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St. John Friends,
We yearn to gather, we yearn to hear the Word in
person, we yearn for the cure of COVID-19. During this
difficult time of uncertainty, we must determine what is in
the best interest of our congregation as a whole to return to
service and activities at St John. Therefore, a Wellness
Committee*, consisting of health professionals has been
created to provide guidance to our Executive Committee and
Council as far as suggested reopening dates and preparations
for when we meet again. We ask for your continued
patience, grace and flexibility as we strive to make the most
appropriate decisions for our entire congregation. At this
time, we will not be meeting in person for services or
activities in June. We will continually monitor the state and
federal guidelines for a phased approach to reopening. If
you have questions or concerns, please contact me.
Kari Clark, St. John Council President
(605) 351-4785, kaclark74.1@gmail.com
*Our Wellness Team: Travis Spier, Chair; Marty & Jan
McDonald; Steve & Beth Matson; Jeannette Stowsand

A prayer for healing
Almighty God, you are the Source of health and healing, the
Spirit of calm, and the Central Power of the universe. We ask that
you would fill us and all with such an awareness of your Presence
within that we may have complete confidence in you. In all pain
and weariness and anxiety, may we rest in your protecting
care; may we know ourselves to be encircled by your loving power
so that we may allow you to give us health and strength, faith and
peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Lettuce celebrate! It’s Thyme to garden!
If you’ve driven through the church parking lot this week, you
may have noticed that some dirt work is being done. In the spirit
of the Victory Gardens of the 1940’s, we thought it would be great
to start a St. John community garden.
If you’d like to “Let it Grow” that would be “vine & dandy”
with us. We don’t “carrot all” if you don’t have a green thumb, you
can still “weed it & reap”. We hope to “produce” enough
“produce” to share with our Garfield neighbors and
our St. John family.
“Sow” if you want to “dig” gardening because it keeps you
“grounded”, give us a call, send a text or email, or just
“turnip” and say hi!
Jan & Marty McDonald
(605) 212-2769
jnmcdonald75@gmail.com
“I love gardening, from my head to-ma-toes”
A HUGE “THANK YOU” to Mark Stanley for tilling
the new garden spot!”

From Pastor Paul
Buildings are buildings, nothing more. Space, dedicated for
a particular purpose. Cubic feet, brick and mortar, cedar and pine.
Doesn’t matter if it’s a warehouse or a church. Even St. John is
but a tool. Within its walls a particular work will be done.
We miss our work with each other within the walls. With or
without walls, the work to which we’re called continues. We’ll
proclaim God’s Word. We’ll also hear it. From faith, for faith, the
Word of Christ shall be preached, within the walls or without.
People may be proud of their church, proud of its beauty,
its grandeur. But pride alone is profane. Only as the building has
become the meeting place with God can any space become the
church of the heart. Whatever walls may echo with my gratitude
to God for all the blessings of life, when the very air breathes
memories of God’s Word of comfort to me, when everything about
me recalls sacred moments of God’s joy and sorrow – only then
does the tool become an object of affection for me.
It is not wrong to be attached to a building. It isn’t wrong
to grieve buildings when they crumble with age or burn to the
ground. My heart, however, is still with God. Worship continues
wherever two or three may gather to hear God’s Word, for our
faith’s sake, wherever that gathering shall occur, within whatever
structure.
I walk into St. John’s sanctuary every day, every day,
every day. It’s empty. It’s beautiful. But it’s not the space that
melts my heart. It’s the people I miss. The gathered church. The
words and the Word and the work we share. “Gracious God,” I
say. “I miss them.”
I say it every day. I think about you every day. I thank
God for you. Within the walls or without, God is still nigh, keeping
us all united through Christ Jesus our Savior and Lord.

