St. John
American Lutheran

Capital Fund Statement
Mary Johnson, Treasurer
SAVINGS BALANCE January 1, 2020

March 2020

$83,426.37

RECEIPTS
Stan Dahl Bequest Residual

$2.80

Interest

$0.00
$0.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS

HANG ON!

$2.80

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS
Transfer to General Fund from Payables

$6,000.00

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS
SAVINGS BALANCE
CHECKING BALANCE

$6,000.00

January 31, 2020

$77,429.17

January 1, 2020

$356.28

WEDNESDAYS IN LENT, 6:30 P.M. IN THE
SANCTUARY OF ST. JOHN.

RECEIPTS
$0.00
$0.00
Interest
TOTAL RECEIPTS

$0.02

Supper served, starting at 5:30 p.m.

$0.02

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS
$0.00
$0.00
TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS
CHECKING BALANCE

$0.00

January 31, 2020

$356.30

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT
Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 1/25/24
American State Bank; 2.7%; maturity 3/3/21

$103,963.64
$102,697.95

Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 10/15/21
TOTAL CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT

$55,000.00

TOTAL CAPITAL FUNDS

$261,661.59

January 31, 2020

$339,447.06

PAYABLES
Transfers from General Funds (end of year)

$32,000.00

Transfer from General Fund (year end) 2020
Transfers to General Fund 2020

March 4 / Pastor Dennis Hansen
March 11 / Pastor Lori Hope
March 18 / Bishop Andrea DeGroot-Nesdahl
March 25 / Intern Pastor Rebel Hurd
April 1 / Pastor Paul Matchan

$26,000.00

DESIGNATED FUNDS
Elevator Funds for maintenance

NOT ABLE TO WORSHIP ON SUNDAY?

$6,853.08

Semmler Bequest: future Internship Programs

SATURDAY EVENING WORSHIP

$31,066.27

TOTAL DESIGNATED FUNDS

5% of 2020 b udget

We will deal with fear by naming all the ways it isolates,
creating in us both outrage and inaction, self-assertion
and paralysis. Everybody hurts. We all know some
darkness. But we’re not alone. Faith is a gift.
Faith matters.
WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S PULPIT:

$0.00
-$6,000.00

TOTAL PAYABLES

TOTAL AVAILABLE CAPITAL FUNDS

“When your day is night, and you feel like letting go,
when you think you’ve had too much of this life, well,
hang on. Cuz everybody hurts. Everybody cries. Take
comfort in your friends. Hold on.” - R.E.M.

$37,919.35
January 31, 2020

$275,527.71

$19,766.95

St. John Policy #5: The Capital Funds Account shall maintain a minimum balance amounting to 5% of the annual
congregational budget. Any transfer of money from the Capital Fund to the General Fund shall have Council approval.

5:00 P.M.

BUILD-A-BASKET

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION
Know someone who would like to join in the work and worship of
Christ through St. John? New members will be received during
worship on Sunday, March 15, at 9:30 a.m., with a congregational
brunch served by our church council members to follow. Those
wishing to join are asked to attend a New Member Orientation
the Sunday before, March 8, 9:45 a.m., in the Lee Stadem
Conference Room & Library.
Who do you know that’s just been waiting to be invited?

BELIEVE WITH US, BELONG WITH US,
BECOME WITH US!
ST. JOHN AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH + ELCA

It’s not too early to start thinking about Silent Auction
for Harvest Festival!
—Watch for “Inspiration Items” in the Fellowship Hall
—Choose an item that “Inspires” you
—Use that “Inspiration Item” to “Build-A-Basket”
See or call Jan McDonald for more information.
212-2769. Thanks!
ST. JOHN GENERAL FUND – January 2020
Harley Shafer, Treasurer
BALANCE ON HAND

