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OUTDOOR WORSHIP 

CONTINUES! 
Saturdays at 5:30 PM 

Sundays at 9:30 and 11:00 AM 

(Weather permitting) 

We ask that you please bring your own chair and wear a 

facemask. No handshakes or hugs.  

 

 

 

 

SERVICE OF GRATITUDE & SENDING 

For 
INTERN PASTOR REBEL HURD 

Worship, Card Shower, Prayers, & Sending: 

September 12 & 13 

Saturday, 5:30 p.m., Sunday, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

 

With a  
DRIVE-BY PARADE OF THANKS! 

Sunday, 5:00 p.m. 

Decorate your car, honk your horn, wave and shout,  

“THANKS, AND WE LOVE YOU, REBEL!” 

** 
Meet to line up in procession in the parking lot of Harvey Dunn 

Elementary School, 2400 S. Bahnson Avenue, at 4:30 p.m. 
 

Visit us at www.stjohnlutheran.net 

Videos of worship services, calendar of events, online 

giving, monthly Newsletter, announcements, 

and so much more!  

___________________________________________ 

 

 
 

 
 

ESSENTIAL ADVICE FOR THE GARDENER: 

1.  Grow peas of mind 

2.  Lettuce be thankful 

3.  Squash selfishness 

4.  Turnip to help thy neighbor 

5.  Always make thyme for loved ones 

 

I hope you’re all enjoying these wonderful summer days.  The 

church garden is!  It’s “producing” abundantly!  And it continues to 

have lots of visitors—including one hungry, bean-loving bunny and 

some squash-loving vine borers.  In spite of that, Nancy & I have 

harvested quite a variety of vegetables.  We plan to continue 

picking before the 9:30 Sunday service.  Bring a grocery bag with 

you to church & fill it up!  Otherwise, please feel free to pick 

veggies before the Saturday evening service, or any other time 

during the week. If you’re not able to get to the garden & would 

like some fresh produce, please call me.  

 

Jan McDonald. (605) 212-2769 

jnmcdonald75@gmail.com 

http://www.stjohnlutheran.net/
mailto:jnmcdonald75@gmail.com


  From Pastor Paul 

COVID have you in a funk?  Try this.  Wearing a mask, 

maintaining an appropriate physical distance, befriend someone.  

There are a lot of lonely people out there right now.  You won’t 

hardly have to leave your front door to meet one.  So make one 

your project, not to fix or figure him out, just to know, to listen to, 

to talk with.  But who will you pick?  Most of us pick our friends 

because we like them.  Seldom do we deliberately pick as a friend 

someone we’re not sure we’ll like, someone, from the other side of 

the proverbial tracks.    

Jesus had a habit of reversing the order of things.  It’s 

natural for us to defend our own rights;  he tells us to defend the 

rights of others.  It’s natural for us to love those who love us;  he 

tells us to love those on the far edges of our everyday life.  It’s 

natural for us to worry over our own aches and pains;  Jesus 

invites us to forget our pain and worry over the pain of another.   

In this friend business, too, Jesus has some strange things 

to say.  Anybody can be a friend to a friend, but how about being a 

friend to someone you don’t understand, even someone you 

haven’t necessarily liked?  The very fact that a neighbor may 

dislike you may, in fact, mean that she needs you.  Her spirit is 

hobbled, perhaps, by her own perception of you (and others) to 

the end that you, and maybe you alone, can warm her and free 

her from her sense of isolation.  Jesus tells us to love the person 

who most needs love.  How has it not yet occurred to any of us 

that those folks who most need love will more than likely live 

among those folks who rub us and everyone else sideways?  

Befriending them is at the very heart of our discipleship.  Because 

that’s the way Jesus himself befriended the world.  It’s the way he 

befriended us.   

