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CHRISTMAS CANTATA  
& WORSHIP 

 

ONE SERVICE OF WORSHIP / ONE PEOPLE 

TOGETHER AT ST. JOHN! 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2018 
9:30 A.M. ONLY 


 

MID-WEEK ADVENT WORSHIP  
COMPLINE / PRAYER AT THE CLOSE OF THE DAY 

WEDNESDAYS + DECEMBER 5, 12 & 19 
SUPPER, STARTING at 5:30 p.m. 

Thanks to Belva Kurtz & our High School Youth 
WORSHIP, STARTING at 6:30 p.m. 

Thanks to St. John 6th, 7th, & 8th Graders for Leadership! 
Preaching December 5, 12 & 19:  Dennis Hansen, Paul Matchan 

 

Sunday School Christmas 

Program/Concert 

Announcements 
 

December  8 @ 10: 00am – Practice/Dress Rehearsal for 

the Christmas Program/Concert 
 

December  9 @ *9:30am – Christmas Program/Concert    

*There will only be one service December 9 at 9:30am. 
 

“Picture Perfect Nativity” Advent Fair following worship. 
 

CHRISTMAS AT ROSEBUD 
      St. John is collecting toys and warm winter wear 
(NEW) for children on the Rosebud Indian Reservation for 

Christmas.  To participate, select a bulb from the 
Christmas tree in the Fellowship Hall.  Purchase a gift 

that’s age and gender appropriate, and leave it 
(unwrapped) under the Christmas tree.  Gifts will be 

received under the tree through Wednesday, December 5.  
Cookies and treats are also being collected for a little 

Christmas party at Rosebud the day of the distribution, 
Saturday, December 8.  Please leave baking in the St. 

John Kitchen by Friday, December 7.  Want to help make 
the trip to Mission and help with the distribution of toys?  

Please talk to Pastor Paul. 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE & 
CHRISTMAS DAY AT ST. JOHN 

Monday, December 24 
  4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 
  6:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 

 

Tuesday, December 25 
10:00 a.m. Christmas Day Worship  

& Holy Communion 



 

       Families   384 
  Baptized Membership          688 

 Confirmed Membership       567 
 

          (Statistics as of 11/21/18) 

 

 

 
WEDDING 

 Jesse McGraw & Sammi Johnson, November 10, 2018 

  

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM – October 28, 2018 

 Aubrie Anne Castle 

 Avery Benson Groves 

 Mason Howard Scott 

 

CHANGES FOR YOUR DIRECTORY: 

 Larry Hargens, 4913 E 41st St Apt 204, 57110-7624 
 

 

 

Other Gifts: $50-Banquet; $40-Luther League (for 

2019 MS Trip); $3,337-Mission Globe (for Seminary 

Student, Corey Scott); $436-Mission Globe (for Rosebud 

Christmas); $20-Rosebud Ministry; $30-St. Dysmas;   
 

 
St. John will be collecting canned goods 

through the month of December for the 

Food Pantry.  You can drop off your 

items in the box in front of the office 

door.  No glass please.  Thank you. 

 

 

 
The Middle School Youth will be having a 

Bake Sale prior to worship on Wednesday, 

December 19th.  This is a fund raiser for 

their summer camp trip! 
 

 

From Pastor Paul 
A quick read through the Psalter can feel like a ride on a roller 

coaster.  Some psalms, when digested, just somehow “hit the spot” – 

they  give us exactly what we need!  Others ring dissonant in the ear – 

they “rub us the wrong way.”  Why?  Because, as the writer of 

Ecclesiastes insists, “There’s a time and season for every matter under 

heaven, a time to laugh and a time to cry, a time to dance and a time 

to refrain from dancing…”  and because the sweep and breadth of 

seasons any one of us may encounter in life necessitates a much 

broader, much more nuanced vocabulary to rightly appreciate it than 

whatever vocabulary we may have at hand at any given moment.    