From Intern Pastor Rebel
My daughters are big Jane Austin fans. I remember giving
Maisie the novel, Pride and Prejudice when she was around 12
years old. It was a bit thick for a 12-year-old, but I was confident
she would imagine herself in the English gardens, in long flowing
gowns, listening to her father spout poetry, and drinking tea with
her sisters. I didn’t know then, that it would lead to decades of tea
parties with adorable tea cakes (cookies), hours that would
assuredly add up to weeks of curling up on a comfy chair reading
the Classics, an exceedingly growing vocabulary, and a deep love
for the written word.
As we conclude this school year and confirmation class, I
am looking fondly back at a year of teaching. Not of what I taught
them, but what they taught me. You see, each of you parents have
your own memories of raising your children. Your own stories like I
just shared. And I give thanks that I got to catch a glimpse of
them. Stories of grandparents, pets, four-wheeling, sibling rivalries
and sibling love, quarantine, favorite stuffed animals and where
they came from, joy and pain, online school, and their love for the
written Word.
The Word that kept us together is the Word of God. As we
journeyed through this year we were unfailingly pulled back
together as the people of God by a promise given to us in our
baptism that we are never alone. God will always show up for us
and we often see God most clearly in the messes of life. In the
rainy season. It might feel like we are living in a long, rainy season
right now. The kind that makes mudslides, flooding, and erosion.
But surely, God’s Word never fails and when God sends the rain,
something will indeed grow from it. Just as the rainy season brings
about improved air quality, substantial vegetation growth, and
enhanced freshwater quality, God’s Word brings us real hope, like
water in the desert. Like a return from exile after quarantine. God
is with us. God is with you. May the peace of the Lord rest easy on
your heart today.

Please continue to e-mail your positive thoughts and
silver linings to stjohnlutheran1912@msn.com and we
will continue to share in the monthly Newsletter!
The deadline for the monthly Newsletter is 8:00
a.m. on the 20th of the preceding month. This month
it will be 8:00 a.m. Saturday, June 20th.

PLEASE WELCOME OUR NEW CUSTODIAN,
ROLLAN WENGERT!
I live in Tea, SD and currently work
for Real Property Management
Express. My wife works for Lamar.
We have three boys, rowdy and
strong willed. And, a foreign
exchange student for much of the
year. Before this, I served in the
Army for four years, after which I
went to USF and graduated with a
degree in Philosophy/Theology.
For the previous 10 years, I worked
at McCrossan Boys Ranch. We
attend Central Valley Community
Church in Hartford.

THINGS TO KNOW
Phone calls are continually being made to check in on our
members. If you have not received a call and are in need of any
assistance, please don’t hesitate to contact the church office at
336-5253 and leave a message. Thank you.
Joanne will continue to work from home in June. If you need to
drop off or pick something up from the church, please call ahead
and make arrangements. Thank you. 336-3253
Devotional and worship videos are posted for you to watch at your
convenience on our website: www.stjohnlutheranchurch.net and
our Facebook page: @StJohnAmericanLutheranChurchSF
Please don’t forget to mail in your weekly offerings. The building
may be closed, but the daily work and mission of St. John
American Lutheran church goes on. For your convenience, we
have e-giving available on our website or Facebook page.

LWR (Lutheran World Relief)
April through June we will be collecting articles for the baby
layettes. Items can be new or slightly used.
We are always in need of sheets to use for the backing for our
quilts. The quilters will meet again when it is safe to do so. Three
quilts were finished and given out to our High School Seniors this
month. May God Bless their new adventures in life. Thank you for
your continued support and we hope to see you soon!
Barb Buchanan and Ann Mortenson
Co-Chairs of Mission Action Service Group

High and Middle School News
Update on our rummage sale-- as of right now we are not sure
what the CDC is going to recommend in June, but we will continue to
take items now. If we don’t have our rummage sale in June we will aim
for September.
Take care and stay safe, your mask is your next best friend.

Belva Kurtz | Youth & Family Ministry Director
p. 605.214-7539 Call | Text e. bkurtz@vastbb.net

If you have items that you would
like to donate for the sale, please
call Belva at 605-214-7539.

POSITVE NOTES and
SILVER LININGS!
From Jeff & Betsy McIntyre: Covid19 has taught us a deeper
sense of gratitude....for slower, self-paced days, clearer minds,
less clock watching, appreciation for our jobs, more dog hugs,
naps, and wearing comfortable clothes all day. We love and miss
our church family!!
From Dave & Marge Lovaas: My husband and I have learned to
really appreciate all of the things that we usually take for granted.
We go for rides and enjoy the beauty of our world. Trying to get
back to the simple pleasures in life.
From Rodney Hughes: The good and the bad;
Good - I find that I’m spending a lot more quality time with my
family. Bad - My family is finding that they are spending a lot
more quality time with me. (:
From Kari Clark: The positive for me has been the time available
to talk (and see) more family via zoom. As hard as it was in the
beginning, the time available to just be still. To be able to still
hear the Gospel and messages of hope from our Pastors even
though we can’t be together. To have the time to write cards and
letters to people because I don’t have other commitments.
From Mary Johnson: Having a Zoom visit with our Goddaughter
and some good friends here in Sioux Falls, and a "family reunion"
on Zoom with my siblings and their spouses from California,
Pennsylvania, and Tennessee!
From Karen Espeland Terry: I am still able to work.

