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ST. JOHN SUNDAY 
ONE Place + ONE People + ONE Time + ONE Service 

+ ONE LORD & SAVIOR OF ALL + 

TOGETHER! 
ONE WORSHIP SERVICE WITH HOLY COMMUNION 

 Sunday, March 10, 9:30 a.m. 

(No Sunday School) 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

 TIME AND TALENT OPPORTUNITIES 

 CONGREGATIONAL BRUNCH  

FOLLOWING WORSHIP 

Served by your St. John Church Council! 

 

M.A.R.V. TALKS 
Mission & Action / Reset the Vision 

Old & good friend of St. John, Marv Okrina, at St. John’s last 

Annual Meeting, challenged his congregation to “step outside of its 

comfort zone” in pursuit of a New Day and a new way at St. John 

American Lutheran Church.    

Monthly M.A.R.V. TALKS are open to all St. John members!   

PLEASE COME AND PARTICIPATE!   

Next M.A.R.V. talks meeting is Tuesday, March 5, 6:30 p.m.,  

in the lower level of the church, Room 116. 
 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?  Will 

you go where you don’t know and never be the same?  Will 

you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, will 

you let my life be  grown in you and you in me?  
 

(Red Hymnal, No. 798) 

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION 
Know someone who would like to join in the work and 

worship of Christ through St. John?  New members will be 

received during worship on ST. JOHN SUNDAY, March 10, 

at 9:30 a.m., with a congregational brunch to follow.  Those 

wishing to join are asked to attend a New Member 

Orientation the Sunday before, March 3, 9:45 a.m., in the 

Lee Stadem Conference Room & Library.  

Who do you know that’s just been waiting to be invited? 
 

 

BELIEVE WITH US, BELONG WITH US,  

BECOME WITH US! 
ST. JOHN AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH + ELCA 

 

 

 

MID-WEEK LENTEN WORSHIP 

      

“THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS” 
Wednesdays in Lent 

6:30 p.m.  – Worship 

Supper served by our High School Youth, starting at 5:30 p.m.,  

March 6 

Ash Wednesday 

Service of Ashes & Holy Communion 
 

March 13 / “The Painful Thorns” 

March 20 / “The Spike of Sin” 

March 27 / “The Bitter Vinegar” 

April 3 / “Distracting Dice” 

April 10 / “The New Agreement with God” 
 

The Stations of the Cross will be available weekdays in the 

Fellowship Hall for your personal devotional throughout 

Lent.  Every member is encouraged to do this. 
 



 

 

Daylight Savings Time begins Sunday, 

March 10th.  Remember to set your clocks 

ahead one hour when you go to bed 

Saturday night. 

 
 
 

YOUR 2019 CHURCH COUNCIL 
   

Kari Clark, President 
  

Theresa Schwarzhoff, Vice-President  
 

Amber DeVries, Secretary 
 

Harley Shafer, Treasurer 
 

Sandy Scott, Education Chairman 
 

Lois Lundberg, Fellowship Chairman 
 

Mary Johnson, Finance Chairman 
 

Rodney Hughes, Outreach Chairman 
 

Kerry Okrina, Properties Chairman  
 

Ryan McCormick, Public Relations Chairman  
 

Jesse Fonkert, Social Concerns Chairman  
 

Dawn Peterson, Stewardship Chairman  
 

Karen Brandts, Visitation Chairman 
 

Polly Hooks, Worship & Music Chairman  
 

Tondi Sorenson, Youth Chairman  

 

Thank you to the above volunteers for their commitment 

to St. John American Lutheran Church! 

Ask them how you can help! 

 

 

SATURDAY NIGHT AT THE MOVIES 
 

MARCH MOVIE & POTLUCK 
MARCH 16, 2019 

5:00 p.m. – Potluck / 6:00 p.m. – Movie 
 

Feature Attraction:   

“Jesus Christ Superstar” 
(1996 Performance, St. John American Lutheran Church) 

 

Director:  Carrie Plienis 
 

Starring: 
Tammy Shafer, Nona Hunt, Shirley Magnuson, Jan 

Woerman, Robert Dovenmuehler, Gladys Beck, Nancy & 
Joel Plienis, Carol Gjere, Cole McCormick  

and Leroy Vollan. 
 
