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As of print time of this Newsletter, no decision had been
made regarding in-person worship in November. Please
watch your e-mail inbox, our website or Facebook page
for details as they become available. As always, there
will be a message and worship service available online
every Sunday morning.

TRUNK OR TREAT!
Saturday, Oct. 31st
4-6 pm
All St. John members are invited
to participate by decorating your
vehicle or coming to trick or treat!
We will use as much of the
parking lot as necessary to social
distance. Only individually wrapped candy will be allowed to be
handed out. Please sign up on our website through the link
provided, or simply call the church office and let Joanne know.
This event is sponsored by St. John Outreach Board.
Hope to see you there!

NOTICE OF SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2020 AT 12
NOON IN THE CHURCH PARKING LOT
A meeting will be held to vote on adopting the following
Resolution to our current Constitution. This resolution has been
approved and is recommended by our church council.
Authorization of Congregation Meetings by Electronic Means
Resolution: Be it resolved that St. John American Lutheran
Church amend their Constitution, Bylaws, and Continuing
Resolutions by addition of C10.08 to the Constitution, stating:
C10.08. This congregation may hold meetings by remote
communication, including electronically and by telephone
conference, as long as there is an opportunity for simultaneous
aural communication. To the extent permitted by state law, notice
of all meetings may be provided electronically.
You must be physically present to vote. The resolution should be
moved, seconded and discussion allowed. The resolution needs a
simple majority of the vote to be adopted.
If passed this will allow us to have our Annual Meeting, and other
meetings, in person as well as electronically when not possible to
meet in person. This resolution was drafted by the ELCA.
No other matters will be discussed at this special meeting.

Daylight Savings Time ends
Sunday, November 1st.
Remember to set your clocks back
one hour when you turn in on
Saturday night October 31st.

Further instructions as to how meeting will be handled in the
parking lot will be forthcoming in announcements and worship
videos. A sign-in sheet will be passed to each vehicle. If you
could please bring your own pen or pencil would be greatly
appreciated. Plan to social distance in the parking lot by leaving
an empty space between vehicles. Please wear a face mask when
outside of your vehicle.

FROM PASTOR PAUL
Since arriving in Sioux Falls twenty-four years ago, I have
preached at the funerals of 348 members and friends of St. John,
presided over 80-some additional rites. Twelve years in parish
ministry prior, there were other funerals, each ride to some
windswept cemetery leaving indelibly in my memory a name:
Orlando Stoen, Irene Sommervold, Ilith Knutson, Art Winter, Corey
Lee Ostrem, Hoppy Weeks, Sid Norin, Ernie Reelfs, Jeff Kumm…
For some time now I can no longer walkthrough any cemetery
within a 15 mile radius of Sioux Falls without passing by the grave
of someone I knew, someone I cared about, often someone I
loved, more often still, someone I think about and miss more than
anyone reading this can possibly know. Starting out in parish
ministry, you bury members. Not long after you begin to bury
friends. Not long after that it’s dear friends. Again and again, by
and by.
My word, the past twelve months alone: Ed Ahlquist, Don
Christensen, Patsy Flansburg, Sven Godwin, Fred & Donna Gorwill,
Eugene Grocott, Joyce Haase Nelson, June Johnson, Hilda Langley,
Ron Jacobson, Simone Lembcke, Norma Matthies, Olive McCain,
Verna Menard, Stephen Salmon, Norma Sandhurst, Darlene Smart,
Melroy Steckelberg, Carrie Symes… I can take you to the exact
spot each is buried.
Except at Table with Christ in Holy Communion, I can think
of no other place than “my many cemeteries” to become one with
the whole company of saints, heaven here intruding upon earth, to
remember God’s love, God’s heartfelt tears for all of God’s people
from the beginning of time, but especially from the beginning of
my time. In church we’re just a small section of glorious choir
caught up in a magnificent host, all singing the mighty refrain:
“And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn: ‘Holy, holy, holy
Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory! Alleluia!’”
There is no place in the world like the Communion table
and the cemetery – where we become one with all the company of
Christ. Here, all variables seem to vanish and we become one with
one another in the body of Christ. Here time itself becomes dim
and meaningless, and in a timeless moment we join the
triumphant company of heaven to become the magnificent family
of faith which death itself cannot disturb.
If you’re looking, you’ll find me walking across our City’s
cemeteries the weekend of All Saints Sunday, the first Sunday in
November – just like every other All Saints Sunday I can
remember for a very long time. Feel free to meet me there, where

