
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Oh come, all ye faithful, joyful and 
triumphant, O come ye, O come ye to 

Bethlehem!  Come and behold him born the 
King of angels! O come, let us adore Him, O 

come, let us adore Him, O come let us 
adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 

St. John  December  

American 2017 
 

All are invited to the WELCA Christmas 

Brunch, Saturday, December 2, at 10:00 a.m.   

You won’t want to miss the ‘sweet’ treats, 

some ‘sweet’ singing, and some ‘unwrapping 

of gifts’.  It all starts at 10:00 a.m. and tickets 

cost just $7.00.  Hope to see you there. 
 

  ROSEBUD CHRISTMAS 
Over the river and through the woods… to Rosebud we go….on 

December 9th.  Once again, St. John is collecting warm coats, hats, 

and mittens (new or gently used 

and clean), for folks on the 

Rosebud Indian Reservation.  We 

are also in need of Christmas gifts 

for children.  Any assistance, 

financial or otherwise, is greatly 

needed and appreciated.  Please DO 

NOT wrap the gifts.  The Rosebud 

Christmas Tree is in the back of the sanctuary, hanging on its 

branches will are paper ornaments with suggestions for gifts for the 

children.  Snatch up as many ornaments as you will, purchase their 

suggested gifts, and leave them under the tree no later than 

December 5th.  We will also be hosting a party when we arrive and 

will need to purchase hot dogs, buns, juice, etc., so financial gifts 

are most welcome and much appreciated.  Cookies and treats are 

also being collected.  Please leave any baked goods in the St. John 

Kitchen by Friday, December 8th.  Thank you! 
 

Any questions, please contact Hope Matchan, John McIntyre or 

Bob & Kathy Hales.  We’re planning to load up the sleigh and 

head out on December 9th.  We could use another trailer to haul 

donated items.  If you have one we could borrow, please contact 

Pastor Paul or call the church office.  Thank you! 
 



MID-WEEK ADVENT AT ST. JOHN 
HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER 
WEDNESDAYS + DECEMBER 6, 13 & 20 

SOUP & BREAD SUPPER, STARTING at 5:30 p.m. 
Thanks to Lois Lundberg & our St. John Youth! 

WORSHIP, STARTING at 6:45 p.m. 
Thanks to Sarah Jorgensen, Roxy Weidenbach, & Jarid Kvale 

Preaching December 6, Dennis Hansen 
 

Preaching December 13, Donna McEwen 
 

December 20, Corey Scott 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE & 

CHRISTMAS DAY AT ST. JOHN 
 

Sunday, December 24 
 9:30 a.m.  The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 
6:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 

 

Monday, December 25 
10:00 a.m.  Christmas Day Worship & Holy Communion 

 

Sunday, December 31, The 7th Day of 
Christmas, New Year’s Eve 

8:30 a.m.  Worship 
11:00 a.m.  Worship 

 
 

ST. JOHN GENERAL FUND – October 2017 
Karen Scarborough, Treasurer 

 
 

 Cash Balance on Hand 9/30/17                                    $18,793.83 
 
  Total Receipts for October + 30,400.15 

  Less Expenses for October                          -  25,015.03 

  Cash Balance on Hand 10/31/17 $24,178.95 

 
 
 

EXPENSES THIS MONTH YEAR TO DATE ANNUAL 
  PAID PAID BUDGET 
 
Our World Mission $1,760   $   17,650  $  21,200 
 
Pastoral Ministry & Staff 17,962 197,311 256,930 
 
Worship & Service 1,946 21,326 36,575 
 
Our Church Home 3,347 36,146 50,945 
  __________ __________ __________ 

 
Total Expenditures $  25,015 $ 272,433 $365,650.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Special Funds – October 2017 
Joanne Pesicka, Treasurer 

 
Altar Guild $ 523.41 Fellowship $  3,449.25 
 

Barnabas $ 2,687.86 Food to You $ 1,343.39 

 

