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“A garden is a friend you can visit anytime!”

OUTDOOR WORSHIP CONTINUES
IN THE MEMORY GARDEN
Saturdays at 5:30 PM
Sundays at 9:30 and 11:00 AM
(Weather permitting)
Please bring your own chair and wear a facemask.
No handshakes or hugs. If you are unable to attend in
person, Saturday’s service will be recorded and put on
our website and Facebook page for you to view on
Sunday. A weekly bulletin will be e-mailed on Friday
and will be available on our website to view or print.
www.stjohnlutheran.net
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnAmericanLutheranChurchSF
Do we have your e-mail address? Weekly announcements and
prayer concerns are sent to the congregation each Friday. If you
are not currently receiving this weekly e-mail and want to be added
to the group, please contact the office at:
stjohnlutheran1912@msn.com

I’m hearing from Pastor Paul & our neighbor Voni
that our garden has many visitors. That makes my heart
happy!
The gospel lessons the past two Sundays seemed
very timely—sowing seeds & pulling weeds. Although, I
do think Pastor Paul allowed for some grace on the
weeding situation!
Please stop by anytime to see what’s ripe, harvest
what you’d like, check out the rain gauge that Judy
McCormick donated, or rest on the bench that Marty
made. If the sprinkler is going, you’ll probably see the
robins taking a shower!
If you have any questions about what or how to
harvest, or any suggestions on what to or not to plant
next year, please give me a call. I really do love getting
feedback.
Jan McDonald (605) 212-2769
jnmcdonald75@gmail.com

From Pastor Paul
The notion that everybody has an equal right to authority on
all matters is wrong. It’ irrational. If I go to graduate school for
four years, my judgment on relevant matters should be given a
certain weight. My views need not always prevail, but they must
be heard. Anthony Fauci is a scientist. He’s a physician and
immunologist. For 34 years he’s directed the National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious Diseases. Since January, he’s given his
expertise and leadership to the White House Coronavirus
Taskforce. One would have to be terribly uninformed to ignore his
experience and guidance per our current COVID-19 pandemic. I
can’t put it more strongly; only a fool wouldn’t heed his alarm at
the cavalier attitude with which so many still approach simple stuff
like social distancing and wearing masks.
This pastor saith: “Science speaks truth.” Its truth reaches
as far as its instruments will take it. Its conclusions take us as far
as empirically verifiably facts, at any given moment, can go. Its
horizon is, therefore, ever-widening, its purview as breathtaking as
its next breakthrough.
God bless science.
God bless our
scientists. Using what instruments they have at hand, they are
God’s gift to us to help us live “reasonably” safe, comfortable, and
productive lives as we walk, generation after generation of us,
through the earth.
That said, we also need preachers, poets, prophets, priests,
moms and dads, grandpas and grandmothers – folks who can
proclaim into all the places and spaces human invention cannot as
yet probe, places perhaps we finite human flesh can never touch…
the promise that God is, and that the God that is is still brooding
over creation, still loving it and us into a new day. This truth we
need, too, its goal and purpose completely analogous to the goals
and purposes of science, science wanting only to understand, to
explore, to help, to keep, to protect, to further life, proclamation
meaning only to give the life that is given to us the hope it bears
and believes. We need scientists for all the life-giving facts. We
need preachers and poets and prophets for our faith’s sake.
I plead with you, let’s take Anthony Fauci seriously. He is
our friend. Let’s also, tonight, crack open the Psalms. (Let me
recommend the 23rd and 139th.) The Psalmist is a poet, not a
scientist. She knows nothing of protons and electrons. He has no
measure for the speed of light. Nor is he aware of the earth
spinning like a ball around the sun. But she has looked into the
starry heavens and seen the work of a Creator. She’s listened to
the soughing of the wind and the song of the bird and heard the
voice of God.

(Pastor Paul continued….)
Having long-since entered the staggering sophistication of
our post-modern age with its myriad gifts, not the least of which
the God-given gift of reason and science, we dare not leave the
poet, preacher, proclaimer behind, as irrational as they may be.
While we absolutely need the objective means of axiom and
formula to care for creation, we need no less the subjective
promise of our Creator’s unconditional regard to continue our care
with hope. It’s not either / or. Day-in-and-day-out, we absolutely
need science. Day-in-and-day-out, we absolutely need God.
Keep saying your prayers. Pray in faith and hope, for God’s
new Day is coming. As we await the Day, listen to Anthony Fauci.
Keep wearing your masks.

