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WORSHIP RESUMES AT ST. JOHN 
 

A dear friend reminded me at the outset of the pandemic and the 

shuttering of St. John that the “Church” is not merely a building in 

which a congregation gathers, reminding me, “The Church doesn't 

need to "open" because the church never closed.  We who make up 

the Body of Christ love God and neighbor so much that we will 

stay away from our buildings until it is safe.  We are the Church.  

The Church is US.” 

 

The formula remains, the question four months later still applies:  

Because we love God and neighbor so much, is it safe to gather as 

Church again?  In truth, your St. John Council and its Wellness 

Team will leave that decision up to you.  No one will decide when 

it’s best to return to corporate worship better than you – you and 

those you love, those who love you.   

 

We will resume worship at St. John in July.  For the sake of all our 

beloved, we shall resume, using our best lights as a guide (ie. our 

Care Team, comprised of medical personnel from agencies all 

across Sioux Falls, the CDC, the council of our ELCA and SD 

Synod, and in consultation with other congregations currently 

making these decisions), to the end that we move forward with 

everyone’s health and safety foremost in mind.   

 

St. John will gather again as church on Saturdays and Sundays, 

beginning Saturday, July 11 and 12.  Saturday worship is at 5:30 

p.m.;  Sunday worship is at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.;  with the 

following caveats: 
 

1.  All services will be outside, weather-permitting, in either the 

parking lot on the east side of St. John or in St. John’s Memory 

Garden, on the west side of St. John’s sanctuary.  Precipitation at 

service-time cancels the meeting.  Please park on the north side of 

the church and in spaces in the east parking lot not immediately in 

front of the east entryway drive-up/drop-off, which will be needed 

for seating when worship is offered on the east side.   

2. Because we love our neighbor, all participants shall wear a face-

covering and all who gather shall practice social distancing, 

assuming a six-to-ten-foot buffer between participants.  Please stay 

home if you’re not feeling well or if you’ve been exposed to 

COVID19.  Please refrain from all physical contact (handshakes, 

hugs, etc.) during worship with anyone beyond your immediate 

family.  Masks will be available for those who forget to bring them.   

3. Please bring your own lawn chair.  A limited number of folding 

chairs will be available for those unable to provide their own 

seating.  (Please place chairs six to ten feet apart.)   

4. Services will be 35 to 45 minutes in length.  There will be no coffee 

hour before or after worship.  While special music may be provided, 

all congregational singing will be suspended for the time being.  

When and how we’ll be able to safely distribute the Sacrament of 

Holy Communion will be determined as weeks unfold.  Worship is 

the first and best work of the Church.  As we gather this summer, 

expect worship to be a work in progress.  Thank you for your 

patience. 

5. Online worship will still be available for those who are out of town 

or who are not yet comfortable with worship in a congregational 

setting.  Check us out at www.stjohnlutheran.net or on Facebook.   
 

With gratitude for each and all as we begin this new chapter… 

Pastor Paul 
 

http://www.stjohnlutheran.net/


 
      “One is nearer God’s heart in a garden than anywhere  

else on earth.”         -Dorothy Frances Gurney 

 

So many of you to thank as our garden project takes root... 

—Nancy Plienis for many hours of planting, weeding, 

watering...and for sprucing up the Memory Garden & creating 

living art in the east side planters 

—Marv & Kerry Okrina for the gift of Carol’s rain barrel 

—Rebel Hurd for the “Welcome to our Garden” sign 

—Lance Jeschke for posting photo updates on Facebook 

—Anonymous donors of tomato & pepper plants & cages 

— To Julie Lane for her creative artwork to decorate the garden 

—And all of you who have stopped to chat & check  

to see what’s growing! 
 

Keep watching for more growth. There will be a banner of prayer 

flags on the garden fence. I’ll leave a Sharpie marker on the rain 

barrel.  Come & write a prayer on one of the pennants. 
 

