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ALL SAINTS PRAYERS & MEMORIES 
Mt. Pleasant Cemetery 

E. 12th Street, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
Saturday, November 2, 10:00 a.m. 

Meet at the Mausoleum. Visit the graves of  
St. John saints. 

 

 

 
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 

Sunday, November 3, 9:30 a.m. 
Name the names of those you’ve loved and lost  

because of death.  Light a candle in their memory.   
Remember the resurrection we share in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

 “For all the saints who from their labors rest…” 
 

 

 

Thanksgiving Eve Service 
Wednesday, November 27 

7:00 p.m. 

Let us gather to offer thanks and bring 

tangible evidences of our gratefulness.  
In our walk around offering, we bring our 
envelope gifts as well as non-perishable food items for 

the Food Pantry. 

 

 

Daylight Savings Time ends 

Sunday, November 3rd.  

Remember to set your clocks back 

one hour when you turn in on 

Saturday night. 
 

 

 

 

PARADE OF LIGHTS 
On November 29th, St. John American Lutheran 

Church, along with friends and neighbors, will be 

participating in the 28th Annual Parade of Lights 

in Downtown Sioux Falls.  The theme for our 

entry in the parade is “GOD LOVES ALL”.  All are 

invited to walk the parade route together. 



$55,066.98

RECEIPTS

Memory of Edna Johnson $510.00

Memory of Ann Wiese $225.00

Interest $82.70

TOTAL RECEIPTS $817.70

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS

$0.00

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS $0.00

SAVINGS BALANCE $55,884.68

CHECKING BALANCE $4.07

RECEIPTS

$0.00

 Interest $0.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS $0.00

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS $0.00

CHECKING BALANCE $4.07

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT

Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 1/25/24 $102,810.94

American State Bank; 2.7%; maturity 3/3/21 $101,351.01

American State Bank; 2.14%; maturity 10/3/19 $50,539.38

TOTAL CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT $254,701.33

TOTAL CAPITAL FUNDS $310,590.08

PAYABLES

Transfers from General Funds (end of year) $47,000.00

       Transfers to General Fund 2019 -$15,000.00

TOTAL PAYABLES $32,000.00

DESIGNATED FUNDS

Elevator Funds for maintenance $6,853.08

TOTAL DESIGNATED FUNDS $6,853.08

$271,737.00

September 1, 2019

Capital Fund Statement
Mary Johnson, Treasurer

SAVINGS BALANCE September 1, 2019

September 30, 2019

St. John Policy #5: The Capital Funds Account shall maintain a minimum balance amounting to 5% of the annual

congregational budget.  Any transfer of money from the Capital Fund to the General Fund shall have Council approval.

September 30, 2019

September 30, 2019

TOTAL AVAILABLE CAPITAL FUNDS September 30, 2019

5% of 2019 budget $19,255.90

 

 
ST. JOHN GENERAL FUND – September 2019 

Harley Shafer, Treasurer 
 

BALANCE ON HAND 9/1/2019 4,773.66$            

Total Receipts for Month 29,479.31$          

Total Cash on Hand 34,252.97$          

Less Expenditures for Month (30,405.39)$        

From Capital Fund Payable -$                    

BALANCE ON HAND 9/30/2019 3,847.58$            

Harley Shafer, Treasurer  
 
 
 

EXPENSES THIS MONTH YEAR TO DATE ANNUAL 
  PAID PAID BUDGET 
 

Our World Mission $   1,805.00   $16,285.00  $ 21,700.00 
 
Pastoral Ministry & Staff 21,417.68 198,921.87 282,743.00 
 
Worship & Service 2,094.62 17,255.60 31,075.00 
 
Our Church Home 5,088.09 32,856.90 49,600.00 
  __________ __________ __________ 
 
Total Expenditures $  30,405.39 $265,319.37 $385,118.00 

 

 
 

 
Special Funds – September 2019 

Joanne Pesicka, Treasurer 
 

 

Adult Education $19.68 Choir Fund $ 3,155.21 

 

Angel Foods $987.05 Education designated $ 4,208.98 
 

Banquet $ 3,270.55 Memory Garden $ 6,801.71 
 

Care Team Ministry  $ 392.26 Thrivent Funds  $   145.09 

 
 



Meals-On-Wheels 
St. John is responsible for Meals-on-Wheels 
drivers and helpers for Tuesdays.  If you are 
interested in helping out with this important 
community activity, please use the sign-up 
sheets at the Welcome Center (east entry of 
church).  The meals are picked up at Active 
Generations.  Thank you! 