=============================================== 

 

THANK YOU! 
 

January and February were very cold and snowy months.  

Special thanks to Marv Okrina, Kerry Okrina, Lance Jescke, Dave 

Ericksen, Belva Kurtz, Pastor Paul, Kari Clark, Darin Palmer and 

Larry Crittenden for all the shoveling, snow blowing and parking lot 

plowing, sanding and de-icing.  More volunteers are always 

needed!   Pretty sure there will be more snow in March!  

 



The following is the monthly message from the presiding bishop of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America as found in the 

February issue of Living Lutheran. 

 

WHAT IS GOD UP TO? 
 

What is to be done? Our congregations are growing older and 

smaller. At least 40 percent of our congregations have an average 

weekly worship attendance of 50 or less. ELCA membership 

decreases by 70,000 people a year, or roughly the loss of a synod 

per year. Clergy retirements outnumber new candidates for 

ministry. Financial pressures and building maintenance create 

stress. There is a dearth of people in their 20s and 30s in our 

pews. How do we change this? How do we reverse the trends? 

 

These are anxious questions that come from anxious people across 

this church. We aren’t the only ones asking them—just about every 

mainline denomination, including the non-Latino population of the 

Roman Catholic Church, is in the same boat. Even some 

megachurches are showing signs of plateau or decline. And this is 

not exclusive to the Christian community. I once attended a 

national conference of Muslims where one workshop was titled 

“Un-Mosqued to Mosqued: How to Get the Young Muslim Back to 

the Masjid.” 

 

Some now see the decline of the church in general, and the ELCA 

in particular, as inevitable. The response can be to turn our 

churches into bunkers with our congregations sheltering within the 

walls or to try every new program that breathlessly promises to 

attract people to our congregations. Neither is an effective or 

faithful long-term strategy. 

 

I think we are asking the wrong questions. 

 

The questions we are asking have to do about us: “What can we 

do?” They express loss and grief and fear—loss and grief for what 

we were and fear about what we will become. Not only do these 

questions not lead to productive answers, they also don’t point to 

hope. It’s as if the church’s one foundation rests on us and our 

efforts. 

 

I think we need to ask: “What is God up to?” 

 

 (Bishop Eaton cont…..) 

 

It’s clear to me that we are living in a time of transition, especially 

for the Western church. I don’t know how long this transition will 

last nor do I have a clear vision of what the church is becoming. 

 

The good news is that you and I don’t have to have a clear vision 

because God does. “Do not remember the former things, or 

consider the things of old. I am about to do a new thing; now it 

springs forth, do you not perceive it?” (Isaiah 43:18-19). These 

words of hope were spoken to the Jews who were stuck in exile. 

They had lost their land, their temple and their king—the pillars of 

their identity. Likewise, the church has lost social status and 

relevance in 21st-century American culture. 

 

For Israel and the church this would be a hopeless situation, 

except that God is faithful. When the Lord admonished, “Do not 

remember the former things, or consider the things of old,” this 

wasn’t a command to forget God’s past saving work, but to believe 

that God was still acting. This is true for us today. When we stop 

asking what we can do to fix the church and start asking what God 

is up to, we open ourselves up to the life-giving promise of God’s 

future. 

 

Then we are also open to more questions: How is the Spirit 

reshaping the church? How will Christ use us as Christ’s living body 

in the world? 

 

If we want to attract people to our congregations to rebuild a 

memory, God will not bless our efforts. But if we—grabbed by the 

Spirit in baptism, changed by the word, intimately and lovingly 

connected to Jesus and each other in communion, and set free by 

grace to serve the neighbor—invite all people into true life, then 

we shall become part of the answer. 