There are lessons to be learned about life and what life’s all 

about these COVID days of 2020.  Lessons I have still to learn 

about myself.  I personally believe we learn best by listening to the 

stories of others.  Not the stories of battles won, victories 

celebrated, trophies awarded, goals surpassed, but the better, 

more honest stories of skirmishes lost, defeats grieved, the 

trophies that have eluded us, the goals we haven’t quite reached 

and maybe never will.  Hearing these more harrowing and heartfelt 

stories of others, we stumble upon the truth of our own story, only 

to discover that that which most unites us in our very human 
journey is rarely the stellar moment, the crowning achievement – 

these things, in fact, are more likely to threaten others than 

endear them to us – but the stories that introduce us to others as 

“works in progress,” which we can all agree we are.  We are not so 

united in our achievement as our imperfection, the fact that we,  

(Pastor Paul continued….) 

like most frail, human flesh, put on our shoes pretty much the 

same way everyone else does (unless we haven’t shoes), that 

most of life is like an okay season of baseball, just getting up day 

after day, putting on the same old uniform, and going out there, 

despite the possibility of “errors,” to play the game.   

While they bless us and advance human progress, 

achievement and expertise also distinguishes and divides.  Only 

our humanity with all of its faults and foibles and failure unites us 

in any human way.  For none of us were made for perfection, to 

the end, even in heaven, that we shall one day “arrive,” that is, 

attain perfection as God.  We were made not for perfection but for 

faith – to trust that despite all our human frailty, we’re still, 

always, dearly, deeply loved – each of us and all our neighbors, 

too.  To take God up on this bet requires, to be sure, a leap of 

faith.  To risk living this truth amid the people with whom we work 

and play every day, whether we know them yet, or not, whether 

we like them yet, or have yet to like them, takes a leap of faith, as 

well. 

We’ve lessons to learn, even now, especially today.  But 

today is ours for only a day.  The lesson we’re proffered this day 

may not again avail itself to us for a very long while.  Maybe never 

again.  Or as Churchill is remembered to have said it:  “Humankind 

will occasionally stumble over the truth about life and how life 

works, but most of the time it just picks itself up and stumbles on 

as if nothing happened.”  What a shame to miss so many 

opportunities.  What a shame to miss a real friend, someone who 

might just give to you your humanity, because you thought you 

might not like them.   
 

 

 

 

 
  

       St. John has a Facebook page  
Check us out!  Keep informed about 

upcoming events, weekly bible verses, 

special announcements, photos & more! 

www.facebook.com/StJohnAmericanLutheranChurchSF 
 
 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/StJohnAmericanLutheranChurchSF


From Intern Pastor Rebel 

One of my favorite classic films is Roger's and 

Hammerstein's The Sound of Music: the heartwarming story of the 

Von Trapp Family at the beginning of WW II. It is a combination of 

the postulant nun who becomes the beloved governess to the 

unruly, but musical, seven children, combined with the sweet 

romantic story of a widower falling in love. My favorite scene is 

bittersweet. The Von Trapp Family Singers compete in their first 

musical performance and wow the crowds as the family bids 

farewell to their beloved Austria. As the evening closes, they 

perform, "So Long, Farewell," knowing change is coming, and it 

will be hard.  

Today, this is where I find myself writing my last St. John's 

Newsletter article as my internship comes to a close. It is 

bittersweet also. Finishing this part of the journey is exciting as I 

am prayerfully moving towards ordination, but saying goodbye to 

all of you is hard. We have been through a lot together this past 

year. From Saturday and Sundays services, celebrations and 

funerals, lots of hugs, to confirmation class and being the church 

out in the world as many of you ventured with me through Church 

on the Street, to learning how to provide you with media ministries 

amid a pandemic, to regular outdoor worship in the garden. These 

are not ordinary times, and we will not be able to say goodbye in 

our ordinary "potluck" kind of way either.   

Please accept my deepest gratitude for allowing me to enter into 

your lives; to walk alongside you in the good and the bad. Thank 

you for being real and for teaching me in tangible ways.  

Thank you for the love you have bestowed upon me, the 

grace you have offered me, and the teachings which have 

enlightened me. I have nothing but beautiful memories of my time 

spent with you and this pilgrimage we have been on together- it 

has been Holy time, a Holy expedition. As you continue to travel on 

your way, I bid you, "So Long, Farewell," always knowing my 

prayer for you will be, "May the Lord Bless you and keep you. May 

His face shine on you. May He look upon you with favor and give 

you peace. Amen." 