 

Remember – you can sign up for just one Tuesday if you 
wish.  Any and all help is needed and appreciated! 

 

 

OCTOBER STATS:     Families        374 
                                                Baptized Membership          681 

                                               Confirmed Membership       557 
 

                                                         (Statistics as of 10/27/19) 
 

BAPTISMS 

 Alyssa Formey, September 13, 2019 
  

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM - RITE OF CONFIRMATION 

 Ashton Davis (Parents:  Garret & JoDee Davis) 

 Ben Kvale (Parents:  Jarid & Lara Kvale) 

 Tanner Zimmerman (Parents:  Erica Sunde and Jeremy Zimmerman) 
  

DEATHS 
 Patsy Flansburg, September 30, 2019 
  

WEDDINGS 

 Carri Hales & James Easley, October 12, 2019 

 Caitlin Strenge & Brady Swartz, October 19, 2019  
 
 

 

- In memory of Patsy Flansburg: $350-Capital Fund; 

 $30-Endowment Fund; $10-Mission Globe, Seminary 

Fund; $25-Lutheran World Hunger 

-In memory of Ann Wiese: $75-Quilt Makers; $225-Capital Fund 

-In memory of Robert (Bob) Larson: $40-Endowment Fund 

 

Other Gifts:   $250-Gifts for Youth; $1000-Gift for 2020 High School 

trip; $3213.35-Mission Globe for Seminary Student Corey Scott; $50-St. 

Dysmas;  $20-Rosebud Ministry 

From Pastor Paul: 
 

American Presbyterian minister, author, and poet, Eugene 

Peterson, when asked by a neighbor new in his neighborhood 

where she ought to go to church, replied:  “You should go to the 

smallest church nearest where you live.  Try it out for a month or 

so, and if it doesn’t quite feel like a fit, go the next smallest church 

nearest where you live.” 

Think of the church as “the Spirit’s Workshop.”  In so far as 

it’s the “Spirit’s Workshop,” it’s holy!  And those of upon whom the 

Spirit is working are said to be saints.  You and I know, however, 

that we are holy, we are saints only because God, the Master 

Creator and Teacher and Lover of souls, says we are, and makes 

us so.   

That isn’t to say we’re perfect.  (Perfection ought never be 

the goal in the church, of the church.  Faith is the goal – faith and 

its physical, tangible, substantial correlate:  obedience.)  Living in 

faith, we are only, as human beings, only always a work in 

progress.  We have not arrived, will not arrive until Christ comes 

again in all his fullness at the end of time.  In the meantime, we’re 

on the way. 

Perfection we’re not.  The church exhibits all the faults and 

problems of the people who belong to it.  It can be boring, routine, 

clubby, cliquey, hypocritical, and sometimes downright ornery.  If 

the holiness of the church depended upon its members – on what 

we say and do – it would never be holy.  We’d be anything but 

saints.  We’re holy because God makes us so – God forgives us.  

Without end.  We’re saints because God says so.. 

It’s the Spirit’s speaking, making Christ and his mercy know 

to us through his Word, that makes the church what it is – THE 

POELE OF GOD GATHERED TOGETHER TO HEAR THE WORD AND 

RECEIVE THE SACRAMENTS.  It’s the Spirit that calls, gathers, 

enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth.  It 

ain’t us.  (Left to our own devices, we only devolve.  Unchecked by 

any external law, we can become monstrous.) 

So here we are, the church on the corner of 13th & Western.  

Here God is at work among us and through us.  Here we learn to 

live and serve and care and bear with each other, as Luther says, 

“Warts and all.”  Here we learn to live together in the forgiveness 

of sins, recognizing that we’re all in the same boat.  We’re all 

schmucks!   

