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Two Stories from Pastor Paul 

 

COVID has been no stranger to a number of congregations, 

nationwide, which, too soon, opened the doors to constituents 

who, chomping at the bit for some semblance of normalcy during a 

time that is anything but normal, concluded it was an infringement 

upon precious rights for leadership of any stripe to restrict 

congregate interaction.  Trading faith for foolhardiness, reason for 

magical conclusions, they’d convinced themselves they knew 

better than anyone else, under the circumstances, “What Jesus 

Would Do,” so they shepherded the sheep into the closer confines 

of their ill-ventilated sanctuaries for business as usual, 

notwithstanding the CDC’s alarm.  The Great Shepherd of the 

sheep would want them to do this, after all, and would shield the 

flock from a threat that had already been realized by folks who had 

been tempted to gather for events they thought important - 

concerts, sports events, frat parties, NASCAR, campaign events, 

bike rallies… 

The danger in this isn’t, of course, the arrogance of thinking 

one knows more than God, but that one can know what God knows 

at all – what God wants, what God must be thinking in the secret 

council of God’s heart.  God is God, and we’re not, after all. There’s 

no changing this, no knowing God anywhere God doesn’t want to 

be known, try as hard as we may to level the playing field.   

A young soldier was traveling through the country when he 

stopped to rest his horse.  Walking the animal through a nearby 

village, he spied a house with a wooden fence.  On the fence were 

nearly forty small chalk circles and right in the center of each was 

an arrow.  What amazing accuracy, the soldier thought as he 

examined the marksmanship.  There isn’t a single shot that hasn’t 

hit the bullseye.  The soldier set out to find the one who possessed 

such skill.  He was told that the marksman was actually a ten-

year-old.   

“Who taught you to shoot like that?” the soldier asked.   

“I taught myself,” the boy replied. 

“To what do you attribute your astonishing skill?” 

 “It’s actually pretty easy,” said the boy.  “First, I shoot an 
arrow at a wall or fence;  then I take a piece of chalk and draw a 

circle around it.”   

 

(Pastor Paul continued)…..When shooting arrows and deciding next 

steps in a safe transition to indoor worship, one ought not presume 

to know what God knows.  One may, however, want to consult 

with experts, trusting that God gives some among us particular 

gifts and insights to help with particular situations.  You may want 

to consult with me per a particular passage in the Gospel of John.  

I’m supposed to know something about John, after all.  You will not 

need my opinion to fix your brakes or flush out your antifreeze.  

Four years in a seminary, and I still can’t distinguish an air filter 

from a dipstick. 

While we should take care to not draw chalk circles around our 

particular opinions just because they’re ours or the opinions of 

someone with whom we can easily agree, we should, perhaps, also 

be wary of the approbation that may come our way when we weigh 

in on complex matters, especially matters even a smidge beyond 

our paygrade.  Another story comes to mind. 

The Bear was proud of his ability to dance.  One day he tried a 

new step.  After a short rehearsal, he performed for the Monkey, 

asking, “What do you think of my new dance?” 

The Monkey was quick with his review:  “It is very, very bad.  

Awful.  You shouldn’t dance!  Ever!” 

“You’re very cruel,” said the Bear, sadly.  “I’ve only been 

practicing a couple of hours.  Don’t you at least like the way I 

swing my arms?” 

The Pig, who had been listening to the conversation, 

interrupted, “Bravo!  You’re amazing!  I have never seen a finer 

dancer.” 

The Bear immediately reconsidered the Monkey’s words.  “I 

must practice and study more before I perform again,” he thought.  

“I felt bad when the Monkey criticized me, but I must not be good 

if the Pig praises me.”  Bad enough if a wise man disapproves.  If a 

fool applauds, it’s much worse.   

 

Where our approach to all things COVID is concerned, it might 

even be fatal.  We dare not discount the science. 

 

INDOOR WORSHIP BEGINS THE 1ST WEEKEND IN OCTOBER 

Saturday & Sunday, October 4 & 5 

 

SAFETY FIRST 

RIGHTS ASSUME RESPONSIBILITIES.  THE TWO GO  

HAND-IN-HAND. 

Especially, rights do not trump responsibilities in the  

Kingdom of Christ. 



(Pastor Paul continued)….. “If anyone wishes to follow me, he must 

deny himself, and take up his cross and follow me.”  - Jesus 

(Matthew 16.24) 

“So the last shall be first and the first  last.”  - Jesus (Matthew 

20.16) 

Faith is not much concerned with doctrine, power, or privilege, but 

service to others  – service to the point of  sacrifice. 

