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ONE 
ONE WORD + ONE LORD + ONE FAITH + ONE 

BODY + ONE PLACE + ONE PEOPLE +  

ONE WORSHIP +  ONE SAVIOR OF ALL + 

TOGETHER 

 

Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. 
 

The Strength, the Beauty, the Creativity of One 

 

NOT ABLE TO WORSHIP ON SUNDAY? 
 

SATURDAY EVENING WORSHIP 
BEGINNING SATURDAY, JUNE 8, 5:00 P.M. 

 

 

 

 
"Catch on fire with enthusiasm and people will come for 

 miles to watch you burn.” 
 

- John Wesley 

PENTECOST SUNDAY, JUNE 9TH  
 

FEEL THE BURN!  WEAR  

SOMETHING RED TO CHURCH! 
 

FROM PASTOR PAUL 
 

 

A bear was proud of his ability to dance.  One day he tried a 

new step.  After a short while he performed for the Monkey and 

asked, “What do you think of my new dance?”  The Monkey was 

quick with his review.  “It’s terrible, just awful.”  “You’re cruel,” 

said the Bear, sadly.  “I have only been practicing the dance for 

a few days.  Don’t you at least like the way I swing my arms?” 

The Pig, who had been listening to the conversation, 

interrupted, “Bravo!  You’re doing well!  I’ve never seen a finer 

dancer.”  The Bear immediately reconsidered the Monkey’s 

critique.  “I must practice before I perform again,” he 

concluded.  “I felt bad when the monkey criticized me, but I 

can’t be very good if the Pig praises me.” 

It is bad if a wise man does not approve, but if a fool 

applauds, it’s worse.  One should remember this, who is asked 

to place greetings on electronic signs (like the one we have out 

in front of St. John) or post on, say, Facebook.  Not everyone 

will like or agree with what you have to say.  And neither 

format – electronic signs nor social media - leaves any real 

room for constructive criticism or dialogue.  But everyone gets 

a voice – the Pig, the Monkey, the Bear…because on electronic 

signs and Facebook every voice weighs the same.  (The only 

weight assigned to any particular voice is measured in “Likes” 

submitted by whomever, but never fear, anyone smart enough 

to tweet cannot but be a genius.   

I placed a greeting on St. John’s electronic sign a couple of 

weeks ago wishing our neighbors at Mazjid Attakwa, on the 

corner of 15th & Garfield, a blessed Ramadan.  I didn’t do this 

because I’m a genius and think everyone ought to hear what I 

have to say but because those who worship at Mazjid Attakwa 

are our neighbors.  For the same reason I’ve posted:  “Merry 

Christmas!” at Christmastime, “Happy Birthday!” when 

neighbors turn 2 or 90, “Happy Hanukkah!” to friends at Mount 

Zion Temple,   “Congratulations!” to high school graduates…  

You get the picture.   

We say things like this to lots of people on an almost daily 

basis where we work and live because these things are 

important to them, because they are our neighbors, and 

because our neighbors are important to us.  We work with  

them.  We sit in the same classroom.  We live next door.  Some 

of us worship together.  (By far, most of us don’t!)  But we’re 

neighbors.  We want to be cordial, neighborly, decent.  And  



Pastor Paul cont….) 

maybe more to the point, we need each other.  In our joy, in 

our sorrow, in our hopes, in our needs, it’s just no fun to be 

alone.   

I sent a letter to Cubby’s on 12th & Jefferson after one of its 

overnight attendants had been held up at gunpoint a couple of 

years ago, expressing our congregation’s concern, promising 

that we’d keep everyone at Cubby’s and in businesses all the 

way up and down 12th Street in our prayers.  I routinely swill 

coffee at the Frying Pan on 12th & Western not just because I 

love coffee, but because the clientele’s comprised of “old 

friends” and think it’s important to support a neighborhood 

business.  The Christian congregation on the corner of 18th & 

Garfield isn’t Lutheran.  Yet, with St. John, Trinity Baptist 

Church musters from among its membership folks to spend an 

hour a week to read with and/or mentor a student at Garfield 

Elementary School.  Not long ago, St. John raised over 

$3,000.00 to help the family of a police officer who patrolled 

the Garfield neighborhood because his family had suffered a 

devastating medical setback.   