So Eugene Peterson recommends:  “Go to the smallest 

church nearest where you live.”  You can hide in a megachurch.  

And others can as easily hide from you.  You can come and not 

have to be challenged, come and not have to take stock, come and 



be entertained, tantalized, come and not have to bear with 

anyone, just sit somewhere else.  I’d argue, with brother Eugene, 

that the smaller church, the church smallest church nearby, is 

more real, more like the world you and I live, work, and play in 

every day.   

I’m so grateful for St. John.  So grateful for each and every 

member – chipped, cracked, imperfection, striving, struggling, 

sometimes failing, always rising again to follow its Lord, to do its 

best with what lights it has, living each day in the forgiveness of 

sins, looking to do the next right thing.  (And when the next right 

thing goes wrong, rising once more to do the next right thing, and 

so on, and so forth.)   

To live together not as perfection but as the redeemed in a 

world God is still, by his Spirit, creating, through those who, in this 

life, will never arrive but always be on the way.   

 
 
 

 

Please call the church office (336-3253) and 

give Joanne your winter address so that you 

can continue to receive your monthly 

Newsletter and envelopes.  Just let her 

know when you are leaving and when you 

will return.  Thank you! 
 

 

 

Card Shower 
Let us bless Pastor Rebel, Jeff 

and family with a Card Shower. 

On Sunday, November 10th, 

bring cards, gifts cards, or 

whatever creative way to bless 

Pastor Rebel and her family. 

You may also drop items off at 

the church office prior to                    

                                        November 10th. 

 

God’s Work, Our Hands is evident at          

St John. Thank you to all who helped at the 

Harvest Festival this year. A special thank 

you to Paula Koller for chairing this event. 

              Kari Clark, Council President 

 
 Thank you so much to Pastor Paul for the kindness, visits, 

support and prayers you provided our Mom and our family during 

her long journey and at the time of her passing.  Your message of 

hope and comfort at the service was so appreciated and personal.  

Pastor Rebel, thank you for your part in the service.  Pastor Lee 

and Joanne, thank you for your ever-present concern and 

compassion.  Dave, thank you for the extra work you provided for 

the church to accommodate the visitation, in addition to the 

funeral.  Thank you to the church women and men who provided a 

lovely lunch following the funeral service.  It was a special time of 

fellowship with family and friends. And to our entire church family 

we offer our gratitude for your prayers, kindness, and support of 

our family.  We are so very blessed to be a part of this 

congregation. 

The Family of Patsy Flansburg, 

Karen & Steve Scarborough, Mark & Judith Stanley,     

         Marsha & Ross Huntington & Families 
 

 Words cannot possibly say enough, but thank you to all who 

prayed for my son, Nick Musella, both during the long wait for his 

transplant and in August, when he received the call that his wait 

was over.  He is slowly recovering and our family is most grateful. 

Thank you also to Pastor Paul for his prayers and understanding 

during this difficult time.  Somewhere out there is a family who lost 

a loved one and gave life to my son…heartfelt thoughts go to 

them, whoever and wherever they are. 

    LaVerle Sorken 
 

 Thank you everyone for a great celebration! It was a blessing 

to serve as Youth Director for the Middle School Youth. We have 

such great families that have been great to serve in ministry over 

the years. 

    Ryan McCormick 
 

 Thanks to everyone who supported the Harvest Festival Silent 
Auction.  Whether you donated something, bid on something or 

even admired something, you really are something – very much 

appreciated! Watch for more opportunities to bid on baskets 

throughout 2020. 

   Jan McDonald 



High and Middle School Events 
 
Sunday, November 3rd:   End Daylight Savings 
time, don’t forget to set your clocks back.  
 

Sunday, November 3rd:  High School Coffee Hour.  Please be 
there at 10:15 a.m. so that we are ready when church is out. No 
bakers needed for this one.  
 
Tuesday, November 5th:  Tying blankets in youth room from 
6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, November 6th:  Teddy Bear Den – 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 
p.m.  Looking for 4 volunteers to help.  Location:  500 S. Main 
Ave.   
 