Gift Cards for a number of local businesses/restaurants are available
for purchase by calling the church office to schedule a purchase &
pick up time. Gift Cards may be purchased in varying denominations
allowing you to purchase merchandise at their respective businesses
up to the face value of each card. In most instances, Gift Cards
purchased at St. John result in a 5% profit from participating
businesses to our St. John Youth to help with summer camps and
servant events.
THANK YOU FOR PURCHASING GIFT CARDS AT ST. JOHN.

♫ ♫

“Music Notes”

♫ ♫

Hello and I hope this finds you well. I know this definitely wasn’t the
end of the choir year we were hoping for, but I just wanted to thank all
of our members for their hard work this year. We had some fun songs
planned for April and May, so we will just wait to perform those for you
next year! At this time I would like to recognize all of our members and
to wish you a great summer. Hopefully we can come back in the fall
ready to sing and play our hearts out! 😊
St. John Bell Choir
Timothy Schroeder
Mari Ibis
Sandy Scott
Jane Nyhaug
Marissa Schroeder
Joanne Pesicka
Annika Kvale
Angela Nordstrom
Greg Noble
Jarid Kvale
Aiden Scott
Adam Nyhaug

St. John Adult Choir
Jeannette Stowsand
Theresa Schwarzhoff
Joanne Pesicka
Annika Kvale
Marissa Schroeder
Tondi Sorenson
Tammy Shafer
Roxy Weidenbach
Beth Matson
Claudia Kapp
Ken J. Johnson
Marv Okrina
Tim Janssen
Greg Noble
Dean Noble
Nancy Hansen
Chris Mathieu
Steve Matson
Sandy Scott
Aiden Scott
Chris Mitchell
Amber Holtberg
Sarah Jo Jorgensen
Director of Choirs

June Mission Globe

From the Library
www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch
Blessings to you as we continue to be separated. It is
beginning to feel like the new normal. I hope you are adjusting to
it. Mostly, I pray that you are well…physically, mentally, and
spiritually. I miss you!
I hope you are reading again, I am. I have found some
interesting books. I am reading a biography, a fiction book about a
women’s book club, a religious book, and, of course, the Bible. All
are interesting and I have found that alternating between them is
quite satisfying. You might like to try this method sometime.
The books purchased in February are now on the web site.
Once it is safe to go back to the library, I will finish getting them
processed for you to check out. So be looking for these, as well as
the ones processed in February.
For those of you interested in historical fiction, check out
Bittersweet by Colleen McCullough (author of The Thorn Birds).
It takes place in Australia during the great depression. Four sisters
(two sets of twins) go to nurses training at the same time. Life
takes them on different paths in love and careers. But the bond
between them is unbreakable. It will make you think of siblings
and how they change and how they always stay the same.
Take care of yourselves, stay healthy, read your Bible.
Know that God will get us through these trying times.
Linda the librarian (Linda Weber)

 Third class mail cannot be forwarded. If you change your
address, let us know so you receive your next Newsletter. You
will also save the church the 62cost of address corrections.

Our June Mission Globe gifts will go to NAMISouth Dakota. The National Alliance on Mental
Illness (http://www.nami.org), is the nation’s
largest grassroots mental health organization
dedicated to building better lives for the millions of
Americans affected by mental illness. You are
welcome to make a contribution, above and beyond
your regular giving. Please make checks payable to
St. John Special Funds and mail them to
the church office. Thank you.

St. John has a Facebook page
Check us out! Keep informed about
upcoming events, weekly bible verses,
service videos, special announcements,
photos & more!
www.facebook.com/StJohnAmericanLutheranChurchSF

WE NEED DRIVERS FOR JUNE!!!!!
Meals-On-Wheels 2020
St. John is responsible for Meals-on-Wheels
drivers and helpers every Tuesday. If you are
able to help out with this important community
activity, please call Joanne at the church office.
336-3253 ASAP. The meals are picked up at
the Center for Active Generations. Thank you!
Any and all help is needed and appreciated!