“Drive Through”
Ice Cream giveaway on
August 16th, from 1:30 - 3:30
Hop in your car, bring your family and
friends. Drive up to the east entryway and be
handed your treat! You won’t even leave the
car! The Outreach Board is sponsoring this
event in place of their usual Ice Cream
Social. They will be wearing masks and
gloves for everyone’s protection.

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS
All students, Pre-K through Grad School are
encouraged and welcome to bring their
backpacks to worship and receive a
blessing for the upcoming school year. The
blessing will be given at Saturday evening
worship, August 22nd at 5:30 PM and
Sunday morning, August 23rd at 9:30 & 11:00

High and Middle School News
Update on our rummage sale-- as of right now we are not sure
what the CDC is going to recommend, but we will continue to take items
now and will aim for a sale in September.
Take care and stay safe, your mask is your next best friend.

Belva Kurtz | Youth & Family Ministry Director
p. 605.214-7539 Call | Text e. bkurtz@vastbb.net

If you have items that you would
like to donate for the youth
rummage sale, please call Belva at
605-214-7539.

From the Library
www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch
Greetings, this is a reminder that even if you are not much
of a reader, or you have difficulty reading, or you want a different
form of entertainment, the St. John library has much to offer.
Remember that the library is open whenever the church is open.
So, as you stop by, feel free to check out materials. Please
remember to return them in the return box which is located outside
the library (near the church mailboxes).
100 DVD’s are available for your watching pleasure. Here are just
a few:
Jesus Christ Superstar
The Lost and Found Family
The Climb
One Night with the King
It’s a Wonderful Life
Little Women
Gospel Road (the story of Johnny Cash)
45 music CD’s are on the north wall, as are 29 Audio CD’s. Here
are some examples:
Adventures in Odyssey
Thorn in My Heart
Danger in the Shadows
Irreparable Harm
Many audio and video selections have religious themes.
Several are meant for children. You may look online at the library
thing catalog to see the full selection. Go to the web site (at the top
of this article), click on Home, search for DVD or CD audio music
or CD music. When you click on the title it will give a brief
description. Blessings and happy viewing and listening!
Linda the Librarian (Linda Weber)

From Intern Pastor Rebel
I woke up this morning thinking about two things. One was
the joy I felt after spending a day with the congregation, and the
other was how we could find joy in ordinary things.
As we began gathering for worship outside, in July, you
might not be surprised to hear that both Pastor Paul and I were in
a high state of joy to be with you. In all honesty, I wasn’t excited
necessarily about the additional precautions we needed to take to
make it all happen with COVID-19 in our midst, primarily wearing
masks and sweating in the sun. Still, none of that mattered as
much as how thrilled we were to see you. Even if more
requirements had been added, we would have gladly done them all
to keep you and your neighbor safe. And again- there was just so
much joy that came in seeing you!
Now, even if you cannot join us outside, this joy is for you
too! The deep love and gratitude that Christ has for you, the hope
that you also may experience joy in your lives, even in difficult
times, is not new to Christ. In John 16 and 17, Jesus, knowing his
death was coming, still shares joy. “Until now, you have not asked
for anything in my name. Ask, and you will receive so that your joy
may be complete. But now I am coming to you, and I speak these
things in the world so that they may have the joy made complete
in themselves.”
Do you wonder how you can have joy in these times?
Nehemiah 8:10 says, “The Joy of the Lord is my Strength.” This
joy comes from a place of hope. It is more than pleasure, more
than the quick laugh, more than what you can find anywhere else.
The joy of our Lord comes from a place of knowing that there is
more to the story than we yet know. It is more than relief from an
affliction or an escape from reality. It is not the denial of pain and
suffering, but the real joy comes from knowing that God has got
you. We hold on to the happy ending to come that is ours, the
happy ending that God has in store, and promises you,
understanding that God is our strength.
Finding joy in the ordinary things is, I admit, harder during
unusual times -the times of which we are in. So, I leave you with
this. There is no need to flip to the end of the book or fast forward
to the end of your binge-watching show because we know that in
Christ’s death and resurrection, the end of your story is lovely. You
need not spend your time worrying about it. Instead, Christ
reminds us to spend some time finding joy in your ordinary life your spouse, your dog, your kids, your job, your garden, your
community, your church, and your relationship with Christ.
Because this is where joy is waiting for you- today and always.