BOOK OF THE MONTH: THURSDAYS
IN LENT The Spirituality of Imperfection:
Storytelling and the Search for Meaning
by Ernest Kurtz & Katherine Ketcham
Facilitator: Pastor Paul
The Spirituality of Imperfection, steeped in the rich traditions of the
Hebrew prophets and Greek thinkers, Buddhist sages and Christian
disciples, is a message as timeless as it is timely. This insightful work
draws on the wisdom of the ages to provide an extraordinary wellspring
of hope and inspiration to anyone thirsting for spiritual growth and
guidance in these troubled times.
1. Call the office (336-3253) or sign up in the entryway of St. John for a
copy of the text by March 1. Cost of book: $15.00. Books will be
ordered by the church and available to readers by March 8.
Chapters 1-_ will be discussed at our first meeting, March 12.
2. Meet Thursday evenings in March (March 5, 12, 19, 26), 6:30 – 8:00
p.m., at Kaladi’s, 1716 S. Minnesota Avenue.

1/1/2020

$

5,634.19

Total Receipts for Month

$

24,535.27

Total Cash on Hand

$

30,169.46

Less Expenditures for Month

$

(35,862.93)

From Capital Fund Payable

$

6,000.00

$

306.53

BALANCE ON HAND

1/31/2020
Harley Shafer, Treasurer

EXPENSES
Our World Mission

THIS MONTH
PAID

ANNUAL
BUDGET

1,845.00

$1,845.00

$ 21,700.00

22,756.88

22,756.88

291,839.00

Worship & Service

3,373.86

3,373.86

30,950.00

Our Church Home

7,887.19
__________

7,887.19
__________

50,850.00
__________

Total Expenditures

$ 35,862.93

$35,862.93

$395,339.00

Pastoral Ministry & Staff

$

YEAR TO DATE
PAID

(Thank yous continued……)

From Pastor Paul

Thank you again for the wonderful prayer shawl I received
years ago when I had a hip replaced; I use it almost daily and it
always makes me feel like your arms are wrapped around me and
surrounding me with love. I can't knit and appreciate all the time
that went into making it.
Thank you to everyone for talking to Doug on Sundays and
sending good wishes home with him.
Thank you! Diane Halstenson

So what does it mean to be great? Who is it that is truly
successful? The Evangelist Mark writes about these matters when
he takes James’ and John’s conversation with Jesus per who
should have the most prestigious seats in the kingdom. It's easy to
dismiss them for being brazenly opportunistic; certainly they could
have been more discreet. Jesus, on the other hand, seems to
know that James and John only voice what is on the minds of
everyone. What’s the payoff that comes from following
Jesus? And what, really, does Jesus' brand of greatness cost?

Thank you for your prayers, for phone calls, for visits and
get well wishes. What a blessing it is to belong to a praying and
caring congregation. God Bless you.
Karen Dirkson
On behalf of Feeding South Dakota, I would like to thank you for
your generous donation of 287 pounds of food given in the month
of January. Thanks to your continuing partnership, we provided
over 12.8 million meals to families in need last year.
Matt Gassen, CEO, Feeding South Dakota
Dear St. John,
Thank you for your generous Mission Globe offerings
designated for my seminary expenses. I appreciate it more than
you know. Your kindness and love have been such a blessing to me
and my family and we give thanks for you all, every day. May God
bless you as He continues to bless my theological studies and time
here with each of you.
With gratitude,
Your intern pastor, Rebel Hurd
Please extend a hearty thank you to Lois Lundberg for
serving as the Fellowship chair as well as her team. Their gifts of
hospitality, generosity, and hard work have played an important
role in promoting fellowship here at St. John. Thanks to each of
you for providing such a welcoming atmosphere. All of your gifts
of money, time and efforts, and most important caring make our
St. John home such a welcoming place. Lois' "shoes will be hard to
fill". With your help and support, I will do my best. Thank you
Lois!
If you have an interest in baking or being a coffee host
following services, please contact me at 339-3387. Please feel free
to leave a message. Thank you for your prayerful consideration.
Claudia Kapp. Fellowship Chair