 

This takes attention and devotion. Worship, prayer, Scripture 

study, generosity and service—not in order to save the church, but 

in response to the new life God has given us in Christ. 

 

And one more thing: in God’s inscrutable wisdom, God has chosen 

human hands and voices to tell and welcome.  

 

 

 



FROM PASTOR PAUL 
 

Ash Wednesday falls on March 6.  Lent ensues – our per 

annum opportunity as church, inviting all of us to scratch the 

surface of our carefully polished exteriors (to wit, the personas we, 

each of us, prefer everyone see when they look our way), to the 

end that we may take stock, own, and fully acknowledge the truth 

about all in us that lies below (our carefully polished exteriors:  the 

hard truth that my whole life, however brilliant in its achievement, 

is nonetheless curved, unrelenting, inward, and that all my crowing 

as to my accomplishments or all my complaining about how unfair 

life has been for me in pursuit of some cosmic significance, is really 

all the same.  It’s all about me.  It’s all ego.  The final slamming of 

the door on my self-incurvature the inescapable reality that we all 

shall die.  “Ashes, ashes, we all fall down.” 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.  

Remember that you shall die.  This is Ash Wednesday.  It’s all Ash 

Wednesday means to tell.  How could anyone want to hear that? 

Steve Jobs (1955–2011), suspending with all illusions of 

immorality at the close of his days, opined:  “Remembering that I’ll 

be dead soon is the most important tool I’ve ever encountered to 

help me make the big choices in life.  Almost everything – all 

external expectations, all pride, all fear of embarrassment or 

failure – these things just fall away in the face of death, leaving 

only what is truly important.  Remembering that you are going to 

die is the best way I know to avoid the trap of thinking you have 

something to lose.  No one wants to die.  Even people who want to 

go to heaven don’t want to die to get there.  And yet, death is the 

destination we all share.  No one has ever escaped it, and that is 

how it should be, because death is very likely the single best 

invention of life.  It’s life’s change agent.  It clears out the old to 

make way for the new.” 

Or as the Psalmist put it (and the lector shall read it on Ash 

Wednesday):  “Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all 

generations.  Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever 

you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to 

everlasting you are God.  You turn us back to dust, and say, ‘Turn 

back, you mortals.’  For a thousand years in your sight are like 

yesterday when it is past, or like a watch in the night.  You sweep 

them away; they are like a dream, like grass that is renewed in the 

morning;  in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; in the 
evening it fades and withers.  For we are consumed by your anger; 

by your wrath we are overwhelmed.  You have set our iniquities 

before you, our secret sins in the light of your countenance.  For all 

our days pass away under your wrath; our years come to an end 

like a sigh.  The days of our life are seventy years, or perhaps  

(Pastor Paul cont…..) 

eighty, if we are strong; even then their span is only toil and 

trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away.  Who considers the 

power of your anger? Your wrath is as great as the fear that is due 

you.  So teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart” 

(Psalm 90.1-12). 

No one I know enjoys a trip to the cemetery, but cemeteries 

are instructive.  I can think of nowhere better to sort through life 

and separate the important from the fiddling.  Whatever feelings 

one may bring to the excursion, one really out to make the journey 

at least once a year.  So it goes with Ash Wednesday.   Here is the 

beginning of wisdom.  All things fraudulent and ephemeral fall 

away in the face of death.  Lent comes.  Don’t ignore the 

opportunity. 

 

 

 

 

Lenten Suppers Menu: 
 

Mar. 6, Ash Wednesday – Pork Chops, mashed potatoes,  

glazed carrots, hot dogs and fried ice cream 
 

Mar. 13 – Chicken legs, broasted potatoes, corn and desserts 
 

Mar. 20 – Spaghetti bake, beef stroganoff, hot dogs, salad,      

garlic bread and fried ice cream 
 

Mar. 27 – Pulled Pork, walking tacos, hotdogs, cheesy hash 

browns, green beans and ice cream sundaes 
 

Apr. 3 – Chicken breast, mashed potatoes, vegetable or baked 

potatoes and toppings and fried ice cream 
 

Apr. 10 –Hamburgers/Hotdogs, mac and cheese, potato salad, 

chips and ice cream sundaes 

 

Free will offering for meals.  Proceeds will go toward the High 

School Youth Servant Trip to Washington, DC this summer.          

