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† 9th Sunday after Pentecost † July 25, 2021 † 

As We Gather… In our Gospel lesson for today, Jesus shows us that He is in 

control of nature by walking on water.  In our Old Testament lesson for today, 

God shows us that He is in control of nature by setting His rainbow in the sky to 

remind us He would never destroy the whole earth by water again.  At times our 

world can seem out of control, as we reflect upon the use of the rainbow in our 

own culture.  However, we must by no means forget God will never cease to use 

the rainbow as a symbol of comfort and warning no matter how it is used. 

Pastor Benning’s Last Sunday Next Week 

PSALM 100:5 

A member of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 

Proclaiming Christ 150 YEARS 



2 

 

Rite of Baptism: 
Pastor: Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Our Lord Jesus Christ commanded Baptism, saying to His disciples, “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” (Matt 

28:19-20) 

The Holy Spirit, through the apostle, St. Peter, said, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins.  And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The promise is for you and your children and for all who 

are far off - for all whom the Lord our God will call.” (Acts 2:38-39) 

Hearing the command of the Lord, and trusting in the power of His Word, you have brought Sadie to be baptized. 

Receive the sign of the cross, both upon your forehead and upon your heart to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the crucified. 

Pastor: Let us pray 

People: Gracious Father, who gathers lost sinners into Your family and adopts them as Your children, giving 

them Your name; By the baptism of Your beloved Son in the river Jordan, You consecrated all water 

connected with Your Word as a saving flood and rich and full washing away of sin.  In Your endless 

mercy, bless Sadie with true faith so that by this saving flood, her sinful nature might be drowned, and 

that she might rise to new life, to serve Your name at all times until she comes to her eternal home; 

through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
Pastor: Hear how our Lord Jesus opened His Kingdom to children in the Gospel of Mark: (Mark 10:13-16) 

People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the disciples rebuked them.  When Jesus saw 

this, he was indignant.  He said to them, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 

God belongs to such as these.  I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will 

never enter it.”  And he took the children in his arms, put his hands on them and blessed them. 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 
Pastor: It is your responsibility as parents and God-parents, to remember her in your prayers, put her in mind of her Baptism, and 

lend your advice and support, especially if she should lose her parents, that she might be brought up in the true faith and 

worship of God, be taught the Ten Commandments, the Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer, be encouraged to read and study the 

Holy Scriptures, be brought to God’s House for worship and education, come to the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and 

Blood, living as a child of God until the Lord Jesus comes. 

Pastor: This, then do you gladly and willingly intend to do? 

 (Parents and God-parents will respond: “Yes, with the help of God.”) 

Pastor: And do you, the assembled congregation of St. John’s Lutheran Church, promise to provide support for these parents and 

God-parents in their work, and provide opportunities for growth for this new sister in Christ? 

People: Yes, with the help of God. 
Pastor: I now ask you to answer, in the name and stead of this child, Sadie, the questions which I shall now address to her.  

Pastor: Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways? Then answer, “I do!” 

Pastor: Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth?  Then answer, “I do.” 

Pastor: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again 

from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty.  From thence He will 

come to judge the living and the dead?  Then answer, “I do!” 

Pastor: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting?  Then answer, “I do.” 

Pastor: Will you be baptized into this Christian faith? Then answer, “I will.” 

Pastor: Sadie May Melcher, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Pastor: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has given you the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven 

you all your sins.  May He strengthen you with His grace to life everlasting.  Peace is yours. Amen. 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

People: Almighty and merciful God and Father, we thank You for graciously preserving and enlarging Your 

Kingdom and for giving Sadie the new birth in Baptism and making her a member of your Kingdom.  

Keep her in her baptismal grace, that she may grow to lead a godly life and share in the joy of heaven.  

Enable her parents and God-parents to be teachers and examples of faith and life so that they might 

eternally with their children, share the salvation You have given them; through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
Elder: Through Baptism, God has added Sadie to His own people to declare the wonderful deeds of our Savior, who has called 

us out of darkness into His marvelous light.  May you always live by the light of Christ and be ever watchful for His 

coming that you may meet Him with joy and enter with Him into the marriage feast of the Lamb in His eternal Kingdom. 

People: We welcome you into the Lord’s family.  We receive you as a fellow member of the body of Christ, a 

child of the same heavenly Father, to work with us in His Kingdom. 
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Opening Hymn:  I am Jesus Little Lamb         LSB #740 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.     Matthew28:19b; [18:20]  

Pastor: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness.      [Hebrews 10:22] 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

People: Who made heaven and earth.          Psalm 124:8 

Pastor: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

People: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.          Psalm 32:5 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination 

Pastor: O almighty God, merciful Father, 

People: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 

Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 

them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

Pastor: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 

of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.    [John 20:19-23] 

People: Amen. 

 

Welcome  

in the name of Jesus! 

We’re so glad to have you 

join us to worship our Lord! 

If you are a guest with us 

for worship today, please 

introduce yourself to our 

pastor and stop by the 

registration book at the 

back of church. 