Thus, while one might not be so surprised to hear the 100th Psalm 

chanted from the chancel on the occasion of a wedding – “Make a 

joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!  Worship the Lord with 

gladness…” – while one might even embrace such sentiments – such 

sentiments might feel a bit awkward as a refrain at the Rite of 

Christian Burial.  Some contingencies require a more meticulous 

nomenclature.  Some seasons in life demand words altogether 

different from the ones one might employ in more ordinary times.    
 

So Christmas, arguably the “Hap, Hap, Happiest Time of the 

Year,” with all its joy and “Whobilation,” can land for some, 

especially those who are sad, like a box of bricks, an anchor about the 

neck, pulling a person down, down, down.  Those who grieve this 

time of the year, which I figure includes upwards of 90% of us, can 

feel especially alone.  Maybe especially so, in church.  It’s hard to 

sing “Joy to the World,” when you’ve just lost the one person in the 

world you’ve loved as long as you can remember.  Singing at all 

doesn’t even seem to be appropriate in such seasons.   
 

So some pastoral sense and “seasoned” advice for you as you 

seek to be of some real consolation and help to the people with whom 

you interface every day, 90% of them anyway – your friends and 

family, co-workers, and neighbors who grieve:  Observe Christmas 

before trumpeting Easter, practice incarnation before proclaiming 

resurrection.  Of the two great mysteries of the church – incarnation 

and resurrection – incarnation always comes first.  So, when engaging 

those who grieve, remembering how most of us are grieving 

something almost all the time, come in, sit down, and shut up.  Just 

be.  Just be there.  Set aside the urge to say something that will make  



(Pastor Paul continued….) 

everything right.  Even the right words at a raw time can come off 

callous, uncaring.  First, practice presence…  Emmanuel…  

Incarnation…  Pull up a chair.  Put on the coffee.  Give a hug.  Dry a 

tear.  Listen.  (We’re given two ears, one mouth, I believe, by design.)  

“Listen for the creature waiting…” said Luther.  For everything 

there’s a season, “a time to speak…  and a time to keep silence.”  
 

When I was little, when I was home sick from school, my mom, 

not teaching at the time, would routinely breeze through my room 

with juice, whatever medications my malady required, and whatever 

else she thought I might need.  Always attentive, loving to a fault, 

she’d also give me her best on the way out the door:  “It’ll be so much 

better tomorrow!  Better days are on the way!”  Words meant to 

encourage which actually landed with a thud, sick as I was, if they 

meant anything at all, except perhaps to remind me of how lousy I felt 

at the particular moment.”  (Try singing, “Joy to the World” the next 

time you feel like throwing up.)   
 

At noon my dad would roll in, home for lunch from work, who 

would, just in case I was sleeping, come into my room in silence, sit 

on the edge of my bed, tickle my arm, and, if necessary, say only, 

“It’s sure no fun being sick.”  This helped.  This was of comfort, not 

only because it expressed more precisely how it was I was actually 

feeling, but because my dad’s cognizance of the fact made me feel 

less alone.  He knew where I was at.  More, he was present, with me, 

Emmanuel.   
 

Merry Christmas?  I’m not so sure.  But GOD WITH the 90% of 

you these darkest days of the year, most certainly.   
 

 

 

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
 

DECEMBER 2, 9, 16, 23 
 

9:45 A.M. / LEE STADEM LIBRARY & CONFERENCE ROOM 

(10:45 A.M. on December 9th only) 
 

CHRISTMAS ACCORDING TO 
MATTHEW, MARK, LUKE, AND JOHN 

 

 

 
I would like to thank the Stewardship 
Committee for selecting me as the mission 
globe recipient for the month of October. I 
am so grateful and thankful to be part of 
such a caring congregation. The whole 
congregation has shown so much support 

as I continue my studies at Sioux Falls Seminary. Your thoughtful and 
loving words of encouragement bless me everyday. Thank you for all of 
the support that you have given. 
 

 I would also like to update you on my work with the South Dakota 
ELCA Synod through the Kairos Program; I have started with Faith 
United Lutheran Church, outside of Volin, SD, on November 1st. They 
have hired me as a student pastor to lead weekly worship and teach 
confirmation. These first few weeks have been great, I have been getting 
to know the members and their traditions. This has been a change for 
Sandy, the boys and me, schedules have had to be flexible. I am 
continuing to work at Furniture Mart, full time, along with this new 
opportunity.  Thank you to Pastor Paul for your guidance and for being 
such a great mentor to me throughout my life in the ministry. 
 

