
Welcome in the name of Jesus!  
We’re so glad to have you join us in worship of our Lord!  If you are a guest with us today, please stop by the registration 

book at the back of church. 
 

Policy Regarding the Lord’s Supper 
When our Family of Faith celebrates the Lord’s Supper, we believe Jesus Christ gives us not only bread and wine but His 
very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins. Our Lord invites to His table the baptized who trust His 
words, repent of all sin, and forgive and love as He forgives and loves us. Those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and 
blood unworthily do so to their great harm. Any who are not yet instructed or who hold a confession of faith differing from 
that of the LCMS are asked to please refrain from communing today. 
 

In the Lord’s service today: 
Rev. Martin Kaufmann, vacancy pastor 

Cheryl Long, organist 
Jacob Olsson, elder 
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Confession and Absolution 
 
 

Opening Hymn     
O Come, O Come Emmanuel        LSB 357, sts. 1-4  

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
 

Tune: French, 15th cent. 
 
 

Text and tune: Public domain

Invocation  
 

P   In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.                   Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C Who made heaven and earth.                          Psalm 124:8 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C  But with You there is forgiveness; therefore, You are feared.       Psalm 130:3-4 
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body 

and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together, as His people, let us 
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.                 Luke 18:13 

C  Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered 

us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new 
life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and 
praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 
Introit    Psalm 130; 5-8; antiphon: Isaiah 64:1

Oh that you would rend the heavens and come 
down, 
 that the mountains might quake at your  
 presence. 
I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 
 and in his word I hope; 
my soul waits for the Lord more than 
watchmen for the morning, 
 more than watchmen for the morning. 
O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD 
there is steadfast love, 
 and with him is plentiful redemption. 

And he will redeem Israel 
 from all his iniquities. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Oh that you would rend the heavens and come 
down, 
 that the mountains might quake at your  
 presence. 
 
 

 
 
Kyrie     LSB 204          Mark 10:47         

 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day                                                                    

P The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 
C  Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh 

us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 

Old Testament Reading                                 Isaiah 7:10-17 

 10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high 
as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” 13And he said, “Hear 
then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the 
Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 
16For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose two kings you 
dread will be deserted. 17The LORD will bring upon you and upon your people and upon your father’s 
house such days as have not come since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.” 
  
 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

  



4 
 

Epistle                         Romans 1:1-7 
                               

 1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2which he 
promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3concerning his Son, who was descended 
from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit 
of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received 
grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 
6including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
 7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 
 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

 
Alleluia and Verse 

 
 
              

 
 
 
 
 
 

                          John 20:31 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Holy Gospel                        Matthew 1:18-25  

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 
C  Glory to You, O Lord. 

   
18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to 
Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband 
Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he 
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of 
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All 
this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded 
him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ.  
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Nicene Creed          LSB 206 

I believe in one God, 
the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, 
very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made; 
Who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary 
and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according to 
the Scriptures 
and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
And He will come again with glory to judge 
both the living and the dead, 
Whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord and giver of life, 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
Who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, 
Who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 

Hymn of the Day 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357, sts. 5-7 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
 

Tune: French, 15th cent. 
 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

Sermon      This Present Sign (Isaiah 7:10-17)                 Rev. Martin Kaufmann 
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Prayers of the Church                            2 Timothy 2:1-4 

P …Lord, in Your mercy,  
C Hear our prayer. 

 
 
 

Offering 
 
 
 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.                   2 Timothy 4:22 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord.                2 Colossians 3:1 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.             Psalm 136 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow 
on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You 
sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into 
death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to 
all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus  LSB 208    Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9  
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your 
only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

 

 In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John the Baptist, to proclaim that in Christ the 
kingdom of heaven draws near. 

 

With thankful hearts we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” confident that in His body and blood, given us to 
eat and drink, we receive the forgiveness of sins and so proclaim His death until He comes again in 
glory. 
 

  Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

The Words of Our Lord            Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians11:23-25 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 

Pax Domini 
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always.              John 20:19 
C  Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei          LSB 210               John 1:29  
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Distribution Hymns  
O Little Town of Bethlehem           LSB 361

 

 

 

 
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835–93 
Tune: Lewis H. Redner, 1831–1908 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

O Sing of Christ LSB 362, sts. 1, 4 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: English; adapt. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 
Text: © 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001382 
Tune: Public domain 
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Nunc Dimittis         LSB 211          Luke 2:29-32 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 
C    We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 
 
 

Benedicamus and Benediction 
P Let us bless the Lord.                       Psalm 103:1 
C Thanks be to God.  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make His face shine upon and be gracious unto you. 
            The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.         Numbers 6:24-26 
C  
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Closing Hymn   
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus             LSB 338 

 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 
Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven 
Text and tune: Public domain 

  

Sunday School Christmas Program 
Christmas Eve  7:00 pm 
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Church News 
PRAYER LIST 
For the family of Joy Komnick, who passed away this 
past Tuesday. 
 

For Regina McKernan as she has faced a setback and 
was admitted to the ICU, and continued prayers for 
her son Scott as he heals. 
 

Alissa Mercier, past teacher at STJNB and now at OS, 
as she goes through treatments for breast cancer. 
 

Ron Krohse, for heart-related health issues. 
 

The pastor call process. 
 

To add a prayer request, please contact Rachael 
Davenport or Pastor Kaufmann. 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
The Sunday School children invite you to once again 
hear the story of Jesus’ birth as they present "A Night 
Like No Other" at 7:00 PM on December 24. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL PARENTS 
Children should meet in the church basement by 6:30 
PM Christmas Eve. 
 

