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MID-WEEK LENTEN WORSHIP CONTINUES 

      

“THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS” 
Wednesdays    6:30 P.M.    Worship 

 

Supper served by our High School Youth, starting at 5:30 P.M. 
 

With Dan Hooks, Dennis Hansen, Wayne Meidinger,  

Paul Matchan, and Lee Stadem 
 

 
 

March 27:  “Distracting Dice” 

Preaching & Presiding:  Paul Matchan 
 

 
 

April 3:  “Light of the World” 

Preaching:  Wayne Meidinger (First & St. Jacob’s, Colton) 

Presiding:  Dennis Hansen 
 

 
 

April 10:  “The New Agreement” 

Preaching:  Lee Stadem  

Presiding:  Paul Matchan 

 
 

 

 
 

                        For Your Personal Devotional Use 
 

 
 

 “THE SEVEN STATIONS OF THE CROSS” 

Available to you daily through Easter,  

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., in the St. John Sanctuary. 

 
 

 
 

Lenten Suppers Menu: 
 

 

Mar. 27 – Pulled Pork, cheesy hash browns, green beans and  

ice cream sundaes 
 

Apr. 3 – Chicken with mushroom soup, mashed potatoes, 

vegetable, fried rice, pork chops, walking tacos and fried ice cream 
 

Apr. 10 –Hamburgers/Hotdogs/polish dogs,  mac and cheese, 

potato salad, chips and bars 

 

Free will offering for meals.  Proceeds will go toward the High 

School Youth Servant Trip to Washington, DC this summer.          

 

Serving begins at 5:30 pm-Worship begins at 6:30 pm 

 

 
 
 

 

  

“HOLY WEEK & EASTER” 
 

 
 

PALM SUNDAY, April 14, 8:30 & 11:00 A.M. 
 

 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY, April 18, 6:30 P.M. 

Holy Communion 

First Communion of Timothy Schroeder 
 

 
 

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 6:30 P.M.  

 

 
 

EASTER SUNRISE WORSHIP, APRIL 21, 6:30 A.M. 

BREAKFAST SERVED BY HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH 7:30 A.M. 

 

 
 

EASTER WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION 

APRIL 21, 8:30 A.M. AND 11:00 A.M. 

 



FROM PASTOR PAUL 
 

 

It is not possible for us to experience the feelings of the first 

disciples.  We can’t know the terror of Good Friday, nor the 

emptiness of Saturday.  How helpless the disciples must have felt.  

It was over.  Peter, the rock of the church, declared, “I’m out of 

here!  Back to Galilee!  All hope had died on a cross.   

Most of us who have grown up in the church forget that what 

happened on Sunday after Good Friday was entirely unexpected.  

No one who went to visit the tomb expected to find a living Jesus.  

And yet, the writers of the Gospels tell about it in language so 

clean and simple one is compelled to declare that this is what they 

truly believed.  Jesus was alive;  he had been raised from the 

dead.  He is alive today. 

But back to Saturday, the empty day, the waiting day.  The 

disciples had little or nothing to wait for at all.  They had pinned 

their hopes on Jesus;  Jesus had been pinned to a tree.  Sunday 

was a complete surprise.  That Sunday of surprise is now our 

history.   

We are Easter people.  It’s sad that we so often live as if it 

were still Saturday.  Of course, we wait as the disciples waited.  

We wait for fulfillment.  But our waiting is different.  The “for what” 

for which we wait has been revealed to us.  We wait with a 

promise from our risen Lord:  “Lo, I am with you always to the 

close of the age.”  That’s the promise.  Jesus is with us.  The water 

of Baptism, the sign of the cross, the bread and the wine, the Word 

proclaimed all help us to remember his promise and take it to 

heart.   

As you await the Festival of Easter, may you remember that 

Jesus is alive, and he is with you.  When you’re alone, when you’re 

sick in the hospital, when cancer treatments get rough, when 

you’re addicted, when you feel rejected and hurt, when you could 

faint for your weariness…  In your pain, in your sorrow, in your 

boredom, in your hurt, Jesus promises, “I am with you.” 

