
Welcome in the name of Jesus!  
We’re so glad to have you join us in worship of our Lord!  If you are a guest with us today, please stop by the registration 

book at the back of church. 
 

Policy Regarding the Lord’s Supper 
When our Family of Faith celebrates the Lord’s Supper, we believe Jesus Christ gives us not only bread and wine but His 
very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins. Our Lord invites to His table the baptized who trust His 
words, repent of all sin, and forgive and love as He forgives and loves us. Those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and 
blood unworthily do so to their great harm. Any who are not yet instructed or who hold a confession of faith differing from 
that of the LCMS are asked to please refrain from communing today. 
 

In the Lord’s service today: 
Rev. Martin Kaufmann, vacancy pastor 

Cheryl Long, organist 
Jim Whalen, elder 
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Confession and Absolution 
 
 

Opening Hymn     
Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates      LSB 341 

 

 

 

 

 
 
P   In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.                   Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C Who made heaven and earth.                          Psalm 124:8 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C  But with You there is forgiveness; therefore, You are feared.       Psalm 130:3-4 
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body 

and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together, as His people, let us 
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.                 Luke 18:13 
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C  Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered 

us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new 
life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and 
praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
Introit   Psalm 81:8, 10-11, 13; antiphon: Luke 3:4b 
 

The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
 “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his 
paths straight.” 
Hear, O my people, while I admonish you! 
 O Israel, if you would but listen to me! 
I am the LORD your God, who brought you up 
out of the land of Egypt. 
 Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it. 
But my people did not listen to my voice; 

 Israel would not submit to me. 
Oh, that my people would listen to me, 
 that Israel would walk in my ways! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
 “Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
his paths straight.”

  

Kyrie     LSB 204          Mark 10:47         

 

 

Gloria in Excelsis        LSB 204        Luke 2:14; John 1:29  
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Salutation and Collect of the Day                                                                    
P The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 
C  Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His 

coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 
Old Testament Reading                   Malachi 3:1-7b
 

 1“Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you seek 
will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is 
coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he 
appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. 3He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, 
and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in 
righteousness to the LORD. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in 
the days of old and as in former years. 
 5“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, against the 
adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the 
widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD 
of hosts. 
 6“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. 7From the days 
of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them.” 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 
Epistle                 Philippians 1:2-11 
                               

 2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 3I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4always in every prayer of mine for you all making my 
prayer with joy, 5because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 6And I am sure of 
this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is 
right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with 
me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my 
witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9And it is my prayer that your love may 
abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, 10so that you may approve what is excellent, 
and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 
  
P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia and Verse 

 
 

              
 
 
 
 
 
 

                          John 20:31 
 

 
 
 
 
Holy Gospel                                Luke 3:1-20  

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter. 
C  Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
 1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, and Herod 
being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 
Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came 
to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3And he went into all the region around the Jordan, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4As it is written in the book of the words 
of Isaiah the prophet, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
 make his paths straight. 
5Every valley shall be filled, 
 and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall become straight, 
 and the rough places shall become level ways, 
6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

 7He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up 
children for Abraham. 9Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
 10And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 11And he answered them, “Whoever has two 
tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” 12Tax collectors also 
came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” 13And he said to them, “Collect no 
more than you are authorized to do.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said 
to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with your 
wages.” 
 15As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether 
he might be the Christ, 16John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier 
than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and with fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
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5 God the Father was His source, 
Back to God He ran His course. 
Into hell His road went down, 
Back then to His throne and crown. 

 
6  For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 
By Your mighty pow’r make whole 
All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 
7  From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 
Darkness there no more resides; 
In this light faith now abides. 

 
D 8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 
Glory to the Spirit be 
Now and through eternity. 

 

 18So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. 19But Herod the tetrarch, who 
had been reproved by him for Herodias, his brother’s wife, and for all the evil things that Herod had done, 
20added this to them all, that he locked up John in prison. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ.  