Care Team Ministry $ 392.26 Library $ 763.59 
 

Choir Fund $ 3,416.74 Rosebud Ministry $ 1,190.11 
 

Education Designated $ 5,669.06 Thrivent Funds $2,864.35 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

$33,783.55

RECEIPTS

Building Fund Pledges $3,320.00

$0.00

Memorials/Honorariums

In Honor of Pastor Paul $30.00

18-Oct From Capital Savings-remaining Dahl Estate Funds $502.81

Total Memorials/Honorariums $532.81

$0.00

Interest $0.30

TOTAL RECEIPTS $3,853.11

TOTAL CASH $37,636.66

EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS

$0.00

$0.00

15-Oct Thrivent  ACH $2,344.00

$0.00

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS $2,344.00

TOTAL CASH BALANCE $35,292.66

TOTAL BUILDING FUND $35,292.66

Unpaid Principal 10/1/17   $72,265.46

Principal paid 10/15/17 ($2,088.06)

Additional Principal paid

Unpaid Principal 10/30/17 $70,177.40

Parking Lot/Building Fund Statement

Mary Johnson,  Treasurer

CASH BALANCE October 1, 2017

October 31, 2017

October 31, 2017

 
 

 

 

From Pastor Paul 
Except for God, there is no Christmas.  Except that God looked 

upon the sin of this world and was moved to sadness and to mercy, 

there is no Christmas.  Except that God chose to change the rush-

to-destruction of this world – the headlong consequence of human 

greed and personal selfishness – there is no Christmas.  Except that 

God sent a Son, absurdly loving humanity in spite of itself, there is 

no Christmas.  Except that divinity cracked into human history at a 

certain place, at a certain time, there is no Christmas.  Except that 

the baby was Emmanuel in fact! – “God with Us” indeed, truly 

changing the course of human affairs – there is no Christmas.  

Except that Mary had a baby who kept the faith to the end, there is 

not Christmas.  Except that Mary laid in a manger a sleeping, 

cooing infant, who made the way for fallen humankind to be given 

again its humanity, there is no Christmas.  But there is!  There is 

Christ.  There is grace, mercy, forgiveness, and love.  There is 

Christmas.  And we are the child, each and all, whose comfort is 

not in the magnanimity of highest humanity, but in miracle and 

mystery of the divine tucked within the lowliness of a manger.  We 

are the ones who hold in our hearts all the days of our lives and 

proclaim with rapturous joy even these darkest days of winter:  

There is Christmas! 
 

 

 

Come join Pastor Paul at 12 noon on 

Thursdays in the church library for 

fellowship and a Bible Study.  Everyone is 

welcome.   

 

 

 
St. John will be collecting canned 

goods through the month of December 

for the Food Pantry.  You can drop off 

your items in the box in front of the 

office door.  No glass please.  Thank 

you. 
 



Christmas is such a ‘sweet’ time 

of year.  It’s ‘sweet’ not just 

because our kitchens are full of 

wonderful ‘sweet’ smells of 

baking and all the holiday cookies 

and candy; it’s ‘sweet’ because 

God sent His son to us in the 

form of a ‘sweet’ little baby.  The 

whole Christmas story ought to be ‘sweet’ to our ears.  Part of a 

verse in the song ‘I Love to Tell the Story’ reflects: “I love to tell 

the story; how pleasant to repeat.  What seems each time I tell it, 

more wonderfully SWEET.”  How ‘sweet’ that a little child could 

change history and save of us from our sins. 

 

Our annual Christmas Brunch is Saturday, December 2.  You won’t 

want to miss the ‘sweet’ treats, some ‘sweet’ singing, and some 

‘unwrapping of gifts’.  It all starts at 10:00 a.m. and tickets cost 

just $7.00.  Hope to see you there. 

 

The WELCA Bible Study groups will not meet in December.  

However, if you subscribe to the GATHER magazine, please read 

the lesson yourself which focuses on the Christmas story (Luke 

2:9-14).   “What does it look like to receive the gift that God has 

given us in Jesus?”   