You and I have a promise.  A promise is a wonderful thing – 

something to look back at and something to look forward to.  

Something to hang on to.  Something to get you through.   

A number of years ago, so that we both could do things we 

each felt called and equipped of God to do, Hope and I lived in two 

separate residences a half a state apart.  I preached at a parish in 

southeastern South Dakota;  Hope clerked for the South Dakota 
Supreme Court.  For two long years we enjoyed each other’s 

presence and company only on weekends.  They were two very 

long, very hard years, but we had from each other a promise.  It 

wasn’t the same as being together, but it would do for a time, one 

week at a time, until we could be together again. 

 

(Pastor Paul cont.) 

Jesus has left us with a promise.  And it will do for a time.  It 

will do while we wait for the King and his Kingdom, for the many 

mansions, for the new heaven and new earth, for that place which 

God has prepared for us.  The promise is not the same as seeing 

God face-to-face, but it will do.  Taken to heart, it may even set us 

free to live today and tomorrow as if it was Sunday, and not as if it 

was still Saturday. 

 
 

NAMI South Dakota 5k Walk             
 

Saturday, May 18th at 9:30 AM (check-in begins at 8:00 AM) 

Sertoma Park, 49th & Oxbow, Sioux Falls 
 

Join Our Journey to Wellness as we walk to raise 

awareness about mental illness and the importance of 

education, advocacy and support. 
 

NAMI (the National Alliance on Mental Illness) is the 

nation’s largest grassroots mental health organization 

dedicated to building better lives for the millions of 

Americans impacted by mental illness. 
 

View more information about our team and register 

online at https://www.namiwalks.org/team/28129.  

There will also be a sign-up sheet available at the 

Welcome Center in the church entrance. 
 

Contact Crystal McCormick or Kari Clark,  

Team Captains, with any questions. 
 

 

 

  Third class mail cannot be forwarded.  If you change your 
address, let us know so you receive your next Newsletter.  You 
will also save the church the 59cost of address corrections. 
 

 

https://www.namiwalks.org/team/28129


      LWR (Lutheran World Relief) 
 

    In April, May & June we are collecting 

items for Baby Care Kits.  Included in each 

kit is the following: 

 

 2 lightweight cotton t-shirts (no Onesies) 

 2 long or short- sleeved gowns or sleepers (without feet) 

 2 receiving blankets, medium-weight cotton between 36”& 

52” square.  Or crocheted or knitted with lightweight yarn. 

 4 cloth diapers, flat fold preferred 

 1 jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with a hood, or include a 

baby cap 

 2 pairs of socks 

 1 hand towel, dark color recommended 

 2 or 3 bath-size bars of gentle soap, 8 to 9 oz., any brand, 

in original wrapping 

 2 diaper pins or large safety pins 
 

We are also in need of sheets for the backs of quilts. 

Sheets may be printed or colored. 

Items for any of the kits can be left by the office door. 

Shipping note: LWR's approximate cost to handle and ship 

1 personal care kit is $2.65, which includes the addition of a tube 

of toothpaste at time of shipping. 

18 quilts were packed up and sent in March 2019--in spite 

of inclement weather not permitting us to meet for a couple of 

weeks.  

Remember, we are always collecting box tops for education 

and pop tabs for Ronald McDonald House. They can be left in the 

kitchen in the marked containers.  

Thank you for all the recent donations and your continued 

support. 

    Barb Buchanan and Ann Mortenson 

 Co-Chairs of Mission Action Service Group 

 

       WELCA has greeting cards for sale in the church office. 

There are Easter, Birthday, Sympathy, Thinking of you, 

Encouragement, Get Well, etc. at $6.00 for a box of twelve.  

There are also pretty table napkins for $3.50 per package.  

 

April WELCA Bible Study 
Women of the Evangelical Church in America 

Sunday, April 28, 9:45 a.m. 