In the words of Ben Howard (my grandson) “Maybe people will 

sprout a new hobby!” 

                     Jan McDonald 

                         (605) 212-2769 

                         jnmcdonald75@gmail.com 

“I love gardening, from my head to-ma-toes” 

 

 

From Pastor Paul 
 

Dear friends; 

There is an understanding of God in Scripture which, I 

believe, must be cast over all the other understandings of God we 

poor, frail flesh are wont to apply:  that being that whatever else 

we may say of the Divine, God in all his godness will always 

remain, still, a mystery.  Why?  Succinctly, because God is God 

and we are not.  “Finitum non capax infinitum.”  The finite cannot 

even begin to fathom the infinite.  Knowing the secret heart of God 

is way beyond our pay grade. 

That said, there has always been a disposition in religious 

experience and in intellectual, theological reflection that assumes 

we can penetrate more profoundly the divinity of God than, in fact, 

we were ever meant to.  “Tell me who you are!  Tell me your 

name!  Whom shall I say has sent me?” asked Moses of God, 

seeking something concrete to hang his theological hat on, only to 

be told in answer, “Yahweh!  My name is Yahweh!  which means, ‘I 

AM who I am;  I will be whom I will be.’” 

The “Old Adam” in me really doesn’t like this about God.  No 

one among us likes a God that’s too big for us to handle or know 

or explain in all his or her godness.  (Note here that we don’t even 

have the vocabulary necessary to the task.)  We especially dislike 

the inscrutable God when the vicissitudes of life outrun all human 

reason and we’re left with hollowed out old answers to the often 

impenetrable question, “Why?” 

“Why this pandemic?  Why all the hate in our world?  Why 

can’t we all live together in peace?”  There can never be an 

adequate answer to the problem of pain, suffering, indiscriminate 

evil, and how God may or may not be involved in it.  No answers, 

but in both Judaism and Christianity, there are replies. 

Imagine a child awakening in the middle of the night and the 

mother coming into the room to hear her child say, “I’m scared.” 

The mother says, in reply to her child, “There’s nothing to be 

frightened about.  There’s nothing under the bed.”   

But of course, indeterminate fear being the most irremovable 

of all fears, the child presses on, “I know, but I’m still scared.” 

The mother does not answer the fright of the child.  A wise 

mother says, “Don’t be afraid, I’m here,” which is not an answer to 

the child’s fear…  but it is a reply.  To the problem of human 

suffering there is, most often I think, no answer.  But there are 
replies.  Correspondingly, there’s little to be had of certitude in the 

face of this day’s suffering, but there can be faith – faith and its 

fruit, the gift of hope – because God who is still afoot is as loving 

as a dear and loving mom.   

 



 

 (Pastor Paul continued…..) 

Here we are, four months into a full-blown pandemic and 

everything that has meant to human community everywhere, and 

we still don’t seem to know any more about how it advances than 

we did the day it first fell upon us.  Personally, I still think we could 

(and should), certainly by now, know more, if only we had the 

care, the patience, and the fortitude to fend off COVID19.  But we 

still can’t know everything.  Especially, we can’t say for sure what 

God might be up to in all of this, if God is up to anything at all.  

Yet, we can believe.  We can believe that God is near, that He will 

have the last word over all of our sadness and confusion, that 

when everything else is said and done, God will have his loving 

way.  Everything will be alright.  I can’t say it with certitude.  I can 

say it with faith and its still-living hope.   

Be well.  Be patient.  Be kind.  Hang on.   
 