  Thank you and God Bless 
  Corey Scott 
 
St. John American Lutheran Church, 
 Thank you for all your prayers and support during my surgeries.  
Pastor Paul, thank you for stopping by.  It all is appreciated during my 
recovery. 
  God bless, 
  Bob Woerman 
 
 

 

 

The deadline for the monthly Newsletter is 8:00 

a.m. on the 20th of the preceding month. This month 

it will be 8:00 a.m. Thursday, December 20th.  

 
 



 
Advent Soup Suppers MENU: 

Thanks to our High School Youth and Belva Kurtz 
Serving starts at 5:30 p.m. 

December 5th:  Potato Soup, Cheese soup, Mexican Chicken Soup 
and dessert 
  
December 12th:  Potato Soup, Chili Soup, Cheeseburger Soup and 
dessert 
  
December 19th:  Potato Soup, Mac and cheese soup, Chicken Wild 
Rice Soup and dessert 
  

 

 

 

Heartland Handbells and the Singing Boys of 

Sioux Falls will present an evening of Holiday Music 
on Friday, December 7th, 7:00 

p.m. at First Congregational 

Church, 300 S. Minnesota Ave.  
Music selections include sacred 

and secular songs, from “I 
Wonder at I Wander” to “Jingle 

Bell Rock,” as well as several 
combined selections.  Freewill 

offering only. 
 

 
 

Directory Updates: Please call the church office or send an 

e-mail with any changes to your family’s contact information and 

work information.  We have many outdated e-mail addresses, 

phone numbers and places of employment.  THANK YOU!! 

 

 

   ♫   ♫        “Music Notes”    ♫   ♫    
Greetings as we head into the season of Advent!  The choirs have been 

hard at work on music for their Advent/Christmas performances.  It is 

going to be a busy month for us! First of all, I’d like to thank Dave 

Erickson for his handiwork in the choir closet.  The metal structure 

holding our robes was leaning and about to collapse, and he saved the 

day once again!  The Adult Choir will perform “On this Winter Night” at 

the Advent service on Wed., Dec. 5th.  We will be accompanied by guest 

flautist Vicki Kerkvliet.  The Adult Choir, Bell Choir, and Sunday 

School kids will all perform at a special service held Sunday, Dec. 9th @ 

9:30am. Special thanks go out to June Johnson for accompanying the 

choirs again this year on “Peace, Peace”.  That afternoon at 1:30pm the 

Adult Choir will perform Christmas carols for the memory care residents 

at Touchmark All Saints.  The Bell Choir will once again perform for “A 

Holiday Evening at the Pettigrew” on Thursday, Dec. 13th.  The event 

runs from 5-8pm and features tours of the Pettigrew Home, horse drawn 

wagon rides, and refreshments.  The Bell Choir will play from 6:30-7pm 

that evening.  The congregation is invited to join us for caroling around 

the St. John neighborhood on Wednesday, December 19th after the 

Advent service that evening.  Thanks to JoAnn Wagner for the great idea 

and for providing hot drinks back at the church after caroling.  Families 

are welcome, so please come and join us-the more the merrier!  Finally, 

the Adult Choir will perform the Michael W. Smith/Amy Grant song, 

“Almost There” for the Christmas Eve service.  Thanks to our St. John 

family and have a blessed Christmas!!!!!!!!!!! 
 

Wednesday, December 5th-Adult Choir performs at Advent service 
 

Saturday, December 8th-10am practice for Adult Choir and Sunday 

School kids 
 

Sunday, December 9th-Adult Choir, Bell Choir and Sunday School kids 

perform at 9:30am service 
 

Sunday, December 9th-Adult Choir caroling at Touchmark All Saints at 

1:30pm 
 

Thursday, December 13th-Bell Choir performs at Pettigrew Museum at 

6:30pm 
 

Wednesday, December 19th-Congregation caroling around St. John 

neighborhood after Advent service 
 

Monday, December 24th-Adult Choir performs at Christmas Eve service 

(time tbd) 



 

                   December 2018 

To date, the Executive Board of St. John’s 

Women of the ELCA does not have a 

Coordinator (President) or Associate 

Coordinator (Vice President) for 2019.  

