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May God, who gave you the human power to forgive others, 

enable you, today, to forgive any meanness or hatefulness in 

yourself.  And may God give you not only a Sunday sense of 

grace, but that very Spirit of grace that moves you into the 

new state of being and doing that Christ created for all, the 

state of forgiveness.  May you become a fully naturalized 

citizen of the state of forgiveness this morning.   
 

WELCOME TO THE NEW BEGINNING,  

THE NEW LIFE THAT IS GIVE TO YOU TODAY. 

 
GATHERING MUSIC Jacob Huber, Jane Kurth, Brenda Olson 
 

INVOCATION, CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION  
L In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit.   
 

C Amen. 
 

L Gracious God, you invite us to walk a path that, to many, 

and often to us, feels narrow.  Too big for our britches, we 

can’t quite get through the gate.  Absorbed in all the little 

injustices done to us, preoccupied with our schemes and 

plans for the future, engrossed in anything that may be of  

immediate benefit to “me,” we look past the world 

around us, neglect our calling to visit the sick, care for the 

poor, feed the hungry, advocate for the powerless, and 

welcome the child.  Forgive us our preoccupation with 

self.  Save us from self-deception.  We ask in Jesus name. 
 

C Amen. 
 

A silence is kept for self-reflection. 
      

L In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to 

die for you, and for his sake, God forgives you your sins.  As 

a called and ordained minister of Christ, and by his 

authority, I declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your 

sins, in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

 C Open our eyes and strengthen our wills to care for the 

weak, to shelter the homeless, to provide security for the 

abused, to give a leg up to the unemployed, and to do all 

we’re able to hold accountable those in charge of 

systems and institutions created to provide for the well-

being of all;  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

HYMN No. 520 (Red Hymnal) 

“Dearest Jesus, at Your Word” 
 

1. Dearest Jesus, at your word  we have come again to hear 

you;  let our thoughts and hearts be stirred and in glowing 

faith be near you  as the promises here given draw us 

wholly up to heaven. 
 

2. All our knowledge, sense, and sight  lie in deepest 

darkness shrouded  till your Spirit breaks the night,  filling 

us with light unclouded.  All good thoughts and all good 

living come but by your gracious giving. 
 

3. Radiance of God’s glory bright,  Light of Light from God 

proceeding,  Jesus, send your blessed light;  help our 

hearing, speaking, heeding,  that our prayers and songs 

may please you, as with grateful hearts we praise you. 
 

4. Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,  praise to you and adoration!  

Grant us what we need the most:  all your gospel’s 

consolation  while we here on earth await you,  till in 

heav’n with praise we greet you. 
 

GREETING 
L Sisters and brothers in Christ, beloved children of God:  

grace, mercy, and peace be with you all. 
 

 

GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L The Lord be with you. 
 

C And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
C God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings.  

Give us your grace to overcome them, keep us from those 

things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING Jacob, Jane, and Brenda 
 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

 



SCRIPTURE READINGS Ezekiel 18.1-4, 25-32 

 Psalm 25.1-9 

 Philippians 2.1-13 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Red Hymnal, p. 205)  
The congregation stands to welcome the gospel, singing: 

C Alleluia!  Lord and Savior:  open now your saving Word.  

Let it burn like fire within us;  speak until our hearts are 

stirred.  Alleluia!  Lord, we sing for the good news that you 

bring. 
 

GOSPEL Matthew 21.23-32 (Holy Bible, pp. 802-803) 
 

SERMON Pastor Paul 

“Integrity” 
 

HYMN No. 606 (Red Hymnal) 

“O Father, We Have Wandered” 
 

1. Our Father, we have wandered and hidden from your 

face;  in foolishness have squandered your legacy of 

grace.  But now, in exile dwelling, we rise with fear and 

shame,  as, distant but compelling, we hear your call our 

name. 
 

2. And now at length discerning the evil that we do,  be hold 

us, Lord, returning with hope and trust to you.  In haste you 

come to meet us and home rejoicing bring,  in gladness 

there to greet us with calf and robe and ring. 
 

3. O Lord of all the living, both banished and restored,  

compassionate, forgiving, and ever caring Lord,  grant 

now that our transgressing, our faithlessness may cease.  

Stretch out your hand in blessing, in pardon, and in peace. 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
C We are not alone, we live in God’s world.  We believe in 

God:  Who has created and is creating, who has come in 

Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new, 

who works in us and others by the Spirit.   We trust in God.  

We are called to be the Church:  to celebrate God’s 

presence, to live with respect in creation, to love and 

serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim 

Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.  In life, 

in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.  We are not 

alone.  Thanks be to God! 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
After each petition, the Leader will say, "Lord, listen to your children 

praying.”  Please respond, singing: 
 

C Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit 

in this place;  Lord, listen to your children praying, send us 

love, send us power, send us grace (Red hymnal, No. 752). 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us;  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and  ever.  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION & DISMISSAL 
L The peace of God which surpasses all understanding, 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 

C Amen. 
 

L Go in peace.  The Lord is near. 
 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE Jacob, Jane, and Emily 
 

THANK YOU FOR WORSHIPING WITH ALL YOUR SISTERS AND 

BROTHERS AT ST. JOHN THIS MORNING.  YOUR PRESENCE IS AN 

ENCOURAGEMENT TO EVERYONE. 

 

OFFERING YOU MAY HAVE BROUGHT THIS DAY TO FURTHER THE 

WORK OF THE CHURCH THROUGH ST. JOHN MAY BE LEFT IN THE 

OFFERING PLATE AT THE CENTER OF THE GARDEN. 

 

A PRAYER FOR YOU THIS WEEK: 

Help me, Gracious God, these days of strife and COVID.  Banish 

from thought those things that undermine my confidence in you.  

Help me to avoid time wasted in worry, obsessing over things 

over which I have little or no control, remembering that such 

silliness is unworthy of people with good work to do.  Freed from 

anxiety, let me live up to my abilities.  Keep my heart and mind 

centered on you that I may trust you to take care of my life 

while I take care to be you follower in our present 

circumstances;  through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 