 

1. We will worship in three shifts, using three services.  Service 

times remain on Saturday, 5:30 p.m., and Sunday, 9:30 and 

11:00 a.m.  No more than 50 may worship at any one service.  

Worshipers will be seated on a first-come, first-seated basis 

(up to 50).  This will allow worshipers the physical distancing 

necessary to a safe assembly.  We have had no more than 50 

worshipers at any of our outdoor services since July so the 

restriction should cause no friction.  Should attendance try the 

limits of any particular service, we’ll either   1.) Begin taking 

reservations, or   2) Add a worship service or services, 

whichever strategy is most convenient for the body. 

2. Because its surfaces are more conducive to cleanliness and its 

space ventilated better than other spaces indoors, including St. 

John’s sanctuary, we will begin with indoor worship in St. 

John’s fellowship hall.  To facilitate and assure physical 

distancing, worshipers are asked to assume seating as 

configured in the space.  Please do not rearrange seats.   

3. Everyone entering the church will be required to wear a 

facemask.  Face masks will be available for everyone  

forgetting to bring one.  Hand sanitation will be available at the 

entryway of the building and in every room.   

4. Sunday school and confirmation instruction will run between 

services in St. John’s education wing;  Sunday school upstairs 

and confirmation downstairs.  There will be no 

Coffee/Fellowship Hour.  The worship space / Fellowship Hall 

will be sanitized between Sunday services.   

5. Should anyone who has tested positive for COVID19 have 

happened through any of St. John’s public gatherings while 

they are contagious, the membership will be notified and all 

public gatherings subsequent to the exposure will be cancelled 

for 14 days.   

 

 

 

 

HELP IS ALWAYS NEEDED: 

To facilitate a safe transition to indoor worship and to maintain 

the level of safety due our siblings in Christ, your congregation will 

be needing a lot of help.  Especially needed are ushers, door 

openers/greeters at entryways, and folks to help disinfect worship 

and learning spaces immediately following assemblies.  Please call 

Pastor Paul if you’re able to help with any of these things.  Ideas 

you may have to make St. John’s life together as safe as it may 

possibly be are always welcome.    

 
 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

BEGINS! 
October 4th 

Ages 3 years - 5th grade. 

Use the west stairway and head upstairs 

directly to your classroom. There will be no 

opening worship or singing.  Offering will be 

taken in your classroom. Start time is 10:20 

a.m. and end time is 10:50 a.m.  

Come for worship at 9:30 or stay after for 

the 11:00 service! 
 

 
 

Christmas Wreaths, Swags & Crosses for sale.  

Proceeds benefit the St. John Youth Group.  There 

is an order form on the Welcome Center or talk to 

one of our youth or Belva Kurtz!  Deadline is 

October 18th. Thank you! 

 



 

 
 

HARVEST:   Gather, reap, pick, collect...and share! 
 

What started as a “What if we planted a garden by the church 

garage?” turned into a “Why not?  Let’s give it a try.”  I have no 

idea how many pounds of produce came from that plot of ground, 

but both Nancy & I have been pleasantly surprised,  

to say the least! 
 

We’ll continue harvesting as long as possible.  Then Mark & Marty 

plan to till in some compost & peat moss to prep the soil for next 

Spring.  We’ve decided that this is an experiment worth repeating.  

😊 
 

While we celebrate the actual harvest this time of year, we 

experience the spirit of harvest each day.  Thanks to everyone who 

had a part in making the garden come to life.  
 

HARVEST:   “God’s provision for us & God’s blessing for others” 
 

Jan McDonald. (605) 212-2769 

jnmcdonald75@gmail.com 

   

 

 

 

 

 
 

St. John serves the evening meal at The 

Banquet downtown on Friday, October 

23, 2020.  The Banquet is located on 

the corner of East 8th Street and 

Indiana Avenue.  St. John must 

supply 5 to 7 volunteers at 2:00 PM 

to prepare the food, and 30-35 

volunteers at 5:15 PM to serve.  In 

compliance with the CDC guidelines,  

they are keeping the building clean and 

sanitized.  They also provide masks and 

gloves for volunteers, and have several 

precautions in place to protect volunteers, guests, and staff.   

Volunteers are wearing gloves and masks.  Currently, they are 

serving meals "to go" at the door, behind a plastic shield, providing 

a Contact Free experience for their guests. Please sign up to help 

on our website or simply call the church office and let Joanne know 

that you can help out.  Come, greet our Banquet guests and share 

in the serving.  Thank you! 
 

 

 

 

Rite of Confirmation 
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

Reformation Sunday, October 25, 11:00 a.m. 
 