Four or five city blocks separate St. John from Mazjid 

Attakwa.  (At least a few of its members live right next door.)  

They are neighbors.  We’ve raked leaves together for those who 

have needed a little help with lawn care in our Garfield 

neighborhood.  Friends from Mazjid Attakwa have joined others 

of us in Garfield’s Neighborhood Association (Neighborhood 

Watch) to make our neighborhood a better and safer place for 

everyone between 18th & 12th Streets, Western Avenue & 

Kiwanis.   Together, we’ve co-sponsored ice-cream socials, 

wanting only to be instrumental in introducing neighbors to 

neighbors.  We’ve stood vigil and said prayers with families 

whose loved ones have been deeply harmed by hatred and 

violence when it has occurred nearby.  Who among any of us 

wouldn’t need and appreciate such support and care under 

similar circumstances?  These things are important to people.  

These people, our neighbors, are important to us.  We are a 

church on the corner of 13th & Western.  We’re doing our best 

to be faithful followers of Christ.  We’re not perfect;  we are, in 

fact, a work in progress.  we’re trying to be good neighbors, 

decent people, whether fools applaud or the wise give their 

assent.  Trying to be faithful to Jesus won’t always register 

“Likes.”   
 

 
Thank you to Linda Weber for the wonderful 
brownies you provided for our choirs on May 
Day.  It was so thoughtful and everyone loved 
them.  Thank you for thinking of us!!!!!! 

    Sarah Jo Jorgensen 
 
Thank you to Annika Kvale and Ben Kvale for helping straighten books in 
the library.  You do an awesome job of assisting me with keeping the 
library organized. 

Linda Weber 
  
Thank you to Sarah Jo Jorgensen and the choir and handbell choir for 
sharing such beautiful musical pieces with the congregation.  Sunday 
May 12 was especially special. Thanks for all of your hard work. 

Linda Weber 
  
Ben Kvale, you played the piano so beautifully a couple weeks ago. 
Thank you for sharing your talents with us.  We look forward to many 
more piano music from  your hands. 

Linda Weber 
  
The pot luck and movie nights are a fun way to spend Saturday nights. 
Thank you to Rodney Hughes and Judy Mc Cormick for organizing the 
evenings. And thank you to all who bring food to share. 

Linda weber 
 
Thank you to Peggy Jorgensen for the yummy cupcakes you baked for 
the choirs’ last rehearsal.  They were wonderful and a big hit!  
     Sarah Jo Jorgensen  
 
Thanks to Matt Pesicka for filling in for our last bell choir rehearsal! 
     Sarah Jo Joregensen 
 
Thanks to Tondi Sorenson for joining our Adult Choir for our last 
rehearsal and performance.  You are a great addition to our alto section 
and we hope you’ll be back in the fall! 
     Sarah Jo Joregensen 
 



 

 

Now this is the law of the jungle, as old and as true as the 
sky, and the wolf that shall keep it may prosper, but the 

wolf that shall break it will die.  As the creeper that girdles 
the tree trunk, the law runneth forward and back.          

For the strength of the pack is the wolf, and the strength 
of the wolf is the pack.     

– Rudyard Kipling, Animal Book 

 

 ST. JOHN HARVEST FESTIVAL 
Saturday, September 28, 2019 

St. John’s Premier Fundraiser, reprised annually, to 
address hunger needs both locally & worldwide 

(through Lutheran World Relief). 

WE HAVE THE PACK.  WE NEED A WOLF (OR 
WOLVES) 

Please give this important work your prayerful 
consideration.  Call Pastor Paul by June 10th if 

you’re ready and able to avail yourself to 
leading the pack. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

         Annual Youth Rummage Sale  
Friday, June 7th  - 8 a.m.- 6 p.m. 

Saturday, June 8th – 8 a.m.- 1 p.m. 