 

Serving begins at 5:30 pm-Worship begins at 6:30 pm 

 

 



 

Project CAR Drivers Needed  
 

You Are The Key! 
Volunteers are the key to independence  

                                   and quality of life for seniors. 
 

Project CAR (Call A Ride) offers transportation to Sunday church 

services, and other church functions, and medical appointments for 

adult members of ten different churches.  This transportation is a 

crucial element in their ability to remain connected to their church 

and community.  Project CAR provides vehicles, gas, etc.  Please call 

the Project CAR office (332-2777) and visit with Kate or Wanda for 

more information.  Men, women, retired, working, young, young at 

heart … We Need You! 

 

 

 
NAMI Family Support 

Group is a peer-led support 
group for family members, 

caregivers and loved ones of individuals living with mental illness.  
  

Gain insight from the challenges and successes of others facing similar 
circumstances. NAMI’s Support Groups are unique because they follow 
a structured model, ensuring everyone has an opportunity to be heard  
and to get what they need.  

 Free of cost to participants 

 Designed for adult loved ones (18+) of individuals living with 
mental illness 

 Led by family members of individuals living with mental illness  
 Meets the first Sunday of the month in the library 6-7:30 PM  
 No specific medical therapy or medication is endorsed or 

recommended 
 Confidential  

  

For more information about the NAMI Family Support Group at St. John, 
contact Kari Clark at klwin@sio.midco.net or 605-351-4785.  We meet at 
St. John the first and third Sunday of each month at 6:00 PM in the 
church library. 
 

 

A word from Thrivent Financial:  
    Since 2010, over $414 million has been distributed to 

thousands of churches, schools, and other nonprofits just 

like yours through Thrivent Choice®. Through this program, 

eligible members can make an impact by 

recommending where Thrivent donates its charitable 

outreach dollars each year. 

     We are excited to share, St John American Lutheran 

Church received $2,822 in charitable outreach funding in 

2018.  All 2018 Choice Dollars® have been made 

available for members to direct and 2018 Choice Dollars 

expire on March 31, 2019. The Thrivent Choice® program 

is a charitable grant program that allows members to 

recommend where Thrivent Financial distributes a portion 

of its charitable grant funds each year. It is a joint 

program of Thrivent and its member chapters. 

     Choice Dollars® – Eligible benefit members can help 

direct Thrivent Choice Dollars to thousands of nonprofit 

organizations, including congregations, two of which are 

St. John American Lutheran and Project CAR.  (St. John is 

one of the sponsoring congregations of Project CAR.)  

You have until March 31st to direct your funds. Go to 

Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn more. Or call 800-

847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” after the prompt.  If 

your Choice Dollars are not designated, they will be 

distributed as Thrivent chooses.  When the time comes for 

you to make your Thrivent designations, please consider 

St. John and Project CAR.  Those funds will be directly 

deposited in St. John and Project CAR bank accounts.  

Thank you. 
 
 

 
 

 

The deadline for the monthly Newsletter is 8:00 

a.m. on the 20th of the preceding month. This month 

it will be 8:00 a.m. Wednesday, March 20th.  

mailto:klwin@sio.midco.net


   ♫   ♫        “Music Notes”    ♫   ♫    
 

Greetings as we head into the Lenten season.  This month, the 

Adult Choir will be performing twice.  We will perform a gorgeous 

version of the Swedish hymn “Children of the Heavenly Father” on 

Sunday, March 3rd.  The piece allows each section to sing the 

melody and it ends with a smorzando, which means the music gets 

softer and softer until it gradually fades away.  It’s been giving us 

chills even in practice!  We will also perform the hauntingly 

beautiful “My Soul, Be Still” at the Ash Wednesday service on 

Wednesday, March 6th.  It is based on themes from Debussy’s 

“Clair de Lune”.  The Bell Choir will perform “Brother James’ Aire” 

on Sunday, March 10th.  It’s a beautiful and challenging piece we 

haven’t played in years and we’re excited to perform it for you!   