 

Also, there will not be an Executive Board meeting in December.  

Instead the current and new Board members will ‘meet, eat and 

enjoy some sweets’ – the date and place will be announced.  And 

speaking of ‘new’ Board members.  We are still looking for 

volunteers to fill some empty positions on the Board for 2018.  

Serving on the Board is rewarding; prayerfully consider saying 

‘yes’ to help fill one of the open positions on the Board.  I truly 

thank the current Board members for their service and dedication 

throughout this year:  Gladys Beck, Barb Buchanan, Karen 

Dirkson, Theresa Emigh, Lois Lundberg, Ann Mortenson, and 

Laverle Sorken. 

                              Paula Koller, St. John WELCA Coordinator  

 

 

Directory Updates: Please call the church office or send an 

e-mail with any changes to your family’s contact information and 

work information.  We have many outdated e-mail addresses, 

phone numbers and places of employment.  THANK YOU!! 

 

$119,165.68

RECEIPTS

Stan Dahl Estate Bequest $1,002.62

$0.00

Interest $0.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS $1,002.62

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS

18-Oct Transfer to Building Fund Checking $502.81

(remaining Dahl Estate Funds) $0.00

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS $502.81

SAVINGS BALANCE $119,665.49

CHECKING BALANCE $300.13

RECEIPTS

$0.00

 Interest $0.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS $0.00

EXPENSES AND WITHDRAWALS

$0.00

$0.00

TOTAL EXPENSES & WITHDRAWALS $0.00

CHECKING BALANCE $300.13

SAVINGS & CHECKING BALANCE $119,965.62

RECEIVABLES

$0.00

TOTAL RECEIVABLES $0.00

DESIGNATED FUNDS

Elevator funds for maintenance $6,853.08

TOTAL DESIGNATED FUNDS $6,853.08

$113,112.54

Capital Fund Statement
Mary Johnson, Treasurer

SAVINGS BALANCE October 1, 2017

October 31, 2017

October 1, 2017

St. John Policy #5: The Capital Funds Account shall maintain a minimum balance amounting to 5% of the annual congregational

budget.  Any transfer of money from the Capital Fund to the General Fund shall have Council approval.

October 31, 2017

October 31, 2017

TOTAL AVAILABLE CAPITAL FUNDS October 31, 2017

5% of 2017 budget $18,282.50

 
 

 



High School Youth Events 
Sunday, December 3rd: Coffee Hour – 9:15 a.m. to help 

set things up.  Looking for bakers to bake muffins, coffee cake, 

breads or whatever you want to bring.  

Monday, December 4th:  Pizza Ranch – 5:00 p.m. to 

8:00 p.m. at East 10th St. 5 volunteers needed. 

Wednesday, December 6th: Advent Supper – looking 

for three youth to help us in the kitchen to serve the meal 5:15 

p.m. 

Sunday, December 10th:  Toys for Tots 1:00 p.m. to 

4:00 p.m.  Picking out toys for kids.  Four volunteers needed.  

Location  East Side Plaze-2809 E. 10th St.  3 volunteers needed. 

Wednesday, December 13th:  Advent Supper – looking 

for three youth to help us in the kitchen to serve the meal.   

Looking for help around 5:10 p.m. 

Saturday, December 16th:  Toys for Tots 10:00 p.m. to 

2:00 p.m.  East Side Plaza – 2809 E. 10th St.  4 volunteers needed. 

Sunday, December 17th:  Toys for Tots Distribution – 

1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at 2809 East 10th St.  4 volunteers needed. 

Wednesday, December 20th:  Advent Supper – looking 

for three youth to help us in the kitchen to serve the meal.  

Looking for help around 5:10 p.m. 

Sunday, December 24th:  Christmas Eve – 4:00 p.m.  

Looking for 4 youth to Usher, this would be good for our Seniors. 