Meet in the church library 

Older & Wiser Lutherans 

The Owls (Retirees) usually meet the second Monday of each 

month at 10:00 a.m.  Be sure to join the group … even if you are 

not a regular attendee.  Come for coffee & fellowship.  This month 

they are meeting on Monday, April 8th at the Fryn’ Pan.    

All are welcome! 

 

 

          April Mission Globe 
 

Our April Mission Globe gifts will go to NAMI-

South Dakota.  The National Alliance on Mental 

Illness (http://www.nami.org), is the nation’s 

largest grassroots mental health organization 

dedicated to building better lives for the millions of 

Americans affected by mental illness.  You are 

welcome to make a contribution, above and beyond 

your regular giving, in the globe at the back of the 

sanctuary.  Please make checks payable to St. John         

                     Special Funds.  Thank you. 

 

Potluck & Movie 
Saturday, April 13th 

5:00 pm Potluck  *  6:00 pm Movie 

Showing: “Grace of God” 
 

A story of Easter Traditions.  Detective Bill Boradly, who lost his 

faith years ago, is called to investigate the disappearance of the local 

church’s collection plate.  As he questions its various church 

members, rumors swirl as more congregants learn about the theft.  

When one unexpected church-goer confesses to stealing the funds, the 

confession resurrects Broadly’s views about God, and helps him see 

that through faith and belief there really is rebirth and redemption.  

Starring: John Ratzenberger, Erin Bethea, Kelsey Sanders and 

Lorenzo Lamas. 
 

 

http://www.nami.org/


    From the From the Library 
www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch 
 

April greetings from the folks in the library.   Now 

that we are in the season of cleaning up the house and yard and 

gardening, we may not have much time to read.  Although, reading 

a good book after a hard day’s work may be just the ticket for 

relaxing. We have many from which to choose. 

 I recently purchased more great books from a book sale. Be 

watching for them on display soon. I usually put them on the 

shelves once they are processed. The “new” sticker in the corner 

has the date they are processed. 

 Remember, the web site listed above allows you to access a 

listing of all the books in the St. John library. To check out a book, 

simply put your full name and the date on the card located in the 

pocket inside the front or back cover. Place the card in the box on 

the computer desk. When you return the book, place it in the book 

drop outside the library. It is right below the St. John mailboxes. 

 There is currently a display of Easter books in the 

children’s section. While most are geared to the young ones, there 

is good reading for the young at heart also.  And don’t forget that 

grandpas and grandmas can check out books and videos for when 

the grandchildren come to visit.  A few years ago our family used 

children’s books about the Seder meal to plan a Seder of our own. 

A Seder is a meal celebrating the Jewish Passover. If you want to 

know more about it…check out the book! 

 Speaking of cleaning house (back there in the first 

paragraph), please look for overdue books that belong to St John. I 

will soon be making phone calls for overdue books. You can save 

me some time by getting them turned in soon. Thanks for your 

help with that. Also, when you look at a book from the shelves and 

decide not to check it out…please try to return it to the place from 

where you got it.  

 Thanks for helping keep the library looking so neat. Many 

groups use the room throughout the week. I have heard many 

compliments on how nice it is. We are blessed to have such a 

facility. I am thankful that so many of you use it, so continue to 

stop by the library and CHECK IT OUT!  

                                              Linda the Librarian (Linda Weber) 

____________________________________________________ 

 

   Mark your calendar to attend 

Vacation Bible School, July 16-20.   

Get ready to run The Incredible Race! 

One Family, One Race, One Savior!                 

            Get Ready-Get Set-Go!  More details to come. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS: 
Wednesday, April 3rd – Stuff Easter Eggs – We will stuff 

eggs after Lenten worship service for Church on the Street. 

Saturday, April 6th - THE PARENT GATHERING: Yes, 

you have a chance to still attend in case you missed the first 

gathering. Trying something new and this is just for the Parents 

only. We will be meeting at Josiah’s Coffee House on April 6th at 

10 am for a time of conversation to talk about life and our needs 

as parents. This will be a time to relax and enjoy your favorite 

coffee drink or latte. Hope to see you there! 