 
 

  Third class mail cannot be forwarded.  If you change your 
address, let us know so you receive your next Newsletter.  You 
will also save the church the 62cost of address corrections. 

 

 
 

Thank you to our Outreach Board! 
Members of our Outreach Board handed out ice cream to 

approximately 26 cars and 65 total people on Sunday, 

August 16th.  What a fun, but safe way, to greet friends 

and neighbors and spend a hot summer afternoon!   

 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENT 
Following CDC recommendations and our Synod 

guidelines, the Board of Education and Pastor Paul 
have made the prayerful decision to postpone the 

start of Sunday School and Confirmation.  
Classes will not resume in September. The board 

will meet again in late September and re-evaluate. 
Letters will be sent out to announce start date and 

policies that will be in place.  Thank you!  
******************* 

 



Meals-On-Wheels 2020 
St. John is responsible for Meals-on-Wheels 
drivers and helpers every Tuesday.  If you are 
able to help out with this important community 
activity, please use the sign-up sheets at the 
Welcome Center (east entry of church) or call 
the church office.  The meals are picked up at 
the Center for Active Generations.  Thank you! 

 

Remember – you can sign up for just one Tuesday if you 
wish.  Any and all help is needed and appreciated! 

 
 

 

Project CAR Drivers Needed  
 

You Are The Key! 
Volunteers are the key to independence  

     and quality of life for seniors. 
 

Project CAR (Call A Ride) offers transportation 

to Sunday church services, and other church 

functions, and medical appointments for adult 

members of ten different churches.  This transportation is a crucial 

element in their ability to remain connected to their church and 

community.  Project CAR provides vehicles, gas, etc.  Please call the 

Project CAR office (332-2777) and visit with Kate or Wanda for 

more information.  Men, women, retired, working, young, young at 

heart … We Need You! 

 

 

 

LWR (Lutheran World Relief) 
 

St John Quilters are going to start gathering again on 

August 26th at 9 am.  We'd love to see you every 

Wednesday morning if you are comfortable coming. 

Social distancing and wearing a mask is required.  Please 

bring your own lunch and snacks as no food is to be 

shared at this time. Coffee will be provided. 
 

   

  In September we will be collecting items for School Kits.  

Included in each kit is the following: 

 FOUR 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled 

 paper, 8” x 10 ½”; no loose leaf paper 

 ONE 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters 

 on one side and inches on the other 

 ONE pencil sharpener 

 ONE pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with 

 embedded steel blades work well) 

 FIVE unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; 

 FIVE black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); 

 ONE box of 16 or 24 crayons 

 ONE 2 ½” eraser 
 

     We are also always in need of sheets to use for the backing for 

our quilts.  The quilters will meet again when it is safe to do 

so. Thank you for your continued support and we hope to see you 

soon! 

                                  Barb Buchanan and Ann Mortenson 

                           Co-Chairs of Mission Action Service Group. 
 

 

       WELCA has greeting cards for sale in the church office. There 

are, Birthday, Sympathy, Thinking of you, Encouragement, Get 

Well, etc. at $6.00 for a box of twelve. There are also pretty table 

napkins for $3.50 per package.  

 

 
 

 



From From the Library  

www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch 

Thank you all for your support of the St. John Library. I 

was able to stop in a couple weeks ago and check on the room. 

Many books have been checked out and turned in.  Thanks to Lara 

Kvale for helping put books away and sprucing up the room. 

Thanks to those who have donated books.  I am cataloging some 

of them. Some were donated to the youth for their rummage sale. 

As many of you are stopping into the church, feel free to 

check out some materials.  The fiction books are on the south side 

of the room. Non-fiction books are on the west side. Youth and 

teen age books are on the north wall.  Children’s books are on the 

east shelves.  Videos are on the east and music is below the youth 

on the north wall. 

I have been reading the Bible and Bible study books. The 

church has quite a selection of  religious books and videos. There 

are also some inspirational books in the non-fiction area. 

Sold on a Monday by Kristina McMorris is a sad tale of 

families broken during the depression.  A newspaper reporter 

notices a heartbreaking sign on a country road next to two little 

boys playing in the dirt.  The sign said simply “Two Children for 

Sale”. He wrote a very touching newspaper article about how some 

families are so hard up that the only way to survive is to sell their 

children. 