Having been instructed in the Christian faith, the following 

desire to make public affirmation of their Baptism and 

assume greater responsibility in the life of our Christian 

community and its mission in the world. 
 

Kira Davis & Sophie Spier 
 

CONGRATULATIONS & GOD BLESS! 
 

 

 

 

mailto:jnmcdonald75@gmail.com


 
 

 

The deadline for the monthly Newsletter is 8:00 

a.m. on the 20th of the preceding month. This month 

it will be 8:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 20th.  
 

 

 

From Intern Pastor Rebel 
Dear St. John, 

     Thank you. I felt so much love last weekend with you. You are 

such a wonderful congregation! Jeff, Maisie, and I loved your 

drive-by parade too; I haven’t laughed and smiled that much in a 

long time. It was great! You certainly woke up my quiet 

neighborhood. 

     Thank you also for the beautiful gifts. The cross necklace and 

the Irish sending poem are beautiful. The cards you showered me 

with were all so heartwarming. 

A special thank you to the quilters for the beautiful pieced pillow. I 

love it! 

     Finally, your actions in my send-off were a sermon in 

themselves. They said, “Go. Spread. The Gospel." And, let me just 

say, “That was a helpful sermon.” 

     May the Lord bless you and keep you all! 

                                                                 Rebel 
 

 

 
  

       St. John has a Facebook page  
Check us out!  Keep informed about 

upcoming events, weekly bible verses, 

special announcements, photos & more! 

www.facebook.com/StJohnAmericanLutheranChurchSF 
 

 

 

Daylight Savings Time ends 

Sunday, November 1st.  

Remember to set your clocks back 

one hour when you turn in on 

Saturday night October 31st. 

 
 

 

 

 

 AEFT or Online giving available 
 AEFT, or Automated Electronic Funds Transfer, is a program that 
is available at St. John.  With this program, you can transfer money 
from your checking or savings account once a month to St. John 
Lutheran’s General Fund.  This tool can also help keep you on track 
for your yearly financial commitments.  If you are interested in using 
AEFT, please contact Joanne Pesicka, church secretary.  She will 
help you get it set up.  You may also simply donate by clicking on the 
“Help Us Grow Through Online Giving” button on the homepage of 
our website. www.stjohnlutheran.net  
 
 
 
 

 
Meals-On-Wheels 2020 

St. John is responsible for Meals-on-Wheels 
drivers and helpers every Tuesday.  If you are 
able to help out with this important community 
activity, please use the sign-up sheets at the 
Welcome Center (east entry of church).  The 
meals are picked up at the Center for Active 
Generations.  Thank you! 

 

Remember – you can sign up for just one Tuesday if you 
wish.  Any and all help is needed and appreciated! 

 
 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/StJohnAmericanLutheranChurchSF
http://www.stjohnlutheran.net/


TRUNK OR TREAT! 

Saturday, Oct. 31st 

***4-6 pm*** 

St. John Lutheran 

Parking Lot 
We would like all St. John 

members to participate by 

decorating your car trunk!  We will use as much of the parking 

lot as necessary to social distance.  Only individually wrapped 

candy will be allowed to be handed out.  Masks are required 

while handing out candy.  Something new and fun this year is 

that our guests will be able to vote on the best decorated 

vehicle and the winner will receive a travelling trophy to be 

handed back next year and given out again!  We need to know 

how many cars will be present so voting cards and numbers 

can be made ahead of time.  Please sign up on our website 

through the Signup Genius link, or simply call the church office 

and let Joanne know.  If for some reason you cannot make it 

after you have signed up, please let us know that, too. This 

event is sponsored by St. John Outreach Board.   

Hope to see you there! 
 

 
 

Project CAR Drivers Needed  
 

You Are The Key! 
Volunteers are the key to independence  

     and quality of life for seniors. 
 

Project CAR (Call A Ride) offers transportation 

to Sunday church services, and other church 

functions, and medical appointments for adult members of ten 

different churches.  This transportation is a crucial element in their 

ability to remain connected to their church and community.  Project 

CAR provides vehicles, gas, etc.  Please call the Project CAR office 

(332-2777) and visit with Kate or Wanda for more information.  Men, 

women, retired, working, young, young at heart … We Need You! 

LWR (Lutheran World Relief) 
 

St John Quilters are gathering again at 9 am on 

Wednesdays. We'd love to see you every Wednesday 

morning if you are comfortable coming. Social 

distancing and wearing a mask is required.  Please bring 

your own lunch and snacks as no food is to be shared at 

this time. Coffee will be provided. 
 

October thru December we are collecting several items to complete 

any one of the kits we send to Lutheran World relief. 

