
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

† 3rd Sunday in Easter †April 18, 2021† 

 

“HERE I STAND” SUNDAY 
Luther’s Answer at the Diet of Worms: 

“Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the Scriptures or by clear reason (for I do not trust either in the 

pope or in councils alone, since it is well known that they have often erred and contradicted themselves), I am 

bound by the Scriptures I have quoted and my conscience is captive to the Word of God. I cannot and I will not 

retract anything, since it is neither safe nor right to go against conscience. I cannot do otherwise, here I stand, 

may God help me, Amen” (LW 32:112–13). 

PSALM 100:5 

A member of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 

Proclaiming Christ 150 YEARS 



Opening Hymn: Spread the Reign of God the Lord       LSB # 830 

 

 
 

5 Enter, mighty Word, the field; 

Ripe the promise of its yield. 

But the reapers, oh, how few 

For the work there is to do! 

 

6 Lord of harvest, great and kind, 

Rouse to action heart and mind; 

Let the gath’ring nations all 

See Your light and heed Your call. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

The Proclamation 

Pastor: Christ is risen. 

People: He is risen indeed! 

Pastor: Christ is risen.  

People: He is risen indeed!   Alleluia! 

Invocation  

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.        Matthew28:19b; 

[18:20] 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

People: who made heaven and earth.                     
Psalm 124:8 

Pastor: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore, You are feared.   Psalm 

130:3-4 

Pastor: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let 

us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 

have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our 

sinful condition. Together, as His people, let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of 

God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner.        [Luke 18:13] 

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us 

to everlasting life. Amen. 

Pastor: Almighty God in his mercy has given His son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.           

[John 20:19-23] 

People: Amen. 

Welcome  

in the name of Jesus! 

We’re so glad to have you 

join us to worship our Lord! 

If you are a guest with us 

for worship today, please 

introduce yourself to our 

pastor and stop by the 

registration book at the 

back of church. 

Sunday Bible Class:  

9:00 am 

Sunday Worship:  

10:00 am   

Wednesday Bible Class 

9:00 am 

Holy Communion  

First, Third, Fifth 

Sunday. 

St. John's Lutheran Church 

Olive & Gibson Streets 

New Berlin, Illinois 
 

Pastor David Benning 

pastorbenning@stjnb.org 

(H) 217-488-3190 

(C) 217-697-9567 
 

Emergencies 24/7 

Policy Regarding the Lord Supper 

Today our Family of Faith will 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper.  We 

believe Jesus Christ gives us not 

only bread and wine but His very 

body and blood to eat and to drink 
for the forgiveness of sins. Our 

Lord invites to His table the 

baptized who trust His words, 
repent of all sin, and forgive and 

love as He forgives and loves us. 

Those who eat and drink our 
Lord’s body and blood unworthily 

do so to their great harm. Any who 

are not yet instructed or who hold 

a confession of faith differing 
from that of the LCMS, are asked 

to please refrain from communing 
today. 

mailto:pastorbenning@stjnb.org


Introit Ps. 30:1–5; antiphon: Ps. 16:11b
In your presence there is fullness of joy; 

at your right hand are pleasures 

forevermore. 
I will extol you, O LORD, for you have drawn me up 

and have not let my foes rejoice over me. 
O LORD my God, I cried to you for help, 

and you have healed me. 
O LORD, you have brought up my soul from Sheol; 

you restored me to life from among those 

who go down to the pit. 
Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints, 

and give thanks to his holy name. 

For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a 

lifetime. 

Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy 

comes with the morning. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
In your presence there is fullness of joy; 

at your right hand are pleasures 

forevermore. 

 

Kyrie (Sung)      Mark 10:47           LSB # 204 
 

 

Gloria in Excelsis (Sung)    Luke 2:14; John 1:29

          LSB # 204 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Salutation and  

Collect of the Day  

2 Timothy 4:22       LSB # 205 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

People: O God, through the 

humiliation of Your 

Son You raised up 

the fallen world. 

Grant to Your 

faithful people, 

rescued from the 

peril of everlasting 

death, perpetual 

gladness and eternal 

joys; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns 

with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and 

forever. 
 