Sunday, December 24 & 31:  No Youth Group – 

Christmas Break 

Belva Kurtz | Youth & Family Ministry Director 

p. 605.214.7539 Call | Text 

e. bkurtz@vastbb.net 

 

 

 

 

 

       Families   390 
  Baptized Membership          686 

 Confirmed Membership       572 
 

          (Statistics as of 11/27/17) 

 

 

 

LWR (Lutheran World Relief) 
 

     With the close of 2017 soon, we are still collecting items for 

any of the kits to be sent to Lutheran World Relief. 

     Thirty heavy duty quilts are finished and packed for Rosebud. 

We have two more quilting days before the trip to Rosebud and 

have hope to have 20 more finished! 

     Have you checked for pop tabs and Box Tops for schools that 

you might be saving? If you have any, please take them to the 

containers marked for them in the church kitchen. They will be 

taken to Garfield and Ronald Mc Donald House before the end of 

the year. 

     Again we say Thank You for your continued support for all of 

our projects. 

God Bless You. 

   Barb Buchanan and Ann Mortenson 

 Co-Chairs of Mission Action Service Group 

 

 
 

 

- All men welcome! 
 * Men’s Saturday Morning Bible Study is held the 3rd 

Saturday of each month at 8:00 a.m. at the Fryn’ Pan at 12th 

St. and Western Ave.  This is a great time of fellowship for men 

of all ages!   

 
 
 

Older & Wiser Lutherans 
 

The Owls (Retirees) meet the second Monday of each month at 

10:00 a.m.  Be sure to join the group … even if you are not a 

regular attendee.  Come for coffee & fellowship.   

This month they are meeting on Monday, December 11th at the 

12th Street Fryn’ Pan.    All are welcome! 

 
 



Menus:    
Soup & bread suppers, beginning at 5:30 p.m. 

  

Dec.6th 

Vegetable Beef Soup, Potato Soup 

Creamy Wild Rice Soup, Assorted Breads 

Dessert 

 

Dec. 13th  Ham & Bean Soup, Smoked Salmon/Leek 

Chowder, Potato Soup, Assorted Breads, Dessert 

Dec 20th 

Chicken Noodle, Potato Soup, Chili, Assorted Breads 

Dessert 
 
 
 
 

Join us for Special Musical 

Worship Services on December 

10th.  All choirs and Sunday 

School children will be 

participating at both services.  

Enjoy an Advent Faire between 

services.  
 

Rehearsal for this program is scheduled for Saturday, 

December 9 at 10:00 a.m.  All choir members and Sunday 

School children, please plan to attend. 
 

 

 

FAITH NIGHT AT THE 
SKYFORCE 

Sunday, December 17th--tip-off at 5pm.  Reserve 

your tickets ($12 each) by signing up at the 

Welcome Center, or give Ryan McCormick a call at 

605-201-7870.   Deadline for sign up is Dec. 4th. 

 

CHANGES FOR YOUR DIRECTORY: 

 Lorna Jacobs, 940 5th St. NW, Maple Lake, MN 55358-2485  Phone: 

(763) 233-8493 

 Ann Wiese, Stoney Brook Suites, 4501 E. Pampas Pl. #13, Sioux Falls, 

SD  57110-4601 
 

 

-In Memory of Lois J. Olsen: $25-Parking Lot Fund; $85-

Quilt Makers; $10-St. John Luther League  

 
Other Gifts:  $40-St. John Luther League; $20-Mission Outreach (for 

Cristi Johnson);  $30-St. Dysmas; $1022.62;  Mission Globe (Hurricane 

Relief-US);  $500-2018 H.S. Youth trip 

 

December Middle School Youth News: 
Dec 8-9 – Inspiration Hills Retreat – please let me 

know if you plan to attend. Letter regarding details will soon be 

mailed. 

Dec. 16 – Holiday Cookie Baking and Delivery – 10am 

– I am in need of helpers to provide ingredients for basic holiday 

cookies we can make for members this holiday season. Please let 

me know if you can help bake. 

Dec 17 – Faith Night At Skyforce Game -Come and join 

other St. John members as we cheer for the Skyforce team. Please 

let me know if you plan to attend. I need to know soon (December 

4th). Cost is $12 which can be paid at the church. 