THANK YOU! 
Dear members of St. John’s, 
Thank you for your recognition of my 25 years of 
ministry as a pastor and the gift of money.  Your 
love, kindness, and generosity make St. John’s such 
a wonderful Christian fellowship.   
Yours in Christ, Pastor Kaufmann 
 

DOUG LARSON CDS 
Christmas is fast approaching, and your sesquicentennial 
committee is still offering various Doug Larson CDs.  They 
make wonderful gifts and stocking stuffers, and they are 
free.  Please take advantage of this offer and enjoy the 
wonderful Christian music. 
 

LITTLE DRESSES FOR MISSIONS 
Mark your calendars for Little Dresses in 2023 – 
Saturday, Jan 14th, Feb 11th, Mar 11th.  Contact 
Christina Lionts if you have any questions. 
 

PASTOR CALL UPDATE 
Rev. Jeffrey Dock is considering our call.  He is pastor 
of Trinity Lutheran Church in Louisiana, Missouri, as 
well as Good Shepherd Lutheran in Bolling Green, 
Missouri.  He is married to Elizabeth and they have 4 
children: Lydia, 13, Peter, 12, Paul, 9, and Martha, 6. 

REQUEST FOR E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
We would be delighted to e-mail to you copies of Voters 
Assembly Minutes, periodic Treasurer’s Reports, and 
Offering Statements.  Please forward your e-mail address 
to Rachael Davenport at socialmedia@stjnb.org and we 
will transmit this information accordingly.  Please be 
reminded that your Offering Statement will be e-mailed to 
you in an encrypted format for your privacy. 
 

LWML MITE GRANT UPDATE 
With JOY and thanks, the LWML CID is pleased to 
announce that Mite Grant # 3 has been funded. A 
check in the amount of $8,100 has been sent to 
Orphan Grain Train, St Louis. These funds will be used 
to replenish food and household items that are 
distributed to nearly a dozen area LCMS 
congregational pantries. Local people are then 
supplied with these essential needs. We pray that God 
would continue to use Orphan Grain Train in helping 
these needy citizens. God will bless many with your 
mites especially during this holiday season! 
 

TODAY IN SUNDAY SCHOOL 
We studied the account of Daniel in “A Trap and a 
Release.” Daniel’s promotion to a high leadership role 
in Babylon causes political jealousy among Enduring 
Faith King Darius decrees that everyone must worship 
only him, but Daniel remains faithful to the one true 
God, praying three times daily. The king condemns 
Daniel to the lions’ den, but God’s angel shuts the 
lions’ mouths so Daniel remains unharmed. For 
discussion at home this week: How does God protect 
His people from danger today? 
 

KFUO 
CHRIST FOR YOU this week on KFUO.org: Enjoy music 
for the seasons of Advent and Christmas, hear history 
and theology of Hymns for Advent on Sharper Iron 
(weekdays at 8:00 AM CT), and study Exodus 28-32 on Thy 
Strong Word (weekdays at 11:00 AM CT). The Twelve 
Days of Christmas begins December 24 through January 
8! Hear special Christmas programming during this time. 
Regular programming resumes January 9! 
 

PASTORAL CARE PHONE NUMBERS AND HOURS 
Pastor’s office hours are now by appointment. 
Pastor Kaufmann: (217) 503-7865 
Elders--Jim Whalen: (217) 675-2478; Jacob Olsson: 
(217) 638-5209; Bob Dalton: (217) 341-9687. 

mailto:socialmedia@stjnb.org
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CAMP CILCA NEWS 
Act Like Men Retreat--January 20-22, 2023 
Men in high school and up will gather for a weekend of 
activity and instruction, food and encouragement. 
Assertiveness, health & fitness, competence, vocation, 
adventure, piety, and more will be discussed and 
practiced. Don't miss this opportunity to gather with 
other Christian Men and explore what Saint Paul meant 
when he admonished the Corinthians to "act like men." 
(1 Corinthians 16:13)  $50 per person. Participants will 
stay in the Retreat Center, a 42-bed dorm-style house. 
Meals will be provided. You will need to being your own 
bedding, towels, and toiletries. Register today at 
cilca.org/act-like-men-retreat.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NIGHT OF HOPE AT TRINITY, AUBURN 
Well before the pandemic hit, Barna research—as well 
as others’—found that young people, namely 
Millennials and Gen Z, are more likely than past 
generations to report battling with mental health 
issues. In research conducted for The Connected 
Generation, Barna’s largest-ever study, half of U.S. 18–
35-year-olds (49%) reported feeling anxiety over 
important decisions and also expressed a fear of 
failing. Over three in 10 said they often felt sad or 
depressed (39%) or lonely and isolated from 
others (34%). The mental health strain teens and 
young adults were under pre-pandemic has 
only intensified during the crisis.  
 

In response to this, it is our desire to host… A Night of 
Hope: Where God, Art, and Mental Health Meet.  
 

Join Tanner Olson, Heidi Goehmann, and Blake Flattley 
for a night of poetry, music, and tools for meeting our 
mental health with hope. This event connects people 
to resources that help them breach stigma, rest in 
God, and build strength to love themselves and those 
around them well, no matter the challenge.                   
 

Join us at Trinity, Auburn, for this event geared toward 
high school youth and adults on Sunday, January 29, 
2023 from 2 pm-6 pm. Please reach out to Trinity, 
Auburn at tlcauburnil@gmail.com with questions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Announcements should be sent to Rachael 
Davenport by noon on Thursdays.  Contact Rachael at 
socialmedia@stjnb.org or (217) 883-8558 (call/text). 
 

mailto:socialmedia@stjnb.org
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