First Reading  Acts 3:11–21 
11While he clung to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the portico called Solomon’s, 

astounded. 12And when Peter saw it he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why 

do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we have made him walk?  
13“The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant 

Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him.  
14But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, 15and you killed 

the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And his name—by faith in his 
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name—has made this man strong whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the man 

this perfect health in the presence of you all. 
17“And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18But what God foretold by 

the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. 19Repent therefore, and turn again, 

that your sins may be blotted out, 20that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that 

he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 21whom heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the 

things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago.  
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle  1 John 3:1–7 
1See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. 

The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now, 

and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we 

shall see him as he is. 3And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 
4Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that he 

appeared to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who 

keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices 

righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous.  
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia and Verse (Sung) 

 

 

John 20:31 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 24:36–49 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the Twenty-fourth Chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

36As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to them, “Peace to you!” 
37But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit. 38And he said to them, “Why are you 

troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and 

see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed 

them his hands and his feet. 41And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said to them, 

“Have you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate before them. 
44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything 

written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.”  
45Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 

Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should 
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be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And 

behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power 

from on high.” 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

Nicene Creed                       LSB 206 

 

I believe in one God, 

the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, 

very God of very God, 

begotten, not made, 

being of one substance with the Father, 

by whom all things were made; 

who for us men and for our salvation came 

down from heaven 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 

virgin Mary 

and was made man; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius 

Pilate. 

He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according to 

the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge 

both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord and giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, 

who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 

sins,and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Children’s Message:  

Hymn of the Day:    We Are Called to Stand Together          LSB# 828 

 

 

 

 
 

Sermon:     Here I STAND!!!!    Pastor David Benning 
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Giving Options: 

There are several ways to give during this time we are not able to meet in person. One is the Give + app, which 

can be downloaded from your phone’s app store.  Our E-Giving platform can also be accessed from our website 

by clicking on the E-GIVING tab at the top of the page.  In addition to these two options, we also have a locked 

drop box on the outside of church next to the bulletins. 
 

Offering Prayer 

Pastor: Let us pray.  

People: Lord, continue to use the gifts You have given us to help others in a way that is kind, gentle and 

patient. Give us a heart to share Your Word with the wayward and the lost and the forgiveness 

that only comes through Your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the Church                    [2 Timothy 2:1-4] 
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy . . .  

People: Hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray . . .         Matthew 6:9-13 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Preface                       LSB 208 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you.             2 Timothy 4:22 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord.                  [2 Colossians 3:1] 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.             [Psalm 136] 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord,… 
 

Sanctus (Sung)     Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9              LSB 208 

 

 

 

 

 

The Words of Our Lord         Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians11:23-25 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 

all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Pastor: The Peace of the Lord be with you always.       John 20:19 

People: Amen. 
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Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament 

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may 

by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei (Sung)     John 1:29               LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
 

Distribution Hymn:   Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious    LSB # 548 
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Post Communion Blessing 
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in His peace. 

People: Amen. 

Nunc Dimittis (Sung)   Luke 2:29-32           LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

People: Lord Jesus, You took 

on flesh and blood, 

being born to give 

me life and hope.  

Thank you for giving 

me the gift of Your 

body broken and 

Your blood shed and 

for Your forgiveness 

and love. Use it to 

strengthen my 

confession of Your 

Lordship in my life, 

until that day when 

You come again in 

glory and with the 

Father and the Holy 

Spirit, to live and 

reign to all eternity.   

Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 
Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.               [Psalm 103:1] 

People: Thanks be to God.  
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you His peace.      Numbers 6:24-26 

People: Amen, Amen, Amen. (Sung) 
 

Anniversary Closing Hymn:   Listen, God Is Calling          LSB # 833 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

Refrain 
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TODAY IN SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Today, we studied “Consuming Fire.” Elijah 
challenges the people to stop worshipping both the 
idol, Baal and the true God. Gathering the 450 
prophets of Baal, Elijah proposes a test to 
determine which god is the true god. The prophets 
of Baal call upon their god but nothing happens. 
Elijah drenches his offering with water, offers a 
simple prayer to the true God, who sends down fire 
from heaven to consume the offering, the wood, 
and even the water.  For discussion at home this 
week: "God used Elijah to call the people back to 
faith in Him. How do you show people your faith 
and tell them Jesus is your Savior?" 
 
GOD IS CALLING! 
The first stanza of our anniversary hymn this month 
says, "Jesus gave a mandate. Share the Good 
News!"  The Sunday School is in need of at least 3-4 
individuals to share the Good News with the littlest 
lambs of St John's.  Teachers for the Early 
Childhood class (ages 3-5) and Elementary (grades 
1-4) are needed before we can return to in person 
Sunday School.  See Connie Komnick if you would 
be willing to serve. A training session to introduce 
materials and techniques will be offered. 
 