Interestingly, Jesus doesn't berate his disciples for making the
request, which confirms my suspicion that their desire for greatness
is not an anomaly. But Jesus does let them know that for those
who follow him, the path to greatness often takes a very different
path. Jesus turns our usual understanding of success on its ear.
Nothing so vividly captures the difference between a life of
Christian discipleship and lives centered on other philosophies as
what Jesus says in Mark 10.42-44: "You know that among the
Gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over
them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so
among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you
must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you
must be slave of all.” Jesus clearly contrasts how greatness is
measured in the world and how it is to be attained in the Christian
life, and he directly addresses the human desire to distinguish
ourselves through power, prestige, and privilege.
Let's face it, all of us live "among the Gentiles." The old Adam
or Eve in us is capable of “lording it over anyone” we perceive to
be vulnerable. There's something of a tyrant in all of us. The world
equates greatness with being catered to. The successful are the
ones who always get their way. Jesus would have us think of
greatness differently. Those who want to share in Jesus' glory must
be fit with a greatness that comes from embracing a way of life
that seems to have everything in our culture backward. Whoever
wishes to be great must set out in what seems the opposite
direction of greatness. In the Christian life, greatness is measured
in serving, giving, loving, and even dying to self. Honor is found not
in titles or privilege but in determined goodness and great
humility. In the strange world of the reign of God, power is not a
matter of ruling over others but of living on their behalf.

(Pastor Paul continued……..)
"You have no idea what you're asking," said Jesus, when James
and John asked to sit at Christ's right hand. "Are you able to drink
the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism with which I
am baptized?" Anyone who follows me, cautions Jesus, will be
immersed in sorrow, affliction, and loss. There is no alternative path
to blessedness, no scenic route to Jerusalem. There's only one way
to beatitude... and it involves sharing in Christ’s passion – a
different kind of payoff, to be sure. But what a life.
From Intern Pastor Rebel
As we begin our forty-day journey of Lent toward Easter,
we sit in the midst of a time where we are negotiating the world
and the mystery of death. As a church body, we are grieving. We
have had many losses.
We turn our hearts to our redeeming God who is gracious
and merciful.
This great redeeming God of ours raises us from the dust of death
and marks us with the cross of salvation. This is the same cross
you received at your baptism. “You, ____________, child of God,
have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of
Christ forever.”
While we journey through Lent, we return to God in our
brokenness; His lost and frightened people. We assemble still, as
the body of Christ; the priesthood of all believers, asking God to fill
our empty vessels with hope, trust, and the confidence in the
mercy of Jesus Christ.
Behold, Lord, an empty vessel that needs to be filled.
My Lord, fill it.
I am weak in faith;
strengthen me.
I am cold in love;
warm me and make me fervent
that my love may go out to my neighbor.
I do not have a strong and firm faith;
at times and I doubt and am unable to trust you altogether.
O Lord, help me.
Strengthen my faith and trust in you.
Martin Luther, 1483-1546
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

I would like to thank everyone for your
patience and co-operation while I am
learning how to use the new technologies.
As I am planning funerals, text messaging
has made my job so much easier and
faster. I used to spend at least 4 to 5 hours
on my phone and get almost tongue tied saying the same thing so
many times, and of course most (including me) have to chat a few
minutes. Now with the group messaging even as many times as I
revisit the messages, I don’t think I spend one hour on the phone.
Still have a bit of tweaking to do, but I just wanted to let you all
know how much I appreciate your help.
If you are not on a list for serving funerals and would like
to be, just call the church office or me at 941-6496. We still have a
little trouble getting enough workers and food for larger funerals
during the week when so many are still working. Thanks everyone.
JoAnn Garner
Dear St. John American Lutheran congregation, Thank you for
your donation of $358.65 to Food to You Mobile Food Pantry. Your
generous donation from proceeds of your annual Harvest Festival
is much appreciated and your volunteers are, too. Thank you.
We would like to thank everyone who responded to our
request for sewing machines. We are overwhelmed by your
generosity.
Thank you, St. John Quilters
I want to take a moment to say Thank you to so many
people who went through this event with me. First, to JoAnn
Garner who has been my main help and friend. Also, to church
people with their prayers, well wishes, cards, food and visits. What
a blessing to have so many people who care, along with Pastor
Paul and Inter Pastor Rebel who were always there when needed.
God’s Blessing.
Linda Hasvold
Thank you to my St John American Lutheran Church family
and friends for the prayers, cards, visits and phone calls this past
year. Special thanks to Pastor Paul for bringing communion and
sunshine to our home and the hospital.

