
 

 

St. John Lutheran Church Congregation Members;  

 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ: 
  In Genesis 8:1 we read: “But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and the live-

stock that were with him in the ark, and he sent a wind over the earth, and the waters re-

ceded.”  During these last few months we might feel like Noah-feeling trapped inside a floating con-

tainer for a long time.  “Safe at home” has had its rewards but it often feels we are alone and aban-

doned.  We may feel confused or scared and anxious and losing patience.  Imagine Noah and his fam-

ily seeing the torrential downpour and being tossed back and forth on the rising floodwaters.  Noah 

perhaps felt that God had forgotten him.  Yet in Genesis 8 it is written: “God remembered Noah.”  

Through faith, Noah and his family were able to overcome their feelings of abandonment.  They had 

to struggle with their human natures-and so do we.  Because Noah had never experienced anything 

this serious in the past, he wondered if God would show compassion and remember him and his fam-

ily.  In the end, they conquered their anxieties.  But it came with a tremendous struggle.  In the same 

way as our human nature is weak it may seem that God may have forgotten or abandoned us.  Is it 

any wonder that we become hopeless when we feel as though God has abandoned us and everything 

seems to be going wrong? 

  My dear friends in Christ: Let us not lose hope!  Our Lord has NOT abandoned us.  The story of 

Noah gives us a model of faith, patience, and perseverance.  It teaches us that we must believe and 

trust God.  It also makes us aware of our need for patience.  Yet patience is unnecessary if we have 

no personal struggles and doubts. Even Jesus calls us to persevere in difficult situations when he says 

in Matthew 24:13: “But he who stands firm to the end will be saved.”  I am praying we perse-

vere and not lose faith.  I am praying for all of our members that we have patience in this difficult 

time.  I pray our struggles will prepare us for the joy that is coming following this pandemic.  Right 

now I feel like the apostle Paul who “longed for his people with the affection of Christ Jesus.”  May 

our Lord bless us with patience, perseverance and faith! 

In Christian love, 

Pastor Mueller 

 

 Fellow Christians in Christ, in an attempt to keep you all informed of what’s happening in our 

church circle Pastor Mueller, Tom Haberstein, Dick Popp and myself have put together this newsletter. 

We'll try and provide you with as much information as possible concerning activities in and associated 

with our church.  We hope you and your families all are staying safe during these trying times. 

 

 As you all know St. Johns has and continues to support the Christian Food Pantry now located in 

Lakewood by providing food donations, financial support and by providing volunteers.  The pantry has 

been serving approximately 25 to 30 families in the past.  Now with the effects of the Pandemic they 

have doubled their request for providing food supplies to those in need.  Please keep in mind that this 

Pantry is here to serve all those in need including members of our congregation.  If any of you could use 

support from the pantry feel free to contact Scott Wycherley at 715-850-0768.  We would like to thank 

all those that have provided support to the pantry in the past and especially now during this National 



Crisis.  Anyone wishing to support the pantry financially, can drop off their contributions at any of the 

Laona State Bank locations.  Just mark your envelope for the food pantry. 

 

 We would like to warn our members that with the Government Stimulus Checks coming our way, 

there will be those people out there looking to pray upon those that aren't sure what this money is to be 

used for and how you will get the money.  DO NOT respond to any phone calls, text messages, emails 

or US mail asking for your personnel information such as bank accounts or credit card information.  The 

payments will be directly deposited into you bank accounts if your income tax refunds have been sent to 

that account in the past or the checks will come in the mail direct to you.  This money is to be used to 

help you get through these difficult times and if you wish to help those in more serious need of help.  Just 

be careful when using this money to help others. 

 

 Jody has been coordinating a number of ladies to help sew facial masks for those that are having 

trouble finding them. The church phone is not working properly so please feel free to call her at 920-

495-2773 and she will deliver to you. 

 

 We want to take a minute to thank all of you that continue to support the church financially 

through these trying times by dropping donations off at one of the Laona State Bank locations.  The 

church continues to have financial obligations even though our services have been temporarily suspended 

due to the covid19 virus.   

 

 Over the past few weeks Pastor Mueller has been videotaping all of the weekly services with 

Cathy Lundgren's help.  They can be found on the Saint John Lutheran Church website.  Once on the 

web site go to the icon across the top of the home page to “FROM ST. JOHN” and click on it.  You'll see 

three locations you can go to.  Click on “SERMONS” and you'll see the list of all the sermons available.  

For those of you without computer access Scott has DVDs available that can be put in your DVD player 

to watch on your TV.  Feel free to contact him for a copy and to be put on his weekly request list if you 

wish. We would like to thank the following; Pastor Neider, Scott Wycherley, Liz Couillard and Melody 

Stake for their contributions on making this happen. 

 

  So far our congregation has been fortunate in that none of our members have been diagnosed 

with the corona virus but please don't let your guard down and feel the worst has passed us by. There are 

cases in Oconto County. There are a number of people in the state that haven't been quite so lucky so the 

threat still exists.  I'm sure a number of you know someone who has the virus and may know of someone 

that has passed from this deadly virus.  

 I know many of you have been wondering when we can get back to church and begin attending 

church services and doing GODs work.  Unfortunately, that is not up to our church Board of Directors.  

We have guide lines that are dictated by the Federal Government, State and local Governments, the 

Missouri Synod and our local District Counsel.  Once they have determined when we can reopen our 

doors they will also issues directives on what periodicals must be followed.  Until then please stay safe 

and feel free to call the church if you need any assistance what so ever.  We are still here to serve our 

congregation members. 

 

 President Ken Schwebke  _________________________ 

 

Pastor Mueller __________________________ 

 

Board Of Elders Chairman Tom Haberstein ____________________ 