 

 

 

 

FROM PASTOR PAUL / ST. JOHN OFFICE HOURS 
 

Dear friends; 

 

I’m keeping hours at the church office Tuesday through Saturday, 

weekly, and Sunday morning.  The church proper, however, is not 

always open.  To facilitate your visit, please call the church office 

to let me know you’re on the way (336-3253).  Joanne continues to 

do all her work at home using the computer equipment we were 

able to send along with her, checking in at the office per phone 

daily and at least a few times each week in person.  Per Pastor 

Paul, he’s grateful for this very workable working-arrangement, 

particularly since Joanne’s husband, Jay’s, recent hospitalization 

and heart surgery.  Her work from home without a hiccup and 

safeguards Jay’s healing where he is recuperating every day, sans 

any exposure whatsoever to COVID19.  Please thank Joanne for 

her good work at your first opportunity. 

 

With gratitude, 

Pastor Paul 

 

PEOPLE TO THANK!! 
 

Thank you Nancy Plienis for cleaning out and replanted the 

large stone planters on the east side of the church and for 

cleaning up the Memory Garden and for planting and assisting 

in our community garden! 

 

Thank you Ryan McCormick for working many, many hours 

recording and editing to get our Sunday worship videos online! 

 

Thank you to Jeff and Jane Nyhaug and Jan and Marty 

McDonald for volunteering during this pandemic to stuff, seal 

and label the Newsletter for mailing!  

 

Thank you to our president, Kari Clark, our Wellness Team 

Committee, Executive Board & Church Council for their 

continued meetings and discussions via Zoom (which isn’t 

always easy) to make the tough and unprecedented decisions 

regarding re-opening the church building, funeral attendance, 

ways to worship, etc.   

 

Thank you to some of our members for their leadership, 

prayers and good words in our weekly videos.  

 

Thank you Jan and Marty McDonald for leading the community 

garden effort and for all the time you spend planting, weeding, 

watering, etc.  It is a marvelous place!  

 

Thank you to Belva Kurtz and the youth group for sorting and 

preparing the many, many donations that are in the church 

garage for their upcoming rummage sale.  

 

Thank you to everyone that are making phone calls checking 

on our St. John family.  Keep up the good work!  

 

Thank you all for your prayers, patience and grace during this  

pandemic, and as we adjust our schedules and lives at home 

and here at St. John American Lutheran Church.  

 

For from him and through him and for him are all things. 
To him be the glory forever! Amen.     Romans 11:36 

https://dailyverses.net/romans/11/36


High and Middle School News 
 

Miss all of you, here is an update on our High and Middle School Youth: 
All of our summer servant trips and camps have been cancelled 

for this summer do to the Corona Virus.  As of right now, we have no 
dates for the Middle School Bible Camp for next year, but we did move 
the High School servant trip to June of 2021.  All of our servant projects 
have are cancelled also.  We do miss helping others. 

Update on our rummage sale-- as of right now we are not sure 
what the CDC is going to recommend, but we will continue to take items 
now.  We will aim for the sale in September. 

Take care and stay safe, your mask is your next best friend. 

 
Belva Kurtz | Youth & Family Ministry Director 
p. 605.214-7539 Call | Text    e. bkurtz@vastbb.net 

 

 

 

 

If you have items that you would 
like to donate for the sale, please 

call Belva at 605-214-7539. 
 
 

 

 
 

JUNE STATS:     Families        373 
                                                Baptized Membership          678 

                                               Confirmed Membership       552 
 

                                                         (Statistics as of 6/24/20) 

 

FUNERALS 

 Verna Menard, June 12, 2020 
  

WEDDINGS 

 Cierra Dirkson and Marcus Chapin, June 6, 2020 

 
CHANGES FOR YOUR DIRECTORY: 

 A 2020 directory is available for pickup on the Welcome Center 

  

 

From Intern Pastor Rebel 

Do you have a favorite flower? Mine is the Blanket Flower; 

Gaillardia for you botanists. It has a bright reddish-orange center 

that variegates out to a yellow tip. My love didn’t blossom from 

growing up picking wildflowers or planting seeds with my mother, 

this is a bit more of a story about life and death.  