Monday, April 8, Serve at Lunch Is Served. 5:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, April 10th our Spring Flower Blub fundraiser 

will be due. Proceeds you raise will go to your individual accounts. 

  Thursday, April 11th – Youth Hangout, 7pm – 8:30pm 

  Sunday, April 14th – Donuts and Cocoa Sunday, 9:45am 

  Friday, April 26th – Galaxy Bowling, 9pm – 11pm 

  Sunday, April 28 - We will be hosting coffee hour. Please 

let me know if you can help and provide baked goodies. Please 

arrive to help set up at 9am. 

  

Coffee Fundraiser and Pizza Ranch Fundraiser dates coming soon. 

 
Ryan McCormick | Youth & Family Assistant Ministry Director 
p. 605.201.7870 Call | Text    e. ryan.youthdirector@gmail.com 

 
 

Gifts Given: $250-Gift for Youth Trips; $50-2019 H.S. Trip; $237-

Mission Globe for Food-To-You; $30-St. Dysmas; $20-Rosebud 

http://www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch
mailto:ryan.youthdirector@gmail.com


HIGH SCHOOL NEWS: 
I would like to thank all the parents and youth that helped with 
the March activities, we had a full calendar.   

Wednesday, April 3rd:  Lenten Supper please be here by 
5:00 p.m. so that we are ready to serve at 5:30.  We will be serving 
chicken with mushroom soup, mashed potatoes, vegetables, fried 
rice, pork chops, walking tacos, and fried ice cream. 

Sunday, April 7th:  Coffee Hour – looking for bakers to 
bring muffins, coffee cake, banana bread, or rolls, let me know.    
Need to be at church by 9:00 a.m.  

Monday, April 8th:  Youth Board Meeting – 6:00 p.m. in the 
Library, everyone is welcome. 

Wednesday, April 10th:  Lenten Supper please be here by 
5:00 p.m. so that we are ready to serve at 5:30.  We will be serving 
Hamburger/ hotdogs/ polish dogs, potato salad, chips, mac and 
cheese and bars.  

Sunday, April 14th:  Youth Group at 9:45 a.m. we will be 
dying Easter eggs for our sunrise breakfast. 

Sunday, April 21st:  Sunrise Breakfast – 5:30 a.m. looking 
for 4 youth to usher, will also help with communion, seniors this 
would be a great way to show the congregation members who you 
seniors are.  We will be serving French toast, and sausage. 

Sunday, April 28th:  Youth Group at 9:45 a.m.  This will be 
our breakfast to Fryn’ Pan, so bring money. 

 

It doesn’t matter whether the glass is half full or half empty, 
because the tomb is empty.  He is risen.   Happy Easter. 

 

Belva Kurtz | Youth & Family Ministry Director 
p. 605.214-7539 Call | Text    e. bkurtz@vastbb.net 
 
Gift Cards for a number of local businesses/restaurants are available 
for purchase on Sunday mornings at the Welcome Center in the east 
entryway of the church.  (Cards are also available weekdays in the 
church office.)  Gift Cards may be purchased in varying 
denominations allowing you to purchase merchandise at their 
respective businesses up to the face value of each card.  In most 
instances, Gift Cards purchased at St. John result in a 5% profit from 
participating businesses to our St. John Youth to help with summer 
camps and servant events. 
 

THANK YOU FOR PURCHASING GIFT CARDS AT ST. JOHN. 

 

St. John Prayer Ministry & Prayer Box – 

Pastor Paul and prayer ministers would like to 

pray for you.  Prayer requests are received in a 

secure prayer box in the back of the St. John 

sanctuary and are kept in strictest confidence 

before, during, and after prayers are said on your 

behalf.  It is of utmost importance to the St. John 

congregation that all our members and friends are 

prayed for on a routine basis.  Please help your pastor and prayer 

ministers to be faithful and effective in this undertaking by sharing 

with us whatever you may have in your heart to share.   