Dec. 17 - Coffee Hour Hosts: We are hosting coffee hour 

on November 19th and need to provide baked goodies. Please let 

me know if you can bring goodies or juice for this coffee hour. I am 

also in need of volunteers for this, as we setup at 9am. 

Dec 18 - Lunch is Served – 5:30pm:  In need of 

volunteers and 1 adult to help put together lunches! We will meet 

at Emmanuel Baptist Church located at 1600 E 12th St, Please let 

me know if you can help!  

Dec 30 – Holiday Family Christmas Party 

The holiday season is here which is my favorite time of 

year. Information will be coming soon regarding this Holiday 

Gathering on December 30.  Please let me know if you are able to 

attend and how many.        
Ryan McCormick | Youth & Family Assistant Ministry Director 

p. 605.201.7870 Call | Text 

e. ryan.youthdirector@gmail.com 

 

mailto:ryan.youthdirector@gmail.com


 
ADVENT FAIRE 

SUN., DEC. 10, 2017 @ 9:45am 

Come to the Fellowship Hall 
between services to hear a 

SWEET version of the Christmas 
Story and take home a special 
treat.  The Advent Faire will 
take the place of the Sunday 

School lesson.   
 

 

 

                           Potluck & Movie 
Come Celebrate New Year’s Eve  

With Us! 

Sunday, December 31, 2017 

5:00 Potluck     6:00 Movie 

“November Christmas” 
A community comes together to celebrate Halloween and 

Christmas for an ill child.   

It will be an evening of fun, food and fellowship 

 

If you are able to lend us a movie to use next year or if 

you have a movie you would like to see, please contact 

Judy McCormick.  Thank you! 
 

 

 

              YOU CAN HELP 

PROJECT CAR (Call A Ride) 
Here is a great opportunity to help 

support Project CAR, especially for 

those who are unable to be drivers.  You 

can help by collecting parking donations at 1st Lutheran 

Church parking lot during Pavilion Events.  The time 

commitment is 1½ to 2 hours.  The upcoming times are: 

 Saturday, December 2, 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, December 

9, 7:30 p.m.; Tuesday, December 12, 5:30 p.m.; Sunday, 

December 17, 6:00 p.m.;  If you are able to help at any of 

these events, please call Kate (Project CAR) at 332-2777.  

Thank you! 
 

Project CAR provides free transportation for senior citizens 

and special needs adults involved in St. John American 

Lutheran Church, Our Savior’s Lutheran,  

First Lutheran, St. Mark’s Lutheran, Asbury United 

Methodist, First Congregational, the Senior Companion 

Program and the Retired and Senior Volunteer Program 

(R.S.V.P.). Rides to Sunday worship, church-related 

activities, or medical appointments must be scheduled at 

least 24 hours in advance. Volunteer drivers are needed.  

Contact: Kate Heligas (605) 332-2777.   
 
 

St. John American Lutheran Church 

Council Highlights November 2017 
 

 St Dysmas worship will be held on December 7.  Must have 
entry forms filled out and turned in to the Church office by 
November 20th. 

 The Rosebud trip will be on December 2nd. Need volunteers to 
help with the distribution. 

 Middle school youth will be selling Dimock cheese and the High 
School youth will be selling butter braids and Hot Stuff pizzas as 
fundraisers. 



Finance Books Close after worship on December 31: 
 

In order to be included on your 2017 giving, 

your gifts must be received by the conclusion 

of worship on December 31st.   

We do have a way to accept stock for 

donations to apply to whichever fund you 

would like to contribute. There may be tax 

advantages for stock donations. Contact Mary Johnson if you 

would like to make a stock transfer to St. John American Lutheran 

Church. Thank you. 

 

Thrivent Choice 
 

 The Thrivent Choice® program is a charitable grant 

program that allows members to recommend where 

Thrivent Financial distributes a portion of its charitable 

grant funds each year. It is a joint program of Thrivent and 

its member chapters. 
 

