ON HAND 10/1/2020 22,720.77$          

Total Receipts for Month 21,248.28$          

Total Cash on Hand 43,969.05$          

Less Expenditures for Month (26,147.34)$        

From Capital Fund Payable -$                    

BALANCE ON HAND 10/31/2020 17,821.71$          

Harley Shafer, Treasurer  
 
 

EXPENSES THIS MONTH YEAR TO DATE ANNUAL 
  PAID PAID BUDGET 

 
Our World Mission $   1,805.00   $18,090.00  $ 21,700.00 
Pastoral Ministry & Staff 19,883.81 205,357.65 291,839.00 
Worship & Service 1,279.55 16,104.36 30,950.00 
Our Church Home 3,178.98 31,509.04 50,850.00 
 

Total Expenditures $ 26,147.34 $271,061.06 $395,339.00 

 

$95,380.07

RECEIPTS

Memory of Eleanor Miller $75.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS $75.00

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS

transfer to special funds for COVID plexiglass barrier$1,000.00

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS $1,000.00

SAVINGS BALANCE Oct. 31, 2020 $94,455.07

CHECKING BALANCE $356.31

RECEIPTS

$0.00

 Interest $0.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS $0.00

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS

$0.00

$0.00

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS $0.00

CHECKING BALANCE Oct. 31, 2020 $356.31

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT

Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 1/25/24 $103,413.78

American State Bank; 2.7%; maturity 3/3/21 $102,697.95

Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 10/15/21 $55,000.00

TOTAL CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT $261,111.73

TOTAL CAPITAL FUNDS Oct. 31, 2020 $355,923.11

PAYABLES

Transfers from General Funds (end of year) $32,000.00

Transfer from General Fund (year end) 2020 $0.00

 Transfers to General Fund 2020 -$11,000.00

TOTAL PAYABLES $21,000.00

DESIGNATED FUNDS

     Elevator Funds for maintenance $6,853.08

     Haase Nelson Memorial for Parish Nurse/COVID $18,324.26

     Semmler Bequest: future Internship Programs $31,066.27

TOTAL DESIGNATED FUNDS $56,243.61

$278,679.50

St. John Policy #5: The Capital Funds Account shall maintain a minimum balance amounting to 5% of the annual

congregational budget.  Any transfer of money from the Capital Fund to the General Fund shall have Council approval.

TOTAL AVAILABLE CAPITAL FUNDS

5% of 2020 budget 

Oct. 31,  2020

Karen Scarborough, Treasurer

SAVINGS BALANCE Oct. 1, 2020

 