(Pastor Paul continued)……..you and yours shall likely gather, too,
to remember someone dear, someone you miss with all your heart.
I’d welcome the opportunity to say a prayer with you and would be
grateful to share with you Holy Communion. I’ll be at Hills of Rest
Cemetery Saturday, October 31, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.,
Woodlawn Cemetery, Sunday, November 1, from 1:00 to 3:00
p.m., and Mount Pleasant Cemetery, November 1, from 3:00 to
4:00 p.m. Call me to let me know when you’ll be doing your
visiting so I’ll be sure to find you.
God bless your memories. God keep all our hearts united,
both saints on earth and saints in light, through our faith in Jesus,
whose resurrection is our heartfelt hope.

FOR ALL THE SAINTS
Patsy Flansburg
Norma Matthies
Eugene Thomas Grocott
Fred Gorwill
Norma Sandhurst
Olive McCain
Donna Gorwill
Sven Godwin
June Johnson
Joyce Haase Nelson
Hilda Langley
Don Christensen
Darlene Smart
Simone Lembcke
Verna Menard
Carrie Symes
Melroy Steckelberg
Stephen Salmon
Edwin Ahlquist
Ronald Jacobson

October 4, 2019
November 10, 2019
November 24, 2019
January 12, 2020
January 12, 2020
February 7, 2020
February 9, 2020
February 19, 2020
February 20, 2020
March 18, 2020
March 26, 2020
March 31, 2020
April 29, 2020
May 13, 2020
June 8, 2020
July 2, 2020
August 8, 2020
August 11, 2020
August 19, 2020
September 10, 2020

How they live on, now, in some more perfect peace. They loved
us. They made us laugh. We ate together, worshipped together.
We believed because they believed. They believed in us. With
confidence, we leaned on them. Together, we believed in God.
Rest, dear friends. Peace.

NAMI Family Support
Group is a peer-led support
group for family members,
caregivers and loved ones of individuals living with mental illness.

🎵Come, you thankful people, come; Raise the song of harvest
home.
All is safely gathered in, Ere the winter storms begin.🎵
The harvest is done, the produce has been distributed, and the soil
is tilled. As much as Nancy and I hate to see the growing season
come to an end, it’s good to put the garden to
bed for the winter.
We’re already thinking about next spring, though. 👩🏼🌾👩🏼🌾
We’d love to have more gardeners join us, newbies or experts of
all ages. Give me a call or send me an email if you’re interested.
So, we move from “Friluftsliv” to “Hygge”. Happy Thanksgiving!
Jan McDonald. (605) 212-2769
jnmcdonald75@gmail.com

Please call the church office (336-3253) and give
Joanne your winter address so that you can
continue to receive your monthly Newsletter.
Just let her know when you are leaving and
when you will return home…she will do the
rest!

Gain insight from the challenges and successes of others facing similar
circumstances. NAMI’s Support Groups are unique because they follow
a structured model, ensuring everyone has an opportunity to be heard
and to get what they need.
 Free of cost to participants
 Designed for adult loved ones (18+) of individuals living with
mental illness
 Led by family members of individuals living with mental illness
 Meets the first Sunday of the month in the library 6-7:30 PM
 No specific medical therapy or medication is endorsed or
recommended
 Confidential

NAMI will not be meeting in person, however, we are having weekly
support group sessions each Sunday evening via Zoom. For more
information or register, visit https://namisouthdakota.org/.
For more information about the NAMI Family Support Group at St. John,
contact Kari Clark at 605-351-4785. We meet at St. John the first and
third Sunday of each month at 6:00 PM in the church library.

"And now we thank you, our God, and
praise your glorious name."
1 Chronicles 29:13
Gift Cards for a number of local businesses/restaurants are
available for purchase in the office during normal business hours.
Gift Cards may be purchased in varying denominations allowing you
to purchase merchandise at their respective businesses up to the
face value of each card. In most instances, Gift Cards purchased at
St. John result in a 5% profit from participating businesses to our St.
John Youth to help with summer camps and servant events.
THANK YOU FOR PURCHASING GIFT CARDS AT ST. JOHN.