 Choice Dollars® – Eligible benefit members can help 

direct Thrivent Choice Dollars to thousands of nonprofit 

organizations, including congregations, two of which are 

St. John American Lutheran and Project CAR.  (St. John is 

one of the sponsoring congregations of Project CAR.)  If 

your Choice Dollars are not designated, they will be 

distributed as Thrivent chooses. 
 

 When the time comes for you to make your Thrivent 

designations, please consider St. John and Project CAR.  

Those funds will be directly deposited in St. John and 

Project CAR bank accounts.  Thank you. 
 

Annual Reports 
 

All written reports for the Annual Report are due into the 

church office by December 14th.  All financial reports need to 

be ready for the auditing committee by January 5th, if possible. 

Please e-mail your report to: 

stjohnlutheran1912@msn.com 

CONGRATUALATIONS!!! 
Sarah Jorgensen recently received a distinguished award 

from Compassionate Sioux Falls and the City of Sioux Falls.  

Below is the script that was read the night of the awards 

banquet. 

“Sarah Jo Jorgensen is currently employed as the Peer 

Support Coordinator/Independent Living Specialist at Independent 

Living Choices. In fact, she was nominated by one of the 

individuals she has assisted and befriended as part of her 

employment. However, Sarah Jo’s work is not the only way she 

gives back to the community.  

Sarah Jo is an active and generous community member. 

She uses her musical talents and shares them with others by 

volunteering at her church, where she leads the choir and helps 

meet the other musical needs of the church.  In addition, she has 

volunteered with Lunch is Served, a local nonprofit organization 

that provides sack lunches for community members who are 

attempting to break the chains of poverty and hunger. She has 

also volunteered for the Susan G. Koemen Race Against Breast 

Cancer and is a member of the Disability Awareness Commission. 

She assists in planning the Living Library events and is a member 

of the Directors of Volunteers in Agencies.  

I happen to know Sarah Jo’s boss. One day we were talking 

about Sarah’s kindness and compassion, and we both remarked 

that when you first meet Sarah Jo, you cannot believe that she is 

as nice as she appears; however, as you get to know her, you 

realize that she is. She is truly one of the kindest, most generous, 

most compassionate individuals we have ever met.  

Sarah Jo, on behalf of Compassionate Sioux Falls and the 

City of Sioux Falls, thank you for all you do for our community.” 

 

 
CONGRATULATIONS BOWLERS!! 

Barb Mitchell and Tammy Nielsen competed 
in the Unified Special Olympics Area meet 
in Mitchell, SD on October 28th and placed 
2nd in Doubles.  They also competed in the 
State Tournament here in Sioux Falls on 
November 18th & 19th and placed 2nd in 
Doubles and 5th in the Team event.  Way to 
go, ladies! 
 

 

mailto:stjohnlutheran1912@msn.com


THE BIG READ! 
Book of the Month:  Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer’s Life Together 

A Classic Exploration of Christian 

Community 
 

Thursday evenings in January, starting 

January 4.  Meet at 7:00 p.m. at Caribou Coffee on South 

Minnesota Ave.   
 

Books are available in the church office for $10.00.  Or call Pastor 

Paul.  Please read chapter one for discussion at our first meeting.   
 

Life Together is bread for all who are hungry for the real life of 

Christian fellowship.  It will be good fellowship reading it 

together.   

 
 
 

“Music Notes” 
Greetings as we begin the Advent Season!  

