
Welcome in the name of Jesus!  
We’re so glad to have you join us in worship of our Lord!  If you are a guest with us today, please stop by the registration 

book at the back of church. 
 

Policy Regarding the Lord’s Supper 
When our Family of Faith celebrates the Lord’s Supper, we believe Jesus Christ gives us not only bread and wine but His 
very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins. Our Lord invites to His table the baptized who trust His 
words, repent of all sin, and forgive and love as He forgives and loves us. Those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and 
blood unworthily do so to their great harm. Any who are not yet instructed or who hold a confession of faith differing from 
that of the LCMS are asked to please refrain from communing today. 
 

In the Lord’s service today: 
Rev. Martin Kaufmann, vacancy pastor 

Cheryl Long, organist 
Jacob Olsson, elder 
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Confession and Absolution 
 

Opening Hymn     
Of the Father’s Love Begotten       LSB 384 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

P   In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.                   Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C Who made heaven and earth.                          Psalm 124:8 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C  But with You there is forgiveness; therefore, You are feared.       Psalm 130:3-4 
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body 

and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together, as His people, let us 
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.                 Luke 18:13 

C  Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
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P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered 
us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new 
life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and 
praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
Introit   1 Samuel 2:1b, 2, 5b-7; antiphon: Luke 1:46b-47 
 

My soul magnifies the Lord, 
 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 
My mouth derides my enemies, 
 because I rejoice in your salvation. 
There is none holy like the LORD; 
 there is none besides you; there is no 
rock like our God. 
The barren has borne seven, 
 but she who has many children is forlorn. 
 
 

The LORD kills and brings to life; 
 he brings down to Sheol and raises up. 
The LORD makes poor and makes rich; 
 he brings low and he exalts. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
My soul magnifies the Lord, 
 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 
 

 

Kyrie     LSB 204          Mark 10:47         

 

Gloria in Excelsis        LSB 204        Luke 2:14; John 1:29  
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Salutation and Collect of the Day                                                                    
P The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 
C  Stir up our Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins 

which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading                      Micah 5:2-5a
 

2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
 who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
 one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 
 from ancient days. 
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
 when she who is in labor has given birth; 
then the rest of his brothers shall return 
 to the people of Israel. 
4And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 
 to the ends of the earth. 
5And he shall be their peace. 

 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Epistle                    Hebrews 10:5-10 
                               

 5When Christ came into the world, he said, 
“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
 but a body have you prepared for me; 
6in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
 you have taken no pleasure. 
7Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, 
 as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’” 

8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt 
offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9then he added, “Behold, I have come 
to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10And by that will we have been 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
  
  
P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia and Verse 

 
 

              
 
 
 
 
 
 

                          John 20:31 
 

 
 
 
 
Holy Gospel                              Luke 1:39-45  

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 
C  Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
  
 39In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 40and she 
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, 
the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42and she exclaimed with a 
loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43And why is this granted 
to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44For behold, when the sound of your greeting came 
to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a 
fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.” 
  

 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ.  
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Nicene Creed          LSB 206 

I believe in one God, 
the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, 
very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made; 
Who for us men and for our salvation came down 
from heaven 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 
Mary 
and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according to 
the Scriptures 
and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
And He will come again with glory to judge 
both the living and the dead, 
Whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord and giver of life, 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
Who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, 
Who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 
sins, 
and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 

Hymn of the Day 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357, v 1-4 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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Sermon The Postures of Advent: Jump for Joy (Luke 1:44)  Rev. Martin Kaufmann 

Prayers of the Church           2 Timothy 2:1-4 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C Hear our prayer. 

Offering 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.             2 Timothy 4:22 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord.   2 Colossians 3:1 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.        Psalm 136 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow 
on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You 
sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into 
death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to 
all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus LSB 208   Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9  
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P  Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your 
only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John the Baptist, to proclaim that in Christ the 
kingdom of heaven draws near. 

With thankful hearts we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” confident that in His body and blood, given us to 
eat and drink, we receive the forgiveness of sins and so proclaim His death until He comes again in 
glory. 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord         Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians11:23-25 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Pax Domini 
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always.         John 20:19 
C Amen. 

Agnus Dei LSB 210    John 1:29  
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Distribution Hymns 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  LSB 357, v 5-7 

Tune and text: Public domain 

Text and tune: Public domain 

Jesus Came, The Heavens Adoring      LSB 353
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 211        Luke 2:29-32

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 
C  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Benedicamus and Benediction 
P Let us bless the Lord.           Psalm 103:1 
C Thanks be to God.  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon and be gracious unto you. 
            The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.  Numbers 6:24-26 
C
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Closing Hymn   
Arise, O Christian People              LSB 354 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Church News 
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING AFTER CHURCH 
The Church Council will meet briefly after church 
today for scheduling purposes. 

PASTOR KAUFMANN’S OFFICE HOURS 
Office hours are 10:00 AM – noon on Mondays, with 
no office hours on December 27 and January 3. 

