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BLESSING OF THE PETS
On St. John’s West Lawn

The Commemoration of St. Francis
Wednesday, October 3 at 5:30 PM
Dogs, cats, goats, hamsters, parakeets goldfish, cows, horses… the whole
clicking, chirping, hopping, slithering creation…
ALL GOD’S CRITTERS WELCOME!

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT BIBLE STUDY
Are we living in the end of time?
Reading the book of Revelation aka
The Apocalypse of John
Sundays mornings
October 7, 14, 21
MEET IN WEST END OF FELLOWSHIP HALL, 9:45 A.M.
(Please read the Book of Revelation, chapters 1-3, for October 7)

♫ ♫ ♫

“Music Notes”

♫ ♫ ♫

Greetings! Well, the choirs are back in the “groove” again, pranks
and all. As I opened my devotional book Wednesday evening to
start choir, I was surprised to find fake spiders in it! There’s never
a dull moment!!!!!! I’d like to thank those of you who have joined
the Bell and Adult choirs this year. We’d still love to have one
more person in the Bell Choir, so if you’re interested, please let me
know. We’re excited for our first performances of the year. On
Sunday, October 7th, the Adult Choir will be performing the
spiritual “Lord, Lord”. On Sunday, October 14th the Bell Choir will
be performing “Chatter with the Angels” using mallets. Thank you
to Sandy Scott for purchasing our new wall hanging for the choir
room, and thanks to Dave Ericksen for hanging it. It looks
beautiful! Thanks be to God for this beautiful season, and for time
spent reconnecting with old and new friends as we make music to
praise Him.
Sarah Jorgensen, Director of Choirs

JOB OPENING: WEDDING COORDINATOR
St. John American Lutheran Church is looking for the
right person to be our Wedding Coordinator.
Barb Peterson is planning to retire from this position
at the end of 2018.
Please contact Barb at 334-3870 for details.

Rite of Confirmation/Affirmation of Baptism
Reformation Sunday, October 28, 11:00 a.m.
Having been instructed in the Christian faith, the following desire
to make public affirmation of their Baptism and assume greater
responsibility in the life of our Christian community
and its mission in the world.

Aubrie Castle, Avery Grove, Mason Scott

CONGRATULATIONS & GOD BLESS!

Project CAR is sponsoring its 15th annual
Soup, Sandwich, and Sweets Day
Thursday, October 25, 2018, at First Lutheran Church
327 S. Dakota Avenue. The menu will feature
three homemade soups, pork loin sandwiches, and
homemade desserts. Serving is from
11:00 am – 1:30 pm and 4:30 pm – 7:00 pm.
Take out is available. Call 332-2777.

FROM PASTOR PAUL
A favorite story features a young woman walking along a
shore, tossing beached starfish back into the ocean. An elderly
gentleman comes along and asks her what she’s up to. The
woman that the marooned starfish, without water, will die, so she’s
throwing them back into the sea to save them.
“Seriously” said the elder, incredulous. “Can’t you see there
are thousands of starfish on this beach! You can’t possibly save
them all? What difference does it make?” Picking up a single
starfish from the shore and returning it to the sea, the gentleman’s
younger shrugged in response, “What difference, you ask? Makes
a big difference to that one.”
One. Jesus seems to like the number. He escaped the crowds,
ran to the outcast at the edges. His best lesson lifted up a solitary
son and the father who watched for him day and night, who
wanted nothing more than to have him home. One lost sheep.
One widow woman with one copper coin in the Temple. One lost
coin. We’re trained by the world to believe that one is next to
nothing. It counts for little. Very little. Jesus zeros in on its
meaning. The simple things we do one-person, one-day, one-taskat-a-time may be the most important work we do all week long,
maybe our whole life long. The kingdom of God breaking out on
earth doesn’t often make a great splash; more often than not it
disrupts the sea about as much as a single starfish cast into the
deep. If you weren’t looking, you wouldn’t notice.
Halloween night, our congregation will prepare and serve a
supper to a handful of hungry neighbors the most of us likely walk
past every day and never notice. Does it matter if we help? (Did
it matter that we didn’t last week?) For one night, a few weeks
from now, one-person-at-a-time, it will matter to the relative few
we’ll serve at a place Sioux Falls comes to know as The Banquet.
The “Banquet,” the Wedding Feast that Has No End” – these are
expressions used by writers of the New Testament to describe the
Kingdom of God, which breaks into our broken old world as a
single mustard seed and makes everything new. For one moment,
for one and one-half hours on a Tuesday evening, you and I can
count for something marvelous. Who knows what hope may rise
because of a simple bowl of chili, a warm and sincerely greeting, a
cup of cold milk? No big deal, in the scheme of things. But are
these not the things that make US rich? Are these not the things
that matter the most?
Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is like a mustard seed.” One
moment. A single act of selflessness when no one is looking, no
reward necessary. One is how the church works. One is how the
kingdom comes. One is doable for all of us.