For Layettes: 

     Mild bath size bar soaps in the original wrapper,      

     Hand towels (dark colors preferred) 

     Diapers, (flat fold preferred) 

     Light weight jackets with hoods or include a cap (size new born 

to two years) 

Health Kits: 

      Mild bath size bar soaps in the original wrapper 

      Sturdy combs 

      Nail clippers with or without files 

School Kits: 

FOUR 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper, 8” x 10 

½”; no loose leaf paper 

ONE 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side 

and inches on the other 

ONE pencil sharpener 

ONE pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel 

blades work well) 

FIVE unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; 

FIVE black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); 

ONE box of 16 or 24 crayons 

ONE 2 ½” eraser 
 

     We are also always in need of sheets to use for the backing for 

our quilts.  The quilters will meet again when it is safe to do 

so. Thank you for your continued support and we hope to see you 

soon! 
     If you are not a shopper you may want to contribute to the cost 

of shipping.  Thank you for your continued support 

                                      Barb Buchanan and Ann Mortenson 

                           Co-Chairs of Mission Action Service Group. 



 
        

 

WELCA has greeting cards for sale in the church office. There are, 

Birthday, Sympathy, Thinking of you, Encouragement, Get Well, 

etc. at $6.00 for a box of twelve. There are also pretty table 

napkins for $3.50 per package.  

From From the Library  

www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch 

Now that the church will be opened again, so will the 

library. Please remember to wear your mask and social distance 

while you are in there. I will leave the returned books in the book 

drop for a little while before putting them back on the shelves. 

The procedure for checking out items is: 

-Locate the material(s) you want 

-Find the book card (inside either the front or back cover of books) 

-Print your full name and the date of check out on the card 

-Place the card in the box on the desk in the library 

 

To return the book(s): 

-Place items in the book return slot outside the library and around 

the corner, near the mailboxes. 

One book I read this month is The Tenth Circle by Jodi 

Picoult. A confused teenage girl gets into trouble. A person dies of 

suicide. Only, it is not suicide, it is murder. The girl runs away to 

the only place she can think of where no one will find her. 

However, her father and mother figure out where she may have 

gone. She sneaks to a remote village in Alaska, where her father 

grew up. This book is full of excitement with many plot twists and 

adventure. 

I also finished President Obama’s biography Dreams from 

My Fathers. It chronicles his search to discover his heritage. He is 

born in Hawaii to a white mother and an absent black father. He 

travels the globe all the way to Africa to meet his family and learn 

about his then deceased father. This helps settle his soul. This 

book ends as he returns to America, gets married, and becomes a 

U.S. Senator. 

Be sure to stop by the library and check it out! 

   Linda the Librarian (Linda Weber) 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch


  Third class mail cannot be forwarded.  If you change your 
address, let us know so you receive your next Newsletter.  You 
will also save the church the 62cost of address corrections. 

 
 

NAMI Family Support 
Group is a peer-led support 
group for family members, 

caregivers and loved ones of individuals living with mental illness.  
  

Gain insight from the challenges and successes of others facing similar 
circumstances. NAMI’s Support Groups are unique because they follow 
a structured model, ensuring everyone has an opportunity to be heard  
and to get what they need.  

 Free of cost to participants 

 Designed for adult loved ones (18+) of individuals living with 
mental illness 

 Led by family members of individuals living with mental illness  
 Meets the first Sunday of the month in the library 6-7:30 PM  
 No specific medical therapy or medication is endorsed or 

recommended 
 Confidential  

  

NAMI will not be meeting in person, however, we are having weekly 
support group sessions each Sunday evening via Zoom. For more 
information or register, visit https://namisouthdakota.org/. 
For more information about the NAMI Family Support Group at St. John, 
contact Kari Clark at 605-351-4785.  We meet at St. John the first and 
third Sunday of each month at 6:00 PM in the church library. 

 
SEPTEMBER STATS:     Families        366 
                                                Baptized Membership          656 

                                               Confirmed Membership       543 
 

                                                         (Statistics as of 9/23/20) 

 

BAPTISMS 

 Oaklynn Lee Viessman, September 23, 2020 

  

FUNERALS 

 Edwin Ahlquist, August 26, 2020 

 Ronald Jacobson, September 14, 2020 
  

 

 

-In Memory of Melroy Steckelberg: $100-Capital Fund; 

$25-Lutheran World Hunger 

-In Memory of Stephen Salmon: $10-Mission Globe; $660-Education 

Designated 

 

Other Gifts:   $205-Gifts for Youth/Luther League 

 
High and Middle School News 

 

Youth/Parent Meeting on Sunday, October 4th at 10:30 a.m. in 
the High School Youth Room downstairs. 