UPCOMING SERVICES 
Midweek Advent Service, Dec. 22 at 7:00 PM; Christmas 
Eve, 7:00 PM; Christmas Day, 11:00 AM. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS EVE PRACTICE 
The children will practice from 1-2 PM today for the 
Christmas Eve Program.  Lunch will be provided 
immediately after church for those children and 
parents who wish to stay. 
     On Christmas Eve, the children should meet in 
the church basement no later than 6:30 PM for a 
brief practice prior to the service.  Children should 
wear dress clothes for the program. 

TODAY IN SUNDAY SCHOOL 
“The Seeing Sign” was the title for this week’s 
lesson. When Jesus encounters a man born blind, 
His disciples assume the man’s sin or his parents’ sin 
is the cause of the blindness. Jesus explains the 
man’s blindness was so the works of God might be 
displayed in him. Jesus restores the man's sight and 
the Pharisees, try to claim the man was never blind. 
When the man asserts the truth of his healing, the 
Pharisees cast him out. Encountering Jesus once 
again, the man confesses his faith in the Son of Man. 
For discussion at home this week:  What kind of 
blindness do you have? How has Jesus removed that 
blindness? 

DOUG LARSON CDS 
The Doug Larson CDs are still available at no 
charge.  They are one of the final parts of our 150th 
anniversary celebration.  Doug has been blessed with 
a wonderful voice, and these items would make great 
stocking stuffers for young and not so young alike. 

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Announcements should be sent to Rachael 
Davenport by noon on Thursdays.  Contact Rachael at 
socialmedia@stjnb.org or (217) 883-8558 (call/text). 

GAME COLLECTION REMINDER 
Check your closet for the game collection to which 
you may be able to donate.  See previous article for 
details.  Matthew 25:34 "When I was in prison, you 
came to visit Me."   Matthew 25:39 "When did I visit 
you in prison?"  Matthew 23:40  " I tell you the truth, 
whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers of mine, you did for Me." 

Do you have games in your closet that are no longer 
being used?  Mary Martha is collecting games for the 
activity department at the Jacksonville Prison Facility. 
Any game is welcome; however, games with dice 
cannot be accepted.  NO DICE, please.  Children’s 
games are welcome for the visitor center; just 
remember, no dice.  Checkers, chess, card games, 
puzzles, crosswords, word searches, sudoku, and 
coloring books are welcome, also.  There is a box at 
the west entrance to deposit your donation.  Please 
check that there are no missing pieces in the games 
and no dice.  Thank you! 

VOTING MEMBERSHIP 
If you would like to become a voting member of the 
congregation, please give notice of your intention to 
the Pastor or one of the Elders, and please read the 
constitution and by-laws of the congregation.  At a 
subsequent constitutional meeting of the voting 
members and in the presence of the applicants, the 
Pastor shall present such applications to the voting 
members. Upon unanimous vote of the voting 
members present, those that have applied shall, 
after having signed the constitution and by-laws of 
the congregation, be declared voting members.   The 
by-laws note the regular meetings of the voting 
assembly to be held in January, May, and October of 
each year.  If you would like to vote during the 
process of calling a Pastor to serve our congregation, 
you will need to become a voting member. 

PASTORAL CARE 
If you are in need of Pastoral Care, please contact 
Pastor Kaufmann or an Elder: Pastor Kaufmann 
(217) 503-7865; Jim Whalen (217) 675-2478; Jacob
Olsson (217) 638-5209; Bob Dalton (217) 341-9687.

mailto:socialmedia@stjnb.org
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KFUO 
KFUO Radio, a media ministry extension of LCMS 
congregations, shares Christ for you anytime, 
anywhere on KFUO.org via worship services, Bible 
and theology studies, practical talk programs, and 
sacred music. You can find programs on demand at 
kfuo.org and wherever you get your podcasts! Find 
us on social: @KFUOradio on Facebook, Twitter, 
and Instagram. 
 

CHRIST FOR YOU this week on KFUO.org: Hear 
"Advent with the Apostles" on Sharper Iron 
(weekdays at 8:00 AM CT), study Matthew 5-7 on Thy 
Strong Word (weekdays at 11:00 AM CT), and hear 
the final midweek Advent service from Village 
Lutheran Ladue at 12:00 AM CT on 12/22. Special 
"Twelve Days of Christmas" programming begins 
December 24 with sacred music, scripture, and 
prayer for the Christmas season! Tune in at kfuo.org 
or on the KFUO Radio app. 
 

“I REMEMBER…” 
A Two-Fold Observation by Betty Ryan 
 

Seventy-six years ago, when I was six years old, my 
family moved to this area in late November of that 
year.  Rev. Hein made a special trip to welcome us, 
and to give me my first Christmas program piece.  "Ah 
dearest Jesus, Holy Child, make Thee a bed-soft 
undefiled, Within my heart that it may be, a quiet 
chamber kept for Thee."  (Note - I was disappointed 
that the words have been changed slightly in our LSB 
#358 verse 13.) It was Christmas Eve and I remember 
being awe-struck by the tree - a giant tree as high as 
the ceiling!  The beautiful tree was all lit up!  What a 
sight to behold as a 6 year old child!  This brings me 
to my second "I Remember":  Rev. Hein, Rev. Fessler, 
Rev. A.J. Bueltman, Rev. Jording.  When was the title 
"Pastor begun?  (I like "Pastor" just fine.)  How do you 
remember it? 
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