 

 

Project CAR Drivers Needed  
 

You Are The Key! 
Volunteers are the key to independence  

                                   and quality of life for seniors. 
 

Project CAR (Call A Ride) offers transportation to Sunday church 

services, and other church functions, and medical appointments for 

adult members of ten different churches.  This transportation is a 

crucial element in their ability to remain connected to their church 

and community.  Project CAR provides vehicles, gas, etc.  Please call 

the Project CAR office (332-2777) and visit with Kate or Wanda for 

more information.  Men, women, retired, working, young, young at 

heart … We Need You! 
 
 
 
 

Meals-On-Wheels 
St. John is responsible for Meals-on-Wheels 
drivers and helpers for Tuesdays.  If you are 
interested in helping out with this important 
community activity, please use the sign-up 
sheets at the Welcome Center (east entry of 
church).  The meals are picked up at Active 
Generations.  Thank you! 

 

Remember – you can sign up for just one Tuesday if you 
wish.  Any and all help is needed and appreciated! 

mailto:bkurtz@vastbb.net


Did You Know ? 

 

1. There are at least 6 people in the world who look exactly 

like you. There's a 9% chance that you'll meet one of them in 

your lifetime. 

 

2. A person's height is determined by their father, and their 

weight is determined by their mother. 

 

3. If a part of your body "falls asleep," you can almost always 

"wake it up" by shaking your head. 

 

4. There are three things the human brain cannot resist 

noticing, food, attractive people and danger. 

 

5. Right-handed people tend to chew food on their right side 

 

6. There are so many kinds of apples, that if you ate a new 

one everyday, it would take over 20 years to try them all. 

 

7. People who laugh a lot are healthier than those who don't.   

 

8. Our brain uses the same amount of power as a 10-watt light 

bulb!! 

 

9. Our body gives enough heat in 30 mins. to boil 1.5 liters of 

water!! 

 

10. Take a 10-30 minute walk every day & while you walk, 

SMILE. It is the ultimate antidepressant. 

 

11. When you wake up in the morning, pray to ask God's 

guidance for your purpose, today. 

 

12. Remember that you are too blessed to be stressed. 

♫   ♫        “Music Notes”    ♫   ♫ 
 

Spring is finally here and Easter is on the way!!!!!  This month, the 

Adult Choir will be performing three times.  We will perform “We 

Are Yours, Lord” on Sunday, April 7th.  We will also perform the 

haunting “Lay His Body Down” at the Good Friday service on April 

19th.  Finally, we will perform the lively “King Jesus Is Arisen” at 

the 8:30 and 11 am Easter Sunday services on April 21st.  Special 

thanks to Aiden Scott for accompanying us on tambourine.  The 

Bell Choir will perform “All Glory, Laud and Honor” on Palm 

Sunday, April 14th.  Special thanks to Joy Schroeder for recording 

our last few bell performances.  We hope this gives members who 

are unable to make it to services a chance to enjoy our 

performances via our St. John Facebook page.  Happy 

Easter!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

  

    Sarah Jorgensen, Director of Choirs 
 
 

The deadline for the monthly 

Newsletter is 8:00 a.m. on the 20th of 

the preceding month. This month it 

will be Saturday, April 20th.  
 

 

Silent Auction Sneak Peeks 
  Watch for a couple of gift baskets to bid on each month during 

Coffee Hour.  The winning bidder takes a basket home that day!  

All proceeds will go to the Harvest Festival this fall.   

Come and see and bid! 

                                                Carol Landsverk & Jan McDonald 

 

Adult Education Opportunities 
 

Thursdays 12 noon-1:00 P.M.  We will continue to study the 

Catechism through the month of April.  Bring your sack lunch!  

Join in any time! Meet in the Library. 
 

Sundays at 9:45 A.M. in Classroom #116 in the Lower Level.   

