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Confession and Absolution 
 

 

A member of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 

308 E. Gibson St. † New Berlin, IL 
Sunday School and Bible Study 10:00 AM † Divine Worship 11:00 AM 

† Third Sunday in Advent † December 11, 2022 † 

Welcome in the name of Jesus!  
We’re so glad to have you join us to worship our Lord!  If you are a guest with us today, please 

introduce yourself to our pastor and stop by the registration book at the back of church. 
 

In the Lord’s service today: 
Rev. Martin Kaufmann, interim pastor 

Connie Komnick, organist 
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Opening Hymn  
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus       LSB 332 

 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 
Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.                 Hebrews 10:22 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C Who made heaven and earth.                      Psalm 124:8 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.                     Psalm 32:5 
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 
sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 
to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce 
the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.                      John 20:19-23 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 
Introit                        Psalm 71:14-18; antiphon: Philippians 4:4

Rejoice in the Lord always; 
 again I will say, Rejoice. 
I will hope continually 
 and will praise you yet more and more. 
My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, of 
your deeds of salvation all the day, 
 for their number is past my knowledge. 
With the mighty deeds of the Lord GOD I will 
come; 
 I will remind them of your righteousness,  
 yours alone. 
 
 
 
 
 

O God, from my youth you have taught me, 
 and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds. 
So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do 
not forsake me, 
 until I proclaim your might to another  
 generation, your power to all those to come. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Rejoice in the Lord always; 
 again I will say, Rejoice. 
 
 
 
 
 

Kyrie     LSB 186          Mark 10:47         
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day                                            LSB 189            2 Timothy 4:22     
                 

P The Lord be with you. 
 

  
 

 

P Let us pray. 

C Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts 
by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading                                             Isaiah 35:1-10
1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; 
  the desert shall rejoice and blossom like  
  the crocus; 
2it shall blossom abundantly 
  and rejoice with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
  the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the LORD, 
  the majesty of our God. 
3Strengthen the weak hands, 
  and make firm the feeble knees. 
4Say to those who have an anxious heart, 
  “Be strong; fear not! 
Behold, your God 
  will come with vengeance, 
with the recompense of God. 
  He will come and save you.” 
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6then shall the lame man leap like a deer, 
  and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 

For waters break forth in the wilderness, 
  and streams in the desert; 
7the burning sand shall become a pool, 
  and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, 
  the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
8And a highway shall be there, 
  and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; 
the unclean shall not pass over it. 
  It shall belong to those who walk on the way; 
  even if they are fools, they shall not go astray. 
9No lion shall be there, 
  nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
they shall not be found there, 
  but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return 
  and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
  they shall obtain gladness and joy, 
  and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle                           James 5:7-11 

 7Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious 
fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also, be patient. 
Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9Do not grumble against one another, brothers, 
so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. 10As an example of suffering and 
patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11Behold, we consider those 
blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose 
of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia  
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Holy Gospel                             Matthew 11:2-15 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 
   
  
 
  

  
 2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3and said to him, 
“Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 4And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell 
John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the 
deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. 6And blessed is the 
one who is not offended by me.” 
 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into 
the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in 
soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 9What then did you go out to 
see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is he of whom it is written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 
 who will prepare your way before you.’ 

11Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. 
Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12From the days of John the Baptist 
until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. 13For all the 
Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 14and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to 
come. 15He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 
  

 
P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  
 

 

 
 

 

Apostles’ Creed          LSB 192
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
            And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven  

 
 

and sits at the right hand of God the  
       Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the 
  living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen.

 
Children’s Message                                             Pastor Martin Kaufmann 
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Hymn of the Day  
Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring       LSB 353 

 

 

 

 
Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903, alt. 
Tune: Geistreiches Gesang-Buch, 1698, Darmstadt 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

 

Sermon                       God Changes Everything (Isaiah 35:1-10)                     Pastor Martin Kaufmann 
 

 

Offertory        LSB 192               Psalm 51:10-12    
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Offering and Offering Prayer 
P  Let us pray.  
C Lord Jesus, You raised us from death to life by the power of Spirit-given faith in Your death 

and resurrection. Use these offerings to raise people from death to life through Your living 
Spirit, here and throughout the world. Amen. 

 
 
 

Prayers of the Church                   2 Timothy 2:1-4 
P …Lord, in Your mercy,  
C Hear our prayer. 

 
 
 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

 earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

P The Lord be with you.                   2 Timothy 4:22 
  

 
 

 

P Bless we the Lord.            Psalm 103:1 
  

  
 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.           Numbers 6:24-26 
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Closing Hymn   
Hark the Glad Sound            LSB 331 

 

 

 
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–51 
Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734–1820 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

Church News 
 

PRAYER LIST 
For Regina McKernan as she has faced a setback and 
was admitted to the ICU, and continued prayers for 
her son Scott as he heals. 
 

Alissa Mercier, past teacher at STJNB and now at OS, 
as she goes through treatments for breast cancer. 
 

Ron Krohse, for heart-related health issues. 
 

The pastor call process. 
 

To add a prayer request, please contact Rachael 
Davenport or Pastor Kaufmann. 
 

THANK YOU! 
Dear St. John’s Family,  
Thank you to everyone for your prayers, well wishes, 
meals, and visits during my recovery.  I am now into 
cardiac rehab 3 times a week for 36 sessions and am 
slowly getting stronger.  May the Lord bless you and 
your families as we come to the celebration of our 
Lord’s birth.  --Bob Dalton 
 

ANGEL TREE 
Thank you to everyone for the Angel Tree 
donations!  We collected 33 packages of underwear 
and 14 brushes which were delivered on Friday. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL PARENTS—PRACTICE TIMES 
Practice for the Christmas Eve program on December 
18 will be during Sunday School with an early start at 
9:45 AM.  On December 18, there will be 2 practices.   A 
family lunch will follow immediately after church with 
the second practice from 12:30-1:30 PM.  
 