Therefore, below is what the WELCA article for the newsletter will look 

like in 2019 if these positions are not filled: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayerfully consider saying ‘yes’ to fill one of these open positions 

on the Board. Thank you. 
  Paula Koller 

 2018 St. John WELCA Coordinator 

 

 

LWR (Lutheran World Relief) 
     Last month we shipped 27 quilts and 8 Layettes to LWR. 

Our goal was 50 School Kits and we have reached it!  

 November and December we will be collecting items for 

Baby Care Kits. Items needed to complete kits are the 

following: 

 2 light weight cotton t-shirts 

 2 long or short-sleeved gowns or sleepers (without feet) 

 4 cloth diapers, flat fold preferred 

 1 jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with a hood, or include e 

a baby cap 

 1 hand towel, dark color recommended 

 It costs LWR about $2.25 to ship each Kit overseas, so you 

may make a monetary donation for shipping costs if you are 

not a shopper.  

(LWR continuted…..)  

     You can still furnish items for any of the other kits at any 

time. Any items you have to donate may be left in the office or 

placed in the box by the office door.  Again we want to 

sincerely THANK YOU for your continued support in our work for 

LWR. God bless you! 
   Barb Buchanan and Ann Mortenson 

 Co-Chairs of Mission Action Service Group 

 

       WELCA has greeting cards for sale in the church office. There 

are Birthday, Sympathy, Thinking of you, Encouragement, Get 

Well, etc. at $6.00 for a box of twelve. There are also pretty table 

napkins for $3.50 per package.  

 

 

 
 

New Year’s Eve 

Potluck & Movie 
Monday, December 31, 2018 

5:00 Potluck 

6:00 Movie  - “The Twelve Trees of Christmas” 

Come join in the food, fellowship & fun! 

 

 

 

 

Older & Wiser Lutherans 

The Owls (Retirees) usually meet the second Monday of each 

month at 10:00 a.m.  Be sure to join the group … even if you are 

not a regular attendee.  Come for coffee & fellowship.  This month 

they are meeting on Monday, December 10, at Fryn’ Pan (12th St. 

& Western Ave.).  All are welcome! 

 



VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
That time of year is quickly 
approaching!   You know 

what we mean….SNOW!    
St. John is in need of 

volunteers to remove snow 
from the sidewalks and 

entryways.  If several 
people volunteer to help 

with this job, the Properties Board can make up a 
schedule so the same person doesn’t have to be here 

every time it snows.  Please contact Kerry Okrina at 

231-3048.  The church has a snow blower for you to 
use.  Thank you for your prayerful consideration. 

 

 

 

 

Hoodies & Footies 
Please provide a Christmas gift for a guest of The 

Banquet.  This year The Banquet guests will receive one 
warm hooded sweatshirt and a pair of warm socks.   
 

 Please consider purchasing a sweatshirt and socks 
for a guest  
 

 Purchase your size 
 

 Sweatshirts and socks to be delivered directly to 
The Banquet  
 

Deadline is Monday, Dec. 17. 
Thank you for your generosity! 

 

 

 

 

NAMI Family Support 
Group is a peer-led support 
group for family members, 

caregivers and loved ones of individuals living with mental illness.  
  

Gain insight from the challenges and successes of others facing similar 
circumstances. NAMI’s Support Groups are unique because they follow 
a structured model, ensuring everyone has an opportunity to be heard 
and to get what they need.  

 Free of cost to participants 

 Designed for adult loved ones (18+) of individuals living with 
mental illness 

 Led by family members of individuals living with mental illness  
 Meets the first Sunday of the month in the library 6-7:30 PM  
 No specific medical therapy or medication is endorsed or 

recommended 
 Confidential  

  

For more information about the NAMI Family Support Group at St. John, 
contact Kari Clark at klwin@sio.midco.net or 605-351-4785.  We meet at 
St. John the first and third Sunday of each month at 6:00 PM in the 
church library. 
 