The deadline for the monthly Newsletter is 8:00
a.m. on the 20th of the preceding month. This month
it will be 8:00 a.m. Friday, November 20th.

God’s Work, Our Hands
St. John will be collecting NEW toys (please do not wrap),
NEW warm winter wear and Blankets for children and
adults who live on the Rosebud Reservation. Gifts may be
left at the church during regular office hours. We are unable
to accept any used clothing, coats or toys this year. For
those unable or unwilling to shop, financial gifts will be
accepted and used to purchase items. Please make checks
payable to St. John Special Funds and designate “Rosebud”
on the memo line. There will not be a Christmas Party at
Rosebud this year, but we will deliver donated items in early
December. This project is sponsored by our Social Concerns
Board. Please contact Ryan McCormick if you have any
questions. Thank you!

Just a friendly reminder to call the
church office when you have
moved or are about to move! We
had to spend just over $10.00 this
month in returned mail!
Thank you!

St. John has a Facebook page
Check us out! Keep informed about
upcoming events, weekly bible verses,
special announcements, photos & more!
www.facebook.com/StJohnAmericanLutheranChurchSF

AEFT or Online giving
AEFT, or Automated Electronic Funds Transfer, is available at St.
John. With this program, you can transfer money from your checking
or savings account once a month to St. John Lutheran’s General
Fund. If you are interested in using AEFT, please contact Joanne
Pesicka, church secretary, she will help you get it set up. You can
also make your contributions online using a link on our website or
Facebook page. Remember, we continue to do God’s work and pay
our bills even though we may not be worshipping in person.

Meals-On-Wheels 2020
St. John is responsible for Meals-on-Wheels
drivers and helpers every Tuesday. If you are
able to help out with this important community
activity, please call the church office or use the
sign-up sheets at the Welcome Center (east
entry of church). The meals are picked up at
Active Generations. Thank you!
Remember – you can sign up for just one Tuesday if you
wish. Any and all help is needed and appreciated!

Greetings, friends,
Project CAR is urgently needing volunteer drivers.
I would appreciate your assistance!
Dr. Christopher Montgomery
Managing Director, Project CAR
ProjectCarSF.org, 605-332-2777
Facebook.com/ProjectCarSF
Mobility – Independence – Quality of Life

LWR (Lutheran World Relief)
St John Quilters will not be meeting until we have
church inside again.
October thru December we are collecting several items to complete
any one of the kits we send to Lutheran World relief.
For Layettes:
Mild bath size bar soaps in the original wrapper,
Hand towels (dark colors preferred)
Diapers, (flat fold preferred)
Light weight jackets with hoods or include a cap (size new born
to two years)
Health Kits:
Mild bath size bar soaps in the original wrapper
Sturdy combs
Nail clippers with or without files
School Kits:
FOUR 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper, 8” x 10
½”; no loose leaf paper
ONE 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side
and inches on the other
ONE pencil sharpener
ONE pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel
blades work well)
FIVE unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers;
FIVE black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink);
ONE box of 16 or 24 crayons
ONE 2 ½” eraser
We are also always in need of sheets to use for the backing for
our quilts. The quilters will meet again when it is safe to do
so. Thank you for your continued support and we hope to see you
soon!

Barb Buchanan and Ann Mortenson
Co-Chairs of Mission Action Service Group.

"Let them give thanks to the Lord for his
unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for
mankind, for he satisfies the thirsty and fills the
hungry with good things." Psalm 107:8-9

WELCA has greeting cards for sale in the church office. There are
Thinking of you, Encouragement, Get Well, Sympathy, Thanksgiving,
Christmas and All Occasion at $6.00 for a box of twelve cards. They also
have a variety of single cards for $.50 each, and pretty table napkins for
$3.50 per package.