While I was a Social Worker, on the Mille Lacs Band of 

Ojibwe Reservation, Jeff and I became pregnant with our first 

child. A beautiful relationship grew over those nine months of 

pregnancy. The elders of the tribe took it upon themselves to 

nurture me, to teach me how to make fry-bread (to help the baby 

grow of course), to sew a Lone-Star quilt to be wrapped around me 

before giving birth, and to share their stories. One of these stories 

was about the Blanket Flower. You see, there is a legend of a First 

Nation weaver who made blankets of vibrant colors to place on the 

graves of those who died. When he died, he was wrapped in a 

vibrantly weaved blanket too. Soon after, flowers began to cover 

his grave daily, making a blanket that would bloom and spread 

forever.  

To this day, whenever I see a blanket flower I think of my 

time with the Ojibwe elders. Although many were Christian, some 

prayed to The Great Spirit while others prayed to God. In both 

cases, I heard prayers of thanksgiving, prayers of good news, 

prayers for the ill and meek, and prayers for the persecuted. And 

sometimes, I heard prayers for Blanket Flowers. That we might 

wake to blooms on graves, in ditches, in gardens, on hilltops and 

reservations because creation is where we meet our maker. There 

is great diversity in our world and in those who reside in creation. 

God is both in the ditches of life and the hilltops- the highs and the 

lows, and wherever you may find yourself on this day, may God be 

with you. “Neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 

that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:39 

 

 

 
 

 

The deadline for the monthly Newsletter is 8:00 

a.m. on the 20th of the preceding month. This month 

it will be 8:00 a.m. Monday, July 20th.  

 

 

mailto:bkurtz@vastbb.net


 
Quilts Galore!! 

  

For 2020, the Shetek Quilt Auction will look different.  Join us 

online, starting June 27 – July 4, 2020 for our 34th annual 

Quilt “Auction” to support Shetek! The beautiful quilts and 

other items that have been donated will be offered for sale 

on our website through our camp store.  Now, more than 

ever, Shetek is relying on our wonderful donors to support us 

during these difficult times.  Please consider buying a 

quilt/item to support the ministry at Shetek.  

https://shetek.org/store/ 
  

 
 
 

Meals-On-Wheels 2020 
St. John is responsible for Meals-on-Wheels 
drivers and helpers every Tuesday.  If you are 
able to help out with this important community 
activity, please use the sign-up sheets at the 
Welcome Center (east entry of church).  The 
meals are picked up at the Center for Active 
Generations.  Thank you! 

 

Remember – you can sign up for just one Tuesday if you 
wish.  Any and all help is needed and appreciated! 

 

PLEASE WELCOME OUR NEW ORGANISTS 
 

BRENDA OLSON! 
 

Brenda Olson and family have lived 

in the Sioux Falls area for 25 years. 

 Brenda grew up near Wentworth, 

SD.  Along with her aunt, she began 

assisting with the organ as a 

teenager at St. Peter’s Lutheran 

Church in Wentworth, SD.  She has 

also been an organist at Zion 

Lutheran Church in Sioux Falls since 

2003.  Brenda has worked as 

registered Nurse since 2001 in the Cardiology department at 

Sanford Health managing the Pacemaker and Monitoring 

services.  It has been a true gift to serve God and community.   

 
  
 

JANE KURTH! 
 

I began playing for  aspects of church 

services  when I was 14.    I have 

probably been playing for Lutheran 

services for over 40 years.  I view it as an 

honor to be given an opportunity to 

share in leading worship services.  I play 

both the piano and the organ.  I would 

be happy to accompany vocal or 

instrumental soloists and especially like 

to encourage young worshippers to 

participate  in  a musical way.  I look forward to working with 

Pastor Paul and others in the congregation. 

 

https://shetek.org/store/


For the month of July, St. John  

will be collecting: 
  

*new men and women socks 

*deodorant 

*body wipes 

*gallon ziplock bags 

 

These items will be put into a beautiful blue bag and 

distributed to people in need in our community. You may 

bring one or more items to our first church service, July 

11 or July 12, or arrange for items to be picked up at your 

front step by calling Kari Clark at (605) 351-4785 or 

kaclark74.1@gmail.com.   Thank you!   

