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† 5th Sunday in Easter †May 2, 2021† 

 

As We Gather… In Chapter 15, from the book of John, the word “YOU” appears 

49 times.  One would think then it’s all about you.  This is the perspective the world 

would like us to believe, as we deal with those around us, that no one else matters 

except me.  Yet it’s not all about you, it’s all about Jesus and what He did for us 

upon the cross.  That’s really all that matters. 

A member of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 

Proclaiming Christ 150 YEARS 

PSALM 100:5 
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Opening Hymn: What a Friend We Have in Jesus       LSB # 770 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

The Proclamation 

Pastor: Christ is risen. 

People: He is risen indeed! 

Pastor: Christ is risen.  

People: He is risen indeed!   Alleluia! 

Invocation  

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.        
Matthew28:19b; [18:20] 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

People: who made heaven and earth.                     
Psalm 124:8 

Pastor: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore, You are feared.   
Psalm 130:3-4 

Pastor: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, 

and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together, as His 

people, let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 

seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, 

a sinner.        [Luke 18:13] 

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

Pastor: Almighty God in his mercy has given His son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 

His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.     

      [John 20:19-23] 

People: Amen. 

Welcome  

in the name of Jesus! 

We’re so glad to have you 
join us to worship our Lord! 

If you are a guest with us 

for worship today, please 

introduce yourself to our 

pastor and stop by the 

registration book at the 

back of church. 

Sunday Bible Class:  

9:00 am 

Sunday Worship:  

10:00 am   

Wednesday Bible Class 

9:00 am 

Holy Communion  

First, Third, Fifth 

Sunday. 

St. John's Lutheran Church 

Olive & Gibson Streets 

New Berlin, Illinois 
 

Pastor David Benning 

pastorbenning@stjnb.org 

(H) 217-488-3190 

(C) 217-697-9567 
 

Emergencies 24/7 

Policy Regarding the Lord Supper 

When our Family of Faith 

celebrates the Lord’s Supper, we 

believe Jesus Christ gives us not 
only bread and wine but His very 

body and blood to eat and to drink 

for the forgiveness of sins. Our 

Lord invites to His table the 
baptized who trust His words, 

repent of all sin, and forgive and 

love as He forgives and loves us. 
Those who eat and drink our 

Lord’s body and blood unworthily 

do so to their great harm. Any who 
are not yet instructed or who hold 

a confession of faith differing 

from that of the LCMS, are asked 

to please refrain from communing 
today. 

mailto:pastorbenning@stjnb.org
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Introit Ps. 145:1–2, 8, 10, 21; antiphon: John 16:16 

A little while, and you will see me no longer; 

and again a little while, and you will see me. 
I will extol you, my God and King, 

and bless your name forever and ever. 
Every day I will bless you 

and praise your name forever and ever. 
The LORD is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 

love. 
All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, 

 

and all your saints shall bless you! 

My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, 

and let all flesh bless his holy name forever 

and ever. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
A little while, and you will see me no longer; 

and again a little while, and you will see me. 
 

 

 

Kyrie (Sung)      Mark 10:47           LSB # 204 
 

 

Gloria in Excelsis (Sung)    Luke 2:14; John 1:29

          LSB # 204 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salutation and  

Collect of the Day  

2 Timothy 4:22       LSB # 205 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

People: O God, You make 

the minds of Your 

faithful to be of one 

will. Grant that we 

may love what You 

have commanded 

and desire what You 

promise, that among 

the many changes of 

this world our 

hearts may be fixed 

where true joys are 

found; through 

Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  Amen. 
 

First Reading Acts 8:26–40 
26Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down from 

Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a 

court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to 

Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29And 

the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 30So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah 
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the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31And he said, “How can I, unless 

someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32Now the passage of the Scripture 

that he was reading was this: 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter 

and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, 

so he opens not his mouth. 

33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

Who can describe his generation? 

For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

34And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about 

someone else?” 35Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news 

about Jesus. 36And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here 

is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 38And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went 

down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39And when they came up out of the water, the 

Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But 

Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through, he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came 

to Caesarea. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle  1 John 4:1–21 
1Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false 

prophets have gone out into the world. 2By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that 

Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. 

This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already. 4Little children, 

you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5They 

are from the world; therefore, they speak from the world, and the world listens to them. 6We are from God. 

Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of 

truth and the spirit of error. 
7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows 

God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9In this the love of God was made 

manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10In this is 

love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one 

another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 
13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have 

seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15Whoever confesses that Jesus is 

the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16So we have come to know and to believe the love that God 

has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 17By this is love 

perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in 

this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and 

whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20If anyone says, “I love 

God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love 

God whom he has not seen. 21And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his 

brother. 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia and Verse (Sung) 
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John 20:31 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 15:2–8 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the Fifteenth Chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

1[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.  
2Every branch of mine that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, 

that it may bear more fruit. 3Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me, 

and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you 

abide in me. 5I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much 

fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch 

and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words 

abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8By this my Father is glorified, that you bear 

much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

Nicene Creed                       LSB 206 

 

I believe in one God, 

the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, 

very God of very God, 

begotten, not made, 

being of one substance with the Father, 

by whom all things were made; 

who for us men and for our salvation came 

down from heaven 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 

virgin Mary 

and was made man; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius 

Pilate. 

He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according to 

the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge 

both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord and giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, 

who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 

sins,and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Children’s Message:  
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Hymn of the Day:    Love in Christ Is Strong and Living          LSB# 706 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001382 

 

Sermon:      REWIND!!!!    Pastor David Benning 

 

Giving Options: 

There are several ways to give during this time we are not able to meet in person. One is the Give + app, which 

can be downloaded from your phone’s app store.  Our E-Giving platform can also be accessed from our website 

by clicking on the E-GIVING tab at the top of the page.  In addition to these two options, we also have a locked 

drop box on the outside of church next to the bulletins. 
 

Offering Prayer 

Pastor: Let us pray.  

People: Lord, continue to use the gifts You have given us to help others in a way that is kind, gentle and 

patient. Give us a heart to share Your Word with the wayward and the lost and the forgiveness 

that only comes through Your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the Church                    [2 Timothy 2:1-4] 
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy . . .  

People: Hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray . . .         Matthew 6:9-13 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

WE NOW PREAPRE HEART & MIND TO RECEIVE THE LORD’S SUPPER 
Preface                       LSB 208 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you.             2 Timothy 4:22 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord.                  [2 Colossians 3:1] 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.             [Psalm 136] 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, 
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Sanctus (Sung)     Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9              LSB 208 

 

 

 

 

 

The Words of Our Lord         Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians11:23-25 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 

all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Pastor: The Peace of the Lord be with you always.       John 20:19 

People: Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei (Sung)     John 1:29               LSB 210 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament 

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may 

by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
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Distribution Hymn:   Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread    LSB # 548 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Post Communion Blessing 
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in His peace. 

People: Amen. 

Nunc Dimittis (Sung)   Luke 2:29-32           LSB 211 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

People: Lord Jesus, You took on flesh and blood, being born to give me life and hope.  Thank you for 

giving me the gift of Your body broken and Your blood shed and for Your forgiveness and love. 

Use it to strengthen my confession of Your Lordship in my life, until that day when You come 

again in glory and with the Father and the Holy Spirit, to live and reign to all eternity.   Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 
Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.               [Psalm 103:1] 

People: Thanks be to God.  
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you His peace.      Numbers 6:24-26 

People: Amen, Amen, Amen. (Sung) 
 

Anniversary Closing Hymn:   Listen, God Is Calling          LSB # 833 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

Refrain 
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CHURCH NEWS 

 

MAY VOTER’S MEETING 
The May Voter’s Meeting will be held TODAY, 
Sunday, May 2, 2021, in the church basement, 
directly after the service. Face masks will be 
required. 
 
TODAY IN SUNDAY SCHOOL 
In today's lesson, the "Unwilling Prophet". God told 
Jonah to tell the people of Nineveh to repent of 
their sins.  God could have picked a different 
prophet to go to Nineveh after Jonah refused. 
Instead, God chose to show His love and 
forgiveness to Jonah by rescuing him from the sea 
and giving him a second chance to obey His 
command. Later, God gives the people of Nineveh 
a chance to turn from their evil ways. We deserve 
to face the anger of God. Instead, through Jesus, 
God gives us a chance to be His children. For 
discussion at home this week: "How does God 
show love and kindness toward you even when 
you sin?" 
 
GOD IS CALLING! 
We are still in need of at least 2 more individuals 
willing to share the good news of God's love with 
the youngest members of St John's.  See Connie 
Komnick if interested. 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR VBS 
"God's Wonder Lab: Jesus Does the Impossible" is 
coming to St John's the week of July 19.  The 
format is still under consideration.  Stay tuned! 
 

WINNERS! 
Congratulations to Karen Davenport and Denise 
Bandelow who each received one of the Doug 
Larson CDs.  It was so much fun that we have two 
more to give away this week! All you need to do is 
find Ron Krohse in church today and ask him, "Was 
Doug Larson ever a Lutheran School 
Teacher?"  Sorry, if you won last week, you're not 
eligible to win again. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THIS WEEK’S FEATURED BIBLE VERSE 
Thanks to Esther Theilen for sharing her favorite 
Bible passage, 2 Timothy 4:2 "Preach the word; be 
instant in season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
long-suffering and doctrine." 
 