    Sarah Jorgensen, Director of Choirs 

 

 

 

********************************************************** 

Silent Auction Sneak Peeks 
  Watch for a couple of gift baskets to bid on each month during 

Coffee Hour.  The winning bidder takes a basket home that day!  

All proceeds will go to the Harvest Festival this fall.   

Come and see and bid! 

                                                Carol Landsverk & Jan McDonald 

                        Silent Auction Chairs 

********************************************************************** 

 

 

 

 

2019 Church Directories have been printed.  Pick up your 

copy on The Welcome Center or in the church office 

during regular business hours.   

One per household, please.  Thank you! 
 

 

   
The Bible Study for March is the third 

session in a 4-part series.  March’s Study 

(either 3/17 or 3/21) is titled ‘Friends for 

Life in Christ’.  In this session, we meet a 

woman caught in adultery, a man born 

blind, and Jesus’ friends Mary, Martha and 

Lazarus.  Through their stories, we come to see how Jesus meets 

us with mercy, healing and hope in the face of judgement, 

rejection and grief.  We share in Jesus’ final conversation with His 

disciples before His arrest, where He shows us His love and prays 

for us.  Please check the date and time for the Bible Study that fits 

your schedule and plan to attend.  

 
LWR (Lutheran World Relief) 

 

    We are collecting items for personal care kits (health kits) 

during March. Each kit contains: 

1 bath size towel aprox. 52 X 27 inches, dark color preferred. 

2 bath size bars of soap 4 to 5 ounces or 3 bars 3 ounce, any 

brand in original wrapping 

1 sturdy comb 

1 metal nail clippers, with or without a nail file 

    We are also in need of sheets for the backs of quilts and baby 

shirts size 6 mo. to 24 mo. for the Layettes. 

    Items for any of the kits can be left by the office door. 

    Shipping note: LWR's approximate cost to handle and ship 1 

personal care kit is $2.65, which includes the addition of a tube of 

toothpaste at time of shipping. 

    25 quilts were packed up and sent in January 2019 and 19 

quilts, 15 Health Kits and 9 Layettes were shipped on February 6th.  

    Remember, we are always collecting box tops for education and 

pop tabs for Ronald McDonald House. They can be left in the 

kitchen in the marked containers.  

    Thank you for all the recent donations and your continued 

support. 

    Barb Buchanan and Ann Mortenson 

 Co-Chairs of Mission Action Service Group 

 

       WELCA has greeting cards for sale in the church office. There 

are Birthday, Sympathy, Thinking of you, Encouragement, Get 

Well, etc. at $6.00 for a box of twelve. There are also pretty table 

napkins for $3.50 per package.  

 



THURSDAY EVENING WORSHIP CONTINUES 

Worship with Holy Communion is offered the first, second, third, and fifth 
Thursdays of each month at 5:30 p.m., in the St. John sanctuary.  (Services are 
suspended the fourth Thursday of each month to accommodate “Food-to-You” 
Mobile Food Pantry.)  If you’re heading out of town for the weekend, have to 
work on Sunday, or are otherwise unable to worship on the weekend, please 
take advantage of this additional opportunity to worship Thursday evening.  

 IT COUNTS! 

 

 

 

Older & Wiser Lutherans 

The Owls (Retirees) usually meet the second Monday of each 

month at 10:00 a.m.  Be sure to join the group … even if you are 

not a regular attendee.  Come for coffee & fellowship.  This month 

they are meeting on Monday, March 11th in the St. John 

Fellowship Hall.   All are welcome! 