Meals-On-Wheels 
St. John is responsible for Meals-on-Wheels 
drivers and helpers for Tuesdays.  If you are 
interested in helping out with this important 
community activity, please use the sign-up 
sheets at the Welcome Center (east entry of 
church).  The meals are picked up at the Center 
for Active Generations.  Thank you! 

 

Remember – you can sign up for just one Tuesday if you 
wish.  Any and all help is needed and appreciated! 

 
PLEASE NOTE 

 Church office hours are normally 8-12 and 1-5 Monday through 

Friday. It is church policy to have the entrance doors locked during 

business hours if there is only one staff person in the building.  If a staff 

vehicle is in the parking lot, someone is available to let you in.  If you 

need into the church after hours for meetings, etc., please check with the 

office to check out an entrance key.  All rooms are locked, so if you need 

to get in to a room for your meeting, you will also need a key for that 

room.  

mailto:klwin@sio.midco.net


From the Library  
www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch 

 Merry Christmas from all of us at the library! I hope you 

get a chance to do some reading over the holidays. I always like to 

read a Christmas book or two to get me in the holiday spirit. This 

year I started in November. I am reading a book called Home for 

Christmas. It is a collection of short stories that each takes place 

around Christmas.  There is a theme that connects all four stories 

together. It deals with orphan siblings who are separated when they 

are young. 

 To find Christmas books in St John’s library, check the 

spine. That is the edge of the book you see when the book is on the 

shelf. Look for the special one inch sticker that says Christmas and 

has a picture of a Christmas tree. It is usually right above the three 

letter Author label. We have approximately 50 books that are 

designated with Christmas stickers. I will put a few on display 

during the holiday season. 

 You may also notice stickers for Easter, Thanksgiving, and 

Halloween. Of course you can read any of these books at any time 

of the year. Sometimes it is fun to read a Christmas book in July. 

Many children’s books and DVDs also designate holiday themes. 

Dean Noble gives St. John a gift subscription to a magazine 

called Angels on Earth. Thank you for that again this year, Dean!  I 

will put them on the shelf with a sheet for check out. These are 

from the writers of Guideposts, that many of you are familiar with. 

They contain short articles with themes of God working to help 

people. Please take advantage of this wonderful gift and check 

them out. 

Many blessings for a happy season of love and life 

celebrating our Savior’s birth! Remember, He is the reason for the 

season. 

 Don’t forget to stop by the library and CHECK IT OUT! 

   Linda the Librarian (Linda Weber) 

 

St. John Prayer Ministry & Prayer Box – Pastor 

Paul and prayer ministers would like to pray for 

you.  Prayer requests are received in a 

secure prayer box in the back of the St. John 

sanctuary and are kept in strictest confidence 

before, during, and after prayers are said on your 

behalf.  It is of utmost importance to the St. John 

congregation that all our members and friends are 

prayed for on a routine basis.  Please help your pastor and prayer 

ministers to be faithful and effective in this undertaking by sharing 

with us whatever you may have in your heart to share.   

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR  

SPECIAL OLYMPIAN!!! 
 

Unified Bowling Area Tournament on Oct. 27 in Mitchell 

Tammy Nielsen and Barb Mitchell placed 2nd place in 

doubles.  
 

State Tournament on Nov. 17-18 in Sioux Falls, Tammy 

Nielsen and Barb Mitchell placed 4th in doubles and 3rd 

with the team. 

 

 

Project CAR Drivers Needed  
 

You Are The Key! 
Volunteers are the key to independence  

                                   and quality of life for seniors. 
 

Project CAR (Call A Ride) offers transportation to Sunday church 

services, and other church functions, and medical appointments for 

adult members of ten different churches.  This transportation is a 

crucial element in their ability to remain connected to their church 

and community.  Project CAR provides vehicles, gas, etc.  Please call 

the Project CAR office (332-2777) and visit with Kate or Wanda for 

more information.  Men, women, retired, working, young, young at 

heart … We Need You! 

