St. John
American Lutheran

Capital Fund Statement
Mary Johnson, Treasurer
SAVINGS BALANCE December 1, 2019

$48,334.68

RECEIPTS
Roger Semmler Bequest

$31,066.27

General Fund (end of year transfer)

Service Opportunity

$4,000.00

Interest
TOTAL RECEIPTS

St. John will be serving a Food To You
Mobile Food Pantry distribution here at St.
John on Thursday, February 27th. We need
your help. Please consider helping in any or
all of the following ways:

$25.42
$35,091.69

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS
$0.00
TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS
SAVINGS BALANCE
CHECKING BALANCE

$0.00

December 31, 2019

$83,426.37

December 1, 2019

$356.26

RECEIPTS
$0.00
$0.00
Interest
TOTAL RECEIPTS

$0.02
$0.02

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS
$0.00
$0.00
TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS
CHECKING BALANCE

$0.00

December 31, 2019

$356.28

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT
Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 1/25/24
American State Bank; 2.7%; maturity 3/3/21
Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 10/15/24
TOTAL CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT
TOTAL CAPITAL FUNDS

$103,382.54
$102,697.95
$55,000.00
$261,080.49

December 31, 2019

$344,863.14

PAYABLES
Transfers from General Funds (end of year)
Transfer from General Fund (year end) 2019

$47,000.00
$4,000.00

Transfers to General Fund 2019

-$19,000.00

TOTAL PAYABLES

$32,000.00

DESIGNATED FUNDS
Elevator Funds for maintenance

$6,853.08

Semmler Bequest: future Internship Programs
TOTAL DESIGNATED FUNDS
TOTAL AVAILABLE CAPITAL FUNDS
5% of 2019 b udget

February 2020

$31,066.27

December 31, 2019

$37,919.35
$274,943.79

$19,255.90

St. John Policy #5: The Capital Funds Account shall maintain a minimum balance amounting to 5% of the annual
congregational budget. Any transfer of money from the Capital Fund to the General Fund shall have Council approval.



Host organizations are asked to supply a “Food of the Month.”
February’s food of the month is pasta (any kind). Bring in pasta
anytime between now and February 27th. We need around 200
packages for the distribution. Pasta can be placed in the large
chest that is just outside the door of the fellowship hall.
 You may bring in hygiene packs as well. (a bar of soap, roll of
toilet paper, and a bottle of shampoo in a sealable plastic bag.)
Hygiene packs are an extra item that Food To You gives out and
relies on volunteers to provide. They would gladly accept these
year round. They can be left on top of, or next to the chest. If
you put them in the chest, the food absorbs the scent of the
soaps and must be thrown away.
 Come early on February 27th and help unload the truck and
unpack the food. We need three un-loaders and two-three
others to help unpack the boxes of food. You will need to arrive
at the church by 4:00 for this important task.
 Sign up to staff the distribution on the 27th of February. We will
need about twenty volunteers willing to serve from 5:15 until
7:30 or so to successfully staff the distribution.
There is a sign-up sheet on the Welcome Center. Please sign-up at
least a week before February 27th, so we will know if we have
enough volunteers. If you have served a distribution before, you
know what a rewarding experience it is. If you are looking for a way
to serve your neighbors and community, please consider this
wonderful opportunity. Thank you!

