
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

300 E. Gibson St. † New Berlin, IL 
Sunday School and Bible Study 10:00 AM † Divine Worship 11:00 AM 

† 150th Anniversary Celebration † October 17, 2021 † 

Welcome in the name of Jesus!  
We’re so glad to have you join us in worship of our Lord!  If you are a guest with us today, please stop by the registration 

book at the back of church. 
 

Policy Regarding the Lord’s Supper 
When our Family of Faith celebrates the Lord’s Supper, we believe Jesus Christ gives us not only bread and wine but His 
very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins. Our Lord invites to His table the baptized who trust His 
words, repent of all sin, and forgive and love as He forgives and loves us. Those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and 
blood unworthily do so to their great harm. Any who are not yet instructed or who hold a confession of faith differing from 
that of the LCMS are asked to please refrain from communing today. 
 

In the Lord’s service today: 
Rev. Glenn Kopper, 150th anniversary guest pastor 

Cheryl Long, organist 
Jacob Olsson, elder 

 

A member of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 
Proclaiming Christ 150 Years 
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Confession and Absolution 
 

Opening Hymn     
O God, Our Help in Ages Past       LSB 733  

 

 
 
5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

    Soon bears us all away; 
We fly forgotten as a dream 
    Dies at the op’ning day. 

 
6 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 
Be Thou our guard while troubles last 
    And our eternal home! 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

Invocation  
  

P   In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.                   Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C Who made heaven and earth.                          Psalm 124:8 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C  But with You there is forgiveness; therefore, You are feared.       Psalm 130:3-4 
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body 

and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together, as His people, let us 
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.              Luke 18:13 

C  Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
P Almighty God in his mercy has given His son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son T and of the Holy Spirit.      John 20:19-23 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 
Introit 

Praise the Lord!  Praise the name of the Lord! 
 Praise the Lord!  Give thanks to him! 
God has blessed us and brought us to this time. 
 God has blessed us and brought us to this place. 
God has caused his name to dwell among us.
 God has stirred our hearts and made us glad. 
God has shown us his glory in his mighty word. 
 God has shown us the way of truth and life. 
Praise the Lord!  Praise the name of the Lord! 
 Praise the Lord!  Give thanks to him! 
For 150 years, God has nurtured and fed us. 

 For 150 years, God has shown us his grace. 
For 150 years, God has given himself to us in Word 
and Sacrament. 

For 150 years, God has empowered us with his 
Holy Spirit. 

For 150 years, God has made us his witnesses in the 
world. 
 For 150 years, God has richly blessed our 
fellowship with one another. 
Praise the Lord!  Praise the name of the Lord! 
 Praise the Lord!  Give thanks to him! 

 
 
Kyrie     LSB 204          Mark 10:47         

 

Gloria in Excelsis        LSB 204        Luke 2:14; John 1:29  

 

 

 

 
 

P Let us pray. 
C   O God, Your divine wisdom sets in order all things in heaven and on earth. Put away from us all 

things hurtful and give us those things that are beneficial for us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading                 1 Kings 8:22-23, 27-30 
  

 22Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the presence of all the assembly of Israel and 
spread out his hands toward heaven, 23and said, “O LORD, God of Israel, there is no God like you, in 
heaven above or on earth beneath, keeping covenant and showing steadfast love to your servants who 
walk before you with all their heart, 
 27“But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you; 
how much less this house that I have built! 28Yet have regard to the prayer of your servant and to his plea, 
O LORD my God, listening to the cry and to the prayer that your servant prays before you this day, 29that 
your eyes may be open night and day toward this house, the place of which you have said, ‘My name shall 
be there,’ that you may listen to the prayer that your servant offers toward this place. 30And listen to the 
plea of your servant and of your people Israel, when they pray toward this place. And listen in heaven 
your dwelling place, and when you hear, forgive. 
  
P    This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 

Epistle             1 Corinthians :9c-11, 16-17 
                               

 9For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field, God’s building. 
 10According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and 
someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. 11For no one can lay a 
foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
 16Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? 17If anyone destroys 
God’s temple, God will destroy him. For God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple. 
  