Sunday Bible Class:  

9:00 am 

Sunday Worship:  

10:00 am   

Wednesday Bible Class 

9:00 am 

Holy Communion  

First, Third, Fifth 

Sunday. 

St. John's Lutheran Church 

Olive & Gibson Streets 

New Berlin, Illinois 
 

Pastor David Benning 

pastorbenning@stjnb.org 

(H) 217-488-3190 

(C) 217-697-9567 
 

Emergencies 24/7 

Policy Regarding the Lord Supper 

When our Family of Faith 
celebrates the Lord’s Supper, we 

believe Jesus Christ gives us not 

only bread and wine but His very 

body and blood to eat and to drink 
for the forgiveness of sins. Our 

Lord invites to His table the 

baptized who trust His words, 
repent of all sin, and forgive and 

love as He forgives and loves us. 

Those who eat and drink our 
Lord’s body and blood unworthily 

do so to their great harm. Any who 

are not yet instructed or who hold 

a confession of faith differing 
from that of the LCMS, are asked 

to please refrain from communing 
today. 

mailto:pastorbenning@stjnb.org


4 

 

Service of the Word 

Gloria Patria (Sung)       LSB 186 

 

 
 

Kyrie (Sung) Mark 10:47              LSB 186 

 

 

 

Gloria in Excelsis (Sung)    Luke 2:14; John 1:29                LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 2 Timothy 4:22           LSB # 189 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And with thy Spirit. (Sung) 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

People: Almighty and most merciful God, the protector of all who trust in You, strengthen our faith 

and give us courage to believe that in Your love You will rescue us from all adversities; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 9:8–17 
8 God said to Noah and to his sons with him,  
9“Behold, I establish my covenant with you and your offspring after you, 10and with every living creature that 

is with you, the birds, the livestock, and every beast of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark; it is 

for every beast of the earth. 11I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the 

waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12And God said, “This is the 

sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future 

generations: 13I have set my rainbow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the 

earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow is seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my 

covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh. And the waters shall never again 

become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the rainbow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the 

everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said to 

Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Ephesians 3:14–21 
14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from whom every family in heaven and on earth is 

named, 16that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his 

Spirit in your inner being, 17so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and 

grounded in love, 18may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and 

height and depth, 19and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the 

fullness of God. 
20Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at 

work within us, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. 

Amen. 
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Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

Holy Gospel Mark 6:45-56 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the Sixth Chapter. 

People: Glory be to Thee, O Lord. (Sung)  
45Immediately [Jesus] made his disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, to Bethsaida, 

while he dismissed the crowd.  
46And after he had taken leave of them, he went up on the mountain to pray. 47And when evening came, the 

boat was out on the sea, and he was alone on the land. 48And he saw that they were making headway painfully, 

for the wind was against them. And about the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. He 

meant to pass by them, 49but when they saw him walking on the sea they thought it was a ghost, and cried out, 
50for they all saw him and were terrified. But immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take heart; it is I. Do not 

be afraid.” 51And he got into the boat with them, and the wind ceased. And they were utterly astounded, 52for 

they did not understand about the loaves, but their hearts were hardened. 
53When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored to the shore. 54And when they got 

out of the boat, the people immediately recognized him 55and ran about the whole region and began to bring the 

sick people on their beds to wherever they heard he was. 56And wherever he came, in villages, cities, or 

countryside, they laid the sick in the marketplaces and implored him that they might touch even the fringe of his 

garment. And as many as touched it were made well. 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise be to Thee, O Christ. (Sung) 

Apostles Creed                     LSB 192 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. Amen.

 

Children’s Message: 

 

Hymn of the Day    Alleluia! Let Praises Ring           LSB# 822 
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Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Sermon:  It’s God’s Rainbow               Pastor David Benning 
 

Offertory (Sung)  Psalm 51:10-12               LSB 192 
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Giving Options: 
There are several ways to give. One is the offering basket placed at the back of church.  The Second is the Give + app, which can be 

downloaded from your phone’s app store.  Our E-Giving platform can also be accessed from our website by clicking on the E-

GIVING tab at the top of the page.  In addition to these two options, we also have a locked drop box on the outside of church next to 

the bulletins. 

 

Offering Prayer 
Pastor: Let us pray.  

People: Lord Jesus, You raised us from death to life by the power of Spirit given faith in Your death and 

resurrection. Use these offerings to raise people from death to life through Your living Spirit, here 

and throughout the world. Amen. 

Prayers of the Church                    [2 Timothy 2:1-4] 

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy . . .  

People: Hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray . . .  

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.              2 Timothy 4:22 

People: And with thy spirit. (Sung) 
Pastor: Bless we the Lord.               [Psalm 103:1] 

People: Thanks be to God. (Sung) 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you His peace.      Numbers 6:24-26 

People: Amen, Amen, Amen. (Sung) 

 
 

Anniversary Closing Hymn:  Jesus Loves Me           LSB # 588 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Time for Announcements 
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Church News 
FAREWELL RECEPTION 
On Sunday, August 1, following the 10:00am 
Service, in the lower level of St. John’s Church, 300 
East Gibson St., New Berlin, a reception will be held 
for Pastor David and Rachel Benning and their 
children Olivia, Truman and Virgil. Pastor Benning 
has accepted a call to Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Nashville, IL. During his seven years as pastor at St. 
John’s, he has also served as Chaplain on the New 
Berlin Volunteer Fire Department. Rachel has 
served on the New Berlin EMS Squad and the 
NBACDL’s Beautification Committee. We invite all 
to join the St. John’s congregation in thanking them 
for their service to our church and our community. 
Light refreshments will be served. 
 