 

http://www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch


WORSHIP AT  

ST. DYSMAS 
Thursday, December 20th 
We would like to take 20     

     worshippers from St. John that 
evening. Please sign-up at the 

Welcome Center.  Forms to be returned to the office by 
December 6th! 

 

 

GIFT CARDS MAKE A GREAT 

CHRISTMAS GIFT! 
 
 Gift Cards for a number of local businesses/restaurants are 
available for purchase on Sunday mornings at the Welcome Center in 
the east entryway of the church.  (Cards are also available weekdays 
in the church office.)  Gift Cards may be purchased in varying 
denominations allowing you to purchase merchandise at their 
respective businesses up to the face value of each card.  In most 
instances, Gift Cards purchased at St. John result in a 5% profit from 
participating businesses to our St. John Youth to help with summer 
camps and servant events. 
 

THANK YOU FOR PURCHASING GIFT CARDS AT ST. JOHN. 

 
 

 

Please call the church office (336-3253) 

and give Joanne your winter address so 

that you can continue to receive your 

monthly Newsletter.  Just let her know 

when you are leaving and when you will 

return.  Thank you! 
 
 

Youth News 
MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS: 
  

Since we will be having worship and soup suppers on 

Wednesday nights, we will postpone our Wednesday night 

gathering till January. 
  

If you would like to hang out in the middle school youth room on 

Sunday, December 2nd, we will be finishing our tie blankets. Please 

let me know if you can help. 
  

Sunday, Dec 16 we will have a holiday gathering with fun games. 

Please bring a wrapped gift from home or something under $5. 

Please let me know if you can attend. 
  

Fundraiser: This month we will be selling Butter Braids. Please let 

me know if you are able to sell and is important for your individual 

camp accounts for your camp deposit. 
  

Bake Sale: We will be having an Advent Bake Sale Dec. 

19…please let me know of you are able to bake a few treats for 

this sale. We will also have a baking day on Dec. 16 at 3pm 
  

Coffee Hour We will be hosting coffee hour in between services. 

Setup begins at 9am! Please let me know if you can help and 

provide goodies.  
  

December -  Servant Project – This month we will be caroling with 

other St. John members around our neighborhood. Please keep an 

eye out for the date of this event in your church newsletter.  
  

Ryan McCormick | Youth & Family Assistant Ministry Director 
p. 605.201.7870 Call | Text    e. ryan.youthdirector@gmail.com 

 
HIGH SCHOOL NEWS: 
  

Sunday, December 2
nd

: Coffee Hour – 9:00 a.m. to help set things 

up.  Bakers needed to provide muffins, coffee cake, breads or 

whatever you want to bring.  

  

Wednesday, December 5
th

:  Advent Supper – looking for three 

youth to help us in the kitchen to serve the meal at 5:00 p.m.   

mailto:ryan.youthdirector@gmail.com


(High School News continued…..) 

Will be serving soup and dessert.  Let me know if you bring a 

dessert. 

  

Sunday, December 9
th

:  Youth Group at 9:45 a.m. in youth room. 

  

Monday, December 10
th

:  Lunch Is Served – 5:30 p.m. to 6: 45 

p.m.  Ten volunteers needed to make sandwiches, fill bags. 
Location:  405 S. Mable.  Making sandwiches for Labor Ready, and 

the Banquet. 

  

Wednesday, December 12
th

:  Advent Supper – looking for three 

youth to help us in the kitchen to serve the meal at 5:00 p.m.  

Serving soup and dessert. Let me know if you bring a dessert. 

  

Saturday, December 15
th

:  Mittens and Shoes – 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 

p.m.  3400 S. Norton Ave.  Looking for 5 volunteers to help 

children with mittens and shoes. 

  

Sunday, December 16
th

:  Christmas Brunch – serving 

Breakfast sandwich and fruit.  9:00 a.m. to help set things up.   

  

Sunday, December 16
th

:  Will be starting our fundraiser for 

Puffins, Butterbraids and Hot Stuff Pizza. 