 

 

 

 

March Mission Globe 
     Our March Mission Globe recipient is The 

Family Visitation Center.  This organization 

provides a child-friendly environment for 

supervised visits and the safe transfer of children 

between custodial and non-custodial adults 

without the adults having contact with each 

other.  This procedure ensures that children are 

not witnessing conflict between adults during the exchange, yet 

gives them the opportunity to spend time with their parents or 

other non-custodial adults.  The FVC is located in downtown Sioux 

Falls and serves an average of 125 families each month.  You are 

welcome to make a contribution above and beyond your regular 

giving and put in the Globe in the back of the Sanctuary.  Please 

make checks payable to St. John Special Funds.   Thank you! 

 

From the Library  

www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch 

 

March Greetings. We are beginning to think of spring. It 

has been a long cold winter and I have heard of several people 

who are “down in the dumps” because of it. Probably the last thing 

you want to do is read about more negative feelings.  But, St. John 

Library has several helpful books that just may lift your spirits. So, 

stop by and see if any of these books speak to your heart:  

Don’t Sweat the Small Stuff…and It’s All Small Stuff by Richard 

Carlson 

 Self- improvement, stress management, peace of mind 

When God Doesn’t Make Sense by James Dobson 

 Suffering, grief, faith, Christian living 

Been There Done That. Now what? By Ed Young 

 Spiritual growth, Christian living 

A Love Worth Living by Max Lucado 

 Inspirational, spiritual growth, Christian living 

How Could You Do That? By Laura Schlessinger 

Personal growth, relationships, character, courage 

(By the way, did you know that vitamin D and sunshine are 

also good for raising the spirits? No, we do not have the vitamin in 

the library (ha ha).  But a good book can be sunshine for your 

soul.  So, while you are checking out a self-help book, also check 

out an uplifting read. We have almost 1,300 to choose from.) 

Don’t forget to stop by the library and CHECK IT OUT!                  

   

Linda the Librarian (Linda Weber) 

 

 

 

Endowment Fund Scholarships 

      St. John’s Endowment Fund has designated some 
funds for scholarships for members of St. John for the 

purpose of attending college or seminary.  The 
applications are available on the Welcome Center.  

Applications must be returned to the church office no 
later than May 31, 2019.  

http://www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch


MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS: 
THE PARENT GATHERING: Yes, you read that right. I am trying 

something new and this is just for the Parents Only. We will be 

meeting at Josiah’s Coffee House on March 23 at 10am for a time 

of conversation to talk about life and our needs as Parents. This 

will be a time to relax and enjoy your favorite coffee drink or latte. 

Thursday, March 14th – Youth Hangout, 7pm – 8:30pm 

  Thursday, March 28th – Youth Hangout, 7pm – 8:30pm 

  St. John Coffee Hour – Sun., March 31, We will be 

hosting coffee hour. Please let me know if you can help and 

provide baked goodies. Please arrive to help set up at 9am. 

  We will also begin gathering candy that fits in plastic Easter 

eggs for the Church On The Street Annual Easter Egg Hunt. Please 

let me know if you can donate candy or Plastic Eggs. These will be 

stuffed on the First Sunday in April. 

  March 10 our Spring Flower Blub fundraiser will begin. 

Proceeds you raise will go to your individual accounts. 
 

Ryan McCormick | Youth & Family Assistant Ministry Director 
p. 605.201.7870 Call | Text    e. ryan.youthdirector@gmail.com 

 
HIGH SCHOOL NEWS: 

Sunday, March 3rd:  Coffee hour, please be there at 

9:00 to help get things ready to go.  Juniors and Seniors will be 

our bakers, let me know if you can furnish 2 dozen muffins, 

coffee cake, rolls or bread. 

Monday, March 4th:  Board of Youth Meeting at 6:00 

p.m. in the Library. 

Wednesday, March 6th:  Lenten Supper – 5:00 p.m. 

serving Pork Chops in garlic mushroom soup, mashed potatoes, 

glazed carrots, hot dogs and fried ice cream.  Let me know if you 

can help.   