Come shop, save & support 

the high school youth of St. John 
 

 

 

 

 

Dear St. John Friends, 
Thank you to those able to attend and participate in the NAMI 

walk and run on May 18th. We were blessed with beautiful weather! A 
picture of the group is found in the church office. Also, thank you for 
your generous donations to NAMI-SD. Your financial support allows for 
continued growth in the areas of education, advocacy, and support for 
those affected by mental illness. 

Crystal McCormick & Kari Clark 
 

  

God’s Work, Our Hands 
Are you or someone you know in 

need of a little yard clean-up? St. 

John volunteers are waiting & 

eager to help out. Call the church 

office at 336-3253 and let us 

know where and we will gather 

together to spruce up your yard.  
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 

SPECIAL OPLYMPIANS! 
Tyler Godwin, Mari Ibis, Kelly 

Janssen,Tammy Nielson and Josh 

Stapleton participated in the 

Summer State Special Olympics 

on the USD campus in Vermillion, SD on May 

16, 17 & 18.   They each received numerous 

medals!!  Give them a high five if you see them!  

We are so very proud of each one of you! 



MAY STATS:     Families        382 
                                                Baptized Membership          690 

                                               Confirmed Membership       567 
 

                                                         (Statistics as of 5/22/19) 
DEATHS 

 Lanny Baker, Sr. 

  

CHANGES FOR YOUR DIRECTORY: 

 Berdyne Bosler, 200 W, 10th St., Apt. 513, Dell Rapids, SD  57022 

 Dean Dixon, 3220 Independence Dr., Apt. 223, Danville, IL  61832-

7923 

 Scott & Teresa Kafka, 623 N. Nesmith Ave., Sioux Falls, SD  57103-

0843 

 Chris Mathieu, 404 S. Tessa Ave., Hartford, SD  57033-2070 

 Jesse McGraw IV, 5817 S. Mandy Ave., Sioux Falls, SD  57106-2804 

 Arnold & Elaine Wenbourne, 2263 N. Trekell Rd., Lot 70, Casa Grande, 

AZ  85122-1275 

 
 

 

 

- In memory of Wayne Brodland: $30-Quilt Makers 

-In memory of Marlys Shaff:  $100-Capital Fund; $150-

Endowment Fund; $5-Luther League 

-In memory of Helen Leimbach: $200-Luther League 

 

Other Gifts:  $40-The Banquet;  $250-Gift for Youth;  $331.00-Mission 

Globe for NAMI, SD;  $30-St. Dysmas;  $20-Rosebud 
 
 
 

             Save the Date 
WORSHIP AT ST. DYSMAS 

Thurs. July 25th - 6:00 PM  
More information will be printed in the July 

Newsletter and the bulletin announcements.  

Forms are required to be filled out in 

advance if you plan to attend. Contact Jesse 

Fonkert with any questions.  Thanks. 

 

The Executive Board meeting on April 29, 

2019 resulted in the following changes to 

the WELCA calendar and activities: 

 Beginning in June 2019, the 

Thursday morning Bible Studies will 

be discontinued; and, it was decided 

to schedule the Sunday Bible Studies for 10:45 a.m. (after 

the church service).  The remaining Bible Study dates for 

2019 will be:  June 23, July 21, August 18, September 15, 

October 20, and November 17.  Please mark your calendar 

and plan to attend. 

 A decision was made to eliminate the current funeral 

serving group #2 (due to no chairperson).  Therefore, there 

will now only two funeral groups (instead of three).  

Members of the former group #2 have been moved into 

one of the other groups.  Ann Mortenson chairs the new 

group #1 and JoAnn Garner chairs the new group #2.  

Thanks for their excellent service, and to all who serve at 

funerals. 

 Holy Rollers is no longer going to be making bandages for 

LWR due to lack of participants.  A big thank goes out to 

Diana Norton for her past service in organizing this 

ministry. 

 The WELCA Executive Board will no longer serve as the 

General Chair of the Harvest Festival.  This responsibility 

has been turned over to the Church Council. 

All women are invited to attend the monthly Bible Study.  

June’s study is titled ’For such a time as this: Esther the Queen—

Voices in the King’s Court’.  This session sets the scene for the 

story of Esther and her adopted father, Mortecai. Esther and 

Mortecai are Jews living under the rule of the Persian king, King 

Ahasuerus. When Esther becomes the queen, her faith is tested. 