 
P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Alleluia and Verse 

 
 
              

 
 
 
 
 
 

                          John 20:31 
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Holy Gospel                        Matthew 7:24-27 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the seventh chapter. 
C  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
 24“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his 
house on the rock. 25And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, 
but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. 26And everyone who hears these words of mine 
and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27And the rain fell, and 
the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ.  

 
Nicene Creed          LSB 206 

I believe in one God, 
the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, 
very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made; 
Who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary 
and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according to 
the Scriptures 
and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
And He will come again with glory to judge 
both the living and the dead, 
Whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord and giver of life, 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
Who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, 
Who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day 
My Hope is Built on Nothing Less       LSB 575   

Tune and text: Public domain 

 
 

Sermon   Built to Last (Matthew 7:24-27)            Rev. Glenn Kopper 
  

  
Prayers of the Church                            2 Timothy 2:1-4 
 

P Lord, in Your mercy,  
C Hear our prayer. 

 
 

Offering 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.                   2 Timothy 4:22 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord.                2 Colossians 3:1 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.             Psalm 136 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow 
on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You 
sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into 
death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to 
all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus  LSB 208    Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9  

 

 

 

 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given 
 Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
  

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, 
and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You 
promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-
giving tree for all who trust in Him. 

  

  

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord            Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians11:23-25 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always.              John 20:19 
C  Amen. 
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Agnus Dei          LSB 210               John 1:29  
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Distribution Hymns  
Great Is Thy Faithfulness           LSB 809 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: Public domain 
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The Church’s One Foundation   LSB 644 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Nunc Dimittis         LSB 211          Luke 2:29-32 
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Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 
C    We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 
P Let us bless the Lord.                       Psalm 103:1 
C Thanks be to God.  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make His face shine upon and be gracious unto you. 
            The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.         Numbers 6:24-26 
C  

 
 
 

Anniversary Closing Hymn   
Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me              LSB 715 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 
 

Church News 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
Altar flowers are placed in celebration and thanksgiving 
as we conclude our 150th anniversary festivities.  
 

BANNER 
The banner on the east side, “Obedient Unto Death,” 
was designed and constructed by Karen Kopper in 1980.  
It has been displayed every season of Lent since then. 
 

ALL SAINTS DAY 
We will celebrate All Saints Day on November 7th.  If 
you would appreciate having someone who passed 
away this past year remembered during the service at 
the tolling of the bell, please contact Rachael Davenport 
at (217) 883-8558 or socialmedia@stjnb.org. 

 SESQUICENTENNIAL COMMITTEE NEWS 
Following this morning’s worship, all are invited to 
meet at our reserved room at the Pizza Ranch (near 
Golden Corral and Wal-Mart) on South 6th St.  The 
church will pick up the bill for part of the meal and, 
because of a kind gift, everyone will eat free of 
charge.  We hope to be there by 12:30-ish.  Pastor 
Kopper and his wife Karen will join us as we conclude 
our 150th anniversary celebration of God's grace...in 
this place.  If you have not yet made reservations, 
there is still a place reserved just for you.

mailto:socialmedia@stjnb.org
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TRUNK OR TREAT AND FALL PARTY 
Trunk or Treat 2021 will be held in conjunction with a 
Fall Party on Sunday, October 31.  Trunk or Treat, 
games and crafts will take place from 2-4 pm, with hot 
dogs, s’mores, and the continuation of crafts and 
games from 4-6 pm.  A sign-up sheet for cars, 
supplies, and volunteers is located on the bulletin 
board in the narthex. 
 