Hoping to have our rummage sale middle of Oct. 
  I know this seems early, but we are starting our Christmas 
Wreath Sales, all orders have to be in on Sunday, October 18th.  If you 
are interested just let me know or grab a youth if you know one. 

New 30’” Jack Frost Snowflake - $55.00 
New 18” Berry Mix - $35.00 

Wreath Balsam – 24” - $25.00, 36” - $40.00, 48” - $55.00, 60” - $75.00 
30” Cross Wreath - $30.00 

24” Swag - $20.00 
25” Doorway Roping - $50.00 

New 24” Special Wreath has berries, more pinecones, cedar spray, pine, 
and balsam with a beautiful fragrance in a separate box. 

 
Belva Kurtz | Youth & Family Ministry Director 
p. 605.214-7539 Call | Text    e. bkurtz@vastbb.net 

 

 
 Gift Cards for a number of local businesses/restaurants are 
available for purchase on Sunday mornings at the Welcome Center in 
the east entryway of the church.  (Cards are also available weekdays 
in the church office.)  Gift Cards may be purchased in varying 
denominations allowing you to purchase merchandise at their 
respective businesses up to the face value of each card.  In most 
instances, Gift Cards purchased at St. John result in a 5% profit from 
participating businesses to our St. John Youth to help with summer 
camps and servant events. 
 

THANK YOU FOR PURCHASING GIFT CARDS AT ST. JOHN. 

https://namisouthdakota.org/
mailto:bkurtz@vastbb.net


 
ST. JOHN GENERAL FUND – August 2020 

Harley Shafer, Treasurer 
 

BALANCE ON HAND 8/1/2020 9,743.31$            

Total Receipts for Month 35,376.14$          

Total Cash on Hand 45,119.45$          

Less Expenditures for Month (24,423.07)$        

From Capital Fund Payable -$                    

BALANCE ON HAND 8/31/2020 20,696.38$          

Harley Shafer, Treasurer  
 
 
 
 
 

EXPENSES THIS MONTH YEAR TO DATE ANNUAL 

  PAID PAID BUDGET 
 
Our World Mission $   1,805.00   $14,480.00  $ 21,700.00 
 
Pastoral Ministry & Staff 19,837.39 164,361.34 291,839.00 
 
Worship & Service 812.97 12,966.30 30,950.00 
 
Our Church Home 1,967.71 25,639.17 50,850.00 
  __________ __________ __________ 
 
Total Expenditures $  24,423.07 $217,446.81 $395,339.00 

 
 
 
 

 
 

OUR GIFTS FOR THE LORD AND HIS WORK – GENERAL FUND__ 

                                  Offerings         Expenses         Difference 
YTD Total (8/31)       $221,509.00   $(217,446.81)    $4,062.19 

 

 

$95,647.66

RECEIPTS

Memory of Simone Lembcke $80.00

Memory of Stephen Salmon $50.00

Interest

TOTAL RECEIPTS $130.00

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS

SAVINGS BALANCE $95,777.66

CHECKING BALANCE $356.31

RECEIPTS

$0.00

 Interest $0.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS $0.00

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS

$0.00

$0.00

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS $0.00

CHECKING BALANCE $356.31

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT

Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 1/25/24 $103,963.64

American State Bank; 2.7%; maturity 3/3/21 $102,697.95

Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 10/15/21 $55,000.00

TOTAL CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT $261,661.59

TOTAL CAPITAL FUNDS $357,795.56

PAYABLES

Transfers from General Funds (end of year) $32,000.00

Transfer from General Fund (year end) 2020 $0.00

 Transfers to General Fund 2020 -$11,000.00

TOTAL PAYABLES $21,000.00

DESIGNATED FUNDS

     Elevator Funds for maintenance $6,853.08

     Haase Nelson Memorial for Parish Nurse/COVID $19,824.26

     Semmler Bequest: future Internship Programs $31,066.27

TOTAL DESIGNATED FUNDS $57,743.61

$279,051.95

St. John Policy #5: The Capital Funds Account shall maintain a minimum balance amounting to 5% of the annual congregational

budget.  Any transfer of money from the Capital Fund to the General Fund shall have Council approval.

August 31, 2020

August 31, 2020

TOTAL AVAILABLE CAPITAL FUNDS August 31, 2020

5% of 2020 budget $19,766.95

August 31, 2020

CAPITAL FUNDS - Karen Scarborough, Treasurer

SAVINGS BALANCE August 1, 2020

August 31, 2020

 
 



 