 
Nicene Creed          LSB 206 

I believe in one God, 
the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, 
very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made; 
Who for us men and for our salvation came down 
from heaven 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 
Mary 
and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according to 
the Scriptures 
and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
And He will come again with glory to judge 
both the living and the dead, 
Whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord and giver of life, 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
Who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, 
Who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 
sins, 
and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 

Hymn of the Day 
Savior of the Nations, Come LSB 332 

 

 

 
 
Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001382 
Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon                             The Postures of Advent: On Your Knees (Mark 1:4)             Rev. Martin Kaufmann 
  
 

Prayers of the Church                            2 Timothy 2:1-4 
 

P Lord, in Your mercy,  
C Hear our prayer. 

 
 

Offering 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.                   2 Timothy 4:22 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord.                2 Colossians 3:1 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.             Psalm 136 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow 
on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You 
sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into 
death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to 
all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus  LSB 208    Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9  
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P  Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your 
only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
  
In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John the Baptist, to proclaim that in Christ the 
kingdom of heaven draws near. 
  
With thankful hearts we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” confident that in His body and blood, given us to 
eat and drink, we receive the forgiveness of sins and so proclaim His death until He comes again in 
glory. 
  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord            Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians11:23-25 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always.              John 20:19 
C  Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei          LSB 210               John 1:29  
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Distribution Hymns  
O Bride of Christ, Rejoice           LSB 335 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001382 
Tune: Public domain 
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Nunc Dimittis         LSB 211          Luke 2:29-32 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 
C    We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 
 

Benedicamus and Benediction 
P Let us bless the Lord.                       Psalm 103:1 
C Thanks be to God.  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make His face shine upon and be gracious unto you. 
            The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.         Numbers 6:24-26 
C  
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Closing Hymn   
Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers              LSB 515 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Church News 
PASTOR KAUFMANN’S OFFICE HOURS 
Pastor Kaufmann will be at St. John’s from 10:00 AM-
noon on Mondays except December 13, when he 
will be available from 1:00-3:00 PM. 
 

MID-WEEK ADVENT SERVICES 
Advent services with Rev. Jeff Harter, chaplain of 
Concordia Village, are on Wednesdays at 7:00 PM. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS EVE PRACTICE 
Practices for the Christmas Eve Program will be held 
from 9:30-10:15 next Sunday, December 10.  A 
snack break and Sunday School lesson will follow the 
practice with dismissal at 10:45.  On December 19, 
there will be 2 practices.  The first one will be the 
morning practice during Sunday School and the 
second will be a "dress rehearsal" from 1:00-2:00 in 
the afternoon.  An optional lunch on the 19th will be 
held immediately following church. 
 

MARY-MARTHA CHRISTMAS PARTY 
A cheery reminder that Mary-Martha ladies are 
meeting tonight at 5:30 for our Christmas 
Party!  Secret Pals will be revealed and new Pals 
chosen.  Bring a sweet or savory snack to 
share.   Merry Christmas to all!!!    
 

TODAY IN SUNDAY SCHOOL  
Today, we began a new unit with “A Welcome 
Truth.” Jesus and His disciples visit the home of 
sisters Mary and Martha. Mary sits at the Lord’s feet 
to hear His words. Martha, busy with meal 
preparations, asks Jesus to tell Mary to help. 
Instead, Jesus gently tells Martha that Mary has 
chosen the more important thing. For discussion at 
home this week: "Martha became anxious and 
worried about making sure everything was prepared 
for the arrival of Jesus and His friends. During this 
Advent season, are there things that take your 
attention away from Jesus coming? What should 
you do when this happens?" 
 

DARTBALL 
Coming off an upset series win against league leading 
Petersburg (Gary Brehm hit a walk-off home run and 
a walk-off single to give the St. John squad a series 
victory), the team will next play at Immanuel, 
Springfield at 7:00 on Monday, December 13.  

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
Church Council meets at 7:00 on Monday, Dec. 6. 
 

MARY MARTHA GAME COLLECTION 
Do you have games in your closet that are no longer 
being used?  Mary Martha is collecting games for the 
activity department at the Jacksonville Prison Facility.  
Any game is welcome; however, games with dice 
cannot be accepted.  NO DICE, please.  Children’s 
games are welcome for the visitor center; just 
remember, no dice.  Checkers, chess, card games, 
puzzles, crosswords, word searches, sudoku, and 
coloring books are welcome, also.  There is a box at 
the west entrance to deposit your donation.  Please 
check that there are no missing pieces in the games 
and no dice.  Thank you! 
 