Sunday, November 10th:  No High School Youth Group at 10:30 
a.m. 
 
Tuesday, November 12th:  Backpack Program 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 
p.m. looking for 20 volunteers.  4701 N. Westport Ave.  Let me 
know. 
 
Thursday, November 14th:  Board of Youth Meeting at 6:30 p.m., 
in the Library.  Everyone is welcome. 
 
Sunday, November 17th:  High School Coffee Hour.  Please be 
there at 10:15 a.m. so that we are ready when church is out.  
Looking for bakers to bake muffins, coffee cake, breads or 
whatever you want to bring.  
 
 
Monday, November 16th:  High School Pizza Ranch – East 10st 
from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Looking for 5 volunteers to help.  
Promo slips will be on welcome center our goal is to get 30 
slips. 
 
Sunday, November 17th:  Middle School Coffee Hour.  Please be 
there at 10:15 a.m. so that we are ready when church is out.  
Looking for bakers to bake muffins, coffee cake, breads or 
whatever you want to bring.  
 
 

Monday, November 25st:  Lunch Is Served – 5:30 p.m.  to 6:45 
p.m. at Emmanuel Baptist Church,  looking for 15 volunteers. 
 

 

 

 

Belva Kurtz | Youth & Family Ministry Director 
p. 605.214-7539 Call | Text    e. bkurtz@vastbb.net 
 

 

November Mission Globe 
 

Our November Mission Globe gifts will go toward 

the purchase of gifts & outerwear to take to the 

Rosebud Christmas party on December 7th.  You 

are welcome to make a contribution, above and 

beyond your regular giving, in the globe at the back 

of the sanctuary.  Make checks payable to St. John 

Special Funds. 

 

 
NAMI Family Support 

Group is a peer-led support 
group for family members, 

caregivers and loved ones of individuals living with mental illness.  
  

Gain insight from the challenges and successes of others facing similar 
circumstances. NAMI’s Support Groups are unique because they follow 
a structured model, ensuring everyone has an opportunity to be heard  
and to get what they need.  

 Free of cost to participants 

 Designed for adult loved ones (18+) of individuals living with 
mental illness 

 Led by family members of individuals living with mental illness  
 Meets the first Sunday of the month in the library 6-7:30 PM  
 No specific medical therapy or medication is endorsed or 

recommended 
 Confidential  

  

For more information about the NAMI Family Support Group at St. John, 
contact Kari Clark at klwin@sio.midco.net or 605-351-4785.  We meet at 
St. John the first and third Sunday of each month at 6:00 PM in the 
church library. 
 
 
 

mailto:bkurtz@vastbb.net
mailto:klwin@sio.midco.net


M.A.R.V. Meeting Recap 

October 1, 2019 
 

● Welcomed Pastor Rebel Hurd. 

● Host a middle school in Sioux Falls to help meet student’s 

feminine hygiene needs or other needs recommended by 

the school nurse. An attendee from the meeting will contact 

George McGovern to learn of their needs. 

● Pastor Rebel asked if we would be interested in helping 

with Laundry of Love, October 22 at the laundromat at 6th 

and West. Laundry With Love provides opportunities to 

come alongside people who are struggling financially by 

assisting them with their laundry.  We are there to offer 

love, support, encouragement and prayer to all.  We can 

also donate quarters for the machines. Bottles will be 

provided for congregants to fill and drop off at the church 

office. 

● Parade of Lights was discussed as an opportunity for St 

John and Church on the Street to come together to march 

in the parade, Friday, November 29. Undecided at this time 

if we will participate.  

 

M.A.R.V. Meetings are always held the second Tuesday of the 

month at 6:30 p.m.     Next meeting: November 5th 
 

 
♫   ♫        “Music Notes”    ♫   ♫    
 

I can’t believe October has flown by and it’s almost November.  

Where does the time go???  The choirs have been hard at work on 

some beautiful pieces for November. This month the Adult Choir 

will perform the lovely “Be Still, My Soul” on All Saints Sunday, 

November 3rd.  We will be accompanied by Linda Kolb on flute.  