Service Opportunity
St. John will be hosting a Food To You
Mobile Food Pantry distribution here at St.
John on Thursday, August 27th. We need
your help. Due to the pandemic, no
recipients will be allowed in the church
building. They will drive up and
volunteers will place a box of grocery items into their vehicle. No
contact. Please consider helping in any or all of the following ways:


Host organizations are asked to supply a “Food of the Month.”
August’s food of the month is pasta (any kind). Bring in pasta
anytime between now and August 25th. We need around 200
packages for the distribution. Pasta can be placed in the large
chest that is just inside the east entryway and a box will be
available during worship on Saturday evening and Sunday
morning on the West lawn.
 Bring in some hygiene packs (a bar of soap, roll of toilet paper,
and a bottle of shampoo in a sealable plastic bag.) Hygiene
packs are an extra item and are relied upon volunteers to
provide. They gladly accept these year round. They can be left
in the separate box. Do not mix with pasta.
 Sign up to staff the distribution. We will need about 12
volunteers willing to serve from 5:00 until 7:00 pm. to
successfully staff the distribution. We ask that all volunteers
please wear a mask and practice social distancing as much as
possible. Family groups would be ideal for this service
opportunity.
Please sign-up online through Sign-Up Genius.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A4FAAAE2EA2FC1-food
An e-mail has been sent out with this link and it is also available on
our website. Please sign-up at least a week prior to August 27th, so
we know we have enough volunteers. If you have served a
distribution before, you know what a rewarding experience it is. If
you are looking for a way to serve your neighbors and community,
please consider this wonderful opportunity. Thank you!

 Third class mail cannot be forwarded. If you change your
address, let us know so you receive your next Newsletter. You
will also save the church the 62cost of address corrections.

NAMI Family Support
Group is a peer-led support
group for family members,
caregivers and loved ones of individuals living with mental illness.
Gain insight from the challenges and successes of others facing similar
circumstances. NAMI’s Support Groups are unique because they follow
a structured model, ensuring everyone has an opportunity to be heard
and to get what they need.
 Free of cost to participants
 Designed for adult loved ones (18+) of individuals living with
mental illness
 Led by family members of individuals living with mental illness
 No specific medical therapy or medication is endorsed or
recommended
 Confidential

NAMI will not be meeting in person, however, we are having weekly
support group sessions each Sunday evening via Zoom. For more
information or register, visit https://namisouthdakota.org/.

The deadline for the monthly Newsletter is 8:00
a.m. on the 20th of the preceding month. This month
it will be 8:00 a.m. Thursday, August 20th.

FIRST COMMUNION
“Do this for the remembrance of me.”

Due to the pandemic, our 5th grade students did not get to
participate in their first communion on Maundy Thursday
this year. They will now be celebrating this milestone on
August 30th at the 11:00 am worship service.
Congratulations to our First Communicants!
Tavia Bowman, Riley Clark, Alaka DeVries, Hailey Gambs
and Carter Utne
(Communicants, you will be receiving a letter from Pastor Paul
with some class dates to be held prior to the 30th)

For more information about the NAMI Family Support Group at St. John,
contact Kari Clark at 605-351-4785.

PASTA IS NEEDED FOR THE MOBILE FOOD
PANTRY GIVE AWAY IN AUGUST. PLEASE DROP
OFF ANY TYPE OF BOXED PASTA BEFORE
AUGUST 25TH. COLLECTION BOXES WLL BE
AVAILABLE AT OUR OUTDOOR WORSHIP
SERVICES OR THE FRONT ENTRYWAY DURING
THE WEEK. THANK YOU!

***A note from Dean Dixon***
June 6, 2020
Hi Pastor Paul and my friends at St. John. I was in the
hospital for several days. Was released on Tuesday. The doctor
said that I have a very weak heart, down to 30% of normal. I take
several kinds of meds. The Doctor was thinking of a Pacemaker,
but with meds hopefully I won’t need that. I still have the beautiful
cross on my desk. I think during the coffee hour it was good for
me to have friends like the people at St. John who care for all
people. You have a good pastor.
Love, Dean

LWR (Lutheran World Relief)
In August and September we will be collecting items for School
Kits. Shop early for school supplies as they may be limited later
on. Included in each kit is the following:
 FOUR 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled
 paper, 8” x 10 ½”; no loose leaf paper
 ONE 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters
 on one side and inches on the other
 ONE pencil sharpener
 ONE pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with
 embedded steel blades work well)
 FIVE unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers;
 FIVE black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink);
 ONE box of 16 or 24 crayons
 ONE 2 ½” eraser

We are also always in need of sheets to use for the backing for
our quilts. The quilters will meet again when it is safe to do
so. Thank you for your continued support and we hope to see you
soon!
Barb Buchanan and Ann Mortenson
Co-Chairs of Mission Action Service Group

-In Memory of Esther Rognlien: $25-Lutheran World
Hunger
-In Memory of Verna Menard: $25-Lutheran World
Hunger; $225 Memorial & Gifts fund
-In Memory of Carrie Symes: $25-Lutheran World Hunger
-In Memory of Verdon Kretzschmar: $25-Lutheran World Hunger