VOTING MEMBERSHIP 
If you would like to become a voting member of the 
congregation, please give notice of your intention to 
the Pastor or one of the Elders, and please read the 
constitution and by-laws of the congregation.  At a 
subsequent constitutional meeting of the voting 
members and in the presence of the applicants, the 
Pastor shall present such applications to the voting 
members. Upon unanimous vote of the voting 
members present, those that have applied shall, 
after having signed the constitution and by-laws of 
the congregation, be declared voting members.   The 
by-laws note the regular meetings of the voting 
assembly to be held in January, May, and October of 
each year.  If you would like to vote during the 
process of calling a Pastor to serve our congregation, 
you will need to become a voting member. 
 

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Announcements should be sent to Rachael 
Davenport by noon on Thursdays.  Contact Rachael at 
socialmedia@stjnb.org or (217) 883-8558 (call/text). 
 

PASTORAL CARE 
If you are in need of Pastoral Care, please contact 
Pastor Kaufmann or an Elder: Pastor Kaufmann 
(217) 503-7865; Jim Whalen (217) 675-2478; Jacob 
Olsson (217) 638-5209; Bob Dalton (217) 341-9687. 
 

 

mailto:socialmedia@stjnb.org
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KFUO 
KFUO Radio, a media ministry extension of LCMS 
congregations, shares Christ for you anytime, 
anywhere on KFUO.org via worship services, Bible 
and theology studies, practical talk programs, and 
sacred music. You can find programs on demand at 
kfuo.org and wherever you get your podcasts! Find 
us on social: @KFUOradio on Facebook, Twitter, 
and Instagram. 
 

CHRIST FOR YOU this week on KFUO.org: Begin 
studying the Gospel of Matthew on Thy Strong 
Word (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT), continue in 
"Advent with the Apostles" on Sharper Iron 
(weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), and hear Advent 
Midweek Service on 12/8 at 12:00 p.m. CT. Find your 
favorite programs on demand at kfuo.org or on the 
KFUO Radio app. 
 

“I REMEMBER…” 
We Remember Walther League Christmas Caroling 
by Ron and Mary Ann Krohse 
 

It was always an exciting time of the year.  Members 
and friends of our congregation would get their 
invites in early to assure that they would be on the 
list.  We were privileged to do Walther League 
caroling from 1968-2016.  We fondly remember 
meeting at church and having a quick rehearsal and 
handing out the speaking parts of that year's 
caroling program.  We'd load into cars and head off 
to the first house in Springfield, Jacksonville, the 
rural route, or in town New Berlin.  We had 
experiences like tracking mud into people's houses, 
a bird landing on the head of a Walther Leaguer, or 
going from freezing temperatures outside into a 
home where the thermostat was set in the mid to 
upper 80s.  Sometimes the group would sing at a 
dozen homes or nursing homes!  We almost always 
ended up with raspy voices; yet we had just enough 
voice left to sing a little at the homes of the Walther 
League families who had invited the group for the 
gift exchange and refreshments following.  The list 
of the homes we visited was long.  It included 
Christina Foster, Wilma Davenport, Clara Duewer 
and her sister Margaret Felter, Fred and Anna Basse, 
Lizzie Kloppe, Harvey and Leta Wellenkamp, Elsie 
Kohl, Louise Langheim, Floyd and Minnie Vincent, 
Grandma Davis, Herman and Evelyn Nagel, Walter 
and Lizzie Long, Ollie Schelp, Ed and Anna Puls, Bob 

and Betty Long, Carl and Alberta Mueller, Albert, 
Walter, and Frieda Kloppe, Harry and Laverne 
Morrison, Albert and Frieda Trimble, Vic and Eleanor 
Torbeck, Melvin Braker, Carl and Minnie Rieck, 
Roscoe and Irene Nortrup, Rita Braker, John Puls, 
Shirley Elliott, Florence King, The Otto Lukens, Doc 
and Audrey Wichterman, and in the later years 
Dorothy Rieck at the D Marr D Apartments among 
the many.  What great memories!  What a blessing 
to have been able to share the joyous Christmas 
message. To God be the glory!  Merry Christmas!  
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