APRIL STATS:

Families
Baptized Membership
Confirmed Membership
(Statistics as of 4/26/20)

373
678
552

Capital Fund Statement
Karen Scarborough, Treasurer
SAVINGS BALANCE

April 1, 2020

$75,821.09

RECEIPTS
Memory of Joyce Haase Nelson

FUNERALS: Simone Lembcke, May 18, 2020

$20,000.00
$0.00
$0.00

Interest
TOTAL RECEIPTS

$20,000.00

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS
$0.00

Dear Friends at St. John American Lutheran,
Glory House is extremely grateful for your
congregation's Mission Globe offering of
$420.01 given during March, 2020. Your
generosity makes a positive difference in the
lives of our clients, allowing us to continue
our mission of "Helping People Claim their Lives with
Christian Compassion, Resources and Support."
Thank you very much for your continued prayers, too!
Allan M Saugstad, BA, MDiv
Development Coordinator

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS
SAVINGS BALANCE

$0.00

April 30, 2020

CHECKING BALANCE

$95,821.09

April 1, 2020

$356.31

RECEIPTS
$0.00
$0.00
Interest
TOTAL RECEIPTS

$0.00
$0.00

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS
$0.00
$0.00
TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS

Moving: I made a big decision in 1998 to
resign a job of twenty-two years as
Registrar at Northwestern College in Orange
City, IA; and, I moved to Sioux Falls, SD.
This decision was made due to my marriage
to DK who was a resident of Sioux Falls.
And now since his passing, I’ve made
another big decision to move back to my
hometown area. I am relocating to Alton, IA. I recently sold my
home which was a blessing during this Covid-19 time when house
showings were limited. I purchased a twin home in Alton which is
two miles from Orange City. It is sad to be leaving such a caring
congregation as St. John, especially since we have not been in
church and not been able to see one another. I will be returning to
my former church in Orange City where the same pastor is still
serving and some of the same friends are still members. I will also
have sisters nearby.
I’ve met so many wonderful friends at St. John. It is sad to
be leaving, but I am very grateful our paths in life have crossed.
Hopefully we will be able to keep in touch, since Alton isn’t too far
away.
Thank you everyone for everything – you will be missed.
Paula Koller

CHECKING BALANCE

$0.00

April 30, 2020

$356.31

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT
Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 1/25/24
American State Bank; 2.7%; maturity 3/3/21

$103,963.64
$102,697.95

Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 10/15/21
TOTAL CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT

$55,000.00

TOTAL CAPITAL FUNDS

$261,661.59

April 30, 2020

$357,838.99

PAYABLES
Transfers from General Funds (end of year)
Transfer from General Fund (year end) 2020

$32,000.00
$0.00

Transfers to General Fund 2020

-$11,000.00

TOTAL PAYABLES

$21,000.00

DESIGNATED FUNDS
Elevator Funds for maintenance

$6,853.08

Semmler Bequest: future Internship Programs
TOTAL DESIGNATED FUNDS
TOTAL AVAILABLE CAPITAL FUNDS

$31,066.27
$37,919.35

April 30, 2020

5% of 2020 b udget

$298,919.64

$19,766.95

St. John Policy #5: The Capital Funds Account shall maintain a minimum balance amounting to 5% of the annual
congregational budget. Any transfer of money from the Capital Fund to the General Fund shall have Council approval.

ST. JOHN GENERAL FUND – April 2020
Harley Shafer, Treasurer
BALANCE ON HAND

4/1/2020

$

5,018.08

Total Receipts for Month

$

27,052.84

Total Cash on Hand

$

32,070.92

Less Expenditures for Month

$

(25,729.45)

From Capital Fund Payable

$

BALANCE ON HAND

4/30/2020

$

6,341.47

Harley Shafer, Treasurer

EXPENSES
Our World Mission

THIS MONTH
PAID

ANNUAL
BUDGET

1,805.00

$7,260.00

$ 21,700.00

19,591.27

88,543.46

291,839.00

Worship & Service

1,321.81

7,885.02

30,950.00

Our Church Home

3,011.37
__________

15,176.44
__________

50,850.00
__________

Total Expenditures

$ 25,729.45

$118,864.92

$395,339.00

Pastoral Ministry & Staff

$

YEAR TO DATE
PAID

OUR GIFTS FOR THE LORD AND HIS WORK – GENERAL FUND__
Offerings
Expenses
Difference
YTD Total (4/30)
$108,572.20 $(118,864.92) $(10,292.72)