Thanks everyone for your
assistance in preparing for this
year’s Harvest Festival. Since it
has not yet taken place at the
time of this writing, attendance
numbers and funds raised for
world hunger, will be reported
later. The ‘wrap-up’ meeting of
Committee Chairpersons will be held on Monday, October 8 at
7:00pm. Please bring notebooks to turn in.
Officers are needed on the Executive Board to plan and
promote the programs, events, and activities of St. John’s Women
of the ELCA. We are still in need of a Coordinator and an
Associate Coordinator for 2019. Please consider serving on the
Board. We also need to encourage more attendance at our Bible
Studies; and, to engage more women in the mission growth,
mission community, and mission action programs at St. John. To
borrow a phrase from Pastor Paul: IT COUNTS.
‘Repentance is the theme of the Fall Bible Study series. In
October we will explore how repentance shapes our relationships
with others. Jesus’ call to repentance is a call to turn back to the
ways of God’s reign on earth: justice, peace and mercy for the
neighbor and the community. What does repentance look like in
our relationships?
The next Executive Board meeting is scheduled for Monday,
October 29 at 5:00 p.m. in the church library.
Paula Koller, St. John WELCA Coordinator

WELCA Bible Study Opportunities
Thursday, October 18 at 10:00 AM
Sunday, October 21 at 9:45 AM
(We will meet in the church Library)

The deadline for the monthly Newsletter is 8:00
a.m. on the 20th of the preceding month. This month
it will be 8:00 a.m. Saturday, October 20th.

LWR (Lutheran World Relief)
Last month we shipped 27 quilts, 9 School Kits, 8 Layettes
and 6 Health Kits to LWR. Our goal was 50 School Kits, we have
reached 49! We have all items for several more except for 70
count notebooks. It takes 4 for each kit so if you have
purchased some and have not gotten them to church you may
bring them at any time.
October, November and December we will be collecting
items for Baby Care Kits. Items needed to complete kits are the
following:
 2 light weight cotton t-shirts
 2 long or short-sleeved gowns or sleepers (without feet)
 2 receiving blankets, medium weight cotton or flannel,
or crocheted or knitted with lightweight yarn, between
36” and 52” square
 4 cloth diapers, flat fold preferred
 1 jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with a hood, or include e
a baby cap
 2 pairs of socks
 1 hand towel, dark color recommended
 2 or 3 bath sized bars of gentle soap equaling 8 or 9oz.,
any brand, in original wrapping
 2 diaper pins or large safety pins
It costs LWR about $2.25 to ship each Kit overseas, so you
may make a monetary donation for shipping costs if you are
not a shopper.
You can still furnish items for any of the other kits at any
time. Any items you have to donate may be left in the office or
placed in the box by the office door. Again we want to
sincerely THANK YOU for your continued support in our work for
LWR. God bless you!
Barb Buchanan and Ann Mortenson
Co-Chairs of Mission Action Service Group

-

All men welcome!

* Men’s Saturday Morning Bible Study is held the 3rd
Saturday of each month at 8:00 a.m. at the Fryn’ Pan at 12th
St. and Western Ave. This is a great time of fellowship for men
of all ages!