  

Wednesday, December 19
st

:  Advent Supper – looking for three 

youth to help us in the kitchen to serve the meal at 5:00 p.m.  

Serving soup and dessert.  Let me know if you bring a dessert. 

  

Sunday, December 23
rd

:  No Youth Group – Christmas Break. 

Saturday, December 24
th

:  Christmas Eve – 3:30 p.m.  In need of 

5 youth to Usher.  Let me know if you can usher.  This is great for 

our seniors. 

  

REMINDER THAT IF YOU ARE PLANNING ON GOING TO 

WASHINGTON D.C. PLEASE RETURN YOUR FORM AND THE 1
ST

 

DEPOSIT. 

Wishing you a Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year 
  

Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is 

Christ the Lord.  Luke 2:11 

  
 

Belva Kurtz | Youth & Family Ministry Director 
p. 605.214-7539 Call | Text    e. bkurtz@vastbb.net 

Thrivent Choice 
 

 The Thrivent Choice® program is a charitable grant 

program that allows members to recommend where 

Thrivent Financial distributes a portion of its charitable 

grant funds each year. It is a joint program of Thrivent and 

its member chapters. 
 

 Choice Dollars® – Eligible benefit members can help 

direct Thrivent Choice Dollars to thousands of nonprofit 

organizations, including congregations, two of which are 

St. John American Lutheran and Project CAR.  (St. John is 

one of the sponsoring congregations of Project CAR.)  If 

your Choice Dollars are not designated, they will be 

distributed as Thrivent chooses. 
 

 When the time comes for you to make your Thrivent 

designations, please consider St. John and Project CAR.  

Those funds will be directly deposited in St. John and 

Project CAR bank accounts.  Thank you. 
 

 Annual Reports 
 

 All written reports for the Annual Report are due into 

the church office by December 14th.  All financial 

reports need to be ready for the auditing committee by 

January 5th, if possible. Please e-mail your report to: 

stjohnlutheran1912@msn.com 

 

 

Finance Books Close on December 31st: 
 

In order to be included on your 2018 giving, 

your gifts must be received by noon on 

December 31st.  Thank you. 
 

We do have a way to accept stock for 

donations to apply to whichever fund you 

would like to contribute. There may be tax advantages for stock 

donations. Contact Mary Johnson if you would like to make a 

stock transfer to St. John American Lutheran Church. Thank you. 

mailto:bkurtz@vastbb.net
mailto:stjohnlutheran1912@msn.com


Prison Christmas Sack Info 2018 
The needs for 2018 are as follows: 

 
1.  Homemade Fudge - The recipe and wrapping instructions must be followed 

exactly, otherwise the fudge will not be allowed in the prison!  Please mark the 
number of pieces of fudge on the outside of your container.   
 
2. Money – Donations for purchasing peanuts, hard candy, candy canes and 

sacks are always highly appreciated and can be sent to: 
 

CHRISTMAS SACKS 
St. Dysmas  

1300 E. 10th St  
Sioux Falls, SD 57103 

 

Cards and fudge can be delivered to any of the following 
locations: 

 

Monday, December 17 through Friday, December 21, 2018    9:00AM – 4:00PM 
Eastside Lutheran Church           

1300 E 10th Street           
Sioux Falls SD        605 338 1735 

Preferably North Door Entrance But All Entrances Should Be Open 

 

Monday, December 17 through Friday, December 21, 2018    9:00AM – 4:00PM 
St Michael Catholic Church 

1600 S Marion Road          
Sioux Falls SD        605 361 1600 

Main Entrance A 

 

Monday, December 17 through Friday, December 21, 2018    8:00AM – 4:30PM  
    Christ the King Lutheran Church  

305 W 25th  
Yankton SD  605 665 8848 

 

Monday, December 17 through Thursday, December 20, 2018   9:00AM – 
5:00PM 

St. Benedict Parish  
1500 St Benedict Drive 

Yankton SD           605 664 6214 

 
 

Thank you in advance to all who help with this project. For many of the 
inmates this is the only gift they receive during the holidays and they are 

extremely grateful to the many people who work to provide them! 
 