THANK YOU! 
Thank you to all who brought flowers to brighten 
up our Easter Sunday Service. The various types 
and colors of the flowers brought with them the 
promise of Spring and of new beginnings. Alleluia! 
  
THIS WEEK’S FEATURED BIBLE VERSE 
Guess what?  Our anniversary committee’s favorite 
Bible verse is still alive!  Each of you is invited to 
share a favorite of yours for next week.  This 
week's verse is from Denise Bandelow, and she 
shares that multiple members of her family have 
this as their confirmation verse.  Revelation 2:10 - 
"Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give you the 
crown of life." 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LITTLE DRESSES:  Bible Marking Servant Event  

Thank you to everyone who attend last Sunday’s 
Servant Event.  We had great success with 
numerous dresses completed, many Bibles marked, 
lots of laughter and even a few new skills 
developed. What a wonderful way to share the 
love and word of God with others!   
     REMINDER: Upcoming Servant Event – 
Wednesday April 21, 6 pm to 9 pm in the church 
lower level.  We will work on making the Little 
Dresses and marking Bibles.  All supplies will be 
provided (except sewing machines).  If you are not 
able to join us, pick up a Little Dresses Kit available 
on the west landing.  Contact Christina Lionts if you 
have any questions. 
 
LITTLE DRESSES SEWING KIT 
 If you are not able to attend the scheduled Servant 
Events, kits are available on the west entrance 
landing to take home for sewing.  Each kit includes 
- instructions, prepared pillowcase, bias tape, 
elastic and assorted decorative 
options.  Completed dresses need to be returned 
to church no later than June 20th. 
 
MARY-MARTHA NEWS 
I received this information after our meeting. 
An in-gathering will be held in conjunction with the 
District convention May 1st.   We have done this 
type of collection before.  It is the Hygiene Kits for 
the Orphan Grain Train.  This gathering does NOT 
require complete kits, but individual items will be 
gathered.  A complete kit contains items to be 
folded/contained in the large towel.  Items are 
listed:   1 bath towel, 1 wash cloth, 1 bath-size bar 
of soap, 1 toothbrush, 1 sturdy comb, and **6 
Band-Aids (1/2" or 3/4") secured together.  **Note 
the Band-Aids are new items to the list.  Please 
have these items to church by Sunday, May 
2.   Again-Kits do NOT need to be complete; 
individual items may be donated, AND donations 
are accepted from all St. John's members.    
       A sheet with more information about items 
being collected and how to compile a completed kit 
is on the counter at the west entrance  
      Any questions? Contact Denise.  Thank you for 
your support of this in-gathering!! 
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APRIL 2021 LWML CID MISSION GRANT #8 
Train Up a Child Teen Camp in Alaska ~ $5,750.00 
Kattivik Bible Camp is located near the Noatak 
River in Alaska. Over the course of three weeks in 
the summer, the camp houses more than 80 
middle and high schooled-aged children. The camp, 
under the leadership of the Lutheran Indian 
Ministries’ staff and ministry partners, provides a 
safe and healthy environment where these teens 
can work together and connect with their Creator. 
How can I help? Pray that God shows His love and 
support to the children through the staff of the 
Kattivik Bible Camp. Support this grant by 
donating to your church’s LWML society mite 
fund. 
 
PREGNANCY RESOURCE CENTER WALK 
All of the services at the Pregnancy Resource 
Center are offered at no- cost and include: On-Site 
pregnancy testing, ultrasound scanning, options 
education, adoption information, STI information & 
referrals, mentoring services (HOPE pregnancy and 
parenting education), assistance with material 
items such as cribs, car-seats, infant clothing, and 
diapers, Merci’s Refuge residential program, as 
well as referrals to many other community 
services.    
     Naturally, it takes funds to provide and 
maintain an excellent standard of service; that is 
why we are working hard to offset the costs of our 
annual “Walk” fundraising event.   
     This year’s Walk will be held Saturday, May 22nd 
at Jacksonville’s Community Park. The atmosphere 
of this event is one of celebration, fun, and prizes 
where many individuals and families will be 
returning their pledge forms and completing their 
2-mile walk! 
     You can help make this event a success by 
joining our team of Sponsors! For more 
information, contact Teresa Weigand @ 
(217)245-9340 or email at 
www.hopeforafuture.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARK ENCOUNTER & CREATION MUSEUM TRIP 
Immanuel, Springfield is hosting a trip see the Ark 
and Creation Museum in Kentucky.  Dates are April 
26-29…roundtrip motorcoach, 3-night stay in 
Cincinnati area, breakfast and dinner 3 days, 
admissions, baggage handling…all for $450.00 per 
person (double occupancy).  Call Pastor Stuenkel at 
217-622-7266 (cell) or the church office at 217-
528-5232 for details and sign-up.   
 