Thank you for sharing your talent with us, Linda!  The bell choir 

will perform a beautiful new piece, “In the Stillness” on Sunday, 

November 10th.  We hope both performances will enhance your 

worship this month. 

   Sarah Jo Jorgensen 

   Director of Choirs 

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 10TH  
Maisie Hurd, a daughter of Rebel & Jeff 

Hurd, will be displaying some of her 

artwork and Barb Peterson will be 

displaying some of her handmade doll 

clothes before and after worship on 

Sunday, November 10th.  Come visit with 

your St. John friends, have a cup of 

coffee and check out their talents!  

 
 

NOT ABLE TO WORSHIP ON SUNDAY? 
 

SATURDAY EVENING WORSHIP 
5:00 P.M. 

 
 
The deadline for the monthly Newsletter is 8:00 a.m. 

on the 20th of the preceding month. This month it 

will be 8:00 a.m. Wednesday, November 20th.  

 

 
God’s Work, Our Hands 

St. John will be collecting NEW toys 
(Please do not wrap presents) and NEW 
warm winter wear and blankets for 
children and adults who live on the 
Rosebud Reservation.  Gifts may be left 
under the Christmas tree in the 
Fellowship Hall through Sunday, 

December 1.  Cookies and treats are 
also being collected for our Christmas 
party at Rosebud the day of the 
distribution, Saturday, December 7.  

Please leave cookies and treats in the St. John Kitchen by 
Friday, December 6.   Everyone is encouraged to help by 
loading up their vehicle with these gifts and make the trip 
to Rosebud on December 7th.   The more the merrier!  



WORSHIP AT  

ST. DYSMAS 
Behind the Walls of the South 

Dakota State Penitentiary 
 

Prison walls are painful reminders of human limits, just as cinemas 

and mega malls are attempts to deny them.  They afford a 

profound vantage point.  Unaware of human limits, we tend to 

press forward as if God isn’t.  As if God doesn’t matter.  

Confronted by our limits, our need for God comes clearer.  God 

matters much.  I suspect prison life is like marriage in that only 

those on the inside really know what it’s like.  Outsiders try to 

understand, but they can’t.  You’re not married until your married.  

You’re not disenfranchised until you’re disenfranchised completely.  

Despite the walls that separate us, a visit to St. Dysmas can cause 

one to conclude that the imprisoned are actually, among people, 

pretty special.  Especially because of their unique vantage point, 

their daily grappling with limits imposed upon them and the clarity 

that is uniquely theirs when it comes to every person’s need for 

God.  A certain peace wraps itself around that kind of awareness.  

Experience the peace of it by spending an evening with the 

congregation of St. Dysmas. 
 

Thursday, December 19, 6:00 p.m. 

Participation is limited.   
Visitors must arrive at the prison a little before 6:00 p.m. to meet 

in the lobby and provide a picture ID before being escorted in.  All 

visitors must complete and sign 3 forms in advance.  These 

forms are available on the Welcome Center and in the 

church office and must be completed and returned to the 

church office no later than Wednesday, December 4th.  

Thank you! 

 

 

Worship, Potluck & Movie 
Saturday, November 16th  

  5:00 pm Worship    6:00 pm Potluck 

7:00 pm Movie 

Officers are needed on the Executive Board 

for 2020 to plan and promote the programs, 

events, and activities at St. John.  Please 

consider serving on this Board so St. John 

Women of the ELCA can continue its 

ministries.  We are still in need of a 

Coordinator/President and an Associate Coordinator/Vice President.   

 

The November Bible Study will be held on Sunday, November 17th 

at 10:45am (following the worship service).  In this third session of 

the three-part Bible study series on stewardship, we will explore 

the meaning of joy – what it is, where it comes from and what the 

poetry of the Bible has to teach us about this gift.  Passages from 

Psalm 30, Psalm 150 and Song of Solomon will help us consider 

how joy fits into the full range of emotional experiences. 

 

 

WELCA Bible Study  

Women of the Evangelical Church in America 

Sunday, November 17 at 10:45 AM 

(We will meet in the church Library) 

 

 
LWR (Lutheran World Relief) 

 

     October thru December we are collecting several items to 

complete any one of the kits we send to Lutheran World relief. 