St. John American Lutheran Church
Council Highlights September 2018



Harvest Festival is September 29, 2018. Please sign up to help
as you can.
Please consider serving on the Church Council or as a Board
Chair. Will need Secretary and Treasurer on the Council and the
Education, Stewardship and Visitation Boards will need chairs.

DID YOU KNOW???
You can access the church directory online? Just use the link,
Code and User name below:
https://mobiledirectory.lifetouch.com/372716/st-john-americanlutheran-church
Access code: 01912 Username: StJohn1912

WELCA has greeting cards for sale in the church office.
There are Birthday, Sympathy, Thinking of you, Encouragement,
Get Well, etc. at $6.00 for a box of twelve.
There are also pretty table napkins for $3.50 per package.

St. John Serves The Banquet on
Wednesday, October 31st. The
Banquet is located downtown at the
intersection of East 8th Street and
Indiana Ave. St. John must supply 4 to
6 volunteers at 4:30 PM to set up, and
a total of 20 volunteers at 5:15 to
serve. Please sign up to help at the
Welcome Center. Come, greet our
Banquet guests and share in the
serving. Please remember, no flip
flops, sandals or open shoes allowed.

Older & Wiser Lutherans
The Owls (Retirees) meet the second Monday of each month at
10:00 a.m. Be sure to join the group … even if you are not a
regular attendee. Come for coffee & fellowship.
This month they meet on Monday, October 8th at the 12th Street
Fryn’ Pan. All are welcome!

Save the Date
WORSHIP AT
ST. DYSMAS
Thursday, December 20th
We would like to take 20
worshippers from St. John that evening.

.
Please call the church office (336-3253)
and give Joanne your winter address so
that you can continue to receive your
monthly Newsletter. Just let her know
when you are leaving and when you will
return. Thank you!

October Mission Globe
Our October Mission Globe recipient is St. John
Seminary Student, Corey Scott. You are
welcome to make a contribution, above and
beyond your regular giving, in the globe at the
back of the sanctuary. Make checks payable to

Potluck & Movie
Saturday, October 13, 2018
5:00 Potluck
6:00 Movie - “Underdog”
Come join in the food,
fellowship & fun!

 Third class mail cannot be forwarded. If you change your
address, let us know so you receive your next Newsletter. You
will also save the church the 59cost of address corrections.

St. John Special Funds. All funds received will be sent to the
Seminary to help cover cost of tuition.

St. John Prayer Ministry & Prayer Box – Pastor
Paul and prayer ministers would like to pray for
you. Prayer requests are received in a
secure prayer box in the back of the St. John
sanctuary and are kept in strictest confidence
before, during, and after prayers are said on your
behalf. It is of utmost importance to the St. John
congregation that all our members and friends are
prayed for on a routine basis. Please help your pastor and prayer
ministers to be faithful and effective in this undertaking by sharing
with us whatever you may have in your heart to share.

Support Our Youth!


Gift Cards for a number of local businesses/restaurants are available
for purchase on Sunday mornings at the Welcome Center in the east
entryway of the church. (Cards are also available weekdays in the
church office.) Gift Cards may be purchased in varying
denominations allowing you to purchase merchandise at their
respective businesses up to the face value of each card. In most
instances, Gift Cards purchased at St. John result in a 5% profit from
participating businesses to our St. John Youth to help with summer
camps and servant events.
THANK YOU FOR PURCHASING GIFT CARDS AT ST. JOHN.

Brandon Pizza Ranch on Monday, October 1st
from 5-8 pm. St. John Middle School Youth.
Monday, October 15th, from 5-8 pm. St. John High
School Youth. Let the youth of St. John pick up
your dirty dishes and help them raise funds for
summer camps. Thank you.

NAMI Family Support Group is
a peer-led support group for
family members, caregivers and
loved ones of individuals living with mental illness.
Gain insight from the challenges and successes of others facing similar
circumstances. NAMI’s Support Groups are unique because they follow
a structured model, ensuring everyone has an opportunity to be heard
and to get what they need.
 Free of cost to participants
 Designed for adult loved ones (18+) of individuals living with
mental illness
 Led by family members of individuals living with mental illness
 Meets the first Sunday of the month in the library 6-7:30 PM
 No specific medical therapy or medication is endorsed or
recommended
 Confidential
For more information about the NAMI Family Support Group at St. John,
contact Kari Clark at klwin@sio.midco.net or 605-351-4785. We meet at
St. John the first and third Sunday of each month at 6:00 PM in the
church library.