PASTOR CALL UPDATE 
Last Sunday, the voters called Rev. Jeffrey Dock.  He is 
pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church in Louisiana, 
Missouri, as well as Good Shepherd Lutheran in Bolling 
Green, Missouri.  He is married to Elizabeth and they 
have 4 children: Lydia, 13, Peter, 12, Paul, 9, and 
Martha, 6. 
 

DARTBALL 
December dartball will be played at Sherman on 
December 12 starting at 7:00. 
 

DOUG LARSON CDS 
Christmas is fast approaching, and your sesquicentennial 
committee is still offering various Doug Larson CDs.  They 
make wonderful gifts and stocking stuffers, and they are 
free.  Please take advantage of this offer and enjoy the 
wonderful Christian music. 
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REQUEST FOR E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
We would be delighted to e-mail to you copies of 
Voters Assembly Minutes, periodic Treasurer’s 
Reports, and Offering Statements.  Please forward 
your e-mail address to Rachael Davenport at 
socialmedia@stjnb.org and we will transmit this 
information accordingly.  Please be reminded that 
your Offering Statement will be e-mailed to you in an 
encrypted format for your privacy. 
 

LWML DEC 2022 MISSION GRANT #5 – FAMILY LIFE 
CENTER IN EFFINGHAM - $5,000 
Enabled by this grant, the Family Life Center would 
provide material needs, education and support to 
women, men and families experiencing pregnancy, 
parenting and related issues to living abundant lives. 
Items purchased would include infant items, 
educational materials for its Parents-To-Be, MOMZ 
and DADZ programs as well as helping with 
transportation expenses. Volunteers share the source 
of their hope and peace, found in Jesus Christ.  Pray 
that the Family Life Center and those like it, are able to 
aid in family crisis times and are able to share the 
saving grace and love of our Savior. Support this grant 
by donating to your church’s LWML group mite fund. 
 

LITTLE DRESSES FOR MISSIONS 
Mark your calendars for Little Dresses in 2023 – 
Saturday, Jan 14th, Feb 11th, Mar 11th.  Contact 
Christina Lionts if you have any questions. 
 

KFUO 
CHRIST FOR YOU this week on KFUO.org: Hear the 
history and theology of Advent Hymnody on Sharper Iron 
(weekdays at 8:00 AM CT), study Exodus 23-27 on Thy 
Strong Word (weekdays at 11:00 AM CT), and hear 
Advent midweek worship from Village Lutheran Church 
in Ladue, MO, on 12/14 at 12:00 PM CT. Find your favorite 
programs on demand at kfuo.org or the KFUO Radio app! 
 

PASTOR KAUFMANN’S OFFICE HOURS 
Pastor’s office hours are now by appointment. 
 

PASTORAL CARE PHONE NUMBERS 
Pastor Kaufmann: (217) 503-7865 
Elders--Jim Whalen: (217) 675-2478; Jacob Olsson: 
(217) 638-5209; Bob Dalton: (217) 341-9687. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY IN SUNDAY SCHOOL 
“Comfort in Captivity” was the theme for our lesson this 
week. When Nebuchadnezzar takes the Israelites into 
exile in Babylon, Jeremiah writes to the exiles, assuring 
them of God’s continuing care for them. Through 
Jeremiah, God promises a new covenant where His 
people will live eternally through Jesus. For discussion 
at home this week: “How does God comfort us today?”  
 

CAMP CILCA NEWS 
Act Like Men Retreat--January 20-22, 2023 
Men in high school and up will gather for a weekend of 
activity and instruction, food and encouragement. 
Assertiveness, health & fitness, competence, vocation, 
adventure, piety, and more will be discussed and 
practiced. Don't miss this opportunity to gather with 
other Christian Men and explore what Saint Paul meant 
when he admonished the Corinthians to "act like men." 
(1 Corinthians 16:13)  $50 per person. Participants will 
stay in the Retreat Center, a 42-bed dorm-style house. 
Meals will be provided. You will need to being your own 
bedding, towels, and toiletries. Register today at 
cilca.org/act-like-men-retreat.   
 

NIGHT OF HOPE AT TRINITY, AUBURN 
Well before the pandemic hit, Barna research—as well 
as others’—found that young people, namely 
Millennials and Gen Z, are more likely than past 
generations to report battling with mental health 
issues. In research conducted for The Connected 
Generation, Barna’s largest-ever study, half of U.S. 18–
35-year-olds (49%) reported feeling anxiety over 
important decisions and also expressed a fear of 
failing. Over three in 10 said they often felt sad or 
depressed (39%) or lonely and isolated from 
others (34%). The mental health strain teens and 
young adults were under pre-pandemic has 
only intensified during the crisis.  
 

In response to this, it is our desire to host… A Night of 
Hope: Where God, Art, and Mental Health Meet.  
 

Join Tanner Olson, Heidi Goehmann, and Blake Flattley 
for a night of poetry, music, and tools for meeting our 
mental health with hope. This event connects people 
to resources that help them breach stigma, rest in 
God, and build strength to love themselves and those 
around them well, no matter the challenge.                   
 

Join us at Trinity, Auburn, for this event geared toward 
high school youth and adults on Sunday, January 29, 
2023 from 2 pm-6 pm. Please reach out to Trinity, 
Auburn at tlcauburnil@gmail.com with questions. 

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Announcements should be sent to Rachael 

Davenport by noon on Thursdays.  Contact Rachael at 
socialmedia@stjnb.org or (217) 883-8558 (call/text). 
 

mailto:socialmedia@stjnb.org
mailto:socialmedia@stjnb.org
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