TODAY IN SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Word of Jesus’ miracles and life-changing teaching 
was spreading—he was becoming something of a 
celebrity. One day, on a hillside near the Sea of 
Galilee, a massive crowd of over 5,000 people 
gathered to hear him. In the midst of the crushing 
mass, a bad situation became obvious to Jesus’ 
disciples: These people would soon be hungry and 
clearly there was no possible way to feed them 
all.  God used an ordinary boy and his ordinary 
lunch to feed 5,000 people. God can use you and 
your ordinary things to do amazing things, too! 
We trust God to provide, and sometimes he might 
even provide for others in marvelous ways 
through us. 
 
VBS THANK YOU! 
Thank you to everyone who helped with VBS this 
past week.  From the snack donations to all the 
helpers, a huge thank you!  We couldn't have 
done it without you.  Thirty children, 15 plus 
helpers and all the family members had a great 
time learning how Jesus “Does the Impossible at 
God's Wonder Lab.” 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL RESUMES 
Sunday School resumes next Sunday, August 1, at 
9:00 AM.  Look forward to a new and exciting 5th 
Sunday format on August 29, 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
Mark your calendars for a combined Sunday School 
Picnic and Ice Cream Social on Sunday, August 
29!  Watch for details coming soon! 
 
ON-LINE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Children in grades 1-8 are welcome to join us for 
online Sunday School to participate in the opening, 
lesson and an activity afterward.  The tentative 
plan is for Sunday School to resume for all age 
groups the first Sunday of August.  Watch for more 
information coming soon. 
 
THANK YOU! 
Thanks to all those who were able to attend the 
afternoon meal with the Speaks’ family.  It was 
enjoyable as we continue to give thanks for 150 
years of God's grace in this place.   
     We have two more special anniversary services 
scheduled.  Pastor Barth will be with us on August 
8, and Pastor Kopper will be with us in 
October.  Our anniversary committee is still 
working on a fellowship meal following each of 
these special services. 
 
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
There will be an Elders’ Meeting Monday, July 26th 
@ 7:00, in the church basement. 
 
DID YOU KNOW? 
The bulletin board in the narthex now has 150th 
Anniversary photos of people, places, and 
things.  Enjoy looking at the photos and 
remembering.    
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WALTHER LEAGUE  
Adult leaders are needed for the Walther League 
beginning as soon as possible.  The leader role is 
open to anyone over 18 with a willingness to work 
the jr. high and high school youth.  This may be 
individuals, couples or even a group which 
operates as a board to guide regular meetings and  
activities of the group.  See Pastor or Connie 
Komnick if interested. 
 
MARY-MARTHA 
The Mary Martha ladies will meet on August 5th 
(Mr. Krohse's birthday!) at 6:30. Mrs. Liz 
Pensoneau will begin our meeting with information 
about the food pantry St. John's is supporting.  The 
ladies that attended the Lexington LWML 
Convention will share their 
experiences.  Nominations will be accepted for 
Secretary and Treasurer.  Signing up for next year's 
schedule will take place.  We will be remembering 
the Loami Food Pantry.  At this time of year, it is 
suggested to bring school supplies.  A list can be 
found on the school district website.    As you can 
see, a lot will be happening!   "...in obedience to 
His call for workers in the harvest fields."  All ladies 
are welcome to join us. 
 
NEW PLANTINGS 
The gladiolus were planted in front of the church in 
memory of Walter and Shirley Rieck. 
 
KFUO 
CHRIST FOR YOU this week on KFUO.org: Hear a 
missionary story from Kenya on The Coffee Hour 
7/29 at 9:00 a.m. CT, study Jeremiah 41-46 on 
Sharper Iron's "A Time to Destroy and a Time to 
Build" (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), and study 
Nehemiah 9-13 on Thy Strong Word (weekdays at 
11:00 a.m. CT). Find these programs on demand 
at kfuo.org or on the KFUO Radio app! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LWML CID Mission Grant #2: Food Banks at St. 
Louis & Ft. Wayne Seminaries ~ $10,000 total 
The St. Louis and Ft. Wayne Seminary Food Banks 
supply food and hygiene products to seminary 
students and their families. Receiving help through 
the Food Banks lessens the worry about financial 
burdens of everyday life and may even keep a 
student from having to take a job to help with 
those expenses. Helping students and their families 
in this way, hopefully, helps the student to focus 
more on his/her training. 
 
How can I help? Pray that God provides the 
seminary students and families support through the 
Food Banks with everyday life needs. Support this 
grant by donating to your LWML’s mite fund. 
 

http://kfuo.org/
http://kfuo.org/
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