Through a mishap, the pictures he had taken were 

destroyed, so he is taxed with trying to get another. When he 

returns, the house is boarded up and everyone is gone. Only the 

sign remains. Fate presents him with an opportunity to salvage his 

poignant newspaper story. He convinces the mother of two 

neighbor children to pose with the sign. 

The story is printed and money and gifts pour in for the 

kids. Unfortunately, those two children are sold to a rich man who 

saw the article in the paper. The rest of the book is about trying to 

rectify his falsehood and try to reunite the children with their 

widowed mother and each other. 
Be sure to stop by the library and check it out! 

   Linda the Librarian (Linda Weber) 
 
 

 
NAMI Family Support 

Group is a peer-led support 
group for family members, 

caregivers and loved ones of individuals living with mental illness.  
  

Gain insight from the challenges and successes of others facing similar 
circumstances. NAMI’s Support Groups are unique because they follow 
a structured model, ensuring everyone has an opportunity to be heard  
and to get what they need.  

 Free of cost to participants 

 Designed for adult loved ones (18+) of individuals living with 
mental illness 

 Led by family members of individuals living with mental illness  
 Meets the first Sunday of the month in the library 6-7:30 PM  
 No specific medical therapy or medication is endorsed or 

recommended 
 Confidential  

  

NAMI will not be meeting in person, however, we are having weekly 
support group sessions each Sunday evening via Zoom. For more 
information or register, visit https://namisouthdakota.org/. 
For more information about the NAMI Family Support Group at St. John, 
contact Kari Clark at 605-351-4785.  We meet at St. John the first and 
third Sunday of each month at 6:00 PM in the church library. 

 
 

 

The deadline for the monthly Newsletter is 8:00 

a.m. on the 20th of the preceding month. This month 

it will be 8:00 a.m. Sunday, September 20th.  

 

 
  

“AEFT” 
 AEFT, or Automated Electronic Funds Transfer, is a program that 
is available at St. John.  With this program, you can transfer money 
from your checking or savings account once a month to St. John 
Lutheran’s General Fund.  This tool can also help keep you on track 
for your yearly financial commitments.  If you are interested in using 
AEFT, please contact Joanne Pesicka, church secretary.  She will 
help you get it set up. 

 

http://www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch
https://namisouthdakota.org/


 

Thrivent Choice 
 

 The Thrivent Choice® program is a charitable grant 

program that allows members to recommend where 

Thrivent Financial distributes a portion of its charitable 

grant funds each year. It is a joint program of Thrivent and 

its member chapters. You must contact Thrivent to sign up 

and make your choice, not the church office.  

Member Care Services 

Phone: 800-847-4836 

Hours: M - F: 7 a.m. - 6 p.m. (CST) 
 

 Choice Dollars® – Eligible benefit members can help 

direct Thrivent Choice Dollars to thousands of nonprofit 

organizations, including congregations, two of which are 

St. John American Lutheran and Project CAR.  (St. John is 

one of the sponsoring congregations of Project CAR.)  If 

your Choice Dollars are not designated, they will be 

distributed as Thrivent chooses. 
 

 When the time comes for you to make your Thrivent 

designations, please consider St. John and Project CAR.  

Those funds will be directly deposited in St. John and 

Project CAR bank accounts.  Thank you. 

 
 
 

 Gift Cards for a number of local businesses/restaurants are 
available for purchase on Sunday mornings at the Welcome Center in 
the east entryway of the church.  (Cards are also available weekdays 
in the church office.)  Gift Cards may be purchased in varying 
denominations allowing you to purchase merchandise at their 
respective businesses up to the face value of each card.  In most 
instances, Gift Cards purchased at St. John result in a 5% profit from 
participating businesses to our St. John Youth to help with summer 
camps and servant events. 
 

THANK YOU FOR PURCHASING GIFT CARDS AT ST. JOHN. 