Sunday, March 10th:  No youth Group – reminders to 

set you clock ahead 1 hour as Daylight Savings Time begins, 

yah spring. 

Tuesday, March 12th:  Backpack Program at 6:00 p.m.  

4701 N. Westport Ave.  20 volunteers are needed to help fill bags 

for the schools.  Let me know if you can help. 

Wednesday, March 13th:  Lenten Supper – 5:00 p.m. 

serving chicken legs, broasted potatoes, corn and dessert.  Looking 
for youth to help serve and clean up. 

Sunday, March 17th:  Coffee hour, please be there at 

9:00 to help get things ready to go.  Biscuits, gravy, sausage and 

fruit, Freshman will provide the fruit. 

 

(High School News cont….) 

Wednesday, March 20th:  Lenten Supper – 5:00 p.m. 

Spaghetti Bake or hamburger stroganoff, hotdogs, lettuce, garlic 

bread, and fried ice cream.  Looking for youth to help serve and 

clean up. 

Sunday, March 24th:  Coffee hour, please be there at 

9:00 to help get things ready to go.  We will be serving scrambled 

eggs and ham and English muffins. 

Monday, March 25th:  Pizza Ranch – Brandon 5:00 to 

8:00 p.m.  Looking for 5 volunteers to work, are goal is 20 promo 

coupons. 
 

Belva Kurtz | Youth & Family Ministry Director 
p. 605.214-7539 Call | Text    e. bkurtz@vastbb.net 
 

 

 
 Gift Cards for a number of local businesses/restaurants are 
available for purchase on Sunday mornings at the Welcome Center in 
the east entryway of the church.  (Cards are also available weekdays 
in the church office.)  Gift Cards may be purchased in varying 
denominations allowing you to purchase merchandise at their 
respective businesses up to the face value of each card.  In most 
instances, Gift Cards purchased at St. John result in a 5% profit from 
participating businesses to our St. John Youth to help with summer 
camps and servant events. 
 

THANK YOU FOR PURCHASING GIFT CARDS AT ST. JOHN. 

 
 

 
 
St. John Prayer Ministry & Prayer Box – Pastor Paul and prayer 

ministers would like to pray for you.  Prayer requests are received 

in a secure prayer box in the back of the St. John sanctuary and 

are kept in strictest confidence before, during, and after prayers 

are said on your behalf.  It is of utmost 

importance to the St. John congregation that all 

our members and friends are prayed for on a 

routine basis.  Please help your pastor and prayer 
ministers to be faithful and effective in this 

undertaking by sharing with us whatever you may 

have in your heart to share.   

 

mailto:ryan.youthdirector@gmail.com
mailto:bkurtz@vastbb.net


 
 

Ash Wednesday Service of  

Imposition of Ashes & 

Holy Communion 
 

5:30 pm Supper;    6:30 pm Worship 

 
Ash Wednesday—the first day of the season of Lent and 

millions of Christians around the world will observe the 

beginning of the 40-day journey to Easter Sunday.  

During the Lenten season, followers of Christ focus on 

the repentance of our sins in anticipation of the 

astounding forgiveness that Easter represents.   
 

 

“Beneath The Cross of Jesus” 
 

1 Beneath the cross of Jesus 
I fain would take my stand, 

the shadow of a mighty Rock 
within a weary land; 

a home within the wilderness, 
a rest upon the way, 

from the burning of the noon-tide heat 
and the burden of the day. 

Meals-On-Wheels 
St. John is responsible for Meals-on-Wheels 
drivers and helpers for Tuesdays.  If you are 
interested in helping out with this important 
community activity, please use the sign-up 
sheets at the Welcome Center (east entry of 
church).  The meals are picked up at Active 
Generations.  Thank you! 

 

Remember – you can sign up for just one Tuesday if you 
wish.  Any and all help is needed and appreciated! 