The Jews, those who have been carried off from their homeland, 

struggle with living as strangers in a foreign land. In this session 

we will think about how our culture may challenge our faith. 

The South Dakota 32nd Synodical Women’s Convention is June 

21-22 at Zion Lutheran Church in Aberdeen, SD. The theme is 

‘Embracing Our Neighbors’.  The registration fee is $50, including 

meals and registration, with a registration deadline of June 1st. 

The next Executive Board Meeting is June 24, 2019 at 5:30 

p.m. in the church library. 

      

 

 

 



WELCA Bible Study  
Women of the Evangelical Church in America 

Sunday, June 23 at 10:45 AM 

(We will meet in the church Library) 

 
 

LWR (Lutheran World Relief) 
 

    In June we are collecting items for Baby Care Kits.  Included in 

each kit is the following: 

 2 lightweight cotton t-shirts (no Onesies) 

 2 long or short- sleeved gowns or sleepers (without feet) 

 2 receiving blankets, medium-weight cotton between 36”& 

52” square.  Or crocheted or knitted with lightweight yarn. 

 4 cloth diapers, flat fold preferred 

 1 jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with a hood, or include a 

baby cap 

 1 hand towel, dark color recommended 

 2 or 3 bath-size bars of gentle soap, 8 to 9 oz., any brand, 

in original wrapping 

 2 diaper pins or large safety pins 

Items for any of the kits can be left by the office door. 

 

Now that the weather is warmer, if you are getting rid of 

your flannel sheets we could use them to make diapers!  

Shipping note: LWR's approximate cost to handle and ship 

1 personal care kit is $2.65, which includes the addition of a tube 

of toothpaste at time of shipping. 

Four Quilts were given out to our High School Seniors 

during worship on May 19th.   16 quilts were packed up in May to 

ship to LWR.   

We would welcome new friends to join us at any time, no 

quilting experience necessary!  Pack a lunch and enjoy a day of 

fellowship! 

Remember, we are always collecting Box Tops for 

education and pop tabs for Ronald McDonald House. They can be 

left in the kitchen in the marked containers.  

Thank you for all the recent donations and your continued 

support. 

    Barb Buchanan and Ann Mortenson 
 Co-Chairs of Mission Action Service Group 

 

 
 

NAMI Family Support 
Group is a peer-led support 
group for family members, 

caregivers and loved ones of individuals living with mental illness.  
  

Gain insight from the challenges and successes of others facing similar 
circumstances. NAMI’s Support Groups are unique because they follow 
a structured model, ensuring everyone has an opportunity to be heard  
and to get what they need.  

 Free of cost to participants 

 Designed for adult loved ones (18+) of individuals living with 
mental illness 

 Led by family members of individuals living with mental illness  
 Meets the first Sunday of the month in the library 6-7:30 PM  
 No specific medical therapy or medication is endorsed or 

recommended 
 Confidential  

  

For more information about the NAMI Family Support Group at St. John, 
contact Kari Clark at klwin@sio.midco.net or 605-351-4785.  We meet at 
St. John the first and third Sunday of each month at 6:00 PM in the 
church library. 
 

Meals-On-Wheels 
St. John is responsible for Meals-on-Wheels 
drivers and helpers for Tuesdays.  If you are 
interested in helping out with this important 
community activity, please use the sign-up 
sheets at the Welcome Center (east entry of 
church).  The meals are picked up at Active 
Generations.  Thank you! 

 

Remember – you can sign up for just one Tuesday if you 
wish.  Any and all help is needed and appreciated! 

 
PLEASE NOTE 

 Church office hours are normally 8-12 and 1-5 Monday through 

Friday. It is church policy to have the entrance doors locked during 

business hours if there is only one staff person in the building.  If you 

need to get into the church after hours for meetings, etc., please check 

with the office to check out an entrance key.  All rooms are locked, so if 

you need to get in to a room for your meeting, you will also need a key 

for that room.  