THANK YOU! 
Over 250 items have been collected for the Loami 
and New Berlin Food Pantries! Our communities 
are blessed to have residents who continue to 
provide for those who are struggling with putting 
food in their own pantries. Even though this 
problem is invisible, may we continue to show that 
we are aware that the need exists by bringing in 
items to donate.  
      Is there a family or individual in our 
congregation who would like to challenge others 
with a specific number of items for the month of 
April? If so, please let Pastor know! 
 

KFUO 
This week on KFUO.org, renew, resume, or begin 
your partnership with KFUO Radio during 
Sharathon 2021 on April 22-24. We rely on support 
from our faithful listeners like you in order to 
continue to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ around 
the globe. Give now at kfuo.org/sharathon! 
 

CAMP CILCA POSITIONS 
Camp CILCA is seeking servants of God who could 
fill the following part-time, year-round 
positions: COOK, to prepare food for camps and 
retreats in accordance with Illinois Department of 
Public Health standards and good 
taste; MAINTENANCE, to maintain the buildings 
and grounds of the camp, including mowing and 
minor repairs. Both positions begin at $13 per 
hour. Contact Pastor Joshua Theilen at 217-487-
7497 or director@cilca.org for more information. 

 

 
 
 
 

http://kfuo.org/
http://kfuo.org/sharathon
mailto:director@cilca.org
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Explanation of the Butterfly Banner on the Back 
Wall 

The four small banners on the back wall 
were designed by the Mary & Martha Banner 
Group.  The intricate bead work in the center of the 
banners was done by Cheryl Long.  

 
The butterfly is an Easter image.  A 

caterpillar enters into the “tomb” of the cocoon 
and then rises again as a butterfly.  This is not 
exactly the same as Jesus dying and rising again 
because the caterpillar/butterfly never actually 
dies but just changes form.  Jesus actually died, lay 
in His tomb for three days and rose again to save us 
all. 

The calendar in the center is to remind us 
that Jesus is with us every day of the year.  “Lo, I 
Am With You Always” Matt. 28:206. 

 
The cross in the center reminds us of what 

Jesus accomplished for us by the words at the 
bottom of the banner.  

1. Redeemed – I Peter 1:18 “I have 
redeemed you not with gold or 
silver but with my holy precious 
blood.” 

2. Restored – I Peter 5:10 “I have 
restored you and make you 
strong, firm and steadfast by my 
grace.” 

3. Renewed – Ps. 51:10 “Create in 
me a pure heart, O God and 
renew a right spirit within me.” 

4. Rescued – Colossians 1:13 “I 
have rescued you from every evil 
attack and I will bring you safely 
home to my kingdom.” 

  
To Him be Glory forever and ever. 

 

 

 

 

How to watch St. John’s live services on 

your device… 

Facebook: facebook.com/stjnb.com 

1. Facebook live is the primary way to view 

our service. 

2. If you watch our worship service on 

Facebook please like and share so that 

others can join in. 

Computer: 

1. Our service can be watched right here on 

our website 

2. Or you can go to our YouTube 

channel click here 

3. Or you can go to Facebook.com just look 

for our page 

Streaming Services 

1. Amazon Fire Stick: use the Facebook app 

or YouTube app 

2. Roku Stick: use the sermon.net app 

Mobile Phone:  

1. Download the sermon.net app from the 

apple app store for free click here 

2. Download the sermon.net app from the 

android store for free click here 

3. Search under ministries for STJNB and 

subscribe and allow for notifications. 

 

Please submit bulletin information by Noon on 

Thursday.  email Allicent Smith at 

Sallicent@gmail.com or call (217) 341-1757. Thank 

you!   

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/stjnb
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8JOT2OW5MHFj21C0dszx3Q
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/sermon-net/id385060535
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=net.sermon.sermon.net&hl=en
mailto:Sallicent@gmail.com
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