 

FUDGE RECIPE 
SD Penitentiary Inmates 

Christmas Sack Program 
 

NOTE: This recipe must be followed exactly.  Any 

variations will not be allowed inside the prison. 
 

1½ sticks butter or margarine 

½ lb. Velveeta cheese 

2 lbs. powdered sugar 

½ cup unsweetened dry cocoa 

1 tbsp. vanilla 

½ cup chopped walnuts 

½ cup semi-sweet chocolate chips 

 In a large saucepan, melt cheese, chocolate chips, and 

butter together.  Stir together until smooth.  Remove 

from heat and add vanilla and nuts.   

 

 In a large bowl, stir together sugar and cocoa.  Add 

melted cheese mixture.  Mix well.  The candy may be 

very stiff and mixing with gloved hands may be 

necessary. 

 

 Press the candy evenly in a 9 x 13 inch pan coated 

lightly with nonstick spray. 

 

 Cool and cut into 24 pieces.  Wrap each piece in 

plastic wrap. 

(No plastic bags – not allowed in the prison.) 



ST. JOHN GENERAL FUND – October 2018 
Karen Scarborough, Treasurer 

 
 

 Cash Balance on Hand 10/1/18                                 $ 4,062.72 
 
  Total Receipts for October + 23,374.42 

  From Capital Fund Payable +   5,000.00 

  Less Expenses for October                     -  28,392.43 

  Cash Balance on Hand 10/31/18 $     4,044.71 

 
 

 
EXPENSES THIS MONTH YEAR TO DATE ANNUAL 
  PAID PAID BUDGET 
 
Our World Mission $   1,760.00   $17,680.00  $ 21,200.00 
 
Pastoral Ministry & Staff 21,708.83 212,232.65 272,715.00 
 
Worship & Service 1,614.56 22,364.97 36,450.00 
 
Our Church Home 3,309.04 37,236.93 49,625.00 
  __________ __________ __________ 

 
Total Expenditures $  28,392.43 $289,514.55 $379,990.00 

 
 
 
 
 

Special Funds – October 2018 
Joanne Pesicka, Treasurer 

 
Adult Educ. $19.68 Education Designated $  4,175.17 
 

Angel Foods $ 1,146.20 Food To You $ 1,503.39 

 

Banquet $ 2,934.75 Library $ 727.99 
 

Barnabas $ 700.15 Organ/Piano/Keyboard $ 4,012.42 
 

Choir Fund $ 3,155.21 Rosebud Ministry $2,636.56 
 
 

 

 

$48,441.86

RECEIPTS

$0.00

Interest $0.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS $0.00

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS

Transfer to General Fund (payables) $5,000.00

$0.00

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS $5,000.00

SAVINGS BALANCE $43,441.86

CHECKING BALANCE $111.41

RECEIPTS

$0.00

 Interest $0.01

TOTAL RECEIPTS $0.01

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS

$0.00

$0.00

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS $0.00

CHECKING BALANCE $111.42

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT

Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 1/25/24 $101,108.89

American State Bank; 2.7%; maturity 3/3/21 $100,000.00

American State Bank; 2.14%; maturity 10/3/19 $50,000.00

TOTAL CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT $251,108.89

TOTAL CAPITAL FUNDS $294,662.17

PAYABLES

Transfer from General Funds (end of year) $38,000.00

       Transfer to General Fund -$13,000.00

TOTAL PAYABLES $25,000.00

DESIGNATED FUNDS

Elevator Funds for maintenance $6,853.08

TOTAL DESIGNATED FUNDS $6,853.08

$262,809.09

October 1, 2018

Capital Fund Statement
Mary Johnson, Treasurer

SAVINGS BALANCE October 1, 2018

October 31, 2018

St. John Policy #5: The Capital Funds Account shall maintain a minimum balance amounting to 5% of the annual

congregational budget.  Any transfer of money from the Capital Fund to the General Fund shall have Council approval.

October 31, 2018

October 31, 2018

TOTAL AVAILABLE CAPITAL FUNDS October 31, 2018

5% of 2018 budget $18,999.50

 
 