   St. John Social Concerns Board 

 

 
 

Are you looking for something to do for 

the community? Volunteers needed now 

more than ever, please consider 

becoming a Banquet Angel by texting 

“Angels” to 605-413-1971 or contact 

at thebanquetsf.org or call 605.335.7066! 

Serve as an individual, family or group of 

friends!  

 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Are you receiving our weekly e-mails with prayer 

concerns and announcements?  If not, and you have 
an e-mail address, please contact Joanne at the office 

or send her an e-mail to add you to the list! 
 

LWR (Lutheran World Relief) 
 

    In July, August and September we will be collecting items for 

School Kits.  Shop early for school supplies as they may be limited 

later on.  Included in each kit is the following: 

 FOUR 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled 

 paper, 8” x 10 ½”; no loose leaf paper 

 ONE 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters 

 on one side and inches on the other 

 ONE pencil sharpener 

 ONE pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with 

 embedded steel blades work well) 

 FIVE unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; 

 FIVE black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); 

 ONE box of 16 or 24 crayons 

 ONE 2 ½” eraser 

 

     We are also always in need of sheets to use for the backing for 

our quilts.  The quilters will meet again when it is safe to do 

so. Thank you for your continued support and we hope to see you 

soon! 

                                  Barb Buchanan and Ann Mortenson 

                           Co-Chairs of Mission Action Service Group. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MESSAGE TO MEMBERS OF ST. JOHN 
 

Your continued financial support is needed.  St. John’s expenses 

do not stop during this pandemic. You can continue your giving 

while away by arranging for an automatic bank withdrawal or 

giving online through our website or Facebook page.  If that is not 

possible, please consider sending in or dropping off your regular 

offering.  Please contact Joanne Pesicka at 336-3253 to make these 

arrangements. It would be greatly appreciated.    

 

mailto:kaclark74.1@gmail.com
http://thebanquetsf.org/


From the Library  

www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch 

 Summer is here. I send blessings and prayers to the whole 

St. John family. We trust that you are doing well and drawing near 

to God in your own way. It is good to get outdoors and enjoy the 

sun. It is also nice to relax and read. The last thing I did in the 

library before the Covid shutdown, was to put up new bulletin 

boards.  When I do finally get back, I will need to change them 

again, since they display Easter and spring messages! 

One of the books I have been reading is called Dreams 

from My Father by Barak Obama.  I was only a little ways into it 

when all of the Black lives Matter protests began.  This book 

became so much more than a history of a former president. It 

gives an inside look into what it is like to be black, not just in a 

white America, but also in a white family.  I can’t wait to get this 

and all the other books processed for you to read. 

The other book which I just finished is Lorna Landvik’s  

“Angry Housewives Eating Bon Bons”. This piece of fiction unites a 

group of stay-at-home neighbors who initially get together as a 

book club, but become much more. They always enjoy good food 

and drink and a break from raising children, as well as a chance to 

expand their minds. Through the next thirty years, they cry on 

each others’ shoulders over divorce, illness, children’s decisions, 

etc.  But they also bond as sisters during the good times (and 

snowball fights). It makes me wish I had a group like them, and 

also thankful for the friends I have. God bless! 

                                         Linda the librarian (Linda Weber) 

 

 
 

  Third class mail cannot be forwarded.  If you change your 
address, let us know so you receive your next Newsletter.  You 
will also save the church the 62cost of address corrections. 