 
FEBRUARY STATS:     Families        382 

                                                Baptized Membership          689 

                                               Confirmed Membership       566 
 

                                                         (Statistics as of 2/18/19) 

BAPTISMS 
 Lane Rave, February 9, 2019 

 Halle Rave, February 9, 2019 

 

CHANGES FOR YOUR DIRECTORY: 

 ****New Directories have been printed and are available on The 

Welcome Center or in the church office.**** 
 

 

 

 

- In memory of Lisa Folkerts: $20-Capital Funds;  

     $10-Mission Globe for Children’s Inn 

- In memory of Perry Emmons: $10-Capital Funds 

- In memory of James Watkins: $10-Capital Funds     

-In memory of DK Koller: $15-Mission Globe for Food To You 

      

 

Other Gifts: $250-Luther League; $500-2019 H.S. Trip; $630-Mission 

Globe for Children’s Inn; $30-St. Dysmas;  $40-Banquet West; $50-LWR 

for shipping costs; $20-Rosebud 
 
 

  Third class mail cannot be forwarded.  If you change your 
address, let us know so you receive your next Newsletter.  You 
will also save the church the 59cost of address corrections. 



 

 

$66,993.70

RECEIPTS

Memory of Perry Emmons $110.00

Memory of Lisa Folkerts $20.00

Memory of Dorothy Thompson $320.00

Interest $0.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS $450.00

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS

$0.00

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS $0.00

SAVINGS BALANCE $67,443.70

CHECKING BALANCE $111.44

RECEIPTS

$0.00

 Interest $0.01

TOTAL RECEIPTS $0.01

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS

$0.00

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS $0.00

CHECKING BALANCE $111.45

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT

Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 1/25/24 $101,677.21

American State Bank; 2.7%; maturity 3/3/21 $100,000.00

American State Bank; 2.14%; maturity 10/3/19 $50,000.00

TOTAL CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT $251,677.21

TOTAL CAPITAL FUNDS $319,232.36

PAYABLES

Transfers from General Funds (end of year) $47,000.00

       Transfers to General Fund 2019 $0.00

TOTAL PAYABLES $47,000.00

DESIGNATED FUNDS

Elevator Funds for maintenance $6,853.08

TOTAL DESIGNATED FUNDS $6,853.08

$265,379.28

St. John Policy #5: The Capital Funds Account shall maintain a minimum balance amounting to 5% of the annual

congregational budget.  Any transfer of money from the Capital Fund to the General Fund shall have Council approval.

January 31, 2019

January 31, 2019

TOTAL AVAILABLE CAPITAL FUNDS January 31, 2019

5% of 2019 budget $19,255.90

January 1, 2019

Capital Fund Statement
Mary Johnson, Treasurer

SAVINGS BALANCE January 1, 2019

January 31, 2019

 

 

 
ST. JOHN GENERAL FUND – January 2019 

Harley Shafer, Treasurer 
 
 

 Cash Balance on Hand 1/1/19                                 $ 5,006.96 
 
  Total Receipts for January + 26,025.22 

  Less Expenses for January                     -  32,154.23 

  Cash Balance on Hand 1/31/19 $     (1,122.05) 

 
 
 

EXPENSES THIS MONTH YEAR TO DATE ANNUAL 
  PAID PAID BUDGET 
 
Our World Mission $   1,845.00   $1,845.00  $ 21,700.00 
 
Pastoral Ministry & Staff 19,730.16 19,730.16 282,743.00 

 
Worship & Service 2,799.26 2,799.26 31,075.00 
 
Our Church Home 7,779.81 7,779.81 49,600.00 
  __________ __________ __________ 
 
Total Expenditures $  32,154.23 $32,154.23 $385,118.00 

 
 
 

 
 

Special Funds – January 2019 
Joanne Pesicka, Treasurer 

 
 

AngelFoods $1,271.20 Food To You $ 1,603.39 

 

Barnabas $782.64 Library $ 747.99 
 

Banquet $3,766.75 Outreach Bd. Activities $ 1,022.00 
 

Choir Fund $ 3,155.21 Prayer Shawl Ministry $1,206.87 
 
 

 
 