Project CAR Drivers Needed
You Are The Key!

The Middle School Youth will be collecting fleece material to
create blankets for those in need as the temperatures begin to
change. 2-3 yds. in size for each piece makes a nice-sized throw!

Christmas Wreaths are now available to order,
please sign up at the script card table if you are
interested, or ask a high school youth.

Volunteers are the key to independence
and quality of life for seniors.
Project CAR (Call A Ride) offers transportation to Sunday church
services, and other church functions, and medical appointments for
the elderly members of six different churches. This transportation is a
crucial element in their ability to remain connected to their church
and community. Project CAR provides vehicles, gas, etc. Please call
the Project CAR office (332-2777) and visit with Kate or Wanda for
more information. Men, women, retired, working, young, young at
heart … We Need You!

TIME FOR MEDICARE PART D REVIEW
It’s time for your Medicare Part D review. Every fall,
Medicare prescription drug (Part D) plans announce changes to
their premium, co-payments, pharmacy network and the drugs
they cover. You need to check to be sure you are covered well
for the 2019 plan year. Many Medicare beneficiaries find they
can save money by choosing a different plan. During the Open
Enrollment Period, October 15 through December 7, you can
change your Part DF plan for 2019 or enroll in Medicare Part D
(prescription drug coverage) if you have not already done so.
If you have questions or need help comparing and enrolling in
plans, call the Senior Health Information and Insurance
Education (SHINE) program at 605-333-3314 to schedule an
appointment in the Minnehaha County area.

Meals-On-Wheels
St. John is responsible for Meals-on-Wheels
drivers and helpers for Tuesdays. If you are
interested in helping out with this important
community activity, please use the sign-up
sheets at the Welcome Center (east entry of
church). The meals are picked up at the Center
for Active Generations. Thank you!
Remember – you can sign up for just one Tuesday if you
wish. Any and all help is needed and appreciated!

"Holy Rollers"
The "Holy Rollers" (bandage rollers) need help with this project
for Global Health Ministries. White sheets are torn into 4 inch
strips, then 5-6 strips are sewn together end to end. No
experience is necessary! This is a project you could do at
home or at the church. The bandages are sent to Global Health
Ministries where they are sanitized and sent to foreign
countries. Holy Rollers meet from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. on the first
Thursday of each month at the church. If you can help with this
project, or would like more information, please call
Diana Norton at 605-371-4388.

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS:
Pizza Ranch Fundraiser: This month I am in need of only 5
helpers to bus tables at the Brandon Pizza Ranch on October 1.
Please let me know if you can help so I can sign you up.
Wednesdays, Oct. 3, 10 & 17 -Conversation & Team Building
Activities
Thank You Coffee Hour- We will be having a special thank
you brunch on October 28 to thank the congregation for their
prayers and support for our time at Klein Ranch. Please be ready
to share stories with members that morning.
Wednesday, Oct. 24- Conversation & Team Building Activities
Saturday, Oct. 27- Servant Project – This morning we will
have 3 yards to rake near the church. Please let me know if you
can help. Please bring a rake, dress for the weather and close-toed
shoes. We will meet at the church at 9:30am
Wednesday, Oct. 31- We will be serving at the Banquet
downtown location at 5:30 pm. Please let me know if you and your
family can help.