Well, the handbells have been polished and the 

choir robes dry cleaned, so we’re ready to 
perform!    The Adult Choir will be performing 

“Keep Your Lamps” on Wednesday, December 

6th.  We will be accompanied by Marissa 

Schroeder on the conga/bongo drums.  We’re 

very grateful to Marissa for discovering talents she never knew she 

had! We’d also like to thank June Johnson for accompanying the 

choir during Advent/Christmas while Amber is out on maternity 

leave.  We appreciate it, June! On December 10th the Adult Choir, 

Bell Choir, and Sunday School children will perform at both 

services.  The Bell Choir will once again perform at the Holiday 

Evening at the Pettigrew on Thursday, December 14th.  Please 

come join us for a night of history, music, hot cocoa and cider, 

cookies, and horse-drawn wagon rides!  Finally, the Adult Choir will 
be performing at the Christmas Eve service.  We’re very excited to 

have St. John students from 5th-9th grades joining us to perform 

“Candlelight Carol”.   Have a blessed Advent season!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

 

THE FLOWER CHART for 2018 is on the 

bulletin board in the west foyer.  If you 

wish to donate altar flowers for a particular 

Sunday this next year, please print your 

name and phone number next to that 

date.  Please sign up only once for the 

year until others have a chance to sign 

up, too.  Also, there is only room for one sign up per 

Sunday.  If you wish to share a Sunday with someone 

who has already signed up, you must check with them 

first to see if they wish to share that Sunday.  The Altar 

Guild will contact you prior to your chosen date for information.  

The price is $27.50 (includes tax) and can be paid in the church 

office.  Thank you! 
 

 

******************************** 

Holy Rollers  
Global Mission s still need your assistance with 

bandage rolling. We have many sheets that need 

to be torn, sewed and rolled.  We meet in Room 

#117 every Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. Dean, Robert 

and I would appreciate any assistant for whatever length of time 

you are able to give.  Any questions, contact  

Diana Norton at 605-371-4388. 

We will not meet on: 

Dec. 20 & 27 

********************************* 

 
Support Our Youth! 

 

 Monday, December 4th:  East 10th St. Pizza Ranch – 5:00 p.m. to 

8:00 p.m.   High School Youth service project. 
 

Monday, December 11th:  Tea Pizza Ranch – 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 

p.m.  High School Youth service project.    Let the youth of St. 

John pick up your dirty dishes and help them raise funds for 

summer camps. Thank you! 
 



  Third class mail cannot be forwarded.  If you change your 
address, let us know so you receive your next Newsletter.  You 
will also save the church the 58cost of address corrections. 
 

 

 

AngelFoods 
The freezer is stocked, and AngelFoods are 

ready to be delivered to anyone you know who 

needs a visit, a lift, some comfort food and our 

prayers.  Just stop by the church kitchen 

anytime to pick up a meal.  AngelFoods come 

in two sizes (to feed two or a family) and are for 

friends, family, neighbors … anyone who needs 

our Christian love and support.  Please sign the 

sheet on the top of the freezer when you take a 

meal for delivery.  Thank you. 

 
 
 

 

 
 

The deadline for the monthly Newsletter is 8:00 

a.m. on the 20th of the preceding month. This 

month it will be 8:00 a.m. Wednesday, December 

20th.  

 
 
 

 
St. John has a Facebook page  

Check us out!  Event updates, photos 
and Pastor Paul now has a monthly blog! 

 

www.facebook.com/StJohnAmericanLutheranChurchSF 
 

 

GIFT CARDS MAKE A GREAT 

CHRISTMAS GIFT! 
 

 Gift Cards for a number of local businesses/restaurants are 
available for purchase on Sunday mornings at the Welcome Center in 
the east entryway of the church.  (Cards are also available weekdays 
in the church office.)  Gift Cards may be purchased in varying 
denominations allowing you to purchase merchandise at their 
respective businesses up to the face value of each card.  In most 
instances, Gift Cards purchased at St. John result in a 5% profit from 
participating businesses to our St. John Youth to help with summer 
camps and servant events. 
 

THANK YOU FOR PURCHASING GIFT CARDS AT ST. JOHN. 

 
 
 
 

 
NAMI Family Support Group is a 
peer-led support group for family 
members, caregivers and loved 

ones of individuals living with mental illness.  
  

Gain insight from the challenges and successes of others facing similar 
circumstances. NAMI’s Support Groups are unique because they follow 
a structured model, ensuring everyone has an opportunity to be heard 
and to get what they need.  