 
 

 

 

-In memory of Simone Lembcke: $25-Banquet; 

$25-Lutheran World Hunger; $25-Memorials & 

Gifts 

-In memory of Don Christensen: $20-Banquet; $10-Mission 

Globe for NAMI 

-In Memory of Esther Rognlien: $25-Lutheran World Hunger 

-In Memory of Alma Rames: $25-Lutheran World Hunger 

Other Gifts:   $335.00-Mission Globe for NAMI; $300-Gift for 

H.S. Trip 2021;  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Thank you so much for the cards, calls, 

thoughts, and prayers at the passing of my 

wonderful sister, Esther.  Thank you to 

Pastor Paul for his many "front door 

distancing" visits to pray with us.  You have 

supported us during a very difficult time.  

We appreciate it all so very much.  

Ken & Mary Johnson 

 

     Sincere thanks to my St. John family for support, prayers and 

sympathy during my sister's stay at Good Samaritan Village and 

her passing to new life. I'm so grateful we were able to bring Verna 

to the altar of St. John for her funeral. It was so very important to 

her to have that last trip down St. John's aisle. God bless you and 

keep you.   

JoAnn Wagner 

 

Thank you to the Endowment Committee for the financial 
scholarship and to the congregation for their continued prayers and 
support as I begin my 3rd year at USD. 
     Matt Pesicka 

 
 

 
 

http://www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch


ST. JOHN GENERAL FUND – May 2020 
Harley Shafer, Treasurer 

 

BALANCE ON HAND 5/1/2020 6,341.47$            

Total Receipts for Month 24,441.39$          

Total Cash on Hand 30,782.86$          

Less Expenditures for Month (22,556.69)$        

From Capital Fund Payable -$                    

BALANCE ON HAND 5/31/2020 8,226.17$            

Harley Shafer, Treasurer  
 

 
 
 
 

EXPENSES THIS MONTH YEAR TO DATE ANNUAL 
  PAID PAID BUDGET 
 
Our World Mission $   1,805.00   $9,065.00  $ 21,700.00 
 
Pastoral Ministry & Staff 18,177.23 106,720.69 291,839.00 
 

Worship & Service 1,695.91 9,580.93 30,950.00 
 
Our Church Home 878.55 16,054.99 50,850.00 
  __________ __________ __________ 
 
Total Expenditures $  22,556.69 $141,421.61 $395,339.00 

 
 
 
 

 

OUR GIFTS FOR THE LORD AND HIS WORK – GENERAL FUND__ 

                                  Offerings         Expenses         Difference 

YTD Total (5/31)       $133,013.59  $(141,421.61) $(8,408.02) 



$95,821.09

RECEIPTS $0.00

$0.00

$0.00

Interest $0.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS $0.00

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS

$0.00

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS $0.00

SAVINGS BALANCE $95,821.09

CHECKING BALANCE $356.31

RECEIPTS

$0.00

$0.00

 Interest $0.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS $0.00

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS

$0.00

$0.00

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS $0.00

CHECKING BALANCE $356.31

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT

Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 1/25/24 $103,963.64

American State Bank; 2.7%; maturity 3/3/21 $102,697.95

Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 10/15/21 $55,000.00

TOTAL CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT $261,661.59

TOTAL CAPITAL FUNDS $357,838.99

PAYABLES

Transfers from General Funds (end of year) $32,000.00

     Transfer from General Fund (year end) 2020 $0.00

     Transfers to General Fund 2020 -$11,000.00

TOTAL PAYABLES $21,000.00

DESIGNATED FUNDS

     Elevator Funds for maintenance $6,853.08

     Semmler Bequest: future Internship Programs $31,066.27

TOTAL DESIGNATED FUNDS $37,919.35

$298,919.64

5% of 2020 budget 

St. John Policy #5: The Capital Funds Account shall maintain a minimum balance amounting to 5% of the annual

congregational budget. Any transfer of money from the Capital Fund to the General Fund shall have Council

approval.

May 31, 2020

May 31, 2020

TOTAL AVAILABLE CAPITAL FUNDS May 31, 2020

$19,766.95

May 1, 2020

Capital Fund Statement
Karen Scarborough, Treasurer

SAVINGS BALANCE May 1, 2020

May 31, 2020

 

 