ST. JOHN GENERAL FUND – June 2020
Harley Shafer, Treasurer
BALANCE ON HAND

6/1/2020

$

8,226.17

Total Receipts for Month

$

22,508.26

Total Cash on Hand

$

30,734.43

Less Expenditures for Month

$

(27,611.08)

From Capital Fund Payable

$

BALANCE ON HAND

6/30/2020

Geneva Kluck will be celebrating her 90th birthday on
August 22nd. Due to the current situation, her family will
not be able to host a party in her honor. Please consider
sending her a greeting.
Geneva Kluck
Touchmark at All Saints
111 W. 17th St., Apt. 219
Sioux Falls, SD 57104

3,123.35

Harley Shafer, Treasurer

EXPENSES

90th Birthday-Card Shower!

$

-

Our World Mission

THIS MONTH YEAR TO DATE
PAID
PAID
1,805.00

$10,870.00

$ 21,700.00

19,081.47

125,802.16

291,839.00

Worship & Service

1,457.74

11,038.67

30,950.00

Our Church Home

5,266.87
__________

21,321.86
__________

50,850.00
__________

Total Expenditures

$ 27,611.08

$169,032.69

$395,339.00

Pastoral Ministry & Staff

$

ANNUAL
BUDGET

OUR GIFTS FOR THE LORD AND HIS WORK – GENERAL FUND__
Offerings
Expenses
Difference
YTD Total (6/31)
$155,521.85 $(169,032.69) $(13,510.84)

I am extremely grateful for the
opportunities the St. John community has
provided me with by awarding me the St.
John Endowment Fund Scholarship. God is
working in my life to prepare me for the
next step and it is a blessing to have St.
John by my side. Thank you for all of the support throughout both
high school and my studies at South Dakota State University.
Mason Weidenbach

Capital Fund Statement
Karen Scarborough, Treasurer
SAVINGS BALANCE

June 1, 2020

$95,821.09

RECEIPTS

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
Interest

$2.31

TOTAL RECEIPTS

$2.31

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS
$0.00
TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS

St. John family,
Thank you so much for the beautiful quilt that you gave me
for graduation. Knowing that you are all keeping me in your
prayers will help a lot. Thank you also the the Endowment
Committee for the scholarship. It will be very useful as I begin my
first year at SouthEast Tech where I will be studying to become a
surgical technologist. God Bless!
Kaylie Sorenson
Thank you to Pastor Paul for coming to visit with me while
Bob was in the hospital for one day surgery. Had a nice visit.
Thank you to our friends from church calling me. Everyone is so
thoughtful. God Bless everyone at this time.
Bob & Donna Fetters
Thank you for the scholarship for college. It will go
towards books as this is my 4th year in animal science. My next
step is to apply for vet school as this has always been my dream.
Thank you for your support and prayers.

Tyler Kurtz

SAVINGS BALANCE

CHECKING BALANCE

$0.00

June 30, 2020

$95,823.40

June 1, 2020

$356.31

RECEIPTS
$0.00
$0.00
Interest

$0.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS

$0.00

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS
$0.00
$0.00
TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS
CHECKING BALANCE

$0.00

June 30, 2020

$356.31

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT
Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 1/25/24

$103,963.64

American State Bank; 2.7%; maturity 3/3/21

$102,697.95

Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 10/15/21

$55,000.00

TOTAL CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT

TOTAL CAPITAL FUNDS

$261,661.59

June 30, 2020

$357,841.30

PAYABLES
Transfers from General Funds (end of year)

$32,000.00

Transfer from General Fund (year end) 2020

$0.00

Transfers to General Fund 2020

-$11,000.00

TOTAL PAYABLES

$21,000.00

DESIGNATED FUNDS
Elevator Funds for maintenance

JULY STATS:

Families
Baptized Membership
Confirmed Membership
(Statistics as of 7/23/20)

371
673
548

$6,853.08

Haase Nelson Memorial for Parish Nurse/COVID

$20,000.00

Semmler Bequest: future Internship Programs

$31,066.27

TOTAL DESIGNATED FUNDS
TOTAL AVAILABLE CAPITAL FUNDS

$57,919.35
June 30, 2020

5% of 2020 b udget

$278,921.95

$19,766.95

St. John Policy #5: The Capital Funds Account shall maintain a minimum balance amounting to 5% of the annual congregational budget. Any transfer of
money from the Capital Fund to the General Fund shall have Council approval.

FUNERALS
Carrie Symes, July 7, 2020