 Free of cost to participants 

 Designed for adult loved ones (18+) of individuals living with 
mental illness 

 Led by family members of individuals living with mental illness  
 Meets the first Sunday of the month in the library 6-7:30 PM  
 No specific medical therapy or medication is endorsed or 

recommended 
 Confidential  

  

For more information about the NAMI Family Support Group at St. John, 
contact Kari Clark at klwin@sio.midco.net or 605-351-4785.  We meet at 
St. John the first and third Sunday of each month at 6:00 PM in the 
church library. 
 

http://www.facebook.com/StJohnAmericanLutheranChurchSF
mailto:klwin@sio.midco.net


 

Project CAR Drivers Needed  
 

You Are The Key! 
Volunteers are the key to independence  

                                   and quality of life for seniors. 
 

Project CAR (Call A Ride) offers transportation to Sunday church 

services, and other church functions, and medical appointments for 

the elderly members of six different churches.  This transportation is a 

crucial element in their ability to remain connected to their church 

and community.  Project CAR provides vehicles, gas, etc.  Please call 

the Project CAR office (332-2777) and visit with Kate or Wanda for 

more information.  Men, women, retired, working, young, young at 

heart … We Need You! 
 

 
Meals-On-Wheels 

St. John is responsible for Meals-on-Wheels 
drivers and helpers for Tuesdays.  If you are 
interested in helping out with this important 
community activity, please use the sign-up 
sheets at the Welcome Center (east entry of 
church).  The meals are picked up at Active 
Generations.  Thank you! 

 

Remember – you can sign up for just one Tuesday if you 
wish.  Any and all help is needed and appreciated! 

 

 
THURSDAY EVENING WORSHIP CONTINUES 

Worship with Holy Communion is offered the first, second, third, and fifth 
Thursdays of each month at 5:30 p.m., in the St. John sanctuary.  (Services are 
suspended the fourth Thursday of each month to accommodate “Food-to-You” 
Mobile Food Pantry.)  If you’re heading out of town for the weekend, have to 
work on Sunday, or are otherwise unable to worship on the weekend, please 
take advantage of this additional opportunity to worship Thursday evening.  

 IT COUNTS! 

 

Twenty years ago this month I underwent surgery 

and chemotherapy for a very aggressive brain 

tumor.  Twenty years later, thanks to God and my 

doctor, Wilson Asfora, MD, I'm doing 

very well.  Marking, personally, this important 

anniversary in my life, I want to thank the St. John congregation for all 

of its love, support, and prayers then, now, and every step of the way.  

I'm so grateful for all of you.   

Mark Fuller 

 

Thank you for all of the prayers, cards and visits I had while I 

was in the hospital for a week and rehab for 4 weeks.  Falling and 

breaking a hip is no fun.  I am on the road to recovery now. 

Naomi Mogler 

 

We wish to thank you all for your prayers and phone calls about our 

Great Granddaughter, Harper Lynn Marie.  She’s doing great now.  She 

has gained 2 more pounds since they came home from the hospital.  A 

special thank you to Pastor Paul.  You all are a blessing. 

     Fred & Donna Gorwill 

 

 Thank you for the beautiful flowers, cards and support during 

this time of loss of my mother, Lois J. Olsen.  A time of grief but also a 

time of celebration as we kno9w she is in a beautiful place. 

     Peace, Joy, Love 

     Kari Clark 

 

Thank You to all the volunteers who helped with the Pictorial 

Directory....because of you, we will be having a great 75 Anniversary 

Directory.  

Blessings, Ryan McCormick - Public Relations Chair 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE 

 Church office hours are 9-12 and 1-5 Monday through Friday. It is 

church policy to have the entrance doors locked during business hours if 

there is only one staff person in the building.  If a staff vehicle is in the 

parking lot, someone is available to let you in.  If you need into the 

church after hours for meetings, etc., please check with the office to 

check out an entrance key.  All rooms are locked, so if you need to get in 

to a room for your meeting, you will also need a key for that room.  
 