(High and Middle School Events continued….)
Saturday, March 28th: Ag Days – Washington Pavilion
from 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Will be serving with lunch, in need
of 6 volunteers.
Sunday, March 29th: H.S. Coffee hour at 10:30 a.m. Will
need you there at 10:15 to get set up. If you are in church you
may come back after the sermon. I will need bakers, let me know
if you can help. Hot stuff pizza and coffee orders are due.
Belva Kurtz | Youth & Family Ministry Director
p. 605.214-7539 Call | Text e. bkurtz@vastbb.net
St. John Prayer Ministry & Prayer Box – Pastor
Paul and prayer ministers would like to pray for
you. Prayer requests are received in a
secure prayer box in the back of the St. John
sanctuary and are kept in strictest confidence
before, during, and after prayers are said on your
behalf. It is of utmost importance to the St. John
congregation that all our members and friends are
prayed for on a routine basis. Please help your
pastor and prayer ministers to be faithful and effective in this
undertaking by sharing with us whatever you may have in your
heart to share.

FEBRUARY STATS:

Families
Baptized Membership
Confirmed Membership

371
676
552

FUNERALS
Olive McCain, February 11, 2020
Donna Gorwill, February 21, 2020
Sven Godwin, February 25, 2020
June Johnson, February 29, 2020
- In memory of Olive McCain:$1055-Capital Fund;
$20-Care Team Ministry; $10 Endowment Fund;
$25- Lutheran World Hunger; $10-Mission Globe
-In memory of Donna Gorwill:- $10-Mission Globe
-In memory of Fred Gorwill:-$10-The Banquet

Other Gifts: $50-St. Dysmas; $1200.00-Quilt Makers for sewing
machines; $20-Gifts for youth; $449-Mission Globe for The Gideons

Seeking part-time church custodian, for more
information contact Kari Clark at 351-4785
or kaclark74.1@gmail.com or stop by the
church office for job description and
application. Thank you!

Potluck & Movie
Saturday, March 21st
St. John Fellowship Hall
6:00 Potluck with movie to follow
Showing: Mary Poppins Returns

The deadline for the monthly Newsletter is 8:00
a.m. on the 20th of the preceding month. This month
it will be 8:00 a.m. Friday, March 20th.

Meals-On-Wheels 2020
St. John is responsible for Meals-on-Wheels
drivers and helpers every Tuesday. If you are
able to help out with this important community
activity, please use the sign-up sheets at the
Welcome Center (east entry of church). The
meals are picked up at the Center for Active
Generations. Thank you!
Remember – you can sign up for just one Tuesday if you
wish. Any and all help is needed and appreciated!

♫ ♫

“Music Notes”

♫ ♫

Greetings to you as we head into the Lenten season. On
March 8th, the Bell Choir will be playing “Love Divine, All Loves
Excelling”. The title is misleading, because although the piece is
very pretty, it is not the same tune we all know by that title. We
hope you enjoy the alternate tune! So far this year some of our
Adult Choir selections have featured solos by sopranos Jeanette
Stowsand and Joanne Pesicka, and in February our alto section
was featured. This month we will be performing the catchy reggae
selection, “Don’t Worry About Tomorrow” on Sunday, March 1st.
It will feature a solo by sopranos Annika Kvale, Marissa Schroeder,
and Theresa Schwarzhoff. We will be accompanied by guest
musicians Carol Rockwell and Donna Van Veldhuizen, as well as
our own Jarid Kvale, all on ukulele. Also, our accompanist Amber
Holtberg will be playing percussion on the song. I’d like to thank
Marv Okrina for tearing out a step and replacing tile in the balcony.
Our piano in the balcony was falling out of tune because it was too
close to the heating element. By removing one of the balcony
steps, we hope to keep the piano far enough away to keep it in
tune. I’d also like to thank Mike McCormick for his help in
researching and ordering new mics for our choir loft. Thanks also
to Peggy Jorgensen for baking yummy Valentine cupcakes for our
choirs. We are so blessed to be part of this caring and helpful
congregation!
Sarah Jo Jorgensen
Director of Choirs

Come join Pastor Paul at 12 noon on
Thursdays in the church library for
fellowship and a Bible Study.
Everyone is welcome!