TODAY IN SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 Today, students focused on the lesson “The Born-
Again Truth.” Nicodemus, a leader of the Jewish 
Council, comes to see Jesus during the night. 
Puzzled by Jesus’ instruction that one must be born 
again to enter the kingdom of God, Nicodemus asks 
how someone can be physically reborn. Jesus gently 
instructs Nicodemus as He explains the spiritual 
rebirth found only in Christ. As we near the Advent 
season, we are reminded Christ is the light come to 
save us from the darkness of our sin. For discussion 
at home this week:  "What did Jesus mean when He 
said Nicodemus must be “born of water and the 
Spirit” to enter the kingdom of God? When were you 
born of water and the Spirit? " 
 

5TH SUNDAY 
October 31 is the next 5th Sunday session for Sunday 
School. The theme for the day will be "Jesus is the 
Real Treat."  Parents are invited to join us at 10:00 am 
for this VBS style time spent in God's word.  
 

MARY-MARTHA EYEGLASSES COLLECTION 
Mary-Martha is collecting used eyeglasses during 
the month of October.  A container has been placed 
at the west entrance for donations.  Thank you! 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Mary Martha will be offering their delicious 
homemade soup (for carry out only) after church on 
Sunday, November 14.  Mark your calendar!  
 

PASTORAL CARE 
If you are in need of Pastoral Care, please contact 
Pastor Kaufmann or an Elder: Pastor Kaufmann (217) 
503-7865; Jim Whalen (217) 675-2478; Jacob Olsson 
(217) 638-5209; Bob Dalton (217) 341-9687. 
 

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Announcements should be sent to Rachael 
Davenport by noon on Thursdays.  Contact Rachael at 
socialmedia@stjnb.org or (217) 883-8558 (call/text). 

KFUO 
CHRIST FOR YOU this week on KFUO.org: Worship 
with us in Daily Chapel services at 10:00 a.m. CT, 
study the Means of Grace on Concord Matters (10/23 
at 10:00 a.m. CT), study Ezekiel 22-26 on Sharper 
Iron's "The Faithful Watchman" (weekdays at 8:00 
a.m. CT), and study various Psalms before beginning 
Ecclesiastes on Thy Strong next week (weekdays at 
11:00 a.m. CT). Find your favorite programs on 
demand at kfuo.org or on the KFUO Radio app! 
 

PORTALS OF PRAYER 
The October through December Portals of Prayer are 
now available in the traditional pocket size, medium 
and large print.  Sustain and strengthen your faith 
with daily devotions provided by Portals of Prayer! 
   We regret that the large and medium size editions 
were either lost in shipment or misplaced here, and 
not available for distribution the past few weeks.  
Concordia Publishing House has replaced these at 
no additional cost. 
 

PREGNANCY RESOURCE CENTER’S LIFE BANQUET 
St. John’s Lutheran Church is co-sponsoring The 
Pregnancy Resource Center of Jacksonville’s Annual 
Life Banquet to be held on Tuesday, November 2nd 
from 7:00 to 8:00 P.M.  at Hamilton’s Banquet Hall 
in downtown Jacksonville.   
     The purpose of this fundraiser is to enable PRC to 
continue the mission of sharing the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, saving the lives of the unborn, and restoring 
those who have been wounded by abortion.   
     This year’s keynote speaker will be award 
winning Christian recording artist Mark Schultz.  
Mark has sold over 2 million records, with ten No. 1 
singles, and is a Dove Award winner. Mark and his 
wife Kate have four children.  When they were 
blessed with their last two children it was a full circle 
moment for Mark, who is adopted.  Now being on 
the parental side of adoption, Mark says he views 
being adopted by his parents and by God in a totally 
different way! 
     Our sponsorship includes a table for eight 
attendees and meal.  Please contact Bill (217-741-
3164) or Mary (217-741-4380) Pfeffer if you would 
like to attend and be seated at our table.  This is a 
non-denominational, Christian ministry.  St. John’s 
has supported this pro-life ministry for several 
years.  