 

mailto:klwin@sio.midco.net


St. John Serves The Banquet West on 

Wednesday, June 19th.  The Banquet West 

is located in the Nordstrom Johnson 

Building at the W.H. Lyons Fairgrounds.  

St. John must supply 4 to 6 volunteers at 

4:45 PM to set up, and 20-26 volunteers 

at 5:15 to serve.  We also need 4 

volunteers to load and unload at the Main 

location after the meal. Sign-up sheet is 

on the Welcome Center.  Come, greet our 

Banquet guests and share in the serving.   
 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Come join Pastor Paul after 
worship on Sundays or at 12 noon 

on Thursdays for fellowship and a 
Bible Study.  Join in any time. 

Everyone is welcome! 
 

_____________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

 

The deadline for the monthly Newsletter is 8:00 

a.m. on the 20th of the preceding month. This month 

it will be 8:00 a.m. Thursday, June 20th.  

 

 

 

 

Come & Cheer the Team! 

Co-ed church league softball games are 

played on Mondays at Sherman Park  

(West 12th St. & Kiwanis Ave.) 
Check the Calendar for time and Diamond assignment. 

 

GET READY FOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL! 

 

On your mark! Get set! Go! At The Incredible Race, 

we will explore God’s love for the nations as we 
travel around the world. We’ll uncover fun clues, 

attempt fascinating challenges, and discover how the 

events that happened before, during, and after the 
tower of Babel have impacted the human race today! 

Grab your gear and prepare to set off on the  
race of a lifetime!    

 

Sunday, July 14 - Wednesday, July 17  
6pm - 8pm 

 
Ages Pre-K through 5th Grade 

Please pre-register at: 

https://stjohnlutheran.myanswers.com/incredible-race/ 

 
 “CALLING ALL VBS VOLLUNTEERS” 
VBS informational meeting in the church library, 

Monday, June 10 at 6:30 PM.   If you cannot attend the 
meeting but are interested in helping at VBS, 

please contact Sandy Scott @ 201-5674 

https://stjohnlutheran.myanswers.com/incredible-race/


Older & Wiser Lutherans 

The Owls (Retirees) usually meet the second Monday of each 

month at 10:00 a.m.  Be sure to join the group … even if you are 

not a regular attendee.  Come for coffee & fellowship.  This month 

they are meeting on Monday, June 10th at the 12th Street Fryn’ Pan.   

All are welcome! 

 

 

          June Mission Globe 
 

Our June Mission Globe gifts will go to the St. 

John American Lutheran Church Vacation Bible 

School program.  You are welcome to make a 

contribution, above and beyond your regular 

giving, in the globe at the back of the sanctuary.  

Please make checks payable to St. John Special 

Funds.  VBS will be held July 14-17 this year. 

Thank you. 

 

 
 

St. John member and international 
artist, Lance Jeschke, will be 
displaying some of his paintings in 

the Fellowship Hall before and after 
worship service on Sunday, June 

16th.   Come and See!  Freewill 
offering for coffee and treats that 
day will benefit the St. John 

Vacation Bible School program.  Also on display will be 
two gift baskets for silent auction.  Proceeds from the 

basket auction will go to our Harvest Festival for world 
hunger.    

We will have more St. John members displaying 

their works throughout the summer months!   
Watch for details in upcoming Newsletters and 

Announcements! Thank you to our Fellowship Board 
for arranging these fun events! 

From the Library 
www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch 

 

 The St. John Library is running very smoothly. It is good to 

see so many books being checked out and returned. The library is 

a treasure for all of us. Many books have been donated by our 

faithful members. I am in the process of cataloging them. The 

books that we do not use will be donated to the Youth rummage 

sale.  Be sure to check out the selection they will have for sale at 

very good prices. 

 Several Hymnals have been turned in for repair. Thank you 

for helping in keeping them looking good.  The library has a large 

selection of Bibles for your use. If you are interested in looking at 

different versions, feel free to stop by and use them.  They are not 

marked for check out, but you are welcome to use them in the 

building. There are also a couple large print versions available.   

 Speaking of large print, we have a small collection of large 

print books for check out. They are located on the top left shelf of 

the fiction section on the south wall.  We also have books on tape, 

if you prefer to listen to a book. They are located on the bottom 

shelves of the junior section on the north wall. 