From the Library
www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch
Greetings from us in the library. I miss seeing each of you
and discussing books and other reading materials. I hope you are
getting a chance to check out some materials when you come to
the church for various reasons. I keep praying that the Covid 19
vaccine will be approved soon and we can get on with a more
normal life
I just finished reading another New York Times Bestseller
called The Kitchen House. The author is Kathleen Grissom. It is an
historical novel set on a tobacco plantation in Virginia at the turn of
the nineteenth century. This book intertwines the stories of Lavinia
and Belle and all the heartbreak they and their families each
endure. One woman is half black and one is white. I am always
amazed at how the slave owners treat their “property”, but in this
book, one learns that at certain times, they treat their own family
with disdain. The back of the book describes it as a “heartbreaking
and ultimately hopeful story of class, race, dignity, deep-buried
secrets, and familial bonds.
St. John also has another book by Kathleen Grissom called
Glory Over Everything. It also is about the black/white conflict in
the 1800’s. I have not read it yet, but, if it is anything like this
one, it is sure to be another page turner.
Be sure to stop by the library and check it out! Stay well.
Keep on reading. Check out some videos!
Linda the Librarian,
Linda Weber

 Third class mail cannot be forwarded. If you change your
address, let us know so you receive your next Newsletter. You
will also save the church the 62cost of address corrections.

"Rejoice always, pray without ceasing,
give thanks in all circumstances; for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you."
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Thank you to Jan McDonald and Nancy Plienis
and Mark and Marty and everyone else
involved with the St. John Garden. It has
been such a treat to come home from
outdoor services with fresh garden veggies
and herbs. Thank you for planting, weeding,
harvesting, packaging, and tilling the
beautiful garden. God bless!
Thank you to Ryan McCormick for preparing the videos so
we can participate in worship services with St. John during this
Covid pandemic. It must be a lot of work, but we appreciate it
more than can be expressed. Blessings to you!

ST. JOHN GENERAL FUND – September 2020

Capital Fund Statement

Harley Shafer, Treasurer

Karen Scarborough, Treasurer
SAVINGS BALANCE

BALANCE ON HAND

9/1/2020

$

20,696.38

Total Receipts for Month

$

29,491.29

Total Cash on Hand

$

50,187.67

Less Expenditures for Month

$

(27,466.90)

From Capital Fund Payable
BALANCE ON HAND

$

9/30/2020

$

$95,777.66

Memory of Melroy Steckelberg

$100.00

Interest

$2.41

TOTAL RECEIPTS

$102.41

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS
transfer to special funds for COVID supplies

$500.00

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS
SAVINGS BALANCE

22,720.77

Sept. 1, 2020

RECEIPTS

CHECKING BALANCE

$500.00

Sept. 30, 2020

$95,380.07

Sept. 30, 2020

$356.31

RECEIPTS
$0.00

Harley Shafer, Treasurer
Interest

$0.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS

$0.00

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS
$0.00
$0.00

EXPENSES
Our World Mission
Pastoral Ministry & Staff

THIS MONTH YEAR TO DATE
PAID
PAID
$

ANNUAL
BUDGET

1,805.00

$16,285.00

$ 21,700.00

21,112.50

185,473.84

291,839.00

Worship & Service

1,858.51

14,824.81

30,950.00

Our Church Home

2,690.89
__________

28,330.06
__________

50,850.00
__________

$ 27,466.90

$244,913.71

$395,339.00

Total Expenditures

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS
CHECKING BALANCE

$0.00

Sept. 30, 2020

$356.31

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT
Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 1/25/24

$102,842.18

American State Bank; 2.7%; maturity 3/3/21

$102,697.95

Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 10/15/21

$55,000.00

TOTAL CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT
TOTAL CAPITAL FUNDS

$260,540.13
Sept. 30, 2020

$356,276.51

PAYABLES
Transfers from General Funds (end of year)
Transfers to General Fund 2020

$32,000.00
-$11,000.00

TOTAL PAYABLES

$21,000.00

DESIGNATED FUNDS
Elevator Funds for maintenance

OUR GIFTS FOR THE LORD AND HIS WORK – GENERAL FUND__
Offerings
Expenses
Difference
YTD Total (9/30)
$251,000.29 $(244,913.71)
$6,086.58

$6,853.08

Haase Nelson Memorial for Parish Nurse/COVID

$19,324.26

Semmler Bequest: future Internship Programs

$31,066.27

TOTAL DESIGNATED FUNDS
TOTAL AVAILABLE CAPITAL FUNDS

$57,243.61
$278,032.90

5% of 2020 b udget
St. John Policy #5: The Capital Funds Account shall maintain a minimum balance amounting to 5% of the annual congregational
budget. Any transfer of money from the Capital Fund to the General Fund shall have Council approval.