mailto:socialmedia@stjnb.org
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CALL COMMITTEE 
The Call Committee would appreciate your assistance 
in understanding your expectations for a Pastor and in 
recommending a possible candidate to fill the vacant 
position of Pastor in our congregation.  Section VII of 
the Congregational Self Study is available in the 
narthex and the landing for your use.  Please indicate 
your expectations and return the completed form to 
Don or Allicent Smith, Jim Whalen, Jacob Olsson, 
Connie Komnick, Anna Lauderback, Bill Pfeffer, or Bob 
Dalton by November 7th.  Also included in the narthex 
and the landing there are nomination forms for your 
use.  If you have the name of someone that you 
believe should be included with the list of names that 
will be submitted to the LCMS, Central Illinois District 
President for him to put together a call list for our 
consideration, please complete the form and return 
it.  The nomination form can be put in the offering 
plate or given to one of the members noted 
above.  We also ask that you continue to pray for the 
Lord’s guidance as we seek to serve Him.  Thank you 
for your assistance. 
 

“I REMEMBER…” 
The Sesquicentennial Celebration Committee invites 
you to e-mail your remembrances of St. John’s to 
Rachael Davenport at socialmedia@stjnb.org.  This 
week’s memory comes from Pastor Kopper.  

 

I Remember the Ice Storm of 1978 
  

   As I remember it, March 24, 1978 began like most 
other days.  But what started as something quite 
forgettable soon turned into an event which, more 
than 40 years later, is still remembered by those who 
lived through it. 
   I remember it rained throughout the 
morning.  While the temperatures were cold, at least 
it was rain and not more snow. Just two weeks before, 
16 inches of snow had fallen in a single day. Now, with 
Easter just 2 days away, hopes ran high that spring was 
on its way after what had been an exceptionally tough 
winter for most of Central Illinois.  In fact, that winter 
of 1977-1978 is still considered to be the worst of the 
20th century in terms of the number of storms, the 
amount of snowfall, and the average temperatures. 
   As it turned out, once the rain started it didn’t let up 
for 24 hours.  With falling temperatures and increasing 
winds, rather than running down the window the rain 
soon began to freeze on whatever it touched.  Outside 

it sounded like glass crackling and shattering. Then, as 
we sat down to eat lunch, the lights flickered once or 
twice before going out  – at noon on what was Good 
Friday 1978!  (“…from the sixth hour there was 
darkness over all the land…” Matthew 27:45, 
describing the first Good Friday.) 
   By the time it was all over, up to 2 inches of ice 
covered everything making roads impassable, 
snapping off limbs, bringing down utility poles, power 
lines and whole trees. 
   There was concern about one of those limbs hanging 
low over the roof of the teacherage – the damage and 
injury it could cause if it were to fall under the weight 
of the ice. With plenty of room to share, the Krohses 
became our houseguests in the parsonage for the 
weekend.  I remember… 
     …How quickly we learned we could survive without 
television. 
     …We raided the cooler at school in order to salvage 
the chocolate milk, pulled out anything that would 
have otherwise spoiled from our non-working 
refrigerators, and made the best of things by holding a 
72-hour cookout on the front porch of the parsonage. 
     …At night, the darkness and eerie silence were 
everywhere as we stumbled around carrying a lighted 
candle with us wherever we went.  We were never 
more than a foot or two away from the burning wick, 
and it wasn’t hard to imagine what every night must 
have been like for those pioneers who first settled the 
area. 
     …We quickly learned to laugh about how cold we 
were even as we shivered together throughout the 
day and into the night. Then we laughed some more 
about how early it was when we decided to try to get 
some sleep since we had nothing else to do. 
     …When the water tower in town ran dry we began 
making regular trips to the pump which, at the time, 
was still on the recently acquired property (now the 
parking lot) west of Church.  Some of the water was 
used to wash our dishes, some to fill toilet tanks, and 
some was shared with neighbors. 
   It was too bad church was canceled that night.  It 
would have been the perfect opportunity to hold an 
authentic Tenebrae Service – a “service of darkness” 
in celebration of Good Friday.  The Easter morning 
services were also canceled two days later.  After most 
of New Berlin’s power had been restored, we finally 
celebrated Easter a week later at the Fairground. 

mailto:socialmedia@stjnb.org
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