Ryan McCormick | Youth & Family Assistant Ministry Director

p. 605.201.7870 Call | Text e. ryan.youthdirector@gmail.com

HIGH SCHOOL NEWS:
Sunday, Oct. 7th: Coffee Hour – looking for the Freshman
and Juniors to bring muffins, coffee cake, banana bread, or rolls.
Need to be at church by 9:15 a.m.
Monday, Oct. 8th: Youth Meeting at 6:30 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall. Please come and help plan, everyone is welcome.
Monday, Oct. 15th: We will be working at the Brandon Pizza
Ranch 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. Need 5 volunteers to help. Please let me
know if you can work. Please bring money, if you want to eat.
Tuesday, October 16th : Backpack Program at 6:00 p.m.
Need 15 volunteers. Location is 4701 Westport Avenue, if you
need a ride please let me know.
Sunday, Oct. 21st: Coffee Hour – looking for the
Sophomores and Seniors to bring muffins, coffee cake, banana
bread, or rolls. Need to be at church by 9:15 a.m.
Sunday, Oct. 21st: Christmas wreath orders and money need
to be turned in.
Sunday, October 28th: Youth Group at 9:45
Sunday, Oct. 28th: Zoo Boo – 2:30 to 7:00 p.m. Looking for
3 or 4 volunteers to pass out candy or help at the spooky carousel.
Tentative plans for now, still waiting to hear from them.

Belva Kurtz | Youth & Family Ministry Director

p. 605.214-7539 Call | Text e. bkurtz@vastbb.net

PLEASE NOTE
Church office hours are normally 8-12 and 1-5 Monday through
Friday. It is church policy to have the entrance doors locked during
business hours if there is only one staff person in the building. If a staff
vehicle is in the parking lot, someone is available to let you in. If you
need into the church after hours for meetings, etc., please check with the
office to check out an entrance key. All rooms are locked, so if you need
to get in to a room for your meeting, you will also need a key for that
room.

UFFDA 30 DOZEN LEFSE
I want to thank the following people
for helping with another year of successful
lefse making for our Harvest Festival, from
potato preperation to the cooking process.
So happy with the almost 30 dozen we
ended up with. Thanks to: Liz and Leroy Stadem, Steve Matson,
Jan McDonald, Nancy Plienis, JoAnn Plienis, Deb Bruggeman, Sarah
Jorgensen and LaVonne Schimke.
Lori Meyer

THURSDAY EVENING WORSHIP CONTINUES

Thank you to June Johnson for all of her inspirational
music. It is such a joy to listen to her play as she accompanies the
congregation and as she does some fancy fingering during offering
and communion. We do appreciate her. Thanks for sharing your
God given talent with St. John!
Linda weber

Worship with Holy Communion is offered the first, second, third, and fifth
Thursdays of each month at 5:30 p.m., in the St. John sanctuary. (Services are
suspended the fourth Thursday of each month to accommodate “Food-to-You”
Mobile Food Pantry.) If you’re heading out of town for the weekend, have to
work on Sunday, or are otherwise unable to worship on the weekend, please
take advantage of this additional opportunity to worship Thursday evening.
IT COUNTS!

Families
386
Baptized Membership
685
Confirmed Membership
566
(Statistics as of 9/24/18)

BAPTISMS
Charlee Su Ericksen, September 2, 2018
FUNERALS
Margaret M. Chada, September 22, 2018 (non-member)
CHANGES FOR YOUR DIRECTORY:
Geneva Kluck, Touchmark At All Saints, 111 W. 17th St., Apt. 219,
Sioux Falls, SD 57104-4901 605-731-5216
Van Zahrbock & Sheryl Holt, 113 W. McCook St., Lot 9, Montrose, SD
57048-2098

Gifts: $300-Sunday School; $30-St. Dysmas; $20-Rosebud;

Thank you to all the individuals and businesses who
contributed to this year’s Silent Auction. It’s heartwarming to see
the generosity of our congregation and community!
Carol Landsverk & Jan McDonald
Silent Auction Co-Chairs
Dear Pastor Paul and St. John members,
Thank you for your prayers and concern for my health. The
hospital visitations were so very welcome. Thanks for the prayer
square, too. It will be slow for me, but the doctor says I’m doing
better.
In love, Carole Legel

From the Library

Capital Fund Statement
Mary Johnson, Treasurer
SAVINGS BALANCE
August 1, 2018
RECEIPTS
8/6/18
In Memory of DK Koller
In Memory of Delpha Dumke