 Third class mail cannot be forwarded. If you change your
address, let us know so you receive your next Newsletter. You
will also save the church the 62cost of address corrections.

High and Middle School Events

All events are for both Middle and High unless marked.

Sunday, March 1st: H.S. Coffee hour at 10:30 a.m. Will
need you there at 10:15 to get set up. If you are in church you
may come back after the sermon. I will need bakers, let me know
if you can help. Hot stuff pizza and coffee orders are due.
Wednesday, March 4th: Lenten Supper – 6 volunteers
needed at 4:30 p.m. to get tables set. We will be serving BBQ
Chicken drumsticks, potatoes, glazed carrots, and dessert. I will
need 6 pans of bars, so let me know if you can bake.
Sunday, March 8th: M.S. Coffee hour at 10:30 a.m. Will
need you there at 10:15 to get set up. If you are in church you
may come back after the sermon. I will need bakers, let me know
if you can help.
Sunday, March 8th: Youth group at 10:45 a.m. in
the youth room, will start looking at activities for our
trip. Remember to set your clocks ahead.
Tuesday, March 10th: Youth Board Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
in Library. Parents & youth are both welcome. We love to have
people with new ideas.
Wednesday, March 11th: Lenten supper – 6 volunteers
needed at 4:30 p.m. to get tables set. We will be serving Hot
dogs, Chili dogs or Taverns, chips, and ice cream.
Sunday, March 15th: Youth Group at 10:45 a.m. in youth
room.
.
Monday, March 16th: Lunch Is Served – 5:30 p.m. to 6:45
pm. – looking for 10 volunteers to help. Bring money and we can
do tacos when done. 1600 E. 12th St.
Wednesday, March 18th: Lenten Supper – 6 volunteers
needed at 4:30 to get tables set. We will be serving pulled pork
sandwiches, cheesy potatoes, and dessert. I will need 6 pans of
bars, so let me know if you can bake.
Sunday, March 22nd: No Youth Group
Tuesday, March 24th: Backpack Program – 6:00 p.m.
4701 N. Westport Ave. Looking for 15 to 20 volunteers, it takes
about 1 hour.
Wednesday, March 25th: Lenten Supper – 6 volunteers
needed at 4:30 to get tables set. We will be serving parmesan
chicken bake, potato, green beans, and dessert. Looking for
bakers to bring dessert.

LWR (Lutheran World Relief)

March Mission Globe

January though March we will be collecting bath towels for the
health kits we send to Lutheran World Relief. Donations can be
placed in the box near the church office door.
Because our sewing machines that we use to sew the quilts had
broken and could not be repaired, on February 9th, we asked the
congregation if anyone had an old machine they were not using,
and if they would donate it to the St. John Quilters. The response
was immediate and overwhelming. We now have 4 sewing machine
to make our quilts! The quilters would like to thank everyone who
donated a sewing machine or gave a donation of money.
We meet every Wednesday from 9:00 – 2:00 and would love to
have you join us for coffee and just visit if you aren't comfortable
sewing. If you want to come for part of the day that is ok, too.
Thank you for your continued support and we hope to see you
soon!
Barb Buchanan and Ann Mortenson
Co-Chairs of Mission Action Service Group

Our March Mission Globe gifts will go toward Glory
House. Glory House began in this neighborhood in
1968, in a pink three-story house at Williams Ave
and 12th St. After outgrowing this location by the
mid-70’s, the present location at West Ave and
51st St was acquired. Five buildings now
accommodate 70 men and 30 women, plus 25 safe,
sober and affordable apartments for persons
needing permanent housing. Glory House staff are certified in
mental health counseling and/or addiction recovery counseling.
Our Mission Globe donations in March will support this ministry of
“Helping People Claim their Lives with Christian Compassion,
Resources and Support.” We can think of it as an extension of St.
John’s prison ministry, since most Glory House clients come from
SDSP or the Women’s Prison in Pierre. You are welcome to make a
contribution, above and beyond your regular giving, in the globe at
the back of the sanctuary. Make checks payable to St. John
Special Funds. Thank you.