THANK YOU! 
Our communities are blessed to have residents 
who continue to provide for those who are 
struggling with putting food in their own pantries. 
Even though this problem is invisible, may we 
continue to show that we are aware that the need 
exists by bringing in items to donate.  
      Is there a family or individual in our 
congregation who would like to challenge others 
with a specific number of items for the month of 
May? If so, please let Pastor know! 
 
CD OPPORTUNITY 
When singer Doug Larson worshiped with us a few 
weeks ago, he left a couple of his cds (not 
certificates of deposit).  The first two people who 
ask Ron Krohse today (Sunday) in church, "Is Doug 
Larson Irish?" will each receive a compact disc of 
Doug singing.  By the way, Doug is 
Norwegian!  "Yah, sure, you betcha!"  Continue to 
give thanks and celebrate Easter and our church's 
150th Anniversary. 
 
MARY-MARTHA MAY MEETING 
Mary-Martha ladies' May Meeting will be a 
program presented by Marsha Smith sharing her 
design and creation of the banner celebrating St. 
John's 150th Anniversary.  We are forgoing the 
traditional salad supper, but the hostesses will 
provide refreshments for everyone.  Roll Call for 
the evening will be the introduction of guests.           
Please RSVP to Pat, Donna, or Denise by May 
3rd.  All ladies of St. John's, as well as guests of our 
Mary-Martha members, are invited to join us the 
evening of May 6th at 6:30 p.m. as "We consecrate 
to our Savior our voice to sing His praises..." 
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 Next Little Dresses Servant Events – scheduled for 
Tuesday May 4, 6 pm to 9 pm AND Sunday, May 
16th 1pm to 4pm in the church lower level.  All 
supplies will be provided (except sewing 
machines).  Remember, sewing skills are not 
essential.  We need lots of help pinning, cutting, 
pressing and selecting embellishments.  If you are 
not able to join us, pick up a Little Dresses Kit 
available on the west landing.  Contact Christina 
Lionts if you have any questions. 
 
KFUO 
This week on KFUO.org, begin studying 2 Peter on 
Sharper Iron (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), hear 
about 1 Kings 8-10 on Thy Strong Word (weekdays 
at 11:00 a.m. CT), and worship with us in Daily 
Chapel at 10:00 a.m. 
 
PREGNANCY RESOURCE CENTER WALK 
All of the services at the Pregnancy Resource 
Center are offered at no- cost and include: On-Site 
pregnancy testing, ultrasound scanning, options 
education, adoption information, STI information & 
referrals, mentoring services (HOPE pregnancy and 
parenting education), assistance with material 
items such as cribs, car-seats, infant clothing, and 
diapers, Merci’s Refuge residential program, as 
well as referrals to many other community 
services.    
     Naturally, it takes funds to provide and 
maintain an excellent standard of service; that is 
why we are working hard to offset the costs of our 
annual “Walk” fundraising event.   
     This year’s Walk will be held Saturday, May 22nd 
at Jacksonville’s Community Park. The atmosphere 
of this event is one of celebration, fun, and prizes 
where many individuals and families will be 
returning their pledge forms and completing their 
2-mile walk! 
     You can help make this event a success by 
joining our team of Sponsors! For more 
information, contact Teresa Weigand @ 
(217)245-9340 or email at 
www.hopeforafuture.com. 
 
 

 

How to watch St. John’s live services on 

your device… 

Facebook: facebook.com/stjnb.com 

1. Facebook live is the primary way to view 

our service. 

2. If you watch our worship service on 

Facebook please like and share so that 

others can join in. 

Computer: 

1. Our service can be watched right here on 

our website 

2. Or you can go to our YouTube 

channel click here 

3. Or you can go to Facebook.com just look 

for our page 

Streaming Services 

1. Amazon Fire Stick: use the Facebook app 

or YouTube app 

2. Roku Stick: use the sermon.net app 

Mobile Phone:  

1. Download the sermon.net app from the 

apple app store for free click here 

2. Download the sermon.net app from the 

android store for free click here 

3. Search under ministries for STJNB and 

subscribe and allow for notifications. 

 

Please submit bulletin information by Noon on 

Thursday.  email Allicent Smith at 

Sallicent@gmail.com or call (217) 341-1757. Thank 

you!   

 

 

http://kfuo.org/
https://www.facebook.com/stjnb
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8JOT2OW5MHFj21C0dszx3Q
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/sermon-net/id385060535
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=net.sermon.sermon.net&hl=en
mailto:Sallicent@gmail.com
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