ASHES, ASHES, WE ALL FALL DOWN
From Pastor Paul
Through the Seasons of Christmas and Epiphany we follow a
star into the east to see the Christ and ask “What child is this?”
The bright light of Transfiguration at the close of the Season
proclaims, “Jesus is God’s Son. Follow him.” With Lent, the
landscape is different. The journey isn’t outward, asking, “Who is
this? What child is this?” it turns inward and asks, “Who am I?
What am I becoming? What have I failed to become?” After the
brightness of Epiphany, we turn to God in whose mercy we are
allowed to enter the shadow lands, scratch the surface of our
carefully polished exteriors and see what truth we might find
beneath the veneer.
Welcome to Lent, a Season of self-examination, truth-telling,
and humility, calling us to follow God’s Son to places less
comfortable, places we like to avoid in fairer seasons of life, places
we like to pretend don’t really exist. It begins with ashes smeared
on our brows in the shape of a cross and the memento: “You are
dust, and to dust you shall return.” These ashes, this cross, this
remembrance proclaims Christ’s promise of life even as they point
to Jesus’ (and our) death. They’re given to folks like us who are
inveterate pettifoggers and procrastinators to help us keep “first
things first,” so that what is most important in life, and to life, isn’t
frivoled away.
In his very helpful book, Seven Habits of Highly Effective
People, Stephen Covey invites us to imagine ourselves going to the
funeral of a loved one. We walk inside the funeral home, see the
flowers, hear the soft organ music, visit with friends and family.
As we walk down to the front of the room and look inside the
casket, we suddenly come face-to-face with… ourselves. Four
people speak at our funeral – someone from the family, a friend, a
co-worker, and a member of our church. The stage is set with
already much to consider. Next, Covey asks, “What would you like
each of these speakers to say about you, your life? What kind of
husband, wife, father, or mother would you like their words to
reflect? What kind of friend? What kind of co-worker? What
character would you like them to see in you?
Covey asks the questions to get beneath the layers of
pressing problems, immediate concerns, and outward behaviors…
to all the games we play that keep us from those aspects of life
that truly matter most. He laments the fact that, too often, we get
all caught up in the “thick of very thin things.” We miss the mark.

- In memory of Norma Matthies: $40-Capital Fund
- In memory of Harvey Nelson: $25- Lutheran World
Hunger; $10-Mission Globe for Intern Rebel Hurd
-In memory of John Severson’s sister, Betty: $25- Lutheran World Hunger
-In memory of Fred Gorwill: $10-Mission Globe for Intern Pastor Rebel
Hurd
-In memory of Ann Wiese: $3000-General Fund

Other Gifts: $31,0656.27-Capital Fund designated toward Internship
Program from the estate of Roger Semmler; $20-The Banquet in honor of
Pastor Paul; $125-Prayer Shawl Ministry; $120- Rosebud Ministry; $20Seminary Fund; $50-St. Dysmas; $100-Food to You; $320.57-Quilt
Makers; $1,500-Gift for 2020 H.S. trip; $2250-Gifts for youth

ST. JOHN GENERAL FUND – December 2019
Harley Shafer, Treasurer
BALANCE ON HAND

12/1/2019

$

951.54

Total Receipts for Month

$

42,717.80

Total Cash on Hand

$

43,669.34

Less Expenditures for Month

$

(34,035.15)

To Capital Fund Payable

$

(4,000.00)

$

5,634.19

BALANCE ON HAND

12/31/2019
Harley Shafer, Treasurer

EXPENSES
Our World Mission

THIS MONTH
PAID

ANNUAL
BUDGET

2,285.00

$22,180.00

$ 21,700.00

25,711.18

269,691.91

282,743.00

Worship & Service

1,798.55

22,303.03

31,075.00

Our Church Home

4,240.42
__________

44,124.19
__________

49,600.00
__________

Total Expenditures

$ 34,035.15

$358,299.13

$385,118.00

Pastoral Ministry & Staff

$

YEAR TO DATE
PAID

Gift Cards for a number of local businesses/restaurants are
available for purchase on Sunday mornings at the Welcome Center in
the east entryway of the church. (Cards are also available weekdays
in the church office.) Gift Cards may be purchased in varying
denominations allowing you to purchase merchandise at their
respective businesses up to the face value of each card. In most
instances, Gift Cards purchased at St. John result in a 5% profit from
participating businesses to our St. John Youth to help with summer
camps and servant events.
THANK YOU FOR PURCHASING GIFT CARDS AT ST. JOHN.

JANUARY STATS:

Families
Baptized Membership
Confirmed Membership

373
679
555

FUNERALS
Norma Sandhurst, January 16, 2020
Frederick Gorwill, January 17, 2020
CHANGES FOR YOUR DIRECTORY:
Elizabeth Daggett, 917 W. 15th St., Sioux Falls, SD 57104-4712
Robert & Kathy Hales, 24955 Mica Ridge Road, Custer, SD 577307247
Gene & Nancy Hanson, 2805 E. Indigo Place, Sioux Falls, SD 571084511
Brian & Carol Landsverk, 1947 NW Hoyt St.,Portland, OR 97209-1227
Alice Leimbach, Canton Good Samaritan Center, 1022 N. Dakota St.,
Room 211, Canton, SD 57013-1004
Nancy Semmler, 4504 S. Prince of Peace Pl, Oakland #7, Sioux Falls,
SD 57103
Thomas & Betty Wagner, 2316 S. Woodbine Ln., Sioux Falls, SD
57103-4332
Clint & Renita Walters, 4328 N. Knobb Hill Ct., Sioux Falls, SD
57107-3072
Dear St. John American Lutheran
congregation, Thank you for your donation
of $358.65 to Food to You Mobile Food
Pantry. Your generous donation from
proceeds of your annual Harvest Festival is
much appreciated and your volunteers are,
too. Thank you.

(Pastor Paul continued)…
We miss the life God intended for us. We sin. Ashes, ashes, we all
fall down.
Lent is a Season to do a thorough soul-cleaning, to get into
the corners and up-end heavy furniture, to get at what’s
underneath. Sometimes, it’s only when we remember that we
shall die, or when we’re confronted by the grief of someone else’s
passing, that we realize the importance of dealing with inner
debris. Weeping and mourning are never easy but they may be
doorways to understanding that our pile of “stuff” is higher than it
ought to be, that the material comforts we cling to are not eternal,
and that all that we call our own is really only on loan. Ashes
remind us of that. Ashes also remind that forgiveness sweeps
clean and mercy gives us a new day, a place to begin again. We
don’t have to continue down the same dead-end allies. We can
walk in a different direction, live differently. But first we have to
turn to peer inside to see all that needs to be done.
It is hard to imagine, but no less true: we will, all of us, one
day, die. And some of us will be mourned. And then we will be
gone from the face of the earth. So the message of the ashes is
one of the few honest words in a culture of illusion. It is a word we
shall explore together on Ash Wednesday, not to be morbid, but in
order that we may learn to live, really live, before we die, and to
the end that we may soak up the joy of Easter when it is finally
ours, in early April, and at the end of time.

_______________________________________________________

ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP
Preaching: Pastor Paul Matchan

Feb. 26, 2020, 6:30 p.m.
Supper Served @ 5:30 p.m.

NOT ABLE TO WORSHIP ON SUNDAY?

SATURDAY EVENING WORSHIP
5:00 P.M.

HOLY COMMUNION
“… in the sacrament we receive forgiveness of sins, life, and
salvation, for where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life
and salvation.” (The Small Catechism, by Martin Luther, The
Sacrament of Holy Communion, No. 2)
COMMUNION IS OFFERED EVERY SATURDAY & SUNDAY.
WHY WOULDN’T WE?

♫ ♫

“Music Notes”

♫ ♫

Greetings as we head into February-with an extra day this
leap year! Both choirs are busy learning many new songs as we
head into the Lenten season. This month the Bell Choir will be
performing a new selection, “O Jesus, I Have Promised” on
Sunday, February 9th. The Adult Choir will be performing two new
selections this month. On Sunday, February 2nd, they will perform
the beautiful “In the Bleak Midwinter”, which begins with a solo
featuring our amazing alto section! On Wednesday, February 26th,
they will perform the classic tune with a contemporary twist,
“Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)” at the Ash Wednesday
service. This song gives me chills each time we practice it and we
can’t wait to perform it for you. Thanks to our wonderful
congregation for your continued support!
Sarah Jo Jorgensen
Director of Choirs

A 2020 Church Directory will be printed soon. Please
call the office with your updated address, phone
numbers, e-mails, etc. The Directories will not be mailed
out. You will be able to pick up a copy on the Welcome
Center or in the Church office when they are ready.

Project CAR Drivers Needed
You Are The Key!
Volunteers are the key to independence
and quality of life for seniors.
Project CAR (Call A Ride) offers
transportation to Sunday church services, and
other church functions, and medical
appointments for adult members of ten different churches. This
transportation is a crucial element in their ability to remain connected
to their church and community. Project CAR provides vehicles, gas,
etc. Please call the Project CAR office (332-2777) and visit with
Kate or Wanda for more information. Men, women, retired,
working, young, young at heart … We Need You!

_____________________________________________________

Come join Pastor Paul at 12 noon
on Thursdays in the church library
for fellowship and a Bible Study.
Everyone is welcome!
_____________________________________________________

From Intern Pastor Rebel
Often love and happiness are thought to be synonymous.
I have been in love (and still am) and I have been loved (and still
am). I have had happiness and I have been happy. They are not
solely dependent on one another. During the month of February,
there is a great deal of love talk in the air. And, as the children of
God, we are called by God to love others.
My favorite description of love in the Bible is found in 1
Corinthians when the Apostle Paul spoke to the people of Corinth,
the church. Although these texts are used in weddings, in marriage
renewals, and in reminders for us to love and be loved, there is
more to the story. This is a message of hope and love. We can do
so many things, but we are liberated in love. I fully enjoy the Good
News translation of this passage because I think it helps us to see
this great love clearly and it reminds us that without it, happiness
is tough to find.
I may be able to speak the languages of human beings and
even of angels, but if I have no love, my speech is no more than a
noisy gong or a clanging bell. I may have the gift of inspired
preaching; I may have all knowledge and understand all secrets; I
may have all the faith needed to move mountains - but if I have no
love, I am nothing. I may give away everything I have, and even
give up my body to be burned - but if I have no love, this does me
no good. Love is patient and kind; it is not jealous or conceited or
proud; love is not ill-mannered or selfish or irritable; love does not
keep a record of wrongs; love is not happy with evil, but is happy
with the truth. Love never gives up; and its faith, hope, and
patience never fail. Love is eternal. There are inspired messages,
but they are temporary; there are gifts of speaking in strange
tongues, but they will cease; there is knowledge, but it will
pass. For our gifts of knowledge and of inspired messages are only
partial; but when what is perfect comes, then what is partial will
disappear. When I was a child, my speech, feelings, and thinking
were all those of a child; now that I am an adult, I have no more
use for childish ways. What we see now is like a dim image in a
mirror; then we shall see face-to-face. What I know now is only
partial; then it will be complete - as complete as God's
knowledge of me. Meanwhile, these three remain: faith, hope, and
love; and the greatest of these is love. 1 Corinthians13:1-13
Love, like the Apostle Paul describes, can bring us together
as humans with all of our gifts and our imperfections. All things are
possible through God, including happiness and love.
Happy February, children of God.
Love, your intern pastor, Rebel

The deadline for the monthly Newsletter is 8:00
a.m. on the 20th of the preceding month. This month
it will be 8:00 a.m. Thursday, February 20th.

February Mission Globe
Our February Mission Globe gifts will go toward
The Gideons International. The Gideons
International is a diverse association representing
many Protestant denominations - all with a common
interest in spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Their mission is to reach the lost. They do not
provide Bibles and New Testaments to individuals,
our church partners, or other organizations for their
distribution. Their unique method is to have only their members
distribute Bibles or New Testaments through designated traffic
lanes of life, thus efficiently reaching a large number of people.
They do not overlap, duplicate, or conflict with the mission of
churches and other ministries. Instead, they act as an extended
missionary arm of the church. You are welcome to make a
contribution, above and beyond your regular giving, in the globe at
the back of the sanctuary. Please make checks payable to St. John
Special Funds.

Meals-On-Wheels 2020
St. John is responsible for Meals-on-Wheels
drivers and helpers every Tuesday. If you are
able to help out with this important community
activity, please use the sign-up sheets at the
Welcome Center (east entry of church). The
meals are picked up at the Center for Active
Generations. Thank you!
Remember – you can sign up for just one Tuesday if you
wish. Any and all help is needed and appreciated!

LWR (Lutheran World Relief)
January through March we will be collecting bath towels for the
health kits that we send to Lutheran World Relief. Donations can be
placed in the box near the church office door.
Please remember to save the Box Tops for Education. Please
check the expiration date on them before putting them in the
container in the kitchen. Pop tabs will also be collected and given
to the Ronald McDonald House.
If you are not a shopper you may want to contribute to the cost
of shipping items for LWR.
We have 14 ladies that meet every Wednesday to make quilts.
We invite you to come and join us! You do not have to know how
to sew, we do other things like cutting and tying, as well as
assemble the Health and School kits and the Layettes. This is a fun
group and we have great fellowship, so if you are able to come, we
would love to have you join us on Wednesdays from 9:00-2:00. If
you can only come for part of the day that is ok. We have coffee
and treats and everyone brings a sack lunch for lunch.
Thank you for your continued support and hope to see you
soon!
Barb Buchanan and Ann Mortenson
Co-Chairs of Mission Action Service Group

WELCA has greeting cards for sale in the church office. There
are, Birthday, Sympathy, Thinking of you, Encouragement, Get
Well, etc. at $6.00 for a box of twelve. There are also pretty table
napkins for $3.50 per package.

Potluck & Movie
No Potluck & Movie Night in January or
February. Watch for 2020 dates in the
March Newsletter. Thank you!

Support Our Youth!
Monday, February 10 – Tea, SD Pizza Ranch
and
Monday, February 24 – E. 10th St. Pizza Ranch,

5-8 PM.
There will be promo slips available on the Welcome Center for
you to pick up. If we turn in 20 promo slips we are guaranteed
a certain dollar amount. Let the youth of St. John pick up your
dirty dishes and help them raise funds for summer camps.
Hope to see you all there. Thank you!

___________________________________________

Altar Guild members will be meeting at 9:00 AM
on Saturday, February 22nd in the Fellowship Hall
for a Clean-up day. We will also hand out the
year’s schedule and discuss monthly duties.
Thank you!
___________________________________________

St. John Prayer Ministry & Prayer Box – Pastor Paul and prayer
ministers would like to pray for you. Prayer requests are received
in a secure prayer box in the back of the St. John sanctuary and
are kept in strictest confidence before, during,
and after prayers are said on your behalf. It is
of utmost importance to the St. John
congregation that all our members and friends
are prayed for on a routine basis. Please help
your pastor and prayer ministers to be faithful
and effective in this undertaking by sharing
with us whatever you may have in your heart
to share.

From the Library
www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch
Thirty new books have been added to the library. Ten are
by my favorite author, Jodi Picoult. We now have a copy of my
favorite book…My Sister’s Keeper by Picoult. Many of the books
are dramas, but many other categories were added also. Thanks
for donations from St. John member. If you have books you think
others would like, drop them off at the library. Our space is
limited, but, we will donated some of them to the youth rummage
sale.
To make room for the new arrivals, some things have been
moved. Bibles are now on the top shelf of the fiction section. Large
print additions are on the bottom shelf, where the Bibles were,
next to the computer. Church directories and council reports are on
the bottom shelf of the non-fiction section, by the door.
Grocery stores often change foods around so you will look
through other parts of the store to find what you want. While that
is not the reason for the moves in the library, even I noticed
certain books now that they are on different shelves. So happy
browsing!
Thanks again to Linda Hasvold for helping prepare the
books for check out. Many of the new books are located on the
display shelves.
To check out a book, put your name and the current date
on the card located inside either the front or back cover. Place the
card in the white container on the computer desk. To return
materials, put them in the book return slot that is outside the
library by the mailboxes.
Enjoy some of the new additions or many of the oldies, but
goodies. Be sure to stop by the library and check it out!
Don’t forget to stop by the library and CHECK IT OUT!
Linda the Librarian (Linda Weber)

 Third class mail cannot be forwarded. If you change your
address, let us know so you receive your next Newsletter. You
will also save the church the 59cost of address corrections.

NAMI Family Support
Group is a peer-led support
group for family members,
caregivers and loved ones of individuals living with mental illness.
Gain insight from the challenges and successes of others facing similar
circumstances. NAMI’s Support Groups are unique because they follow
a structured model, ensuring everyone has an opportunity to be heard
and to get what they need.
 Free of cost to participants
 Designed for adult loved ones (18+) of individuals living with
mental illness
 Led by family members of individuals living with mental illness
 Meets the first Sunday of the month in the library 6-7:30 PM
 No specific medical therapy or medication is endorsed or
recommended
 Confidential
For more information about the NAMI Family Support Group at St. John,
contact Kari Clark at 605-351-4785. We meet at St. John the first and
third Sunday of each month at 6:00 PM in the church library.

Care Team MinistryVolunteers
St. John Lutheran’s Care Team
Ministry consists of a network of
volunteers who covenant to visit an
assigned care recipient, socially, once a
month. Care recipients are fellow
parishioners, who, for the most part, are
home bound or nursing home bound. If you would like
to be a part of this important ministry, or would like more
information, please call Lois Lundberg, Care Team
Coordinator, at 605-336-6407.

High and Middle School Events

SCOUT SUNDAY

All events are for both Middle and High unless marked.
nd

Sunday, February 2 : H.S. Coffee hour, looking for
volunteers to provide muffins or coffee cake, please be at the
church by 10:00 a.m. let me know if you can bring.
Sunday, February 9th: M.S. Coffee hour, looking for
volunteers to provide muffins or coffee cake, please be at the
church by 10:00 a.m. let me know if you can bring.
Monday, February 10th: Pizza Ranch – Tea from 5:00
p.m.to 8:00 p.m. Looking for 4 volunteers to work. Please let me
know
Tuesday, February 11th: Board of youth will meet at 6:00
p.m. in the Library, please come and see what is planned and if you
have something you would like to bring up, please do so. Everyone is
welcome.
Sunday, February 16th: No youth group
Sunday, February 23rd: H.S. Coffee hour, looking for
volunteers to provide muffins or coffee cake, please be at the
church by 10:00 a.m. let me know if you can bring.
Sunday, February 23rd: 3rd Deposit for High School
Monday, February 24th: Pizza Ranch – E. 10th St. from
5:00 p.m.to 8:00 p.m. Looking for 5 volunteers to work. Please let
me know. If you plan on eating grab a promo slip from the welcome
center.
Wednesday, February 26th: Ash Wednesday supper, we will
be serving at 5:30 p.m. Menu: Pork chops, mashed potatoes, corn
and fried ice cream. Looking for 5 volunteers to help.
We are doing small bake sales on a Sunday mornings, if you
are interested in baking for a Sunday, please let me know.
Our next fundraiser will be Hot Stuff pizza, and coffee,
more information will be coming.

Belva Kurtz | Youth & Family Ministry Director
p. 605.214-7539 Call | Text e. bkurtz@vastbb.net

February 9, 2020
Cub Scout Pack No. 155 will be
with us for worship on the first
Sunday in February. They will also
be having a bake sale prior to and
after worship as a fundraiser for
their summer camp program.
**********************************************

YOUR 2020 CHURCH COUNCIL
Kari Clark, President
Theresa Schwarzhoff, Vice-President
Amber DeVries, Secretary
Harley Shafer, Treasurer
Julie Lane, Education Chairman
Claudia Kapp, Fellowship Chairman
Karen Scarborough, Finance Chairman
Rodney Hughes, Outreach Chairman
Kerry Okrina, Properties Chairman
Lance Jeschke, Public Relations Chairman
Ryan McCormick, Social Concerns Chairman
Dawn Peterson, Stewardship Chairman
Karen Brandts, Visitation Chairman
Polly Hooks, Worship & Music Chairman
Tondi Sorenson, Youth Chairman
Thank you to the above volunteers for their commitment
to St. John American Lutheran Church!
Ask them how you can help!