 

 

AUGUST STATS:     Families        367 
                                                Baptized Membership          657 

                                               Confirmed Membership       544 
 

                                                         (Statistics as of 8/25/20) 

 

BAPTISMS 

 Layton James Hamilton, August 23, 2020 

  

FUNERALS 

 Melroy Steckelberg, August 14, 2020 in Sioux City, IA 

 Stephen Salmon, August 19, 2020 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

-In memory of Simone Lembcke: $80-Capital Funds 

-In memory of Stephen Salmon: $50-Capital Funds; $10-

Mission Globe;  

-In Memory of Dennis & Dorothy Thompson and in honor of what would  

       have been their 63rd wedding anniversary: $250-Contingency Fund 

-In Memory of Carrie Symes: $25-Lutheran World Hunger 

-In Memory of Melroy Steckelberg: $25-Lutheran World Hunger; $5000-

General Fund 

-In Memory of June Johnson: $50-Organ/Piano Fund 

 

 
 

 

  
St. John Congregation,  

After 2 ½ months in the hospital for several 

surgeries and then the rehab center for 

healing, I’m back home.  I want to thank 

everyone from St. John and the community 

for all the support, cards and calls during 

this time.  Thanks Pastor Paul for coming out to our house for 
visits.  I’m so grateful for all the support from all of you and your 

prayers.  God Bless you all. 

    Dean Noble 
 
 

tel:800-847-4836


ST. JOHN GENERAL FUND – July 2020 
Harley Shafer, Treasurer 

 

BALANCE ON HAND 7/1/2020 3,123.35$            

Total Receipts for Month 30,611.01$          

Total Cash on Hand 33,734.36$          

Less Expenditures for Month (23,991.05)$        

From Capital Fund Payable -$                    

BALANCE ON HAND 7/31/2020 9,743.31$            

Harley Shafer, Treasurer  
 

 
 
 
 

EXPENSES THIS MONTH YEAR TO DATE ANNUAL 
  PAID PAID BUDGET 
 
Our World Mission $   1,805.00   $12,675.00  $ 21,700.00 
 
Pastoral Ministry & Staff 18,721.79 144,523.95 291,839.00 
 

Worship & Service 1,114.66 12,153.33 30,950.00 
 
Our Church Home 2,349.60 23,671.46 50,850.00 
  __________ __________ __________ 
 
Total Expenditures $  23,991.05 $193,023.74 $395,339.00 

 
 
 
 

 

OUR GIFTS FOR THE LORD AND HIS WORK – GENERAL FUND__ 

                                  Offerings         Expenses         Difference 

YTD Total (7/31)       $186,132.86  $(193,023.74) $(6,890.88) 

 

 

$95,823.40

RECEIPTS $0.00

$0.00

Interest $0.89

TOTAL RECEIPTS $0.89

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS

  transfer to general fundgeneral fund for COVID supplies$175.74

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS $175.74

SAVINGS BALANCE July 31, 2020 $95,648.55

CHECKING BALANCE $356.31

RECEIPTS

$0.00

 Interest $0.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS $0.00

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS

$0.00

$0.00

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS $0.00

CHECKING BALANCE July 31, 2020 $356.31

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT

Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 1/25/24 $103,963.64

American State Bank; 2.7%; maturity 3/3/21 $102,697.95

Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 10/15/21 $55,000.00

TOTAL CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT $261,661.59

TOTAL CAPITAL FUNDS August 1, 2020 $357,666.45

PAYABLES

Transfers from General Funds (end of year) $32,000.00

Transfer from General Fund (year end) 2020 $0.00

 Transfers to General Fund 2020 -$11,000.00

TOTAL PAYABLES $21,000.00

DESIGNATED FUNDS

     Elevator Funds for maintenance $6,853.08

     Haase Nelson Memorial for Parish Nurse/COVID $19,824.26

     Semmler Bequest: future Internship Programs $31,066.27

TOTAL DESIGNATED FUNDS $57,743.61

$278,922.84

St. John Policy #5: The Capital Funds Account shall maintain a minimum balance amounting to 5% of the annual

congregational budget.  Any transfer of money from the Capital Fund to the General Fund shall have Council approval.

TOTAL AVAILABLE CAPITAL FUNDS August 1, 2020

5% of 2020 budget 

July 1, 2020

Capital Fund Statement
Karen Scarborough, Treasurer

SAVINGS BALANCE July 1, 2020

 