 



HOLY ROLLERS 
Come and join the Holy Roller program.  Young, old, 

tall, short—anyone!  We take donated bed sheets and tear 

them in to 4 inch strips, sew them end to end and roll 

them.  These bandages are sent to Lutheran World Relief 

for distribution in other countries.  Someone who can use 

a sewing machine is much needed.  We meet the first 

Thursday of each month at 9:00 a.m. in Room 117.  Call 

Diana Norton at 271-6146 for more information or with 

any questions.  THANK YOU!!! 

 
 

High School Seniors----please turn in your 

Senior Profile form and a personal photo to use in 

next month’s Newsletter ASAP.  Thank you! 

 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Are You Graduating This Spring? 

 

Graduation is an exciting event in anyone’s life 

and we, as your church family, would like to help 

you celebrate this time of beginnings. If someone 

from our St. John family is graduating from a 

high school, college, university or vocational 

school, etc., please fill out the form below and 

return to the church office by May 1st. 
 

Graduate’s Name  _____________________________________________  
 

School  _____________________________________________________  
 

Date of Graduation  ___________________________________________  
 

Degree (if applicable)  _________________________________________  

 

ST. JOHN GENERAL FUND – February 2019 
Harley Shafer, Treasurer 

 

BALANCE ON HAND 2/1/2019 (1,122.05)$          

Total Receipts for Month 22,324.26$          

Total Cash on Hand 21,202.21$          

Less Expenditures for Month (28,697.99)$        

From Capital Fund Payable 10,000.00$          

BALANCE ON HAND 2/28/2019 2,504.22$             
 
 
 

EXPENSES THIS MONTH YEAR TO DATE ANNUAL 
  PAID PAID BUDGET 
 
Our World Mission $   1805.00   $3,650.00  $ 21,700.00 
 
Pastoral Ministry & Staff 22,620.30 42,350.46 282,743.00 
 
Worship & Service 1,827.63 4,626.89 31,075.00 

 
Our Church Home 2,445.06 10,224.87 49,600.00 
  __________ __________ __________ 
 
Total Expenditures $  28,697.99 $60,852.22 $385,118.00 

 
 
 
 

 

Special Funds – February 2019 
Joanne Pesicka, Treasurer 

 
 

AngelFoods $1,271.20 Education Designated $ 4,175.17 

 

Barnabas $812.64 Food To You $ 1,603.39 
 

Banquet $3,806.75 Memory Garden $ 6,900.01 
 

Care Team Ministry $ 392.26 Quilt Makers $946.15 
 
 

 
 



$67,443.70

RECEIPTS

Memory of James Watkins $10.00

$0.00

Interest $0.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS $10.00

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS

Transfer to General Fund $10,000.00

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS $10,000.00

SAVINGS BALANCE $57,453.70

CHECKING BALANCE $111.45

RECEIPTS

$0.00

 Interest $0.01

TOTAL RECEIPTS $0.01

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS

$0.00

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS $0.00

CHECKING BALANCE $111.46

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT

Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 1/25/24 $101,677.21

American State Bank; 2.7%; maturity 3/3/21 $101,351.01

American State Bank; 2.14%; maturity 10/3/19 $50,539.38

TOTAL CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT $253,567.60

TOTAL CAPITAL FUNDS $311,132.76

PAYABLES

Transfers from General Funds (end of year) $47,000.00

       Transfers to General Fund 2019 -$10,000.00

TOTAL PAYABLES $37,000.00

DESIGNATED FUNDS

Elevator Funds for maintenance $6,853.08

TOTAL DESIGNATED FUNDS $6,853.08

$267,279.68

February 1, 2019

Capital Fund Statement
Mary Johnson, Treasurer

SAVINGS BALANCE February 1, 2019

February 28, 2019

St. John Policy #5: The Capital Funds Account shall maintain a minimum balance amounting to 5% of the annual

congregational budget.  Any transfer of money from the Capital Fund to the General Fund shall have Council approval.

February 28, 2019

February 28, 2019

TOTAL AVAILABLE CAPITAL FUNDS February 28, 2019

5% of 2019 budget $19,255.90

 
 

 