 I always like to share a good book that I am currently 

reading. This month I found an author who is new to me, but who 

has over two dozen books in print. She is Lisa Scottoline.  The 

book is One Perfect Lie.  The cover tells us” the most perfect lie is 

the one you tell yourself”. Who is this man, Chris Brennan, who 

looks perfect on paper as a fill in high school government teacher 

and baseball coach? He has targeted three of his student/baseball 

players to take part in some secret mission to take place on the 

anniversary of the Oklahoma City bombing.  

 The book involves secrets, lies, high school drama, a love 

interest, family drama, and a top agency in the government. It is 

an easy read and captures the reader’s attention from page one. I 

will certainly add Lisa Scottoline to my list of favorite authors. And 

I hope you do, too! 

 What ever your choice of reading materials, I hope that you 

find something to read this summer. We at St. John Library are 

here to help you. I will gladly help you find something to interest 

you. Just ask me.  I plan to be around much of the summer. 
Don’t forget to stop by the library and check it out!  

   Linda the Librarian (Linda Weber) 

 
  

http://www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch


Gift Cards for a number of local businesses/restaurants are available 
for purchase on Sunday mornings at the Welcome Center in the east 
entryway of the church.  (Cards are also available weekdays in the 
church office.)  Gift Cards may be purchased in varying 
denominations allowing you to purchase merchandise at their 
respective businesses up to the face value of each card.  In most 
instances, Gift Cards purchased at St. John result in a 5% profit from 
participating businesses to our St. John Youth to help with summer 
camps and servant events. 
 

THANK YOU FOR PURCHASING GIFT CARDS AT ST. JOHN. 

 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS: 
June 15 we will be worshiping with Church on the Street at 

11am at Heritage Park (600 east 7th street). 
 

Ryan McCormick | Youth & Family Assistant Ministry Director 
p. 605.201.7870 Call | Text    e. ryan.youthdirector@gmail.com 

 
 
 

HIGH SCHOOL NEWS: 

Wednesday & Thursday, June 5th – June 6th:  Rummage 

sale setup from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Everyone needs to be there 

to help. 

Friday, June 7th:  Rummage Sale 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday, June 8th:  Rummage Sale 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  

Sunday, June 9th:  Coffee hour, looking for volunteers to 

bake muffins, coffee take, or rolls.  Please let me know if you bake. 

Be at church at 9:00 a.m. 
 

Belva Kurtz | Youth & Family Ministry Director 
p. 605.214-7539 Call | Text    e. bkurtz@vastbb.net 
 

 

 

  Third class mail cannot be forwarded.  If you change your 
address, let us know so you receive your next Newsletter.  You 
will also save the church the 59cost of address corrections. 

 

 

Free to a Good Home – 

Kimball spinet piano! 

Contact Lee or Liz Stadem 

 

 

 

 
 
 

St. John Prayer Ministry & Prayer Box – Pastor Paul and prayer 

ministers would like to pray for you.  Prayer requests are received 

in a secure prayer box in the back of the St. John sanctuary and 

are kept in strictest confidence before, during, and after prayers 

are said on your behalf.  It is of utmost 

importance to the St. John congregation that all 

our members and friends are prayed for on a 

routine basis.  Please help your pastor and prayer 

ministers to be faithful and effective in this 

undertaking by sharing with us whatever you may 

have in your heart to share.   

 

 

 

 

Project CAR Drivers Needed  
 

You Are The Key! 
Volunteers are the key to independence  

                                   and quality of life for seniors. 
 

Project CAR (Call A Ride) offers transportation to Sunday church 

services, and other church functions, and medical appointments for 

adult members of ten different churches.  This transportation is a 

crucial element in their ability to remain connected to their church 

and community.  Project CAR provides vehicles, gas, etc.  Please call 

the Project CAR office (332-2777) and visit with Kate or Wanda for 

more information.  Men, women, retired, working, young, young at 

heart … We Need You! 

 

mailto:ryan.youthdirector@gmail.com
mailto:bkurtz@vastbb.net