For Layettes: 

     Mild bath size bar soaps in the original wrapper,      

     Hand towels (dark colors preferred) 

     Diapers, (flat fold preferred) 

     Light weight jackets with hoods or include a cap (size new born 

to two years) 

Health Kits: 

      Mild bath size bar soaps in the original wrapper 

      Sturdy combs 

      Nail clippers with or without files 

     Box Tops For Education have been given to Garfield Elementary 

School.  Remember there is an expiration date on these so put 

them in the container in the kitchen often. 
     Pop tabs have been given to Ronald McDonald House. 

     If you are not a shopper you may want to contribute to the cost 

of shipping.  Thank you for your continued support 

    Barb Buchanan and Ann Mortenson 

 Co-Chairs of Mission Action Service Group 



       WELCA has greeting cards for sale in the church office. 

There are, Birthday, Sympathy, Thinking of you, Encouragement, 

Get Well, etc. at $6.00 for a box of twelve. There are also pretty 

Fall and Thanksgiving table napkins for $3.50 per package.  
 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Come join Pastor Paul at 12 noon on 

Thursdays in the church library for 
fellowship and a Bible Study. 

Everyone is welcome! 
 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Older & Wiser Lutherans 

The Owls (Retirees) usually meet the second Monday of each 

month at 10:00 a.m.  Come join the group … even if you are not a 

regular attendee.  Come for coffee & fellowship.  This month they 

are meeting on Monday, November 11th at the 12th Street Fryn’ 

Pan.  All are welcome! 

 

Support Our Youth! 
 

 Monday, November 18 – E. 10th St. Pizza 

Ranch, 5-8 PM.  There will be promo slips 

available on the Welcome Center for you to pick 

up.  If we turn in 20 promo slips we are 

guaranteed a certain dollar amount.  Let the youth of St. John 

pick up your dirty dishes and help them raise funds for 

summer camps.  Hope to see you all there. Thank you! 
 

 

Bible Study every Sunday morning at 10:45 a.m. following 

worship.  We will meet in Room #116.  Studies will be led by 

Daniel Hooks and Pastor Paul.  Everyone is encouraged to 

attend! 

From the Library 

www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch 

 

 The colder weather is upon us, so we will be 

spending more time indoors.  There is more time to 

curl up with a good book and read. I like to turn on 

the fireplace and light some candles and look at the 

decorations as I read. Or perhaps it is time to look at 

some of those videos St. John has on the library 

shelf. The library has much to choose from. I will soon be putting 

some holiday books on the shelves. Feel free to check  them out. I 

know I always like to read at least one Christmas story a year. It puts 

me in the mood to remember what it is all about. There are also some 

good Thanksgiving books. 

 I recently purchased 30 books, so be watching for more 

information on when they will be processed. Remember to get your 

books returned as soon as you are done reading them. 

 Thank you to Crystal McCormick for sharing her art work to help 

decorate the library. In Nov. and Dec. we havel invited Doris O’Dea 

to share hers. 

 The book I just finished reading is Half Broke Horses by 

Jeannette Walls.  She is the author of The Glass Castle (which I have 

not read yet). In this book she tells the first person story of her 

grandmother, Lily Casey Smith.  At age six, Lilly started helping her 

father break horses.  Throughout her life, she compares those 

experiences and the knowledge gained, to her school children, 

neighboring kids, and her own two children. The book is written in 

the style of Laura Ingalls Wilder, but takes place in the southwest. 

She has a brief experience in Chicago, but quickly realizes that her 

heart lies in the wide open spaces. This book is an easy read with 

chapters of two to three pages. It is not technically a historical novel, 

but you will earn much about ranching in the southwest. 

 Don’t forget to stop by the library and CHECK IT OUT! 

   Linda the Librarian (Linda Weber) 

 

  Third class mail cannot be forwarded.  If you change your 
address, let us know so you receive your next Newsletter.  You 
will also save the church the 59cost of address corrections. 

http://www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch

