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Dear friends; 

Our Executive Committee, taking to heart the wisest 

guidance we’re all afforded by the CDC, has concluded that we as a 

congregation must remain in our self-imposed hiatus and continue 

to refrain from all public gathering for worship, fellowship, and/or 

service through the month of May.  Should it become abundantly 

clear to St. John’s leadership that it will be safe beyond a 

reasonable doubt to resume congregational worship and 

programming before then, we will announce at first opportunity.  

At this particular moment, it doesn’t seem that this will be the 

case.   
 

What can we do as we await the Day? 
 

 Keep our distance.  This is how we take care of our community, 

our church community and our larger community.  This is the 

sacrifice that’s asked of all of us.  And this we can do. 
 

 Call and/or write one another, being, I’d suggest, particularly 

mindful of those who are homebound, especially those who are 

prohibited from having visitors.  Take this opportunity to tell or 

write people what can never be said enough, and what never 

stays said however often it’s repeated, that they’re 

remembered and loved.  I can’t think of a better time in all my 

life, personally, to tell the people who bless me every day how 

grateful I am for each and all of them.  Please begin writing 

and calling, using your church directory.   
 

 Let’s learn the lessons this moment means to teach us.  I can’t 

say for sure what that meaning will be for you, though I’d 

certainly like to hear what you’re thinking.  I’m not even sure 

there are any right or wrong answers, just your answers, and 

mine.  Thinking all this over, I like to keep keep in mind 

something Churchill said in the throes of national crisis:  

“People occasionally stumble over the truth about themselves 

and their world, but most of us just pick ourselves up and 

hurry off as if nothing happened.”  Just saying:  this time in 

which we’re living definitely presents a teachable moment;  

those who have ears to hear and eyes to see, let her hear, let 

him see. 

 

 Be kind.  For the fun of it, especially try to be kind in one of 

those places kindness isn’t often anticipated or expected 

(driving in traffic, waiting at the checkout, meeting complete 

strangers along the bike trail…  It will bless you as much as it 

will bless them.   
 

 Observing social distancing, watch for opportunities to pray and 

Commune with your St. John family via St. John’s website 

(www.stjohnlutheran.net) and on St. John’s Facebook page.  

New opportunities are presented on almost a daily basis.   

Pastor Paul 
 

 

 
LET’S PLAN A PARTY, A PARADE, A DANCE! 
THE CORONAVIRUS WILL SOON BE BEHIND US! 

WHAT OUGHT A PROPER CELBRATION & THANKSGIVING 
LOOK LIKE? 

 FOR ST. JOHN? 
 FOR THE GARFIELD NEIGHBORHOOD? 

 FOR SIOUX FALLS? 
E-MAIL THE OFFICE WITH YOUR IDEAS! 

 

 

 

http://www.stjohnlutheran.net/


From Pastor Paul 
 

One Sunday after a terrifying, heart-rending Friday…   

Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome 

went to a cemetery to pay final respects to a dead Jesus and 

discovered, instead, the living, breathing Christ, who told them to 

go to Peter and the rest and tell them all he’d be waiting for all of 

them in Galilee.  On the road to Emmaus that very day, Cleopas 

and another disciple were met by a stranger who joined them in 

their journey and was revealed to be the resurrected Jesus.   None 

of them saw him coming, even as he, Jesus, stood before their 

very eyes.  They had lost all hope.  Given up.  The presence of 

Christ and the power of his resurrection became apparent and real 

for them only over time and always, it seems, in the “least 

expected places” –  in the breaking of bread, by way of a few 

loving words, in some familiar phrase only Jesus would employ…  

and suddenly, there he was!   

Where is the risen Christ and all the power of his 

resurrection/life found by and shared with Peter, James, Thomas 

and Salome, Cleopas, Mary, and all the rest?  Where shall you and 

I engage him, or more precisely, where shall we be engaged by 

him this new day after a harrowing Good Friday, whatever shape 

Good Friday may have taken in our lives this week?  According to 

the Synoptics, Jesus will engage us not in Jerusalem in the Temple, 

not in Rome the Capital, not atop a mount like Sinai, nor in some 

burning bush.  If Jesus will engage us anywhere, he’ll find us not 

where we usually anticipate everything wonderful is headed, in 

some unspeakable glory, but back home, on the road to a much 

more familiar place, where all our life with Christ began for us  –  

where you & I live every moment of our habitual, ordinary, 

everyday existence–at home amid the people with whom we live,  

work and play every unspectacular day. The story of Christ 

began/begins in all these places:  in a manger in Bethlehem, in a 

font in a sanctuary named for St. John;  in the breaking of bread 

along the way to Emmaus, over a bowl of Cornflakes at your 

kitchen table;  in the smile of Christ on a Sunday morning, in the 

unadorned quiet of an old neighbor’s company on a Monday;  in a 

kindness come your way at the hands of a complete stranger, and 

surprise perhaps of all surprises, through some small kindness paid 

some complete stranger by you in the midst of your everyday, 

ordinary life…   This is where it all started long before Easter.  This 
is where it continues, by faith, after Easter.   

Resurrection happens ever-so-much closer to home than 

often, we think.  “He who has eyes to see, let him see.  She who 

has ears to hear, let her hear.” 

 

 
 

High and Middle School News 
 

Miss all of you, here is an update on our High and Middle School Youth: 
All of our summer servant trips and camps have been cancelled 

for this summer do to the Corona Virus.  As of right now, we have no 
dates for the Middle School Bible Camp for next year, but we did move 
the High School servant trip to June of 2021.  All of our servant projects 
have been cancelled also.  We do miss helping others. 

Update on our rummage sale-- as of right now we are not sure 
what the CDC is going to recommend in June, but we will continue to 
take items now.  If we don’t have our rummage sale in June we will aim 
for September. 

Take care and stay safe, your mask is your next best friend. 

Belva Kurtz | Youth & Family Ministry Director 
p. 605.214-7539 Call | Text    e. bkurtz@vastbb.net 

 

 

 

 

If you have items that you would 
like to donate for the sale, please 

call Belva at 605-214-7539. 
 
 

 

 
  

 
 

MARCH  STATS:     Families        374 
                                                Baptized Membership          679 

                                               Confirmed Membership       553 
 

                                                         (Statistics as of 3/23/20) 

 
 

 

 

mailto:bkurtz@vastbb.net


Things to Know 
 

We, as a congregation, need to be planning for the End 

to the Covid Crisis.  We will soon be forming a 

Wellness Team to put together a “welcome back” plan.  

Prayerfully consider being a part of this team. We will 

be making phone calls in the next few days and weeks.   

 

We will also be needing worship volunteers again once 

we can welcome everyone back.  The services and the 

volunteer positions will most likely be different than 

what we are used to.  Please be open to help when you 

get that phone call as well.   

 

Phone calls are continually being made to check in on 

our members.   If you have not yet received a call and 

are in need of any assistance, please don’t hesitate to 

contact the church office at 336-5253 and leave a 

message.  Thank you. 

 

If you need to drop off or pick something up from the 

church, please call ahead and make arrangements.  

Thank you. 336-3253 

 

Devotional and worship videos are posted for you to 

watch at your convenience on our website:  

www.stjohnlutheranchurch.net  and our Facebook page: 

@StJohnAmericanLutheranChurchSF 

 
 

 

 

 

From Intern Pastor Rebel 

First and foremost, I miss you! I miss standing at the door 

and watching you walk in on Sunday mornings. I miss seeing you 

sit in your “assigned” seats in the sanctuary. I miss the organ and 

the piano playing and looking out over you and watching you sing 

along. I miss visiting you in your home. I miss standing in the 
pulpit (and out of the pulpit) while delivering sermons to you. I 

miss the hugs you give me and I give you after worship…Oh, boy, 

do I miss those. I miss one of you asking me if I know your name 

yet, even though I have known it since month one. I miss quickly 

grabbing a cup of coffee before running downstairs to be with the 

confirmation class. I miss Wednesday coffee hours with the 

quilters, jokes with Dave, drop-ins with the OWLS, bumping into 

the ladies in the sacristy, wondering who left something on my 

desk, coming out to chat when you drop something off at the 

office, hearing Joanne’s to-do list, sitting with Pastor Paul and 

praying for you by name…Yes, I can keep going. Basically, I miss 

all of St. John. 

 This is a time of grief and it is ok to name what we are 

grieving. There is a lot of loneliness in the world right now. We can 

certainly talk about ways to combat it, but acknowledging the loss 

is part of the journey too. Each week, I meet with the confirmation 

class on Zoom. We spend half of our time checking in with one 

another; sharing our highs and lows, making our prayer list and 

being the church together in a way that offers hope for the future. 

We seem to be living out a different kind of Easter story of death 

and resurrection every week. Just last night one of the 

confirmation students talked about a potential start date for 

summer sports. I found myself perking up, asking questions, and 

truly being excited about this activity. It is not that this is my 

favorite sport; it is what this potential start date offers… hope. 

Hope that life can return to a bit of regularity again, hope that 

people will be able to see loved ones again and hope that we can 

come together and do all the things we are missing.   

 This also brings me personally to a strange place. 

Yesterday I finished my second to last theological paper for 

seminary…only one more to go!!! This is very exciting, and yet I 

understand what our seniors in high school and our seniors in 

college (my daughter Autumn being one of them) feel as our 

graduations have been canceled and we must find new ways to 

mark these important times. So today, I decided to order caps and 

gowns for Autumn and I. We will have Darby play the graduation 

march on the piano and we will prance around the house and yard 

for a few minutes marveling in the finality of four more years of  
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(Intern Pastor Rebel continued…) 

higher education. It is what I can do to make this situation the 

best it can be and that is what I need to do for me. 

 What is it that you need to do for you? May is mental 

health awareness month. According to the NAMI website, “Now 

more than ever before, it is important for the mental 

health community to come together and show the world that no 

one should ever feel alone.” So, I write this to remind you to 

grieve what you need to grieve, name it, figure out ways to 

celebrate what you can celebrate, reach out to Pastor Paul or me, 

or call 800-950-NAMI. You are not alone. May the Lord Bless you 

and Keep You, and may you be reminded each and every day that 

you matter and belong to the community of St. John and the 

community of God. 

 

 

 

 

May Mission Globe 
 

Our April and May Mission Globe gifts will go to 

NAMI-South Dakota.  The National Alliance on 

Mental Illness (http://www.nami.org), is the 

nation’s largest grassroots mental health 

organization dedicated to building better lives for 

the millions of Americans affected by mental illness.  

You are welcome to make a contribution, above and 

beyond your regular giving. Please make checks 

payable to St. John Special Funds and mail them to   

                     the church office.  Thank you. 

 

 

 

 
 

       St. John has a Facebook page  

Check us out!  Keep informed about 
upcoming events, weekly bible verses, 

special announcements, photos & 
more! 

www.facebook.com/StJohnAmericanLutheranChurchSF 
 

 

 

Let us join together to do a Virtual Walk for Mental Health 

on May 30. 
 

 
TOGETHER WE CAN: 

 Promote awareness of mental health and reduce stigma, 

in this difficult year more than ever 

 Raise funds for NAMI's mission of advocacy, support 

and public awareness 

 Build community and reassure people they are not alone 

Please join Our Journey to Wellness team and participate with 

us, or SUPPORT US by making a donation to our team.  

All funds raised directly support the mission of NAMI to provide 

support, education, and advocacy to individuals and families 

right here in our community.  Together, we are moving closer to 

a world where all people affected by mental illness live healthy, 

fulfilling lives supported by a community that cares. Mental 

Health for All! 

For more information, please contact: 

Crystal McCormick, Team Captain, 605-929-3485 

or cjmccormick2004@gmail.com 

Or 

Kari Clark, Team Walker, 605-351-4785 

or kaclark74.1@gmail.com 

 

 

http://www.nami.org/
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POSITVE NOTES and  

SILVER LININGS! 
From Belva Kurtz: This gives me more time for walks, gets me to 

clean out my closets, spend more time with the grandkids and 

family.  I have been busy making masks for others which makes 

me feel good to know that I can help.  And my house has never 

been this clean! 

 

From Joanne Pesicka: Wearing street clothes each day instead of 

office clothes is a nice change.  Having groceries delivered instead 

of spending time on Saturdays at the store!  Having Matt home 

from college all this time is great.  Learning new things like 

“meetings via Zoom” and seeing my other children via “Google 

Duo”—two things I had never heard of before this crisis. 

 

From Doris O’Dea: I’ve been focusing on being grateful. Grateful 

I can cut my own hair. Grateful I’ve been retired a few years, so I 

learned how to be alone. Grateful for friends and family that 

continue to share their love and support, even at a distance.  

 

From Carol & Brian Landsverk:  Less driving. Cleaner air! Take 

good care and hello to all!   

 

From Dan Hooks: I feel more loved than ever by Polly and I'm 

recognizing how much she puts up with.            

 

From Jan McDonald: I’ve enjoyed phone calls with friends from 

St. John—and meeting some new friends!    

 

From John McIntyre: There is a saying:  “Absence makes the 

heart grow fonder.”  That has been proven  to me these past few 

weeks, during the quarantine.  I now know just how important the 

St. John community is to me.       

 

From Dawn Peterson:  The earth is getting a rest!  Pet adoptions 

are up!                

 
From Kathy Jones:  My silver lining is that I have more time to 

reach out to family and friends that are far away.  It has been 

wonderful reconnecting.  I've also been spending more time in 

prayer which for me is a great way to stay calm and reassured.                                     

 

 

   ♫   ♫        “Music Notes”    ♫   ♫    
 

Greetings to you all this May.  I hope you are all doing well and 

staying healthy.  I’ve had the opportunity to talk to many of you 

by phone, text, email, or video chat and it’s so great to connect 

during this time of social distancing.  I loved the online Easter 

service and am so thankful to Pastor Paul and Rebel for their 

videos and letters, as well as our website/social media volunteers 

for posting them!  I’ve shared them with others I know who aren’t 

members of our congregation, and they have appreciated the 

words of encouragement as well.  I’m so thankful for the beautiful 

spring weather and the opportunity to enjoy the outdoors.  Besides 

connecting with others and being outdoors as much as possible, 

I’ve been filling my time with art projects, baking, and learning 

some new skills.  I’m trying to learn the ukulele (I’ll bet THAT’S fun 

for my neighbors-ha!!!!!!!!).  I also attempted sewing for the first 

time in my life (we made masks for our participants at work).  

Someone told me I could cross it off my bucket list and I told them 

sewing most definitely wasn’t on it!!!!!!!!!!!  I have a feeling I 

wasn’t a “natural”, because soon I was relegated to pinning and 

cutting!  😊  Our choir year has definitely been cut short this year.  

I miss you all and wish you health and happiness during this 

difficult time.  Until we meet again, I’ll leave you with the lyrics of 

a song we sing at the end of every Adult Choir rehearsal: 
  

Go in the grace of the Lord, 

Walk in the way of His Word, 

Stand in the strength of His promises, 

And believe in your heart they are true. 
 

Sit at the feet of the Savior, 

Pray in the power of the Spirit, 

Rise and run the race with patience, 

And go in the grace of the Lord. 
 

Go in hope, God’s hope. 

Go in peace, God’s peace. 

Go in joy, everlasting joy, 

As you live in the fullness of his love. 
 

Go in the grace of the Lord. 

         

   Sarah Jo Jorgensen 

          Director of Choirs 

 



Endowment Fund Scholarships 

      St. John’s Endowment Fund has designated some funds for 

scholarships for members of St. John American Lutheran 

Church for the purpose of attending higher education. If you 

would like an application mailed or e-mailed to you, 

please call the church office. Applications must be returned 

to the church office no later than May 31, 2020.   
 

 
 

LWR (Lutheran World Relief) 
 
      

     May & June we will be collecting articles for the baby layettes.  

The layettes consist of:  2 receiving blankets, 2 baby gowns or 

sleepers without feet, 2 shirts, 1 hand towel, 1 sweater and a hat or 

sweatshirt with a hood, 2 socks, 4 diapers, 2 diaper pins and 2 bars 

of soap. The recommended size is up to 3months-2T.  Items can be 

new or slightly used. If you can store these items until it is safe 

to deliver to the church that would be very helpful.  

     We are also always in need of sheets to use for the backing for 

our quilts.  The quilters will meet again when it is safe to do so.  

     Thank you for your continued support and we hope to see you 

soon! 

                                  Barb Buchanan and Ann Mortenson 

                           Co-Chairs of Mission Action Service Group. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

The deadline for the monthly Newsletter is 8:00 

a.m. on the 20th of the preceding month. This month 

it will be 8:00 a.m. Wednesday, May 20th.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
-In memory of Olive McCain: $50-Banquet 

-In memory of Sven Godwin: $100-Mission Globe for 

NAMI; $150-Memorials and Gifts 

-In Memory of Joyce Haase Nelson: $10-Mission Globe for Glory House; 

$35-Memorials and Gifts;  

 
-Other Gifts:   $50-St. Dysmas; $20-Choir Fund; $245.01-Mission 

Globe for Glory House; $20-Gift for Youth; $25-Mission Globe for NAMI 

in honor of Tyler Godwin; $50-General Fund in honor of Pastor Paul;  

$100-Food To You 
 

  
Thank you St. John for donating food for 

Feeding South Dakota last month!  Our donation 
box was overflowing!  Thank you to Dave 

Ericksen for loading it and delivering it all  to the 
Feeding South Dakota office!   

 
Thank you to Barb Buchanan, the St. John Quilters and a few others 

for making disposable masks for our local hospitals and nursing homes.  
What an amazing act of kindness! 

 
Thank you Phil and Jackie Johnson for continuing delivering Meals 

on Wheels every Tuesday for St. John!  We will need volunteers for 
June, so please keep this serving opportunity in mind! 

 
  

 

SILENT-AUCTION ITEMS! 
Looking for something to do while we’re 

“sheltering in place”?  If you’re like me, 

trying to do some Spring Cleaning, you may 

run across some “treasures” that you no 

longer need.  If so, please set them aside for 

our Silent Auction this fall.   Call me at (605) 

212-2769 & I’ll arrange to pick them up—probably from your 

doorstep!  Thanks for your help.   

               Jan McDonald 
 



From the Library  

www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch 

  

Blessings to all of you.  I pray for your health, safety and 

sanity in this time of the Covid 19 pandemic. I miss you all.  I miss 

the church.  I miss the library. I am thinking of you and hoping that 

we can soon get back together.  My prayers go out to you. 

I have plenty of time on my hands. That leaves a lot of time 

for reading.  I do find it hard to concentrate, though. Perhaps you 

do also. That means it is ever important to find a good book.  I did 

finish one I have read before. Sometimes it is good to re-read 

something. I picked up a new copy at a book sale in March. I also 

purchased 20 other new books. I am processing them, so once the 

church is opened, there will be new choices for you. 

The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls is a memoir of 

resilience and redemption.  When Sober, her father captured his 

children’s imagination, teaching them physics, geology, and how 

to embrace life fearlessly.  But when he drank, he was dishonest 

and destructive, often leaving them with nothing to eat for days.  

Her mother was a free spirit who shunned the responsibility of 

raising a family. I was astounded at what four young children did 

to raise themselves, while living with parents who thought only of 

themselves.  I highly recommend this book. It is very sad to think 

of children being raised they way they were.  

Take care of yourselves. I hope God joins us together soon. 

                                  Blessings in these uncertain times, 

                                         Linda the librarian (Linda Weber) 
 

  Third class mail cannot be forwarded.  If you change your 
address, let us know so you receive your next Newsletter.  You 
will also save the church the 62cost of address corrections. 

 

 

ST. JOHN GENERAL FUND – March 2020 
Harley Shafer, Treasurer 

 

BALANCE ON HAND 3/1/2020 3,192.31$            

Total Receipts for Month 30,636.50$          

Total Cash on Hand 33,828.81$          

Less Expenditures for Month (28,810.73)$        

From Capital Fund Payable -$                    

BALANCE ON HAND 3/31/2020 5,018.08$            

Harley Shafer, Treasurer  
 

 
 
 
 

EXPENSES THIS MONTH YEAR TO DATE ANNUAL 
  PAID PAID BUDGET 
 
Our World Mission $   1,805.00   $5,455.00  $ 21,700.00 
 
Pastoral Ministry & Staff 23,814.50 68,952.19 291,839.00 
 

Worship & Service 1,048.78 6,563.21 30,950.00 
 
Our Church Home 2,142.45 12,165.07 50,850.00 
  __________ __________ __________ 
 
Total Expenditures $  28,810.73 $93,135.47 $395,339.00 

 
 
 
 

 

OUR GIFTS FOR THE LORD AND HIS WORK – GENERAL FUND__ 

                                  Offerings         Expenses         Difference 

YTD Total (3/31)       $81,519.36    $(93,135.47) $(11,616.11) 
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$75,800.58

RECEIPTS

$0.00

$0.00

Interest $20.51

TOTAL RECEIPTS $20.51

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS

$0.00

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS $0.00

SAVINGS BALANCE $75,821.09

CHECKING BALANCE $356.31

RECEIPTS

$0.00

$0.00

 Interest $0.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS $0.00

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS

$0.00

$0.00

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS $0.00

CHECKING BALANCE $356.31

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT

Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 1/25/24 $103,963.64

American State Bank; 2.7%; maturity 3/3/21 $102,697.95

Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 10/15/21 $55,000.00

TOTAL CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT $261,661.59

TOTAL CAPITAL FUNDS $337,838.99

PAYABLES

Transfers from General Funds (end of year) $32,000.00

     Transfer from General Fund (year end) 2020 $0.00

     Transfers to General Fund 2020 -$11,000.00

TOTAL PAYABLES $21,000.00

DESIGNATED FUNDS

     Elevator Funds for maintenance $6,853.08

     Semmler Bequest: future Internship Programs $31,066.27

TOTAL DESIGNATED FUNDS $37,919.35

$278,919.64

St. John Policy #5: The Capital Funds Account shall maintain a minimum balance amounting to 5% of the annual

congregational budget.  Any transfer of money from the Capital Fund to the General Fund shall have Council approval.

March 31, 2020

March 31, 2020

TOTAL AVAILABLE CAPITAL FUNDS March 31, 2020

5% of 2020 budget $19,766.95

March 1, 2020

Capital Fund Statement
Karen Scarborough, Treasurer

SAVINGS BALANCE March 1, 2020

March 31, 2020

 