WELCA has greeting cards for sale in the church office. There
are, Easter, Father’s Day. Graduation, Birthday, Sympathy,
Thinking of you, Encouragement, Get Well, etc. at $6.00 for a box
of twelve. There are also beautiful table napkins for $3.50 per
package.

Older & Wiser Lutherans
The Owls (Retirees) usually meet the second Monday of each
month at 10:00 a.m. Come join the group … even if you are not a
regular attendee. Come for coffee & fellowship. This month they
are meeting on Monday, March 9th at the 12th Street Fryn’ Pan.
All are welcome!

Support Our Youth!
Monday, March 30th, Tea, SD Pizza Ranch

5-8 PM.
Let the youth of St. John pick up your dirty
dishes and help them raise funds for summer
camps. Hope to see you all there. Thank you!

Daylight Savings Time begins Sunday,
March 8th. Remember to set your clocks
ahead one hour when you go to bed
Saturday night.

NAMI Family Support
Group is a peer-led support
group for family members,
caregivers and loved ones of individuals living with mental illness.

From the Library
www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch
New books are on the shelves. Some are featured on the
ledges. Many are being checked out. Be sure to stop by and see
what we have. Please return any books you are done with. Thank
you for helping keep the books on the shelves in order.
I would like to recommend a book I read a while ago called
The Residence by Kate Anderson Brower. It is a remarkable
history about the White House, told from the point of view of the
staff with elements of the President’s Secret Service and the butler
and maids and cooks and even plumbers, The Residence offers an
intimate account of the service staff of the White House, from the
Kennedys to the Obamas. America’s First Families are
unknowable in many ways. No one has insight into their true
character like the people who serve their meals and make their
beds every day. You will learn, not only how the White House
operates behind the view of the public eye, but also some of the
idiosyncrasies of the presidents, their wives, and families.
Art work on display from now through April will be
presented by Lance Jeschke. Stop by the library to see his work.
Don’t forget to look for a book and check it out!
Linda the Librarian (Linda Weber)

Gift Cards for a number of local businesses/restaurants are available
for purchase on Sunday mornings at the Welcome Center in the east
entryway of the church. (Cards are also available weekdays in the
church office.) Gift Cards may be purchased in varying
denominations allowing you to purchase merchandise at their
respective businesses up to the face value of each card. In most
instances, Gift Cards purchased at St. John result in a 5% profit from
participating businesses to our St. John Youth to help with summer
camps and servant events.
THANK YOU FOR PURCHASING GIFT CARDS AT ST. JOHN.

Gain insight from the challenges and successes of others facing similar
circumstances. NAMI’s Support Groups are unique because they follow
a structured model, ensuring everyone has an opportunity to be heard
and to get what they need.
 Free of cost to participants
 Designed for adult loved ones (18+) of individuals living with
mental illness
 Led by family members of individuals living with mental illness
 Meets the first Sunday of the month in the library 6-7:30 PM
 No specific medical therapy or medication is endorsed or
recommended
 Confidential
For more information about the NAMI Family Support Group at St. John,
contact Kari Clark at 605-351-4785. We meet at St. John the first and
third Sunday of each month at 6:00 PM in the church library.

Project CAR Drivers Needed
You Are The Key!
Volunteers are the key to independence
and quality of life for seniors.
Project CAR (Call A Ride) offers transportation
to Sunday church services, and other church
functions, and medical appointments for adult members of ten
different churches. This transportation is a crucial element in their
ability to remain connected to their church and community. Project
CAR provides vehicles, gas, etc. Please call the Project CAR office
(332-2777) and visit with Kate or Wanda for more information. Men,
women, retired, working, young, young at heart … We Need You!