$107,752.78
$350.00
$100.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

www.librarything.com/catalog/stjohnchurch
This month the library is featuring books in our library
produced by members of St. John.
The Diary of the Making of a Soldier is an historical
narrative by Gilmore Koepsell. Gil wrote this diary, complete with
pictures and news clippings, detailing his time in the Army in 1951
and 1952 during the Korean War. This detailed account is a must
read for anyone who has served in the military or who wants to
learn more about this important time in American history. Thank
you to Gil and Dorothy for keeping such an accurate diary and for
presenting a copy to St. John.
Faith Stories in Plain View Celebrating 100 years! By the
Leroy Stadem family is a recent addition to our library. This book
draws from experiences of the family who first lived on those 80
acres called Plain View Farm. These stories and devotions give
glory and honor to the Lord Jesus Christ. Check out this book to
read of the happy, sad, and inspiring antics of Pastor Lee and his
family. Take a trip down memory lane of farm life. Even if you
know nothing of farming, this devotional will teach and inspire
you. The pictures remind us all of times gone by. Thank you Pastor
Lee.
Our newest acquisition is a photography book by Michael
McCormick entitled Dakota Place Wildlife. Mike has captured
some unique photos of the wildlife in his own backyard. Deer,
turkeys, squirrels, birds and many other creatures come to life in
beautiful color on every page. Mike tells wonderful stories without
words, only through the lifelike photography. Stop into the library
and take a look at this creative book. It does not take long, or you
could spend hours looking at the details and admiring the beauty.
Thank you Michael.
Stop by the library and CHECK IT OUT!
Linda the Librarian (Linda Weber)

Interest
TOTAL RECEIPTS

$450.00

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS
$0.00
$0.00
TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS
SAVINGS BALANCE
CHECKING BALANCE
RECEIPTS

$0.00

August 31, 2018

$108,202.78

August 1, 2018

$110.81
$0.00
$0.00

Interest
TOTAL RECEIPTS

$0.00

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS
$0.00
$0.00
TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS
CHECKING BALANCE

$0.00

August 31, 2018

$110.81

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT
Mission Investment Fund; 2.23%; maturity 1/25/24 $100,549.86
American State Bank; 2.7%; maturity 3/3/21
$100,000.00
American State Bank; 2.14%; maturity 10/3/19
$50,000.00
TOTAL CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT

$250,549.86

TOTAL CAPITAL FUNDS

$358,863.45

August 31, 2018

PAYABLES
Transfer from General Funds (end of year)
Transfer to General Fund
TOTAL PAYABLES
DESIGNATED FUNDS
Elevator Funds for maintenance
TOTAL DESIGNATED FUNDS
TOTAL AVAILABLE CAPITAL FUNDS

5% of 2018 b udget

$38,000.00
-$8,000.00
$30,000.00

$6,853.08
$6,853.08
August 31, 2018

$322,010.37

$18,999.50

St. John Policy #5: The Capital Funds Account shall maintain a minimum balance amounting to 5% of the annual
congregational budget. Any transfer of money from the Capital Fund to the General Fund shall have Council approval.

ST. JOHN GENERAL FUND – August 2018
Karen Scarborough, Treasurer
Cash Balance on Hand 8/1/18

$

Total Receipts for August

+ 23,868.97

Less Expenses for August

- 24,108.41

Cash Balance on Hand 8/31/18

EXPENSES

THIS MONTH
PAID

Our World Mission

$

2,586.60

$

YEAR TO DATE
PAID

2,347.16

ANNUAL
BUDGET

1,760

$14,160

$ 21,200

18,923

169,558

272,715

Worship & Service

1,708

17,851

36,450

Our Church Home

1,717
__________

30,927
__________

49,625
__________

$ 24,108

$232,496

$379,990

Pastoral Ministry & Staff

Total Expenditures

Special Funds – August 2018
Joanne Pesicka, Treasurer
Altar Guild

Education Designated

$ 3,951.85

Angel Foods
Banquet
Barnabas

$ 1,146.20
$ 2,894.75
$ 1,877.58

$ 510.81

Food To You
Library
Organ/Piano/Keyboard

$ 1,503.39
$ 727.99
$ 6,563.10

Choir Fund

$ 3,155.21

Rosebud Ministry

$2,596.56

